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JESUS … HIS STORY, OUR STORY 
CALLING DISCIPLES ... OUR CALL 

Mark 1:16-20 & Mark 3:13-19 
 

 
 The season of Lent is a time of reflection and introspection.  A time to think about 
relationship … with Christ and with his Church.  And so our focus is: JESUS … HIS 
STORY, OUR STORY.  The question over these 40 days in Lent is this: How does JESUS’ 
story define, shape, impact OUR story?  We ALL have a story to discover and share.  
Using Mark … the original Gospel as our guide, I will do my best to help you discover 
YOUR STORY as it relates to JESUS’ STORY through my sermons and on our Wednesday 
nights together through March and on to Easter. 
 So what’s YOUR story?   
 In the light of JESUS’ story, how do you see YOUR life?  

 
 The gospel of Mark records how Jesus began his ministry.  Jesus “came preaching” 
proclaiming the near approach of the kingdom of God, saying: “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; turn and believe in the good news.” 
 But his preaching soon was followed by a calling of MEN and WOMEN to be his 
disciples.  His words: “FOLLOW ME.” 
 He came to Simon and his brother, who were fishing in the Sea of Galilee.  “Follow me,” 
he said, “and I’ll make you fishers for people.”  The text says that “immediately they left their nets 
and followed him.” 

 In chapter three the list of MEN is completed: 
 “He went up the mountain and called to him those whom he wanted, and 
they came to him. And he appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles…”  
They were: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter), Peter’s brother Andrew, 
James and John (brothers he nicknamed “Sons of Thunder”), Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas (we know him as “Doubting Thomas”), another 
James, Thaddaeus, Simon (who remained “Simon”), and Judas Iscariot. 

 But it is interesting to note that in the first three verses of Luke, chapter 8, the 
physician records that Jesus also called WOMEN to be his disciples.  Yes, WOMEN … they 
were considered by Jews lower than dogs in the pecking order.  But we know that Jesus is no 
ordinary man … radical in his entire approach to life, religion and relationships.  Who were 
they?  Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna.  So you see, besides the symbolic “Twelve” Luke 
tells us there were other disciples.  In fact, he flat out says there were “many others” (Luke 8:3), 
both MEN and WOMEN … and even YOU and ME! 

 
 “Disciple” means literally “LEARNER.”  There is no following without a learning, and 
the learning is a learning “OF him,” not just “about him.” 

    
 Dallas Willard, a Professor in the School of Philosophy at the University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles, has done extensive study and writing in the area of “Christian 
Spiritual Formation” and has used the term “apprentice” to describe a follower of Jesus.  He 



defines the term: “A disciple, an apprentice is simply someone who has decided to be 
with another person in a relationship, under appropriate conditions, in order to become 
capable of doing what that person does or to BECOME what the person IS.” (The Divine 
Conspiracy) 

 An apprentice would go to live with the master so he/she might learn everything that 
made the master a master.  Therefore, you are not just acquiring a SKILL; you are 
acquiring a LIFE. 

 
 What I’m talking about in all of this is so much more than an academic inquiry into the 
“historical” Jesus.  So many of our contemporary theologians have tried to do just that … look 
at Jesus’ story in purely historical terms rather than at his LIFE and its implication for us.   

    
 Published in 1916, Albert Schweitzer’s The Quest of the Historical Jesus was a 
monument to New Testament scholarship, reviewing all that had been done the previous 
century.  In it he said: 

 We modern theologians are too proud of our historical Jesus, too 
confident in our belief in the spiritual gains which our historical theology can 
bring to the world...There was a danger of thrusting ourselves between men and 
the Gospels, and refusing to leave the individual [person] alone with the sayings 
of Jesus. There was a danger that we should offer them a Jesus who was too 
small, because we had forced him into conformity with our human standards 
and human psychology. (The Quest of the Historical Jesus (Baltimore: The John 
Hopkins Press, Paperback Edition, 1998), p. 400.) 

 He wrote that in 1916.  Schweitzer could well speak the same word to us today. 
    

 Walter Bruggemann, considered by many to be one of our great biblical scholars and 
prophet of our time, offers a similar criticism of this historical approach to Jesus.  He writes: 

 The historical questions rush in too soon. We use them to distance 
ourselves from the Word of God and the words of Jesus. We need to hold the 
historical questions to the side long enough to let ourselves feel the force and 
truth of scripture for ourselves. We need to be let alone with the sayings of Jesus. 

