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CISARUA REFUGEE LEARNING CENTRE (CRLC)
Cisarua Learning (CL) Inc. is a South Australian registered, non-profit organisation. 1

We aim to inspire the sleeping leaders within refugee communities by supporting, facilitating
and funding refugee-led initiatives within transient refugee communities. Our focus is education,
communication, community empowerment and skills development. Our primary project is supporting
the Cisarua Refugee Learning Centre (CRLC) in Cisarua, Indonesia.
Cisarua Learning Inc. is in the process of becoming a registered Public Benevolent Institution and
obtaining Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status and is managed by co-project directors Muzafar Ali
and Jolyon Hoff.
The Cisarua Refugee Learning Centre (CRLC) is a refugee established and managed school, located just
outside of Jakarta, Indonesia. It was co-founded by Project Director Muzafar Ali, with its early funding
coming from CL Inc. board members Jolyon Hoff, Caroline Sage, Simon Taaffe and Melanie Morrison.
It has been operating since August 2014 and now has 6 classrooms, 14 teachers and managers, and over
100 students from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq and Sudan.

1 . Incorporation Number A42590, ABN 91616 106 246
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MESSAGE FROM THE PROJECT DIRECTORS
What an incredible 18 months it’s been since we started Cisarua Learning Inc.!
When Muzafar was living as a refugee in Cisarua and co-founded the Cisarua Refugee Learning
Centre - with myself and Caroline as the first supporters - we could never have imagined we would
end up where we are today. Now that Muzafar and I both live in Australia we realised that, to continue
to support the school we loved so much, we had to make it official. On the 15th May, 2015 Cisarua
Learning Inc. was established in South Australia.
Since then the school has continued to grow in strength and capacity, and we have made many friends
from around the world.
There have been so many highlights it would be hard to even just list them here but we’d like to
mention a few extra special moments.
•

In November we ran a Pozible crowd funding campaign with a target of $25,000. It was a daunting
target but by the end of our campaign we raised over $33,000 from 163 supporters. We continue
to receive donations through our website www.cisarualearning.com and this incredibly generous
support gives us the energy to continue. Thank you to all.

•

Muzafar, myself, and Khadim Dai were invited to exhibit a joint exhibition at the Hawke Centre and
Nexus art galleries in Adelaide. The exhibition was opened by His Excellency the Honourable Hieu
Van Le, Governor of South Australia and received a very terrific response. The Governor himself
arrived in Australia as a refugee and is an inspiration for everyone at the CRLC.

•

We began official online classes at the CRLC. Each afternoon a teacher from Australia logs on to
Skype and works with a class of older students from the community. The pilot program is supported
by the Refugee Council of Australia and we plan to expand it through 2017.

•

Muzafar was invited to deliver the keynote speech at 6th Asia Pacific Conference for Refugee
Rights, a biannual conference. The audience represented organisations such as the UNHCR, IOM,
Save the Children and many other organisations from across the region. Our work was unanimously
well received and we have been approached by many to develop partnership arrangements in the
region.

Above all the excitement and developments at Cisarua Learning Inc., we want to thank the teachers,
managers, students and their parents from the CRLC. Their bravery and dedication, while living in the
middle of a such an unknown and difficult journey, is an inspiration to us all. It’s an honour to represent
you. Your hard work is inspiring people all around the world.
Please enjoy this first annual update from Cisarua Learning Inc. From deep in our hearts we thank
everyone for their support.
Yours Sincerely
Jolyon Hoff and Muzafar
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CISARUA REFUGEE LEARNING CENTRE IN NUMBERS
MORNING CLASSES:
Total number of current students: 95 2
Current teachers: 11 (5 males, 6 female)

AFTERNOON CLASSES:
•
•

Students in adult women English classes: 33
Students in online classes (aged 18 - 22): 11

SINCE STARTING IN AUGUST 2014:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Overall students: 282 3
Teachers: 23
Management team members: 9
Teachers resettled: 4
Management team resettled: 2
Number of visitors and interns: 110

