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LAKEWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Katie Robb 

September 16, 2012 
 

Where Are You on Your Faith Journey? 
Mark 8:27-38 

                          
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 

disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" 28 And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, 

Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." 29 He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter 

answered him, "You are the Messiah." 30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about 

him. 31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan!  For you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 34 He called the crowd with his disciples, 

and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me.35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 

my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole 

world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38
 Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will 

also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 
                          

Today’s gospel lesson is a paragraph on faith and action. 

It involves the disciples defining and proclaiming what they believed about Jesus, 

And Jesus telling them what that belief looks like when it gets lived out. 

 

But before I get talking too much,  

I have a little exercise for you to do. 

We’re going to be re-using our bulletins this morning. 

So first thing, I want you to write on your bulletin. 

There’s a little room on the cover. 

 

Start a list numbered 1 to 3. 

The topic is paper airplanes. 

Please write down 3 things that you believe about paper airplanes. 

Just take a minute to do this. 

 

Maybe it’s been awhile since you’ve made a paper airplane, 

But just examine your mind for a moment. 

There are some things you believe about paper airplanes. 

Write 3 things down. 
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This is the beginning of the interaction Jesus has with his disciples in Caesarea Phillippi. 

Who do people say that I am? 

And who do you say I am? 

Write three things that you believe about me. 

 

And while the disciples heard others saying Jesus was some kind of prophet, 

As wild perhaps as John the Baptist, 

Peter said, “You are the Messiah.” 

 

****** 

And when you are finished writing 

You are hereby given full permission, 
In fact, encouraged, 
To spend the rest of your time listening to this sermon, 
MAKING that bulletin into a paper airplane. 
******* 
 
But let’s get back to this Messiah piece. 
The recognition of Jesus as the Messiah is the hinge of the Gospel of Mark. 
Everything turns on this point, and the journey to Jerusalem begins. 
 
“You are the Messiah.” 
 
The reaction here is startling. 
There’s no celebration that Jesus is declared Messiah. 
No prize or bell to Peter for getting the right answer to the question. 
But rather, Jesus sternly hushes them and goes on to describe a Messiah that will suffer and face 
rejection and be killed. 
 
When Peter won’t believe it, Jesus calls out Satan in him. 
 
It’s all pretty startling. 
But we have to think back to what being the Messiah meant to Israel. 
Messiah meant Savior. 
And by this Peter likely had in mind a political liberator, 
One who would free Israel from the tyranny of Rome, 
Much like Moses freed Israelites from Egypt. 
This Messiah Peter had in mind could wield worldly power, 
Make political moves, 
“Establish God’s rule with power and authority, 
And bring his followers glory and reward.” 
 
The Messiah Peter had in mind was a #winner. 
 
But it’s exactly this understanding of Messiah as a worldly winner that makes Jesus rebuke Peter. 
 
“For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things,” Jesus says to him. 
“For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
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Human things like power over others and winning some kind of fame or reward. 
But Jesus is talking about a Messiah who will not triumph according to the ways of the world. 
He will in fact lose in the most ultimate sense. 
Suffer, be rejected, and die. 
 
It becomes clear here that Peter has the right Sunday School answers to Jesus’ question, 
He can call Jesus Messiah and use the right title, 
But he has the wrong understanding. 
 
I think this happens to us on a regular basis. 
We are only human, 
So of course we’re always setting our minds on human things. 
We can barely help it. 
 
Here at Lakewood we have a little ritual for joining the church. 
In case you haven’t experienced it, I’ll describe it for you. 
 
But let me first be clear about some PC(USA) rules. 
There is only one requirement for membership in the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
One. 
Profession of Faith in Jesus Christ. 
There is not a long definition or list about what that means. 
That’s the life we live together. 
It begins with being able to affirm Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
Nothing else. 
 
But here at Lakewood, 
That means having a little meeting after worship in the Session room 
And answering two questions: 
Why Lakewood? 
 
