
 

 
 

  

 

 



March 2016 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Welcome to the KS4 Information Evening 2016.  This booklet provides you with information regarding the 
courses available to your child. 
 
Your child should be asking themselves the question ‘What do I want to do after Y11?’.  This question needs 
to be carefully thought about when selecting subjects to study at Key Stage Four.  Some students will not 
have a clear answer to this and others will.  First and foremost, students should select subjects that they have 
an interest in.  And if students do have some idea about their future career then they should select subjects 
that support those plans.  Students certainly should not select subjects just because their friends are choosing 
them! 
 
Every student has been placed into a pathway.  The pathway they have been placed in has been decided 
using a variety of information.  We have used your child’s KS2 data and the progress data that we hold on 
them in school as well as the recent ‘CATS’ tests that we conducted in school.  We have also considered what 
we know of your child.  Each pathway contains an offer and a choice of subjects that we believe are appropriate 
to your child.  The document on the page next to this one gives you a breakdown of how this works and 
outlines the differences between the pathways.  
 
Three years ago the Government introduced a new attainment measure for students and schools called the 
English Baccalaureate Certificate (EBACC).  To gain an EBACC a student must gain a grade 5 or above in 
the following five subjects; 
 
GCSE English Language or English Literature (all students will take both), GCSE Mathematics, two GCSE 
Science qualifications (the GCSE Combined Science award that all students will take counts as two 
qualifications), a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish) and a GCSE in a Humanities 
subject (History or Geography). 
 
All students in the Yellow pathway will automatically have the opportunity to achieve the EBACC with their 
curriculum offer (see opposite page).  Blue pathway students would need to select French or Spanish to 
cover the EBACC.  Green and Orange pathway students are unable to access the EBACC.  Some Russell 
Group universities require students to have the EBACC as it provides a breadth and depth to a student’s 
academic experience.  It is with this aspiration in mind for our students that we have developed our curriculum 
offer.  
 
Detailed information about each of the subjects that your child will study or can choose to study is contained 
throughout this booklet.  Your child will need to complete their options form and return it to student services 
no later than Friday 18th March.  If you need to discuss anything further then senior members of staff will be 
available after the Information Evening presentation this evening. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr Jim Taylor  
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum) 
 
 



St Bede’s and St Joseph’s Curriculum Pathways 2016 - 2018 
 

 
Core 6 

(Compulsory) 
Option A Option B Option C 

Yellow 
Pathway 

Combined Science 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Religious Studies 

Core PE 

 

Please tick your 
preferred option 

 

History 

 

or 

 

Geography 

 

Please tick your 
preferred option 

 

French 

 

or 

 

Spanish 

Please number your choices 1 - 4 

T R I P L E   S C I E N C E   G C S E  

Art GCSE  Health & Social GCSE  

Business GCSE  History GCSE  

Citizenship GCSE  ICT GCSE  

Dance GCSE  Media GCSE  

Drama GCSE  Music GCSE  

Food Tech GCSE  PE GCSE  

French GCSE  Photography GCSE  

Geography GCSE  Spanish GCSE  

Graphics GCSE  Textiles GCSE  

 
Differences between Yellow and Blue pathways:  Blue pathway students do not have to choose a language and they may not select Triple 
Science.  They do get to choose one more option 
 

 
Core 6 

(Compulsory) 
Option A Option B 

Blue 
Pathway 

Combined Science 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Religious Studies 

Core PE 

Please tick your  

preferred option 

 

History 

 

or 

 

Geography 

Please number your choices 1 - 5 

Art GCSE  History GCSE  

Business GCSE  ICT GCSE  

Citizenship GCSE  Media GCSE  

Dance GCSE  Music GCSE  

Drama GCSE  PE GCSE  

Food Tech GCSE  Performing Arts BTEC  

French GCSE  Photography GCSE  

Geography GCSE  Spanish GCSE  

Graphics GCSE  Sport Studies OCR  

Health & Social GCSE  Textiles GCSE 
 

  



 

