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IT’S DARK OUTSIDE ... AND INSIDE!
Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12

“It was a dark and stormy night; the rain fell in torrents — except at occasional intervals, 
when it was checked by a violent gust of wind which swept up the streets (for it is in London that 
our scene lies), rattling along the housetops, and fiercely agitating the scanty flame of the lamps 
that struggled against the darkness.”  This infamous phrase, written by Victorian novelist Edward 
Bulwer-Lytton, is the opening paragraph of his 1830 novel Paul Clifford. [Lytton, Edward Bulwer 
(1800s). Paul Clifford. New York: Cassell Pub. Co.]

Often darkness evokes dread ...

However, sometimes darkness is preferred over and above the bright light of day:  
 Having a candle light dinner in a darkened room has a special appeal and romance. 
 Going to see a movie at the theatre only works if the theatre is dark.
 Some people can’t sleep unless the curtains block out all light and their bedroom is 

completely dark.

Have you ever been the one “in the dark” when someone has told a story or a joke?  At the 
end of the story everyone bursts into hysterical laughter ... everyone, that is, except you.  For the life 
of you, you can’t see why they are all laughing.  You’re confused.  Why does everybody think the 
story is so funny?  You’re “in the dark”, and it isn’t until somebody explains (or throws some light on)
the punch line that you finally get it.

In the Bible and in literature ... generally darkness is associated with things that are evil ... or
with death.  Think about it, under the cover of darkness crimes are often committed.  And when we 
talk about acts of cruelty and violence, we describe them as coming from the dark side.  Death has 
always been described as something dark and sinister.  It’s always the bad guys in movies who wear 
black to symbolize their dark deeds ... Darth Vadar in Star Wars or the dark Land of Mordor and its 
Dark Lord in Lord of the Rings.


In 1977, there was a blackout in New York City.  The whole city was shrouded in darkness.  It 

only lasted 25 hours, but it was long enough for people to start looting and rioting ... smashing shop 
windows, walking away with TV sets and toasters and stereo systems ... whatever they could lay their 
hands on.  In the dark, businesses were practically destroyed, not by hardened criminals, but by 
neighbors, by ordinary people who lived up the road, by normally law abiding people.  In the dark, 
greed took over.

Darkness can also refer to people whose circumstances in life are any thing but bright, 
positive and optimistic.  This kind of darkness is often different from one person to the next:  
 The darkness may be poverty, hunger and homelessness.
 For another person darkness is struggling with an illness, or the aches and pains of old age, or 

losing the struggle with failing abilities and entering a nursing home.  
 For some, darkness is the inevitable day when they lose a loved one through death ... That is 

the “darkest” of “darks.”
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And if you’re faced with a temptation ... that is your darkness. Hatred.  Greed.  Not caring how 
your actions affect others.  Alcohol abuse.  Selfishness.  Spreading gossip.  We tend to blame all these
things on Satan, the prince of darkness, but make no mistake ... there is darkness inside each of us.


Alright ... so the obvious question is: How does the darkness rear its ugly head in your life?
What words and actions that you know are not what God wants from his people, keep on 

cropping up?
In fact, sometimes the darkness can become so thick that we have difficulty seeing the mess that 

it’s made of our lives.  There are just so many people who live in darkness and don’t even realize it.


There is an old story about a desert nomad who woke up in the middle of the night feeling 
very hungry.  He lit a candle and began eating dates from a bowl beside his bed.  He took a bite 
from one and saw a worm in it; so he threw it out of the tent.  He bit into the second date, found 
another worm, and threw it away also.  Reasoning that he wouldn’t have any dates left to eat if he 
continued, he blew out the candle and quickly ate the rest of the dates.

Some times we prefer the darkness, because in the Light we see too much.  We continue in our
old ways, because we don’t like having a light shine on us that will show us that our relationship with 
God is a mess and we’re in serious trouble.  In AA ... that’s what they call “Denial.”  

Are YOU in denial?  Are you in the dark?


Our Old Testament passage today, from Isaiah, reminds us that a New Light has come from 
the Lord.  It shines on all people.  
 This New Light chases away all shadows and darkness.  
 The closer this New Light comes to them, the more they will see the darkness in their lives and 

the more they will feel its warmth and comfort.
 The closer this New Light comes to them, the more others will be able to see the light that is 

shining through them.

Isaiah is talking about people from all nations being drawn from the darkness to the light.  And 
in verse 20, the prophet says:

Your sun shall no more go down,
or your moon withdraw itself;

for the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your days of mourning shall be ended.


Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will 

have the light of life.” (John 8:12)  The prophecies of the Old Testament have been fulfilled.  What an 
impact Christ the light has had on the darkness in our lives and in the world!

Jesus is the Light.  When we’ve made a mess of our lives, this light illuminates for us 
the places we need to be cleaning up and cleaning out...
 Our temptations and secret sins, 
 those faults that we would prefer not to admit to, 
 the poor way we’ve treated the people we love, 
 that selfish attitude that plagues us,
 the times we’ve preferred to look the other way rather than offer a helping hand.

The Light, Jesus, has come into the world...
 Not to bring condemnation, but to bring salvation;
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 Not to rub our noses in the dirt of those dark corners, but to sweep them out, to bring healing
and reconciliation.  

This Light is freely yours...  
 Bask in the beauty and warmth of the sun ... the Son of God.”

Jesus is the Real Light, the Genuine Light who changes things...  
 He is forgiveness.  
 He is hope.  
 He is encouragement.  
 He is a word of love.  
 He is strength.  
 He is what you need to Lighten your personal darkness.  

HE IS THE LIGHT to every person who is in need of super-human strength to see them
through the darkness of trouble and sickness.  

HE IS THE LIGHT who guides us along life’s journey when we have more questions than we 
have answers.  

HE IS THE LIGHT that dispels the darkness of guilt with his forgiveness, and the darkness of 
fear when we take our last breath.  

HE IS THE LIGHT of life, eternal life.

   Simply put, my friends ... In whatever way the darkness shows itself in our lives, Christ 
has come to be a light for us.  

Wherever there is darkness in our family, in our friendships, in our community, Christ has come
to shed light on all those areas of our lives to restore peace and harmony and joy and love.

Wherever there is darkness in our nation or in the world, Christ has commanded us to let our
light shine before others ... to use whatever means we have at our disposal to relieve the suffering of 
others and drive out the darkness that shrouds the lives of so many.  Yes, we are to let the Christ-Light 
shine through us so that the darkness of despair and hopelessness might be dispelled.

It is clear that darkness comes in many ways ... filling the lives of so many ... but it is now our 
job, as those who have the Christ-Light in our lives, to let that Light shine into the darkness to give 
hope and encouragement.  

Jesus says to YOU and to ME: “You are light for the whole world.  … No one lights a lamp and 
puts it under a bowl; instead it is put on the lamp stand, where it gives light for everyone in the house.  In 
the same way your light must shine before others.” (Matt 5:14-16)

Jesus is the Light!  Because he is the Light ... so are you!  And that Christ-Light shines in each of 
your lives through the indwelling Spirit ...  In everything you do and for everyone you meet!


Back in 1979 in the United States, a severe outbreak of influenza claimed the lives of nearly 

50,000 people.  In one small rural town, all public gathering places were ordered closed to try and 
stem the spread of the disease.  This included the churches.  Yet more than ever, it was then that 
people needed hope and consolation.

Burdened by his inability to reach out to people in their time of need, one resourceful pastor 
came up with a plan ... illuminate the church’s magnificent stained glass windows.  Most of the 
windows faced a main boulevard, and so a lot people passed by the church everyday.
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And so, the pastor had numerous floodlights placed inside the church ... aimed at the 
windows.  The result was light shining through the stained glass to the outside world ... giving passers-
by the full effect of the windows’ stories.

There for all to see were the timeless portrayals of...
 Jesus the Good shepherd carrying a lamb;
 Jesus the Searching Savior rescuing the lone lost sheep while the ninety-nine rested safely in 

the fold;
 Jesus praying in Gethsemane; 
 Jesus on the cross; 
 And Jesus risen from the dead.  

Those windows were silent sermons of light.

People who passed by the church would stop reverently, silently.  They found themselves 
filled with new determination and encouragement.  In the darkness that filled their lives, the light
streaming from those windows made the words of Isaiah take on a whole new meaning:

Your days of grief will come to an end.
I, the Lord, will be your eternal light,

more lasting than the sun and moon.


When the wisemen bowed before Jesus, they realized that the brilliance of the star 
they had followed was nothing compared to the light that God has sent at Christmas.  

Jesus is the one who will meet you in your deepest darkness, whatever that darkness is 
for you.

His love never changes.
In his light, we find the strength to carry on.
In his light, the darkness around us and in the lives of others is replaced with hope,

and peace, and Joy, and love, and forgiveness.

Jesus is the Light!
And so are YOU!
And so are you..........

Amen and Amen.