AND 
 
Where are you on your faith journey? 
And to keep the pressure low for those who aren’t keen to talk in front of others, 
We always invite a couple of current members to answer those questions before the new person has 
to share. 
 
Now let me say that I really like the idea of the faith journey. 
This whole life is in progess, like a journey, right, 
And this being in relationship with God and Jesus and listening for the stirrings of the Spirit can be 
quite an amazing adventure. 
There are straight and narrow paths, bumps in the road, peaks and valleys, and as one person put it 
recently, even “plateaus” that we just linger around on for awhile, wondering what comes next. 
 
But, like any metaphor, the journey thing has its limitations. 
 
Sometimes I struggle with the question,  
Because folks responses often include statements like: 
“I’m not very far along” 
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“Not as far as I’d like to be” 
“Still haven’t gotten there” 
 
All are humble and honest answers. 
But I’m afraid sometimes the question “where are you on your faith journey” 
Makes us think there’s an exact destination, 
An accomplishment or goal to reach, 
The same one for each of us, we’re just reaching to the finish line, 
Trying to #win. 
 
Or, if we’re not in smooth sailing, if we’re struggling with our faith and the challenges of a life that is 
sometimes painful and riddled with suffering, we must not even be on the path. 
 
And this sets our minds on human things. 
The idea of reaching a destination, 
Achieving a goal on the journey of faith, 
Or worse, getting a prize, 
Sorely downplays the role of God’s saving grace, 
Offered freely to all of us. 
It’s not a goal to be reached, 
But a gift to be received. 
 
I like the idea of the journey. 
But the question is not, “How close are you to a goal?” 
And the question is not “How strong is your faith?” 
It’s simply, “where are you?” 
 
Jesus gives us insight into the journey of faith. 
If we set our minds not on human things, but divine things. 
There’s not really a destination, 
But a direction. 
A trajectory. 
An orientation. 
 
We must be on the way to self-sacrifice. 
To self-emptying. 
 
The journey is one of following Jesus. 
Disciples on the road. 
And Jesus tells exactly what it’s like to truly follow in this passage. 
We’re not looking for a goal or a destination 
(which is so human a thing to do, isn’t it, how many of us have a list of goals we want to reach in our 
personal lives to shed those pounds or keep our minds sharp, in our professions to get our annual 
bonuses, in our schoolwork to make the grade, and on and on) 
we’re looking to be followers of a way. 
 
And it’s a way that’s not easy, 
That involves some humility about what we believe, 
For our human understanding is limited. 
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It’s a way that involves taking up a cross. 
And losing one’s life. 
 
Setting our minds not on human things like power and authority, 
Not on #winning or victory, 
But on healing and love even in the face of suffering. 
On giving ourselves up – our titles, our status, our plans, our stuff – 
For the sake of others. 
 
This does not mean accepting suffering at the hands of abusers, 
For their abuse is wrong, their power is wielded unjustly, 
And the cross we are called to carry is the one that seeks to stops abuse and injustice at its source. 
 
But there will be difficulty. 
And we need to let go of some of our expectations about exactly what a Messiah is, 
In order to follow in the way of the one Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
 
So by now I hope you have some kind of paper airplane in front of you. 
What you wrote you believe about paper airplanes is important, 
Those beliefs probably guided how you made that plane. 
 
But now it’s time to simply experience flying the plane. 
Let go of your bulletin, of how you expect worship will end with that smooth piece of paper that tells 
you all the words on your hand. 
As we sing the final hymn, let that paper airplane fly, 
Releasing expectations for a journey that leads in a straight line, 
Releasing expectations for looking decent and in order, 
Releasing expectations of total safety in this sanctuary, 
Let that paper airplane fly, and live into the truth that God’s way leads beyond our human 
understanding to a life that will soar 
free of power and authority,  
free of status,  
free FOR love and generosity, 
free FOR healing, 
free FOR Christ, Messiah, Savior of all. 
 
Amen and amen. 
 

************************************** 

 


