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EXPOSED ...  HOW EMBARRASSING IS THAT! 
Transfiguration Sunday 
2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2 

 
 EXPOSED ...  HOW EMBARRASSING IS THAT!  I’m not talking about the choir being 
completely “exposed” for the first time ... for the entire service, but how apropos is that?  I planned 
this sermon back in early January and had no idea that they would be moving down on this Sunday.  
But they are truly exposed ... look at them, watch them, they’ve got to behave now.  No more filing 
the nails, sleeping, passing notes to one another, etc.  You’re exposed! 
 But no ... that’s not what I’m talking about today. 

 
 Actually, what we have this Sunday is the end of the season of Epiphany, which began the 
first Sunday back in January and it always falls on the Sunday right before Ash Wednesday.  Up until 
now we have been celebrating experiences in the birth and life of Christ throughout the Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany seasons in which God’s glory has been manifested in the life of Jesus ... 
things like the incarnation; the boy, Jesus, in the temple; Christ’s baptism; Jesus the healer; the peace 
Christ brings; the fact that God cares about us enough to send Jesus.  These concepts are 
comforting, but often confusing to our frame of reference ... we certainly are limited in our 
understanding of God and God’s ways!  I guess that if these ways were easy to understand by early 
Christians, Paul wouldn’t have had to write all those letters. 

 And so, this is Transfiguration Sunday.  Once again, we are presented with another 
experience in the life of Jesus that appears to be outside our frame of reference.  One of the amazing 
stories in the New Testament is this story of the Transfiguration recorded by Matthew, Mark and 
Luke [known as the Synoptic Gospels].  In all of their accounts, Jesus took Peter, James, and John 
with him and led them up a high mountain.  His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than 
anyone in the world could bleach them.  And there appeared Elijah and Moses, the two great 
former teachers, who were talking with Jesus. 
 Peter got real excited over this mountaintop experience.  “Rabbi,” he said, “this is wonderful.  
It’s so good to be here.  Let’s hold on to this forever.  Let’s put up three shelters, three monuments, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” (Luke 9:33). 
 It was quite the scene and Peter wanted to make it permanent.  Three permanent shelters 
with Jesus, Moses, and Elijah in them ... what a tourist attraction that would be!  Hundreds of 
thousands of people would make a pilgrimage to that place.  But Jesus said, “Let it go.  We cannot 
live on the mountaintop.”   
 As the story goes, the disciples looked around and they no longer saw anyone with them 
except Jesus.  They had to come down the mountain and return to the reality of suffering and pain.  In 
all three of the accounts, as they came down the mountain they found a large crowd arguing with 
the teachers of the law.  A man had brought his epileptic son to be healed by Jesus and that was 
causing quite the stir. 
 Well, in all three accounts, the boy is healed, but all three add their own little twist in how it 
happened.  Check it out in chapter 17 of Matthew and chapter 9 of both Mark and Luke. 
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 Bottom line ... What a strange person this Jesus appeared to be.  His life was all wrapped 
up in mystery and holy times.  But he told his disciples not to hold on to ANY of them.  Peter, James, 
and John couldn’t freeze the mountaintop experience.  Jesus apparently knew that a life only of 
inspiring moments and sacred knowledge LIMITS the GOD WHO WILL BE WHO GOD WILL BE in 
the ordinary experiences of life.   

 
 For those early Christians, the life of Jesus was often seen through the life of Moses.  
Certainly a religious leader had to look like a religious leader and act like a religious leader was 
supposed to act in order to be accepted.   

    
 Do you ever watch TBN ... the Trinity Broadcasting Network?  Founders, Paul and Jan Crouch 
definitely have an interesting “look”.  Jan in her outrageous wigs and Paul with his bouffant hairdo 
... not to mention the clothes and the TV sets with all the gold inlaid furniture, etc.  I guess if the 
“look” is important, maybe we should rethink our renovation and Katie and I could definitely do 
something different with our hair!  How about a great big comb-over starting from the right side?  
And I might as well use a little “Just for Men” in the process.  Would I be accepted? 