St Bede’s and St Joseph’s Curriculum Pathways 2016 - 2018 
 

Differences between Blue and Green pathways: Green pathway students do not have to choose History or Geography.  Green pathway students 
may not select a language.  Green pathway students will get additional time through their English/Maths booster to study for those qualifications.  
Green pathway students have access to a range of vocational courses that Blue pathway students do not  
 

 
Core 6 

(Compulsory) 
Options 

Green Pathway 

Combined Science 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Religious Studies 

Core PE 

_________ 

 

English and Maths Booster 

Please number your choices 1 - 5 

Art V Cert  Hair & Beauty BTEC  

Business BTEC  Health & Social GCSE  

Citizenship GCSE  History GCSE  

Dance GCSE  Music GCSE  

Drama GCSE  Performing Arts BTEC  

ECDL  Photography GCSE  

Food Tech GCSE  Sport Studies OCR  

Geography GCSE  Textiles GCSE  

Graphics GCSE   

 
Differences between Green and Orange pathways:  Orange pathway students will all study the ‘Learning for Life’ module.  Orange pathway 
students will almost exclusively select from vocational courses as these match the way that those students prefer to work 
 

 Core 6 
(Compulsory) 

Options 

Orange 
Pathway 

Combined Science 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Religious Studies Certificate 

Core PE 

_________ 

 

English and Maths Booster 

Learning for Life 

Please number your choices 1 - 4 

Art V Cert  Performing Arts BTEC  

Business BTEC  Photography GCSE  

ECDL  Sport Studies OCR  

Hair & Beauty BTEC    

 

 



Religious Studies   

GCSE 
 

Religious Studies is a core subject and this course 

will be studied by all students 

 

What will I study? 

 A study of Religion and Life based on 

Catholic Christianity – 50% 

 Judaism: faith, belief and practice – 25% 

 Religious, Philosophical and Ethical issues – 

25% 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

Completion of the three components above will lead 

students to a full course GCSE in Religious Studies. 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

In education… 

Religious Studies is widely accepted as a qualification 

for further studies as it develops many skills such as 

research skills, essay writing skills and evaluation 

skills. This new GCSE enables you to focus in depth 

on the Catholic and Jewish faiths by looking at beliefs, 

teachings, practices, sources of authority and forms of 

expression within Catholic Christianity and Judaism.  

 

Career-Wise… 

Many careers look for someone with an enquiring 

mind, an appreciation of other people’s point of view 

and an ability to make clear, informed decision. 

Examples are; broadcasting, journalism, publishing, 

teaching, nursing and the police force. 

 

Personally… 

Religious Studies provides you with opportunities to 

think about your faith and moral issues.  It allows you 

to make your own informed choices.  It helps you to 

grow academically, morally and spiritually. 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

Assessment is by examination only. Students will be 

required to complete two examination papers for the 

full course GCSE. Assessment objectives will assess 

knowledge and understanding as well as analysis 

and evaluation skills.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will all my study be in school? 

Much of your study will be completed in school, but 

home learning is also an essential part of the course.   

Homework tasks will be set each week to consolidate 

and extend class learning. A summer home learning 

task will also be set to prepare for a smooth and 

seamless transition into Year 10. 

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in  

Year 9? 

The course will build on Key Stage 3 knowledge and 

will continue to develop your knowledge, 

understanding and evaluation of the Catholic and 

Jewish Abrahamic faiths with elements of Philosophy 

and Ethics. You will also develop the ability to utilise 

and analyse scripture in your responses.  

 

How will it be different? 

You will cover beliefs, teachings, practices, sources of 

authority and forms of expression. Students must 

study Judaism along with philosophical and ethical 

studies themes. You will need to demonstrate your 

knowledge and understanding of religions and 

construct well informed and balanced arguments on 

matters concerned with religious beliefs and values.  

There is also a greater emphasis on extended writing 

in the form of a 12 mark essay question. 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

Appreciation of faith, respect, interest, motivation, 

dedication and an enquiring mind. 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information?  

