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ADVENT FROM A PROPHET’S PERSPECTIVE: HOPE
Isaiah 2:1-5

It’s the same year after year.  On this most lethargic of all the American weekends, when it takes three 
days to recover from one day of gluttony, this lazy weekend when some people sleep in for four days in a row 
[that is, with the exception of those of you who got up a 4 a.m. to shop on Black Friday  Did any of you do 
that?].  Well, it is this sleepy weekend that the church decides to defy the culture and catapult us into a new 
year ... smacking us first with judgment and then with demand.  It is this weekend that the liturgical calendar 
tells us to “Wake Up!”  Life as we know it will eventually end.  “Get up!”  The world as we experience it will 
surely change.  “Watch!”  The God we think we know is about to become for us a God we have never met.  
Yes, my friends, today is the First Sunday of Advent ... the season of moving toward a God who will invade our 
predictable world and shake us up.


We have had a tradition in our family during the Christmas season for as long as I can remember.  It 

starts on Thanksgiving Day ... Finally playing Christmas music.  Sure we’ve been hearing it for “Months” in the 
stores and on TV in commercials, but for me ... well, this is when Christmas begins.  This is when the routines 
of life change ... we begin thinking about hope, and peace and joy and love in very different ways. 

All of us have traditions, events and goals we look forward too.  Like I said, they give us hope and a 
feeling of anticipation.  At the same time, we can’t sit idly by and assume they will come to pass ... without 
taking some action.  

What I want to do this Advent Season is for us to think about “taking some action” and doing that 
through the perspective and the words of the Prophet Isaiah.


First, just a bit of background information on Isaiah:
The Prophet Isaiah lived 700 years before the birth of Christ, and was actually of royal lineage.  

Isaiah’s father, Amos, raised his son in the fear of God and in the law of the Lord, scripture tells us.  Isaiah 
made his first public appearance as the Divinely inspired prophet in the year of Uzziah’s affliction with 
leprosy, and then ministered to the people for about 90 years, during the reigns of kings Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, Hezekiah and Manasseh.  It was Isaiah’s call to service that is probably the most remembered of all the 
prophets.  Let me read the account for you:  [Isaiah 6:1-8]

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two 
they flew. And one called to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.’
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 

filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the 
altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has 
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’

That was Isaiah’s call ... and it sure would have been hard to deny God’s request at that point in his 
life, I’d say.

As God’s prophet, Isaiah’s mission was not only to admonish the people to keep them on the right 
path, but he was also charged to instill a renewed faith in God.  He brought them courage and fortitude at a 
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time when they were suffering mortal fear from the threat of the new Assyrian Empire.  His message was 
one of hope.  He described a time when God would reign and the world would be in peace ... and that it was 
coming soon.  Isaiah was speaking to a divided community.  There was much pessimism and hopelessness.  
The world was in shambles and people lived in darkness.  But, things were about to change.  Isaiah called his 
people to hope rather than fear.

That hope however, required them to do something.  It called them to participate in the promise of 
future peace by taking some action.  The sooner the better, because failing to take action would prolong the 
possibility of more hopeful times.  Or, like me, they would have to settle for lousy seats in the kingdom.

During this Advent season, how can we experience that Hope Isaiah brought to God’s people 2,700 
years ago and how can we help to bring about Isaiah’s vision of peace?  How can we help to make the reign 
of God a reality for our time and for the world in which we live?  What action needs to happen to make 
Isaiah’s vision of a peaceful world come true?  This will be our focus over the next several weeks.  But where
do we start?  I believe there are two things we need to do....


First, we need to listen to the word of God.  Isaiah calls us to the mountain to receive instruction.  

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord ... that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.”  Unfortunately, in our world there are way too many distractions.  It’s almost impossible to tune in to 
the teachings of God, because we are flipping channels so fast we don’t pause long enough to hear God’s 
message.


Friday I was watching the Auburn - Alabama game ... what a game and what a comeback!  After 

being down by 24 to 0 at the half, in the fourth quarter Auburn was threatening to tie the game up at 27 to 
27 if they scored a touchdown and then go ahead of Alabama with the extra point conversion.  Well, earlier I 
had paused my DVR and so I was behind just a bit in real time – about 4 minutes.  Not thinking what I was 
doing, I flipped the channel to see what the score of the Colorado – Nebraska game was.  When I flipped 
back, now in real time [that’s what DVRs do], Auburn and Cam Newton were leading Bama 28 to 27.  I missed 
the touchdown pass that tied the score at 27 and didn’t see the extra point kicked.  I had to settle for the 
replay to see what happened.

