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LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY
Luke 11:1-13

There are times when we ask ourselves, “Is God really listening to our prayers?” “Things have 
turned out so wrong for me – where was God when I was pounding on the door of heaven with my prayers.”


On January 2, 2006 there was a coal mine explosion at the Sago Mine in Sago, West Virginia.  

I’m sure you recall the tragedy.  The blast and ensuing aftermath trapped 13 miners for nearly two 
days with only one miner surviving ... Randal McCloy Jr.  The TV cameras were quick on the spot and 
we watched on our screens as rescue teams tried to make it through to find the survivors.  Medical 
teams and chaplains were on hand to help the grief stricken families as they waited for the news of 
their loved ones.  That first day the whole country held its breath.  A chapel was set up at the mine and 
people prayed.  People at home and in churches all over the country prayed for the rescue of those 
men.  Do you remember that initial report that they had found the men and they were alive?  But then, 
just a few short hours later they admitted they had made a mistake.

It has been over four years and I have a question: How useful do you think those prayers were?  
Do you think that they were able to change the outcome for any of those men who were trapped?  The 
nation prayed expecting a miracle.  Yes, one man was rescued.  It seemed like a miracle that anyone 
could survive a blast like that.  Randal McCloy acknowledged that God must have had a hand in his 
deliverance in an interview on the Today Show several weeks after the tragedy.  But what about the 
other 12 men who lost their lives?  What about all the prayers that were said for those guys and yet 
they still perished?

Need I even mention Bryan Turner, the young minister from University Baptist Church who was 
handing out flyers for their Vacation Bible School.  He died just last week after being hit by a car.  
Literally hundreds, if not thousands of people were praying for him.


Is it any wonder that people are skeptical about the use of prayer?  If so many people were 

praying for those men and for Bryan, why didn’t God respond and save them?  That question has been 
asked over and over again throughout history when things turned out differently than they had been 
prayed for.  And I wish I had an answer that would be clear cut, understandable and simple; an answer that 
would prove that prayer works.  But I don’t...


It seems that Jesus’ disciples had a problem with prayer.  They had seen Jesus pray so often and 

noticed the confidence and fervor with which he prayed.  Maybe they wanted to know what they had 
to do to ensure that their prayers were answered.  Maybe there was a special way of speaking; a special 
way of pleading your case.  Sometimes they saw Jesus kneeling, other times looking up to heaven ... was 
there a special posture that helped in saying the right prayer and getting the right answer.  And so 
they come to Jesus with the request, “Lord, teach us to pray”.

It’s interesting to note that Jesus doesn’t teach the disciples any special skills.  He doesn’t say if
you fold your hands or hold them palms up toward heaven, or if you rest them on the particular 
person you are praying for, or if you kneel or stand or sit, or if you use a special style of language, you 
are more likely to have your prayers answered.  If that were the case, then the answer to our prayers 
would be a human achievement not something that comes from the gracious and loving hand of God.
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LET’S BE CLEAR ABOUT WHAT PRAYER IS.  
But first, prayer is not having special skills and saying the right words so that we can reach 

God’s ear.  I don’t know about you, but I’m sure if it depended on me ... I’d never be able to say the 
right things to move God to answer me.  So, prayer is not humans taking the initiative and trying to reach 
up to God attempting to speak in God’s ear ... No.

The picture that comes to my mind here is one of a small child who wants to tell his dad 
something really important.  What does dad do?  He bends down, lovingly puts his arm around the child
and lets the child whisper in his ear.  

In this sense then, prayer is not so much us reaching UP to God with special words or techniques, but 
it is God reaching DOWN to us.

Is there anything you have to do to impress God so that God will love you?  No.  You are already
loved ... there’s absolutely nothing you’ve done to deserve that love.  Prayer works the same way ... no 
special prayer techniques have to be applied to achieve prayer success.  Half the time we don’t know 
what to pray and when we do, we pray selfishly, without faith or conviction.  We don’t even know where 
to find God.

That’s because it is God who finds US. By the power of the Holy Spirit the good news about Jesus 
Christ hits home.  The same Spirit that infused Jesus is in each of our lives.  God ... a piece of the Divine 
... is present inside YOU.  Praying is simply being in the presence of God.  As in that metaphor I implied 
earlier, giving us a way to understand how this just might work, God bends down and like a father 
makes his ear available ... that is the Holy Spirit.  Even the whispers of the small child in a father’s ear 
might be soft and stammering, so infant-like, but God, understood as Father, hears the words of his 
child as the most precious things he has ever heard.  God hears the incomplete sentences and funny 
words with the love of a father.  God hears the soft requests with love when the child is hurting.  In the 
same way, God hears our prayers.  Praying is simply being in the presence of God.

Prayer is a GIFT.  Prayer is possible only because of who God is and God’s intense love for us.  And 
the more helpless we feel, the more we learn this to be true.  Prayer is for the down and out, who finally 
no longer rely on themselves, but want to be helped by God.