    
 Dale Moody was an exceptional Baptist theologian and biblical scholar.  When he 
died there were several Bibles on his desk and nearly every page of every Bible was filled with 
markings: Under-linings, exclamations, questions, references to other passages and books.  
When he was alive, he would tell his students to read first the Bible, then the commentaries 
and then add, with a wink: “The Bible throws a lot of light on the commentaries.” 

    
 Dietrich Bonheoffer, in his work on Jesus, said that the major question is not “WHAT is 
Jesus?” – the question of office and authority.  It is not a question of metaphysical speculation 
into how he could be divine and human … arguing over things like the virgin birth.  The 
question for Bonheoffer was: WHO is Jesus?  WHO is Jesus Christ to YOU?  The PERSONAL 
question before the historical and metaphysical ones. (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Christ the Center 
(New York: Harper and Row, 1960), pp. 27-40.) 

    
 In his conclusion to his book, A New Christianity for a New World, Bishop John Shelby 
Spong writes: “Thus Christianity (embodied in the person of Jesus) becomes not something 

Page 2 



to be believed but a faith into which we must LIVE, a vision that stands before us, inviting us to 
enter.” (A New Christianity for a New World, p. 243.) 

 
 And so, with all of that said, I really like Dallas Willard’s word “apprentice” as a 
description of “disciple.”  It speaks to the holistic character of the learning and to its 
practical nature … “a faith into which we must LIVE.”  And it speaks to the great honor 
of the RELATIONSHIP. 

    
 Just imagine being a young violinist and being chosen to study with the world’s 
greatest violinist ... the Italian, Niccolo Paganini if he were still alive.  It would be hard work 
and immensely challenging, but that young violinist will learn things in that RELATIONSHIP you 
could learn nowhere else. 

 So Jesus, in Mark and Luke, and yes, in Matthew and John, is Calling Disciples.  The first 
words he speaks are “Follow me.”  That is an invitation to US … OUR CALL to study with him, to 
learn with him, to be his “apprentice.”  His is the WAY to becoming fully and truly human, 
becoming what God created us to become and learning to love without limits.  Jesus is the 
ultimate prototype of humanity, the “new creation” God is calling ALL of us to be.   
 That’s OUR CALL and how we arrive is OUR STORY … by being a disciple, an 
apprentice, in relationship … by LIVING our faith. 

 
 HOW DO WE BEGIN?   
 E. Stanley Jones has put what it means to be a disciple in words I love to use.  You’ve 
heard me use them numerous times over the last 5 years.  To become a disciple, a follower of 
the way is to take this step: 
 “To give as much of yourself as you can…  
  to as much of Christ as you know.” 

 That’s the first step.  It’s the step we take everyday after, beginning the great 
adventure of discovering Your Call.  Everyday you can discover more and more of YOURSELF 
you can give to Christ, and every day you can discover more and more of CHRIST to give yourself 
to. 
 This is the adventure of following Jesus.  Little did I know, could I know, at my baptism in 
St. Clairsville, Ohio 56 years ago, where this journey would lead.  And who knows where it 
might lead the last thirty or forty, God willing, years of my life. 

 
 We can all agree that discipleship has COST involved, but it also has JOY.  Why would 
one, like Peter, leave his nets, his job, family and home to follow Jesus, unless there was some 
rising joy in it all, unless in that CALL was the promise of the truest, fullest LIFE you could 
imagine? 
 The glory of God, wrote Irenaeus in the second century, is the human being fully alive.  
We follow Jesus because we sense that in so doing … we might become FULLY ALIVE. 

 Thomas Merton says that to be a “saint” is to become fully who you are; not your 
imitation of someone else, but fully, truly yourself. 
 So Jesus comes and says, “Follow me and be my apprentice.  I’ll teach you what it 
means to be a human being fully alive.” 

 
 How familiar are you with the Mission and Vision Statement of our congregation?  Let 
me read it for you: 
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LPC Mission & Vision Statement 
The Mission of the Lakewood Presbyterian Church 

is to worship the living God 
as revealed in Jesus Christ, 

to teach the Scriptures, 
to encourage Christian spiritual development, 

to build a fellowship of love and trust, 
and to send forth disciples 

to serve in the community and the world. 