Maybe we’ll miss out on the coming of the kingdom because we are too busy flipping channels.  We 
just might miss the most important play of life by changing channels prematurely.  “Come up to the 
mountain.”  Listen to the voice of God.  Tune in and concentrate on the message of the Lord and follow 
God’s instructions.


Second, the hope of peace becomes a reality when we participate in the process with our hands.  

Isaiah tells us to “beat our swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks.”  In other words, he wants 
us to change our weapons to garden tools.  Rather than use things that are harmful to others, we need to be 
planting seeds and cultivating the soil to help others.


Basil Mathews was walking along the dusty streets of an Arabian village.  He met a tall, young, Arab 

boy playing a flute.  He asked to see the flute and it seemed surprisingly heavy.  After examining it he 
discovered it was made out of an old gun barrel.  The boy explained that he had picked up the gun in an 
area where there had been fierce fighting.  He filed it down and drilled holes in it.  From a weapon of 
destruction he had created an instrument of music.  (from, Ride the Wild Horses, by J.  Wallace Hamilton)

Imagine how different our world would be if we could convert tanks to tractors, fighter jets to 
emergency ambulances and guns to instruments.  All it takes is a little creativity and a vision of peace.  God 
calls us to hammer away at those parts of our lives which are more like swords than they are plowshares.  As 
we begin to do this ... Hope is real.


Isaiah also told his listeners “...let us walk in the light of the Lord!”  For me, to walk in the light of the Lord

is only possible when I am willing to submit to it.  Do we really want peace?  Do we really want God’s kingdom 
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to be a visible expression of God’s love on this earth?  Do we really want there to be a world that sees hope ... 
in the church?  That isn’t possible unless we are willing to give God control of our lives through the 
indwelling Spirit each of us possesses.  That isn’t possible unless we walk in the light of the Lord!


I bet you didn’t know that the root word for “Advent” is the same Latin word where we get our word, 

“adventure.”  If there is ever going to be any HOPE of the possibility of a peaceful world ... then you and I need 
to go on an adventure.  One that requires surrender and a willingness to walk where we have never walked, 
exposing ourselves to the light of the Lord and the presence of God.  God calls us all to be agents of peace ... 
those who don’t believe in violence as a means to an end ... and those who will turn our swords into 
plowshares to follow the way of Love.


I want to conclude this sermon today by reading part of an article that appeared in the Times Union 

on November 20 ... Nutcracker dancers make a difference in the lives of children served by three charities?  I think 
it is a great example of bringing Hope and Peace to our world:

It’s been a difficult year for 41/2-year-old Julia Dyer, who has gone through rigorous 
chemotherapy treatments for leukemia since May. [Will, Susan, Julia and Riley are members of 
our church. Barb and Ken Van Landingham are her grandparents]

The article went on to say:
But sunnier, exciting days are ahead. Her major treatments are finished. Her hair is 

growing back. And she and her family are looking forward to an all-expenses-paid, weeklong 
trip to Disney World and all the major Orlando theme parks in April.

Her adventure will be paid for through the efforts of 300 “Nutcracker Ballet” dancers,
mostly children and teens, who will perform the holiday classic Saturday, Dec. 18, at the 
University of North Florida Lazzara Performance Hall. Every year, the dancers fund the dream of 
a child through the organization Dreams Come True.

And every year, many of those dancers meet the child for whom they are dancing at a 
Nutcracker Tea; this year’s occurred Sunday at the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club.

But the dancers also perform for many other children they’ll never meet ... They know 
they’re dancing for those children too, because director/choreographer Felicia Rhoden reminds 
them of that often during rehearsal days that begin in August. “The most important thing to 
me is that they get why they are dancing,” Rhoden said. “For other children and to have a giving 
heart.”

When they met Julia Sunday, they danced with her and gave her gifts, and they cheered 
when they heard about her upcoming trip to the Magic Kingdom, Epcot, Animal Kingdom, 
Disney’s Hollywood Studios, Universal Studios, Island of Adventure and SeaWorld.

She’ll be staying in a magical village called Give Kids the World, where trees snore, trash 
cans talk and ice cream is available 24 hours a day, Rhoden said. “The best part is, Miss Julia won’t 
have to wait in any lines. She’s been so brave.”

The article went on to say about the dancers: “It’s remarkable what they do, they work 
so hard. And what makes it neat, is they know they are making a difference in a child’s life.”

The Nutcracker, probably more so than any other story at Christmas is a story of hope and peace.  My 
favorite scene is where the mice battle the rats.  But, it is all only a dream ... the dream of a little girl named 
Clara and her Nutcracker prince ... who for awhile, escapes to a world of make believe.  

To live in a world of hope and peace may seem like a fantasy to most of you.  
Nevertheless, as people of faith we are called to try.

Amen and Amen.


