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LABOR OF LOVE or TO BE THE MISSIONAL CHURCH 
Job 42:10-17 & Matthew 28:16-20 

 
 

 This is how Matthew ends his gospel, but it’s really a beginning: with the Risen Christ 
sending his disciples OUT into the world to be apostles.  Apostle literally means “one who is 
sent.”  John Calvin reminded us that we are the “Priesthood of believers.”  But we are also 
apostles to the world, every one of us sent into the world to preach, teach and heal … to DO 
and to BE the gospel. “GO, BAPTIZE, TEACH,” he says as he commissions US. 
 You do understand why I’ve chosen to preach this sermon on Labor Day weekend, 
don’t you?  Above and beyond anything that you or I do that we consider “work” … “Go, 
baptize and teach” is to be our Labor of Love.  That’s why we are here.  As I mentioned last week, 
Katie’s comment to our Missional Church Task Force, a week ago Thursday was: How can we be 
Jesus to our community?  That IS the defining characteristic of the Missional Church.  And it should 
be our Labor of Love as the body of Christ called Lakewood Presbyterian Church. 

 
 Where did it all BEGIN?  With eleven disciples on a mountaintop in Galilee.  Why GALILEE?  
It was the home base of Jesus’ ministry, where he taught and healed.  And it was the staging area, 
the launching pad of the church’s mission to the world.   
 Matthew had pointed us there in the fourth chapter where he quoted the prophet 
Isaiah: “The light of God was shining throughout the whole world, and it was beginning in the 
Galilee of the nations, the Galilee of the Gentiles” (Isaiah 9:1-2). 
 And why a MOUNTAIN?  Mountains often are places of revelation, meeting places with 
God, “thin places” where heaven and earth come close.  It was on a mountain where Jesus had 
delivered to his disciples the Sermon on the Mount.  It was on a mountain where the 
transfiguration happened: Moses and Elijah appearing to talk with Jesus, and God’s voice 
from heaven telling the disciples what God had said to Jesus at his baptism: “This is my son, the 
Beloved, in whom I am well pleased.”  Then God added, “Listen to him.” 
 Now they returned to a mountain.  Was it one of those mountains?  Today’s translation 
describes the place as “the mountain to which Jesus had directed them,” called them to be 
disciples and taught them how. 
 The passage says that “When they saw him” … it was first a “seeing” … “they worshiped 
him; but some doubted.”  This should be reassuring – that worship and doubt could live together 
side by side.  

    
 Doubt can be a negative thing – cynical and dispiriting – but it can also be an important 
dimension to our faith.  It keeps us from being smug and too certain.   

 Frederick Buechner says that doubt is the ants in the pants of our faith – it keeps it alive 
and moving.   

 Paul spoke of our moving “from faith to faith,” which means to me moving from a less 
adequate faith to a more adequate faith … then moving again.  

 Buechner says, “If there’s no room for doubt, there’s no room for me.”   

 I think it is very encouraging that even in the presence of the risen Christ, there was 
room for doubt.  There may have been a little self-doubt too, after all, they ALL had deserted 



him in his hour of need: “Who am I that he should be appearing to me?  I messed things up 
before.  Why should he trust ME again?” 

 
 But then Jesus gave the Great Commission.  “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.”  Think back to the wilderness temptations.  The devil had offered Jesus all 
the kingdoms of the world if he would bow down and worship him.  Jesus had refused this 
offer.  And now God gives to him ALL power and authority. 
 It’s actually a kind of case study in the power we must refuse and the power we are 
given by God.  We REFUSE coercive power, the power of control, the power of the sword.  And we 
are GIVEN by God a different kind of power: the power of persuasion and invitation, the power of 
God to transform, reconcile, rectify and heal … and most importantly: the power to LOVE. 
 They “saw” him, they “worshiped” him, they even doubted … but then Jesus says to 
them: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”   
 And then he follows with THE GREAT COMMISSION IN FOUR PHRASES:   
 GO.  God is a sending God and we are God’s people SENT.  In John’s Gospel the Risen 
Christ says: “As the Father, my Abba, the Beloved, has sent me, so I send you.”  Literally as the 
Father has “apostled” me, so I send you … “apostle” you. 
 Christ has sent us ALL to be apostles.  It is not limited to the eleven male apostles.  
Apostleship is not anatomically determined, but spiritually determined.  The two Marys were the 
first apostles of the Easter gospel.  And Mary Magdalene has been named: “Apostle to the 
apostles.”  The “APOSTOLIC” church is the church being SENT, male and female in MISSION, as 
Jesus was SENT to preach, teach, heal, and forgive. 

 MAKE DISCIPLES.  And as we GO Jesus SENDS us to “MAKE DISCIPLES.”  To invite people 
to follow Jesus with us … RIGHT HERE.  And as we follow Jesus we are being formed by him. 

    
 Discipleship, as Dallas Willard likes to describe it, is apprenticeship: Spending sufficient 
time with a person under appropriate conditions in order to DO what that person does and BE 
who that person is.   

 We’re called to create the right conditions where a person can come and spend time with 
Jesus and be formed by him, so that they can DO what he does and BE who he is. 