 In the New Testament lesson from 2 Corinthians for this morning, Paul utilizes the Old 
Testament story about the veil of Moses as an analogy to talk about the Christian life.  The tie 
between Paul’s words and the Transfiguration is an appropriate one.  I guess you could call Moses, 
Elijah, and Jesus the three great professors of the Judeo-Christian heritage.  Moses, the lawgiver, 
Elijah, the founder of the first seminary, and Jesus, who is called “Rabbi” by Peter in the 
mountaintop experience, represent the totality of the legal, prophetic, and evangelical 
perspectives.  I definitely would have liked to attend seminary with those three! 

 Paul takes us back and reminds us of the Old Testament scene where Moses comes down 
from Mount Sinai with the tablets of stone on which are chiseled the Ten Commandments.  The 
people, rather than focusing on the tablets and the commandments, are more interested in Moses’ 
face.  They can see that something had happened to Moses up there on that mountain.  Moses 
definitely had had an experience with God and it showed ... it was in his face.  In order to draw 
attention away from his experience and help them focus on the tablets, Moses puts a veil over his 
face.  The reality was that the Old Testament Jew was strictly forbidden to look into the brightness 
of God.  Only a select few were allowed this privilege.  The common Jew had to be veiled from the 
glory of God. 
 Now we have Paul’s message, and to the Corinthians he clearly states that the Christian 
experience is to be the exact opposite of the people’s response to Moses.  Just as the Hebrews 
looked at Moses and knew he had been talking with God, so people should be able to see in the 
face of Christians some evidence that they have been with Jesus.  In short, Christians have an 
unveiled ... EXPOSED face when it comes to letting the world behold the glory of God.   

    
 It has been my unfortunate experience, acting on behalf of the Presbytery and the 
Committee on Ministry, to close a church in Temple, Oklahoma ... a very sad day in the lives of a 
couple dozen people.  But I think I might know why the church closed.  It was a plaque that I saw on 
the pulpit when I was preaching the final sermon on that autumn Sunday way back in 1989.   
 When the Church had been built fifty years earlier, a decision was made that there would be 
no memorial or other plaques placed on donated furniture.  But someone had made a substantial 
donation for the pulpit and had insisted (successfully) that suitable note be made on it.  A little silver 
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plaque was fixed to it on top of the rail.  It was visible only to the preacher.  It had the name 
inscribed and then these words in large print text: “Sir, we would see Jesus!”  I can remember 
thinking to myself, “Wow, those words are all wrong!  And they sure shouldn’t be right there!”  They 
seemed to be saying that the congregation expects to see Jesus in the pulpit every week when that 
preacher is preaching.  Well, in my opinion, if there had to have been a plaque, it should have been 
a bigger one on the front of the pulpit for the congregation to see, and the words should have 
been: “In all of you, we would see Jesus!”   
 There’s no question for me that every preacher wants her or his congregation to see Jesus in 
the preaching ... but for the purpose of being drawn to put their trust in him and to grow in their 
experience of his reality and truth.  When that happens, the preacher can expect to see Jesus ... his 
life and character ... increasingly visible in the lives of the members of the congregation.  Was it that 
lack of visibility ... exposure ... that caused the failure of that congregation? 
 “In all of you, we would see Jesus!” 