Our Vision is to be a community that ... 
Thinks with the mind of Christ, 
Loves with the heart of Christ, 

and 
Serves with the hands of Christ. 

 
 The reason we are HERE … the reason we EXIST … the reason we are CALLED to 
FOLLOW, to be an APPRENTICE … is exactly what our Mission Statement declares: “…to 
send forth disciples to serve in the community and the world.” Yes, being a disciple 
involves service to others.  It’s how we were made, to live in community, in NEED of one 
another and in SERVICE to one another.   

    
 In Mark, chapter 9, an incident occurs.  Do you remember the argument the disciples 
were having about who was the greatest disciple – which seems just a little thick-headed 
when you think about it?  It showed how much they’d learned … or lack there of.  Do you 
remember how Jesus responded?  He said: 
 "So you want first place?  Then take the last place.  Be the servant of all." (Mark 9:35, The 
Message translation)  You be the one with the least position, the least power, the least 
protection.  And be the one who SERVES.   
 Yes, there is COST involved, but who among us hasn’t felt the JOY of really 
helping someone? 

    
 Martin Luther spoke of the “captivity of sin” as “the self curved-in-on-itself.”  Jesus frees 
us from this self-encapsulated captivity and liberates us to be a self-for-others.   

 I forget who said: the smallest package in the world is a man all wrapped up in himself.  
Or a woman – we are an equal opportunity church here. 

 
 God CALLS us as DISCIPLES in the CHURCH “to serve in the community and the 
world.”  As Jesus’ apprentices, we learn in relationship to think with his mind … to love 
with his heart … all in order to SERVE with his hands.   
 A church can be a church “curved-in-on-itself”, no question about it.  But a vibrant 
church is the mission church … the church going out with the love of God, telling the story of 
Jesus, not so much in words, but by the way we live our lives … in service to others.  We 
definitely don’t go out as if we have all of God’s truth wrapped up neat and tidy, but we go out 
as those grasped by the truth revealed to us and compelled to share it by making a difference. 
 If we are not on mission, we are NOT a church, we are a CLUB. 
 We are not a membership organization, we are a discipleship organization.  We’re in the 
business of shaping disciples, forming followers of Jesus.  The world asks, “How many members 
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do you have?”  God asks, “How many disciples do you have?”  How many on the road with 
Jesus growing and deepening in their following of him?  “How many” is an important 
question, but only if those counted are ON THE ROAD WITH JESUS. 

 “Follow me,” he says, and you’ll learn what this means. 
    

 Gerard Manley Hopkins, English poet, Roman Catholic convert, and Jesuit priest, 
began to see Christ everywhere: In the beauty of a flying bird, its breast shining with the 
reflection of the sun; when he saw justice at work; and truth and goodness when he saw 
human beings becoming “Christs” as they followed Christ.  In one poem he wrote: 
 I say more: the just man justices; 
 Keeps grace: that keeps all his goings graces; 
 Acts in God’s eye what in God’s eye he is – Christ.   
 For Christ plays in ten thousand places, 
 Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his 
 To the Father through the features of men’s faces.  
 (“as kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies draw flame,” The Poems of Gerald Manley Hopkins 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1967), p. 90.) 

 “Christ plays in ten thousand places.” 
 Even in YOU … As you FOLLOW. 

 
 HERE’S MY CONCLUSION 
 How to FOLLOW?  Four words and brief statements.  This could be another sermon.  
Fortunately, it won’t be now. 
 1. SCRIPTURE: Dwelling in Christ’s words; letting Christ’s words dwell in you.  A 
regular reading of scripture alone and in community. 

 2. WORSHIP: Regular worship with others in a worshiping community. 

 3. COMMUNITY: Koinonia, some small group experience where we can know others 
and be known and share the journey with Christ.  And then walking on the road with Jesus in 
community. 

 4. MISSION: Self-emptying service on behalf of “the least of these.”  There is no 
following of Jesus without sacrificial service to someone who needs what we can give.  It is part 
of “the way.”  It is an essential dimension of how we know him and learn what it means to call 
him Christ and Lord.  Let us walk that way.  THIS IS OUR CALL … 

Amen and Amen. 