 BAPTIZE.  And then Jesus calls us to baptize: “Baptizing them into the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.”  Not just in the name, but INTO the name.  “INTO” is what the Greek says. 
 Baptism is the movement of our life INTO the life of God, Christ and Spirit.  It is an 
immersion of our life into the waters of the divine life. 
 The church through the years has used the language of extending the kingdom, 
building the kingdom, advancing the kingdom.  Jesus spoke of RECEIVING the kingdom and 
ENTERING the kingdom. 
 Baptism is the sacred action which symbolizes what YOU are doing and what GOD is 
doing.  Sacraments are meeting places between the divine and human.  You are entering into 
God and God is entering into you.  You are entering the new creation and the new creation is 
entering you.  

 AND THEN FINALLY, TEACH.  We are sent to TEACH all that Jesus commanded.  We need 
Jesus as savior yes, but we need Jesus as teacher too.  Being a disciple is learning of him, 
hearing his words, watching his life. 

 We spend so much of our time hearing worthless words, watching lives not worth 
watching.  Let us orient our lives to his words, to his way of life. 
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 At Temple Ahavath Chesed, right down San Jose Blvd, once a year at the Festival of the 
Giving of the Torah the congregation goes outside and stands in a circle.  The entire Torah 
scroll is unrolled and is wrapped around them.  I saw it happen a couple of years ago and 
wondered what on earth they were doing … It was a gorgeous sight. 

 So Jesus’ words, his commands wrap around us.  I went back through Matthew this 
week.  Here are some of his words.  Incline your ears to his voice … Let them WRAP around you: 
 “Repent, turn, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.”  
 “Follow me, and I’ll make you fishers of people.”  
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, the gentle ones, the peacemakers, those hungry and thirsty 
for righteousness and justice; yours is the kingdom of the heavens.” 
 “You are the light of the world.  You are the salt of the earth.”  
 “Love your enemies...”  
 “Judge not…”  
 “Consider the lilies…”  
 “Do not be anxious…”  
 “Your sins are forgiven.”  
 “Rise and walk…”.  
 “Take heart, your faith has made you well.”  
 “Shake off the dust.”  
 “Come unto me, you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  
 “Unless you become as children you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  
 “If anyone would come after me, let them deny self, take up their cross and follow me.”  
 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind.  This is the 
greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 “Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these, you’ve done it unto me”.  
 “Go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 
 And here are the last words of Jesus, the last words of the Gospel: “And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 “And remember, I am with you always...”  Could there be any better words to end the 
Gospel?  Matthew has been making this point all the way through! 
 In Matthew chapter 1, the angel says to Joseph in a dream: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel (which means God with us).” 
 In chapter 18 Jesus says, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the 
midst of them.”  
 Jesus is God WITH us … And he will ALWAYS be WITH us. 

 
 And so the last words of the Gospel: “And remember, I am with you always…”  
 What is the story of your life?  One of the things I enjoy most is hearing people’s stories.  
What is your past?  How is your story changing?  And the thing is, we change our story or 
choose our story to be our frame of reference, to justify or make sense of our lives … or at least 
this particular day of my life. 
 No question though, we are story-formed creatures.  We find our identity, our meaning 
in being part of a larger story.  And so it is crucially important then, WHAT story, WHOSE story 
you choose. 
 Matthew’s Gospel invites you into the most extraordinary story imaginable.  
 It is the story of God, the maker of all things, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
Sarah, Rachel, Ruth and David, revealed complete in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus is 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
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 It is the story of the crucified one raised from the dead.  The executed one now the risen 
one.  
 And it’s the story of the Risen Jesus coming to us and “apostling” us, calling us to be 
apostles of the gospel … the good news: “As I was sent, so now I send you.”  Now THAT’S a story! 

 I see our story unfolding … you on mission, going, making disciples, baptizing, teaching 
… apostles to the world.  
 I see it in how you shape your vocation and professions, in how you spread compassion. 
 I see it in children’s voices learning to sing to God, for God – I can still see and hear our 
children as they sang with some of our choir members a couple of weeks ago.  And as they 
participate in Sunday School and in Young Disciples, it’s there that the biblical stories will 
make their way into our children’s minds and hearts. 
 I see it as you work with our youth, helping them claim their own authentic faith.  
 I see it as you take care of one another as a truly loving family of God 
 I see it in mission action among the least of these in Jacksonville and beyond.  How did St. 
Frances say it?  “Preach the gospel everywhere; and if necessary use words.” 
 I see it in adult classes and bible study groups and Presbyterian Women’s circles and as 
you participate in one of our choirs … you become community in Christ.  
 I see it in worship … beautiful and challenging, ancient and new … some moments 
comfortably, blessedly at home with God, other moments on a wild safari into the mystery of 
God. 

 My hope is that as you sit here Sunday after Sunday in worship, at some point you 
“GET MISSIONED” … that Christ comes to visit you, speaks to your heart and helps you see a 
new mission field you might be a part of through our church … answering for yourself the 
question: “How can I be Jesus to my community?” 
 The church that is truly the church is moving steadily in that direction: to inspire, 
encourage and equip us ALL as we are sent into the world … “To Be the Missional Church” … 
remembering all the while Jesus’ words: “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 
 Oh yeah … Job.  As you know, Job had lost everything.  But at the end of Job’s story all 
is restored.  How did that happen?  “There came to him all his brothers and sisters … they ate 
bread with him in his house; they showed him sympathy and comforted him …and each gave him 
money and a gold ring.”  WE need to be those people to others.  That is our LABOR of LOVE. 
 

Amen and Amen. 


