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DOES GOD STILL HEAL? 
Mark 1: 40-45 & 2 Kings 5: 1-14 

 
 

The lectionary provides us with two stories about healing today. And I think we can all 
probably identify in some way. Whether it is a real physical ailment, a spiritual or emotional 
woundedness, or a hypothetical future need. We are all in need of healing, or will be some 
day. 

 
And we pastors spend a lot of time in hospitals. Most of us have trained in some way 

as chaplains as well. We have seen suffering. Unexplainable, undeserved, unbearable, 
incurable sickness. 
 

So when I read these stories of instant and miraculous healing. My first question is: 
Does God still heal? 
 

I have to admit that if I ever witnessed or received a miraculous healing, I, like the leper 
in the Gospel of Mark, would not be able to contain it. I would also have trouble keeping 
Jesus’ secret. For it would be an absolute miracle! And those instant miracles are pretty rare, it 
seems. I can’t say I’ve ever seen, or even heard of one in my own circles. 
 

So I delve deeper into just what ails the leper. Most scholars agree that the illness 
described as leprosy in the Bible is not the leprosy we know today as Hansen’s disease. Rather, 
it would have been some kind of skin condition like psoriasis or eczema. Left without modern 
treatment I imagine it was pretty uncomfortable and definitely unsightly. So the leper has a 
skin problem. 
 

But he also has an emotional problem. You see lepers in those times were ostracized, 
left out.  According to Levitical purity codes, “leprosy renders a person, their clothing, and 
their habitation unclean, and an unclean person was perceived as a threat to the wholeness 
and completeness of the social body.” 
 

So when Jesus made the leper clean (note the text does not say heal, but made clean), 
He treated a physical condition, but also a psycho-spiritual pain caused by the boundaries of 
the society in which he lived. The man’s physical condition was cured. And his full humanity 
was restored. 
 

Have you ever been sick? Wounded? In need of restoration? 
 
We just prayed for many among our church family who suffer physically. We hope for a 

true, physical healing. We want them back at full capacity. And it is appropriate for us to ask 
that of our God. 

 



Just as the leper begged, demanded of Jesus to make him clean. I also know that many 
among us have known the pain of spiritual and emotional wounds. 
 
The grip of alcoholism. 
The break-up of a marriage or a relationship. 
The goodbye from our first love. 
Ostracism from family. 
Termination of employment after years of dedicated work. 
 

In all of its great joys, in so many ways, Life can HURT! 
 

Most of us have been wounded. God still heals our woundedness. And in the depth of 
our pain and need, we want the instant miracle. 
 

But think how long the leper lived in his woundedness before he came across Jesus 
the healer. 

 
And Namaan, who wanted Elisha to wave a wand over his head, instead had to go out 

to the river and wash and wash and wash. 
 

Healing takes time. God’s time, not ours. God’s way, not ours. 
 

Kahlil Gibran wrote, “Then a woman said, "Speak to us of Joy and Sorrow." And he 
answered: Your joy is your sorrow unmasked. And the selfsame well from which your laughter 
rises was oftentimes filled with your tears. And how else can it be? The deeper that sorrow 
carves into your being, the more joy you can contain.”1 
 

Most of us have been wounded. God still heals our woundedness. In God’s time, not 
ours. God’s way, not ours. 
 

Can we give it up to God? Can we release the grip we have on our desire for instant 
healing? Should we? 
 

My favorite professor in seminary taught Pastoral Care classes. Classes about how we 
care, as pastors, for those in need. He started his career as a Lutheran chaplain and minister. 
He had seen a lot of suffering. And he struggled with the great question of faith. 
 

The tension of the three “Omnis” of God. Do you remember learning them? 
God is omniscient – all knowing God is omnipresent – in all places, everywhere God is 
omnipotent – all powerful. 
 

But if God is all knowing, then he knows our woundedness, see and understands it. 
And if God is everywhere, he is here, with us in that woundedness, available, not busy 
somewhere else. And if God is all powerful, then God has the power to heal that 
woundedness. 
                                                 
1 Gibran, Kahlil, The Prophet. Alfred A. Knopf Publishing, New York: 2000. Copyright 1953. Pg. 29. 
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So when we are not healed, is God withholding from us? Limiting Godself? And if so, is 

God a jerk? 
 

My professor, being the compassionate, consummate seminary intellectual that he is, 
endeavored to address this tension theologically. That is to say, maybe our theories about 
God, the three omnis that we were taught as children, Is inaccurate. Maybe God is other the 
omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent. 
 

Many scholars, by the way, are working theologically with this perceived problem. And 
my professor, I believe, was also working emotionally with it. It was an extremely important 
question to him. And the answer, “God knows God’s purposes better than I do for this 
suffering” was not sufficient for him. 
 

So the day in class when a woman raised her hand and cut through the conversation 
and the struggle by saying. “That really is OK with me.” That God’s purposes are greater than 
mine. God knows God’s purposes better than I do for this suffering. Was a shocking moment 
in the halls of academia. But somewhere inside me it rang true. 
 

The deepest pain in my own life was when I lost my father suddenly to a brain 
aneurism. I was 23 years old and he was my hero, my idol, and beginning to become more 
than a father, but also a friend. My sister was 20 and still in college. I was devastated. And 
angry. And in a way lost. But I also found peace. 

 
Within a few days I knew that God was there with me in my woundedness. There is no 

good reason for young women to lose a stabilizing and loving father. But life came from that 
place. It took time, but eventually most of my pain was healed. And my life took a new course, 
a course for which I am so thankful. One that brought me closer to family, closer to God, and 
closer to my true self and purpose. 
 

Healing may not happen instantly. But it does happen. In God’s way. In God’s time. 
 

Even God in Jesus Christ suffered on the cross. But like Jesus, there is transformation 
for us. There is always new life. 
  

Does God still heal? 
 

Pastor Fred Anderson tells this story of healing: 
 
“I remember my third year out of seminary working with a young mother who discovered she had 
ovarian cancer … [who asked me to anoint her for healing]…This was 1976 and we Presbyterians 
had not yet left the secularism of the 20th century for enough behind to find ways to embrace the 
promise of God’s healing power in our liturgical and pastoral life. Not sure what to say or do, I 
called on an older, wiser, and much more experienced pastor to ask for advice. ‘Can I, with any 
integrity’ I asked, ‘pray for healing for Chris?’ He looked at me with a seriousness that told me I had 
better listen. ‘Fred’, he said, ‘God always heals. God always answers our prayers for healing. 
Sometimes it is a recovery so dramatic and marvelous that we call it what all healing is, a miracle, 
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and the person returns to live more days, months, or years. But at other times, God’s gift of healing 
is so complete and so profound that they are no longer equipped to live in this world. They have 
been given a greater miracle still, the gift of resurrection, new and eternal life.’ I anointed Chris the 
next day.”i 
 

Does God still heal? 
God always heals. 

 
Amen and amen. 

 
Amen and Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i Fred Anderson, The Madison Avenue Pulpit, copyright 2003, as referenced in Lectionary Homiletics, Volume XX, 
Number 2. 


