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YOU WANT TO MAKE GOD HAPPY?
GIVE ME YOUR CADILLAC!

Luke 12:32-40

I want you to imagine for a few minutes this morning that you’re a fly on the wall in the 
home of some good friends of yours, privileged to watch the interactions of their daily lives.  Think 
of it as “reality TV” among friends.  You see them when they eat breakfast in the morning, you watch 
their children play in the family room, you see mom cooking dinner, and you see dad doing the 
dishes (he’s a good dad).  It’s all pretty normal stuff that happens in countless homes in America.  
But it’s the conversation at the dinner table that catches you by surprise and will not let you go.  For 
at this dinner dialogue, you are simply amazed by what you hear the parents saying to their children.

The mom speaks first: “Kids, we know that fruits and vegetables are probably good for you, 
but we have decided to let you eat dessert first, and if you don’t want to eat the broccoli, that’s fine 
with us.”  

And then the dad speaks: “And we’ve sold your bicycle helmets, and we have removed the 
life jackets from the boat, and you don’t have to wear your seatbelts in the car anymore.”  

Just when you think you’ve heard it all, mom speaks again: “When school starts back up in a 
few weeks, homework will not be allowed in this home, and bedtime is whenever you choose.”  

The kids begin to cheer, but it’s not over yet.  Dad says: “And that thing about brushing your 
teeth, and changing your underwear, and going to Sunday School, and cleaning your rooms; it’s all
overrated!  You don’t have to do any of that stuff anymore.”  

And the last scene you see before turning off the television is these two little kids jumping up 
from their seats, grabbing their father’s power tools and running with scissors in their hands as they go 
outside to play in the street.

What on earth is happening here!  You had no idea this was going on in the home of your best 
friends.  You thought you knew them really well ... so out of character for them.  How could they say 
these things?  Maybe you just misunderstood them.  Maybe they were just having a bad day, or 
simply joking with their kids.  But what if it is all true?  Now you’re not so sure you want to be associated 
with them anymore. That’s how astonished you were when you saw your best friends on reality TV.

Obviously it’s all fiction ... I made it all up.  But what if it were true?  That someone you knew 
very, very well, turned out to be a radical troublemaker, whose ideas were so out of the mainstream
and so contrary to what you believed, that he might even be DANGEROUS?  

IF you can wrap your brain around that unlikely possibility – that someone you know well could 
do and say things that sounded bizarre and counter-culture – then you begin to get a picture of Jesus in 
first century Israel.  

Jesus was the one who was supposed to be the Messiah, the one who would show up and slay 
the enemy, and provide peace and prosperity for the Jews, and rule the Kingdom with an iron fist.

But then one day, this Messiah does come, and he says things that defy what every self-
respecting Jew ever believed.  This Jesus says things like:

 I did not come to bring peace, but a sword;

 There is no difference between Jews and Greeks; slaves and their masters;

 I have come to comfort the afflicted…and afflict the comfortable;
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 If you love me, you will hate your mother and father, sister and brother;

 Love your enemies; don’t hate them, love them;

 And ... Sell your possessions and give the money to the poor.

If you have ever wondered WHY Jesus was so unpopular with the Jewish mainstream of his 
day ... this is why.  He turned the values that they held upside-down, and replaced them with radical 
ideas.  The first shall be last, the slave shall be free, the poor shall be rich.  Twenty centuries later, we 
read what Jesus said and did, and we say “Right on, Jesus!  You really put it to those pious Jews.  Good 
for you.  Way to go!”  What we fail to realize is that the message of Jesus has not changed in 2000 years ...
except NOW he is speaking to US.  

 Today, WE are the wealthy and the proud.  

 Today, WE are the ones who are comfortable in our religion, and separated from those who 
are the sinners. 

 Today, WE are the ones who believe that Jesus is “for us” and therefore “against them.”  

We see the verses of scripture that say otherwise, and we assume that the words cannot 
possibly be directed at US.  There must be some sort of error in translation from Greek to English.  
Jesus didn’t really mean what he said ... did he?


Tony Campolo, professor, author, preacher, spoke at a conference I attended once, and I 

believe he said it best:
“Christians in this century grind the words of Jesus to fit our circumstances. 

We’re not really supposed to sell our possessions and give the money to the poor. 
We’re not really supposed to visit the sick, the imprisoned and the poor. We’re not 
really supposed to choose to be last in line as servant leaders? But what if we are? What 
if we are?”


What we have here this morning in our passage is one of the “Hard Sayings” of Jesus.  If you 

Google “hard-sayings of Jesus” on your computer, you’ll get a list of about 24 that scholars lump into 
this category.  They cover all kinds of things, and as you read through the list they might make you 
a little uncomfortable.  The reality is that many of Jesus’ expectations go largely unmet in our lives.  But 
we need to understand the values that Jesus holds before they can ever become our values.  

As I begin preparation for my sermons in the fall and through the remainder of the year, 
maybe I need to consider a series of sermons on some of these sayings ... we’ll see.  However, for 
today we’re dealing with this idea of our POSSESSIONS ... and folks, we have much!