2. 88 from Afghanistan, 3 from Iraq, 2 from Pakistan, 2 from Sudan
3. From Indonesia, Afghanistan, Iran, Myanmar, Sudan, Iraq, Pakistan
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REPORT FROM CURRENT CRLC MANAGEMENT
Cisarua Refugee Learning Centre (CRLC) was established in August 2014 by refugees in Cisarua, West
Java, Indonesia. The learning centre was the first of its kind to provide education for refugee children
and women in Indonesia. We would like to thank the local community who have been very generous in
hosting many people from different countries.
We established the CRLC to get access to education while living in limbo. There was no organisation
to provide us education before establishing CRLC. We run six classes in the morning for the younger
refugee children aged 4 - 18 years. In the afternoon we run three English literacy classes for 33 adult
women. We organise online classes for older students and these classes are taught by Australian
volunteer teacher via Skype.
The CRLC is managed by volunteer teachers and management drawn from the refugee community
in Cisarua. Since the beginning, the CRLC teachers were trained by Australian teachers, at trainings
organised by the Australian Teachers Union and NSW Teachers’ Federation. The CRLC teachers
received other training on different subjects, including living values education workshops. Our teachers
also receive valuable support from the Australian Independent School (AIS) in Jakarta in learning new
teaching methodologies.
CRLC is a place where people from other countries meet refugees, learn about their situation
and become inspired by their energy and resilience. We have hosted journalists, artists, authors,
filmmakers, teachers, academics, and students from Indonesian and international universities. These
visitors often stay with refugee families and help with daily activities at the school. We learn from each
other.
Many major television, radio and newspaper publishers have used the CRLC to present positive
refugees stories. They include the BBC, ABC Radio National, ABC Radio Australia, Guardian News and
the Sydney Morning Herald.
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We provide sports education to the community, including a morning ‘warm-up’ and regular soccer
matches. We particularly encourage women and girls in sport, many of them did not have the chance
to play in their home countries. When we see them playing with such enthusiasm it brings tears to our
eyes. The CRLC community is committed to gender equality in all areas.
Our teachers and students come from diverse communities. We also celebrate the significant events
and days which are important for other cultures. We celebrate these days with colour, joy and dance.
We sing, play Damboora (traditional Hazaragi, two-string guitar) and our students perform on tableau.
We perform our cultural dance for our important visitors or when we are invited in any important event
to Australian Independent School in Jakarta.
The CRLC have a monthly
excursion for teachers and
management team. The
excursions are sponsored by
our supporters. This is the
opportunity for us to visit parks,
museum and beaches we
cannot afford to go in normal
days. The excursion is also a
teambuilding exercise for us
because we distribute our tasks
and get closer as a team and
enjoy our time.
We also run our Facebook page. We share our, activities and achievements to tell the world, who we
are, what we are doing and inspire other refugees. We post videos, photos and stories from the CRLC.
We want to promote refugee education through social media posts. Now we have more than 4,000
followers.
Our teachers and other volunteers are committed to continue working for education. We are thankful to
our supporters for accompanying us in this journey.
Last but not least, we are extremely thankful to the local Indonesian community for allowing us living
together with them and supporting refugee education. We are very fortunate of having found a
country that enables us to develop the learning centre and provides us with sanctuary while awaiting
permanent resettlement.
Tahira Razai – Maanager CRLC
Abdul Khalil Payeez – Assistant Manager CRLC
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ADVOCACY AND COMMUNICATION
Communication has been a key element in the success of CRLC. A film project, started by Jolyon Hoff,
Muzafar Ali and Khadim Dai, helped draw the community together and to engage our supporters in Australia
and elsewhere. Our social media presence is growing; our Facebook page now has over 4,300 followers.
Our videos and photo stories are watched up to 30,000 times each. They are often syndicated across online
channels in Afghanistan, Australia and Indonesia. Our website at www.cisarualearning.com has received over
3,000 unique visitors in the past year.
We have generated many positive mainstream media stories about refugees, from media organisations
including BBC World News Video, BBC Bahasa Print, ABC Radio Australia (Print), ABC Radio National (30
minute documentary), the Sydney Morning Herald (Learning Centre Helps Asylum Seekers Cope), the Sydney
Morning Herald (Frontiers of Hope), the Sydney Morning Herald (We invited an asylum seeker…), Inside
Indonesia, The Conversation, Junkee, Mamamia and ABC Television.
Education at the CRLC is a two-way process. Through our films and social media, we are engaging an
international audience and allowing them to see beyond de-humanising mainstream media images. We
believe that this personal level of communication helps to demystify discussion around the refugee crisis.
The academic community is taking notice of the refugee’s work. Muzafar Ali, Lucy Fiske and Linda Briskman
write this article “Asylum Seeker and Refugees in Indonesia: Problems and Potentials”, which was published in
Cosmopolitan Civil Societies: An Interdisciplinary Journal. There are a number of further post graduate studies
taking place in and around the CRLC community.
A number of art projects have been developed around the school community. Jolyon is producing a feature
length documentary, Muzafar, Jolyon and Khadim presented a multi-disciplinary art gallery exhibition across
two galleries in South Australia and Tom Nicholson, senior lecturer Monash University, and Khadim Dai have
collaborated on an art project that has been exhibited in Brisbane and Indonesia.
Khadim also spoke to many universities around the world about the school, including; the Australian National
University, Balsillie School of International Affairs (Canada), United Nation Model Conference (Canberra),
Gadjah Mada University Yogyakarta (Indonesia). He was a guest speaker at the Australian Independent School
of Jakarta’s ANZAC day memorial, and at the Indonesian Institute of the Arts.
Our media outreach program works to inspire other refugee groups and NGO’s to begin their own education
initiatives. In 2017 we will look for further opportunities to present our story in the mainstream media and to
other stranded refugee communities.
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WOMEN’S ROLE
Cisarua Learning Inc. and the CRLC promotes gender equality in all activities. The refugee communities
are exploring many changes as they pass from developing world’s mainly patriarchal environments and
into what they imagine a developed world experience will be. A large part of this is the re-imagining of
gender roles within their communities.
We are proud of the role that women play in our activities. The current school manager of the CRLC is
Tahira Razai, a mother living by herself with her two children, and half our teachers are women.
One area that is particularly joyous for the women in our community is being able to play soccer, an
activity many had never done before in their lives. We believe it was the leadership roles of women at
the CRLC that allowed them to assert this right to play sport.
Khadim Dai made this video called The Heart of the Community about the women in Cisarua.
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FINANCES