 
 Paul says there is a different way ... the love of Christ will shine through the faces of those 
who have encountered Jesus and through the institution called the church which houses these 
shining Christians. 
 Sadly that has not always been the case with either Christians or their churches.  Many of our 
doctrines have become veils which regulate the faith and hide the vision of Jesus behind tinted 
windows and closed blinds.  In fact, psychiatrist and author, M. Scott Peck, once described modern 
day Christians as “being like hypochondriac widows living behind closed blinds or tinted windows, 
holding to memories of a dead husband.”  Christianity can, indeed, become a veiled experience, 
separating us from our fellow human beings as we retreat into what Paul calls “shameful and 
cunning” ways, and thus “falsify God’s word.” (2 Corinthians 4:2) 

 Now you have to understand what was going on here.  The Jews had 613 laws to live by.  
The mentality among God’s “chosen people” was that if they legalistically kept to the letter of the 
law, then there’s this kind of divine insurance policy they would have.  Paul renounces that kind of 
thinking for the Christian church  ... rather than viewing faith in Christ as some kind of divine aspirin 
to take in secret to make everything okay, Paul is encouraging the Corinthians ... encouraging US ... 
to expose ourselves and let our FAITH become public as it interacts with the world around us.  In this 
sense, Paul’s mysticism shines through.  He sees the love of Christ as a power pulling ALL things 
together toward their fulfillment.  As people outside our walls begin to see the RADIANCE in the 
loving lives of Christians ... in YOU and ME ... they begin to get a sense of the true freedom and 
joy and peace and love that can be THEIRS as they SEE CHRIST IN US.  For Paul states 
emphatically: “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” 

 
 I guess what this boils down to for me, is a question ... one I don’t particularly like to think 
about: Can YOU and I remain Christian in an affluent society if ALL we do is sit behind tinted windows 
and closed blinds, wondering about our own health, welfare and personal salvation?   
 The sermon, at this point, probably doesn’t feel very comfortable, for you or for me.  But, in 
the final analysis, I’m not certain how much God cares about our feelings.  God appears to be as 
much concerned about the way we treat others in our WORLD and the love and acceptance we 
share with ONE ANOTHER as God does the way we feel about OURSELVES.  Yes, God apparently wants 
us to EXPOSE ourselves in public. 
 Paul is clear in his insistence that this reflection of the Lord’s glory is an ever-increasing 
event ... not some sort of sporadic approach to this exposure.  We have a ministry ... a ministry 



 

Page 4 

that is to reflect the ministry of the Lord himself.  That ministry of Jesus was very much a public 
ministry in which he called on those who followed him to visit the prisoners, feed the hungry, 
heal the sick, clothe the naked, and welcome the stranger ... truly an ongoing ministry of 
justice. 

    
 Everyday on the sidewalks by the Tower of London, there’s a man who sketches pictures in 
chalk.  Near him sits his ragged hat into which people throw coins if they admire his efforts to paint 
the sidewalks.  All day long this artist works on his pictures.  Some are beautiful scenes of the 
countryside, while others are of fruit and flowers that appeared to passersby to be sitting on the 
sidewalks.  A passing shower could wreak havoc with the drawings.  Someone could occasionally 
walk over one by mistake.  The artist was forever retouching the drawings.  
 Destroyed every night, the pictures are redrawn each morning, always by the same artist.  
Despite this polite form of begging, many people wish the artist would use a more permanent form 
for his beautiful expressions. 

 The world is full of people who paint masterpieces in chalk ... people who exhaust all their 
energies on activities that seldom last longer than a night. 

   YOU and I are the EXPOSED, PERMANENT MATERIALS which God uses to paint to the 
world Jesus’ vision of the Kingdom of God coming on earth as it will in heaven.   

 In a country like ours where the disparity between rich and poor is growing, and every 44 
minutes an American child dies of the effects of poverty ... a veiled faith will not work.   

 We must do more than form clubs to discuss hunger.   
 We must do more than debate the morality of the appearance of those who are naked.   
 We must do more than offer the sick our private prayers thanking God for our own health. 

 Imagine that plaque in that closed church in Temple, Oklahoma affixed right here on the 
front of this pulpit: 
  “In all of you, we would see Jesus!” 

 If Christ truly be within us,  
  the veil has been lifted from our faces.   
   We are EXPOSED! 

Amen and Amen. 


