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WE GET ANOTHER CHANCE!
Luke 13:6-9 & Colossians 2:6-7

My mother and I now for years will call each other on New Years Day and say, “Hello, is this 
2-0-1-2?”  That’s what Grandma Lil would always do with us.  She died on New Years Day back in 
1977.  So mom and I have kept the tradition alive.

Well, it is 2-0-1-2, but before we talk about the New Year, let me ask you a question: What 
kind of a year was 2011 for you?  Where would you place it on a scale of 1 to 10?

Maybe you would give 2011 an 8 or 9 out of 10 ... in other words; it was a really good year.  It 
was a good year because you had ...
 success in your business in spite of the economy, 
 a good year at work or at school, 
 your favorite team did well,
 things within your family were really good, 
 you made new friendships.

Maybe it was because 2011 was a year that included a lot of exciting things, new challenges, 
goals and tasks completed, or you had a great holiday season.

Or maybe you rate this past year 8 out of 10 because you’re comparing it to the previous 
year ... which was a horrible year!

Or maybe you would give 2011 a 5.  It was just another year, pretty much the same as any 
other year?  Nothing very exciting happened, in fact, it was kind of dull and dreary.  Just getting up, 
going to work, coming home, going to bed and then doing the same thing the next day and the next
and the next.

Maybe 2011 rates only 2 out of 10.  That’s because it was a really horrible year.  Everything 
that could go wrong did go wrong.  The year included tragedy, sickness, loss of friends, loss of a job,
marriage problems, the kids were just impossible, even a death in your family.  If that were the case ... 
how would YOU rate 2011?

Now that we’re done rating the year, I want you to think back and check what kind of a 
person you were during 2011.  Are there some regrets?  If you were able to have some part of the 
year over again, what would you have done differently?  Would you have shown more 
understanding, cared more, been more patient, less critical, been more supportive and helpful?  If I 
were really honest with myself ... there are definitely some things that I wish I would have done 
differently in 2011.

How about your relationship with God in 2011?  Did it grow or did it just kind of hover in 
about the same place as it did in 2010?  Maybe it even went backwards a bit ... praying less, listening
less for God through the indwelling Spirit, spending fewer Sundays in worship.  Maybe God just 
didn’t have a big part to play in your life during this past year ... somehow God just sort of slipped 
into the background.

You could ask yourself the question: Did my life in 2011 reflect the fact that I am a child of God?
 Did I speak as a child of God; 
 Did I act with the love of God in my heart; 
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 Did I interact with OTHERS with the same love and forgiveness that Jesus has shown toward 
ME?


Well, for those of us here this morning, on this the first day of 2012, Jesus tells us a parable. 

It’s brief ... but the point is clear.
Jesus says: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard.” (I guess it was a common thing for 

fruit trees to be planted in along with vines.)  Three years go by and he’s walking up and down his 
vineyard, looking forward to the taste of a ripe fig.  Have you ever had a ripe fig?  I’m not that 
thrilled about them, but back then maybe they were a bigger deal.  I would have rather been 
sampling the grapes, myself.  Nonetheless, this guy wants a ripe, juicy fig (are figs juicy?), but he 
discovers that the tree, even after three years, is still unproductive.  So, he calls to his gardener,
“Hey!  What’s with this thing?!  Get over here!  Why is this tree still here?  It’s just taking space.  Cut the 
sucker down, right now!”

I think Jesus got it right.
Why should that tree remain standing?
Why should it keep taking up space, serving no purpose?
What’s the point of having a tree that should bear fruit ... but does nothing?  “Cut it down!” 

Jesus says.

You realize, don’t you, that Jesus isn’t just talking about a fig tree ... He’s talking about YOU and 
ME.  We’ve got to ask ourselves, “Am I bearing fruit? I keep sucking up the nutrients of the soil in which 
I’ve been planted.  WHEN am I going to show some kind of fruit to match all these years I’ve been 
standing in God’s garden?  WHEN am I going to make something of all the opportunities I’ve been 
given?”


Here’s the realization of the matter ... God has given us some wonderful soil for growth.  In 

our other passage of Scripture this morning, Colossians 2:6-7 makes that rather clear.  I love the way 
Eugene Peterson translates the text in The Message.  Listen:

“My counsel for you is simple and straightforward: Just go ahead with what you've 
been given. You received Christ Jesus, the Master; now live him (follow him). You're deeply 
rooted in him. You're well constructed upon him. You know your way around the faith. 
Now DO what you've been taught. School's out; quit studying the subject and start LIVING
it! And let your living spill over into thanksgiving.”

I get the point ... do YOU?  I need to be producing fruit!  YOU need to be producing fruit!  

2011 is a done deal.  God was THERE and saw it ALL ... how our relationships weren’t always 
what they could have been.
 God saw the arguments;
 The inability to be generous when it comes to forgiveness and reconciliation;
 The lack of gratitude to your parents;
 The disrespect for your children;
 The disconnection between you and the church and what God offers through the church.

   God saw it all as it unfolded during 2011 ... much to our embarrassment.  

And to all of that, Jesus says, “Cut it down!  Why should it be wasting the soil?”  But then, Jesus 
takes a breath and continues, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put manure on
it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”

And with that, Jesus abruptly ends his story of the fig tree.  You and I are left to think about
the generosity, the patience, the grace of the gardener.  Those three words spoken by the gardener 
“let it alone” are word used by Jesus here that also mean “to forgive.”  We know now that Jesus 
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wasn’t simply telling a story about a fig tree, but he was talking about God and the way God forgives
us even though we don’t deserve that kind of generosity and kindness.

Yes, 2011 has ended ... BUT ... We Get Another Chance!


Thomas Edison was working on a crazy contraption called a “light bulb” and it took a whole 
team of men 24 straight hours to put just one together. 

As the story goes, when Edison was finished with one light bulb, he gave it to a young boy 
helper, who nervously carried it up the stairs. Step by step he cautiously watched his hands, 
obviously frightened of dropping such a priceless piece of work. You've probably guessed what 
happened by now; the poor young fellow dropped the bulb at the top of the stairs.  It took the 
entire team of men 24 more hours to make another bulb. Finally, tired and ready for a break, Edison 
was ready to have his bulb carried up the stairs. He gave it to ... the same young boy who dropped 
the first one. 

What magnificent LOVE God shows us!  We Get Another Chance!  God really must think we’re 
something special.  Think about God’s LOVE ... God TAKES ME and ADOPTS ME and CALLS ME A SON!  
That love of God is so precious to us ... especially when we’ve cried out in despair and pain ... and 
when we need the reassurance that everything will be all right!

It doesn’t matter what 2011 was like ... all is forgiven.  Almost every Sunday we hear the words 
of forgiveness when we pray the Unison Prayer of Confession and respond with the Assurance of 
Pardon.  On Sundays when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper we are reminded of this assurance as we 
gather around this table prepared in love.

Yes, the parable about the fig tree makes it quite clear that we have been unfruitful, 
unfaithful, yet in spite of our shortcomings ... God is FAITHFUL.  

Be sure of this: Jesus waits for us, spade in hand, wheelbarrow by his side, ready to bring us 
into 2012.  That’s a promise!  Armed with that promise, we can step forward into the New Year ready 
to let him do the work in us that only Jesus can do.  We Get Another Chance!

Amen and Amen.