Our finances are mainly drawn from individual donations, in particular a Pozible Campaign conducted
in late 2015 which raised over $33,000.
We continue to receive individual donations via our website www.cisarualearning.com. Sometimes
groups get together to fundraise for the school including Art for Charity, Rotaract Club of Brisbane
Rivercity and painting students from ANU School of Arts. That money is then transferred through our
website.
Our online classes were the recipient of a grant from the Refugee Council of Australia.
Once the money is transferred to the CRLC it is accounted for by the CRLC Accounts Manager, Ali
Mehdi Payam.
Refugee students make a small contribution financially. Every month, each student must contribute
10,000 Indonesian Rupiah (equivalent to 1 AUD). The amount is enough to purchase monthly drinking
water for the students.
All the teachers and volunteer team volunteer their time and no-one receives any wages. The CRLC
expenses includes rent for the premises, internet connection, utilities, teacher expenses, provision of
learning resources and sports activities.
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Income and Expenses Report for
Financial Year 2015 2016
Cisarua Learning Inc.

DATE RANGE: 01/07/2015 - 30/06/2016
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The Refugee Community in Indonesia

There are approximately 14,000 refugees and asylum-seekers in Indonesia. the largest single ethnic
group are Hazaras, with almost 7,500 people waiting in Indonesia. There are smaller communities of Sri
Lankans, Rohingyans, Somali, Iranian and Iraqi asylum-seekers and refugees in Indonesia. 4
Persecuted in our homelands, we have had no option but to sell everything we own and borrowed as
much as to make the journey to a safe country. Indonesia is a transit country where we hope to make it
through the long and opaque United Nations resettlement process. It could take years, and there is no
road back. As Indonesia is not a signatory of the 1951 United Nations Refugee Convention, there are no
domestic regulations that provide refugee protection.
Facing this uncertainty, two years ago a small group of asylum-seekers decided to start a school, the
Cisarua Refugee Learning Centre. Encouragingly, through the school, we found that we were having
the best days of our lives. Instead of sleeping all day, we got up early to go to class and to prepare
lessons. Parents made lunches and delivered their kids to school - proud that they were able to provide
an education for their children. We even started a school football tournament, and the female teachers
played football for the first time in their lives.
Underneath all this excitement and optimism is the reality that we are refugees. We cannot work in
Indonesia, or be resettled there. Any financial or medical emergency could mean complete disaster
for us, and the Taliban continue to kill and bomb our relatives and friends back in Afghanistan and
Pakistan.
We are in the middle of a real life gamble, and the stakes could not be higher. If we are not successful,
there are no second chances.
The Cisarua Refugee Learning Centre gives us hope, a sense of community, an identity, and an
education.