The passage we read a moment ago starts out nicely enough when Jesus said “Do not be 

afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  Jesus calls us his flock, 
his little lambs, and he tells us that we don’t have to be afraid of God because God wants to give us 
a gift.  We don’t earn our way into the Kingdom; we don’t get there by doing good works.  It is God’s
gift to us, free and unearned.  There’s a song that says: 

Have no fear, little flock, have no fear little flock, 
for your father has chosen to give you the Kingdom, 
have no fear little flock.

But in the very next verse, Jesus HAMMERS us!  “Sell your possessions, and give alms.” In another 
gospel, he says it this way; “If anyone wants to be my disciple, let them sell everything they own, give 
the money to the poor, take up their cross and come follow me.”  What happened to “have no fear, little 
flock”?  He couldn’t have possibly meant for us to take that literally!  What ... we’re supposed to give
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away our homes, our bank accounts, our cars and our Jaguars’ season tickets, and live in poverty?  As 
Campolo suggested, we begin to “grind” it to fit.  And so we begin to think that what Jesus actually
meant was that we should share a little bit with those who have less than us.  We may even give 
sacrificially so that the church can reconfigure the sanctuary, fix the steeple, provide a place for our 
youth to learn; or so that African children can drink pure water; or so that hungry people on the 
Southside of Jacksonville can get some food.

But what if Jesus meant it LITERALLY?  What if he truly meant that we cannot have two
masters, and that if we worship money, we cannot worship HIM.  And further, if we worship HIM, we 
will NOT worship money?  What do we do with a command as RADICAL as that?


You’ve probably asked yourself, “What’s with the title of his sermon?” “You Want to Make 

God Happy?  Give Me Your Cadillac!”  If you happen to own a Cadillac, you are probably feeling pretty 
picked on by now, and that was not my intent.  So let me expand the target for a moment.  “If you 
want to make God happy, give me your Lexus or your mini-van!”  OR “If you want to make God 
happy, give away your Toyota Corolla.”  OR “If you want to make God happy, give all your toys to the 
children down at the Sanctuary on 8th Street.”  That’s what the verse means.  Given the choice to make 
God happy, or make ourselves happy, we choose ourselves nearly every time.

This is one of those verses of scripture that we refuse to interpret literally.  Other verses, we 
are more than happy to take exactly as they are written.  If we’re not divorced, we take all the 
scripture verses about divorce literally.  If we have never committed adultery, we agree with all the 
bible verses on adultery.  If we are not homosexual, we have no problem being black-and-white on 
the issue of homosexuality.  But when it comes to the verses where Jesus tells us to give away
EVERYTHING we own ... we want to “grind” that verse to fit.  

And you think I don’t do that, too?  I do.  We ALL do.


Alright, alright ... so, what are the choices that we have?  
One is to play with the words of Jesus; to twist them and turn them, so that they line up with 

the way we live our lives.  You know, “grind” them to fit our circumstance.  

Another possibility would be to strictly and rigidly follow every command and every call of 
Jesus.  It might be legalistic and nearly impossible to do, and no one in human history has ever been 
successful at it, but we could try...

There is a third possibility; in fact, it’s not just a possibility, I think it is the reality where most of 
us live.  We could admit that Jesus meant everything he said in scripture, and he truly calls us to obey, 
but we are only human ... we screw up regularly ... and we’ve said “no.”  That’s why we include a 
Unison Prayer of Confession and a time for Silent Confession each and every Sunday.  It’s the place in 
the service where we admit that we are weak, that we repeatedly turn our backs on the way Jesus
would have us truly live.  We confess these things to God, and ask forgiveness … again and again ... 
“Forgive us God, and let us start over again tomorrow.”  And God, in God’s amazing grace says this: 
“Do not be afraid, little flock ... Do not be afraid ... for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.  Do not be afraid.”

We are people on a journey.  The rules are real.  The hard sayings of Jesus in scripture are not 
figures of speech, but rather, calls to obedience.  Jesus takes us just the way we are, but he is NOT content 
to leave us the way we are.  So he challenges us over a lifetime to serve him, not out of legalism ... but 
out of LOVE.  


There are actually five more verses included in this passage of Scripture that deal with what 

is called the Second Coming.  Appropriately Luke places them right after this “Hard saying” ... for 
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they give us added HOPE as we make this journey together and with Christ.  I’m not going to get into 
some theological discussion of when, where or how the Second Coming is to take place, but rather 
look at it in the context of all that I’ve said thus far.  

There is a promise first noted in verse 37: “...he will come and serve them.”  And then again in 
verse 40: “...for the Son of Man is coming.” 

Do you get it?  We are on a journey, but we are not alone!  
As I said, Jesus takes us just the way we are, but he is NOT content to leave us the way we are.  He 

comes to us a second time and a third ... again and again and again.  Jesus knows we are weak and 
he said he will not leave us alone.  Yes, the Holy Spirit is in YOUR life and in MINE to be there 
throughout our lifetime enabling us to serve him ... empowered by his LOVE.


I must close with this; some of you are trying to serve.  Your actions have drawn the 

attention of this church family to feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked, and healing the sick, 
and visiting the lonely and the imprisoned.  You know who you are.  I don’t need to present a list.  You 
see, when people do obey God’s call, it makes a difference in this world.  That’s what it means to be 
the Church; to give away – not our Cadillac’s – but OURSELVES, so that peoples’ lives are changed.  

So ... Do YOU want to make God happy?  Do you?
You KNOW what to do.....

Amen and Amen.