A man by the name of Hallesby wrote a book in 1948 about prayer.  It’s an old book and 

definitely a little antiquated theologically, but I think what he has to say helps us understand what I’m 
trying to say.  This is the way he summarizes the effect of prayer:

“Jesus comes to the sinner, awakens him from his sleep of sin, converts him, 
forgives him his sins, and make him his child. Then he takes the weak hand of the sinner 
and places it in his own strong, nail-pierced hand and says: “Come now, I am going with 
you all the way and will bring you home safe to heaven. If you ever get into trouble or 
difficulty, just tell me about it. I will give you, without reproach, everything you need, and 
more besides, day by day, as long as you live.” (Prayer, IVP p30)

That’s a great way to describe how prayer is a precious gift from God to aid us on our journey 
through this life ... this difficult life!

God is ready and waiting to hear our prayers.  God, through the indwelling Spirit, is there to 
guide you and provide for you in your time of need.  For this reason, Hallesby says, 

“Prayer should be my daily refuge, my daily consolation, my source of rich and 
inexhaustible joy in life.”


But why is it that we find it so hard to pray?  Why do we neglect this rich source of strength and 

power for our daily lives?  I probably don’t need to tell you the reasons why because we are ALL guilty 
of failing to pray.  I guess at the bottom of it all is that it takes effort to pray.

It takes effort to make time available to pray.
It takes effort to be quiet and still for even a short while.
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It takes an effort to stop during a busy day and to spend time talking with God.
It takes an effort at the end of a long day to stay awake long enough to pray.
When there is a pressing need ... no problem ... but for the rest of the time, we often see prayer 

as a burden, as an effort, even though it takes a whole lot less effort than taking the trash can out to the 
curb.

We may even doubt the value of prayer ... lacking the confidence that it really does anything.  I 
guess if we really believed in the power of prayer we wouldn’t have any problems spending the time. 

And so, prayer is a GIFT from God ... but one that we need to USE in order to appreciate.


Let’s assume that we agree with what I’ve said about prayer at this point in the sermon, but 
we’re still dragging our feet.  How do we move beyond our recognition of the gift ... to actually using it?  
I will be the first to admit that sometimes we need the Spirit to drag us into the presence of God ... but 
once we’re there, it is not hard.  Not many words are really needed to respond to God’s coming.  

The prayer Jesus teaches his disciples, the one most of us learned as small children, is very brief.  
Like I said, prayer doesn’t require a lot of words.  In fact, Jesus suggests that it is better to relax in God’s 
presence with just a few words.  As recorded by Matthew, he says, “When you pray, don’t talk on and on 
as people do who don’t know God.  They think God likes to hear long prayers.  Don’t be like them.  Your 
Father knows what you need before you ask” (Matt. 6:7,8).

Jesus models a prayer that is brief and yet contains EVERYTHING that is important.
“Hallowed be your name.”  We pray that God’s name would be holy on our lips and in our lives.  It 

is a statement of our faith, recognizing the presence of the Spirit in our lives and in our hearts.

“You will be done.”  We pray that God’s love for us would enable us to be and do all that God 
wants for us and for all those in the world around us.

“Your kingdom come.”  We pray that God’s kingdom of justice and love would come ... what a 
different world this would be if all understood the power of the Spirit in each of our lives.

“Give us today our daily bread.”  We pray that God would give us everything that we need for our 
life, realizing with thanks that everything around us comes from our Creator’s gracious hand.

“Forgive us our sins.”  We pray for the forgiveness of our sins ... we all screw up regularly ... we’re 
only human.  But we are forgiven.  And we need to pray for the capacity to forgive those who hurt us ... 
because they are only human, too.  Love clearly moves us to forgiveness!

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  In a world filled with every kind of 
temptation imaginable and where evil exists in many forms ... help US and THOSE around us ... OH GOD ... 
HELP US!

Of course God doesn’t knock back any prayer that’s said, but when we pray the Lord’s Prayer, 
brief as it is, every need that is important is covered.  


I can remember going to a Quaker worship service back in St. Clairsville early on in my faith 

journey.  Their services are very simplistic, not much music or conversation for that matter.  The only 
prayer that was spoken was the Lord’s Prayer.  I can remember thinking how strange that was, but the 
reality was that everything that was important was covered in that one simple prayer.

Alright, alright, I think that we could all agree that there’s a danger that we just chatter off the 
Lord’s Prayer without giving much thought about what we’re saying.  When we do that, it’s no longer 
a prayer, but just something ... a bunch of words that we rattle off by heart.


There’s a sign in a textile mill that reads,

“When your thread becomes tangled, call the supervisor.”
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A young woman was new on the job.  Her thread became tangled and she thought, “I’ll just 
straighten this out myself.”  She tried, but the situation only worsened.

Finally, she called the supervisor.  “I did the best I could,” she said.  
“No you didn’t,” was the supervisor’s reply.  “To do the best, you should have called me.”

That’s just what God wants us to do ... Call on God when the threads of life become tangled.  

The first and often the most difficult step, is to find the time to speak with God.  God will hear your
prayer.  And through the inner prompting of God’s Spirit ... right here in our hearts ... we will have the 
assurance to know that “Thou Art With Me.”  

God is waiting to hear from us.  
God is willing to help you, through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, to answer your

prayer with God’s divine love and power. 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door 
will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9).

At the times of MY greatest need ... the door has been OPEN.
Amen and Amen.