4.

http://www.unhcr.org/50001bda9.pdf
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The Refugee Community in Indonesia (cont.)
As of February 2016, approximately 4,273 refugees and asylum seekers are detained, including women
and children. They are kept in 13 immigration detention centres and around 20 makeshift detention
facilities across Indonesia. In addition to those who are detained, there are increasing numbers of
asylum-seekers and refugees who have “self-reported” to immigration authorities to be detained
because they cannot financially support themselves. This creates a range of problems, most notably
severe overcrowding in detention facilities and growing concerns about the presence of refugees and
asylum-seekers in host communities.
There is no durable solution in Indonesia. Not all of the refugees and asylum-seekers get basic support
from IOM and the UNHCR. There are also many more that receive no support whatsoever and must
rely on support from relatives back in Afghanistan and Pakistan or other friends and family in other
parts of the world. Some people simply can’t survive and, due to poverty, self-surrender to detention so that they can have food and a bed while they wait for their process. We are not allowed to work nor
do our young children have access to English language education.
Since there is no organisation to provide education for refugees, CRLC play an important role to
educate refugee children. Instead of playing in the streets, refugee children are fluently speaking
English and take books from the library to read at home. Some of the students resettled in USA, are
quickly adopted new education system. They are even helping their parents to integrate in the new
country.
Thank you to everyone, most especially the brave teachers and students at the Cisarua Refugee
Learning Centre.
And very special thanks to our courageous female teachers who pioneered the way to educating
refugee children. They laid the first foundations to creating a stable community in our fragile and
transient refugee lives.

To support the Cisarua Refugee Learning Centre please go to:
www.cisarualearning.com,
and stay in touch with us
via our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/cisaruarefugeelearningcentre.
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The Cisarua Learning Inc. Board
MUZAFAR ALI:
Muzafar is a refugee from Afghanistan who has now resettled
in Australia on a humanitarian visa. While living as a refugee in
Indonesia he established and managed the Cisarua Refugee
Learning Centre.
In Afghanistan he worked for the United Nations as a Political
Advisor and he is a renowned photographer and human rights
advocate.

JOLYON HOFF:
Jolyon Hoff is an Australian filmmaker who has lived and worked in
Australia, the United States, West Africa and Indonesia. He holds a
Master’s degree in Documentary Directing from the Australian Film
Television and Radio School.
Along with Caroline he was the first supporter of the Cisarua
Refugee Learning Centre.

CAROLINE SAGE:
Caroline works as a Senior Social Development Specialist for the
World Bank across Asia and Africa. She is a well-known supporter
of the arts in Nigeria. With Jolyon she was the first supporter of the
Cisarua Refugee Learning Centre

P. 16

The Cisarua Learning Inc. Board

SIMON TAAFFE:
Simon was one of the first supporters of the Cisarua Refugee
Learning Centre.

MELANIE MORRISON:
Melanie has a lifelong association with Indonesia. Working as a
reporter and editor for a variety of media outlets. Returning to
Australia in 2002 Melanie joined SBS TV as a producer on Insight,
Dateline, and ground-breaking series “Go Back To Where You Came
From.”
Melanie is now the Communications Manager for the Public
Education Foundation, a not-for-profit arm of the Department of
Education.

DR LUCY FISKE:
Lucy holds a Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at
University of Technology Sydney. She has worked with refugees and
asylum seekers for 20 years, first as a social worker and now as a
researcher. She is a new member of CL Inc. and is looking forward to
a long and productive collaboration together.

KHADIM DAI:
When he was living in Indonesia as a refugee Khadim was a cofounder of the school. He worked as its communication manager
and made many awarded short films, artworks and articles about the
refugee community in Indonesia.
He has now resettled in Los Angeles where he continues to
advocate for the Cisarua Refugee Learning Centre..
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DONATIONS:

To help this community please donate
www.cisarualearning.com

CHEQUES AND MONEY ORDERS CAN BE SENT TO:
ST. GEORGE BANK
CISARUA LEARNING INC.
BSB 105-011
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 110 335 440
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
jolyonhoff@gmail.com
or muzafarali12@gmail.com
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