Miss Brooks, Head of Faculty, Miss Warden, Subject 

Leader or your RE teacher  



Mathematics     

GCSE 

Mathematics is a core subject and this 

course will be studied by all students 

 

What will I study? 

There are five main areas of study: 

 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Geometry & Measures 

 Statistics and Probability 

 Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

Edexcel / OCR GCSE Mathematics 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

Most jobs and Higher Education require this 

qualification. 

 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

The course will be assessed by 3 exams each 1 

hr 30 mins in duration. 

 

 Paper 1 - Non calculator    

 Papers 2 & 3 - Calculator  

 

The exams will cover all of the above mentioned 

areas. Problem solving and Mathematical 

reasoning will be tested to a far greater extent. 

 

Will all of my study be in school? 

We expect students to study in school and to 

complete all homework. They should also study at 

home by using the MyMaths and Mathswatch 

packages.  
 

How will it be similar to what I have done  

in Year 9? 

It will be an extension of work already covered in 

Year 9. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will it be different? 

GCSE maths is a demanding subject and due to 
several recent changes it is now getting more 
demanding. The volume of subject content and 
the demand of that content will be greater 
compared to previous GCSE courses. The total 
time for exams will increase from three hours to 
four and a half hours. Students will be required to 
memorise many of the important formulae rather 
than being given them at the beginning of the 
exam paper.  
 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

A Scientific Calculator – A Casio natural display is 

our recommended choice. 

A Standard Geometry set including a pair of 

compasses, protractor, ruler etc… 

But most importantly a good work ethic and a 

positive mentality are absolute essentials! 

 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Mr. Maqsood (Subject Leader for Mathematics), 

Mr Pitts (Key Stage 4 Leader for Mathematics) or 

any member of the Maths team. 

  



English Language GCSE 
 

 
English Language is a core subject and this 

course will be studied by all students 

 

 

What will I study? 

You will study: 

 

 Creative Writing 

 19th, 20th and 21st Century Literary Fiction  

 19th, 20th and 21st Century Literary Non-

Fiction 

 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

 
 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

AQA GCSE English Language 

 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

Having GCSEs in English gives you access to a 

vast range of career paths such as journalism, 

business management, law and medicine. 

 

Good communication skills are essential in any 

area of work. 

 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

English Language is assessed by External 

Examination. 

 

 

Will all of my study be in school? 

Lessons will be conducted in school but you will 

have the opportunity to attend events designed to 

support your studies such as theatre trips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in 

Year 9? 

The GCSE course will build upon the skills you 

have developed at KS3.  You will come across 

some familiar topic areas but the depth in which 

you cover them and the way in which you are 

taught will be very different. 

 

 

How will it be different? 

You will be expected to become a more 

independent learner, completing work both at 

home and in school. 

 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

You will need to ensure that all work is completed 

for each Unit thoroughly and on time. Time 

Management skills are essential. 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Mr Sneddon     Ignis site 

Ms Hassell       Ardor site 

Or any member of the English Department 

 



  



English Literature GCSE 
 

English Literature is a core subject and this 

course will be studied by all students 

 

 

What will I study? 

You will study: 

 

 Shakespeare  

 19th Century Novel 

 20th Century Drama 

 Poetry from the Literary Heritage 

 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

AQA GCSE English Literature 

 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

Having GCSEs in English gives you access to a 

vast range of career paths such as journalism, 

business management, law and medicine. 

 

English Literature challenges students to think 

about the world around them; examining key 

issues such as conflict, relationships and identity. 

 

Good communication skills are essential in any 

area of work. 

 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

English Literature is assessed by External 

Examination. 

 

 

Will all of my study be in school? 

Lessons will be conducted in school but you will 

have the opportunity to attend events designed to 

support your studies such as theatre trips. 

 

 

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in 

Year 9? 

The GCSE course will build upon the skills you 

have developed at KS3. You will come across 

some familiar topic areas such as Shakespeare 

and Poetry but the depth in which you cover them 

and the way in which you are taught will be very 

different. 

 

 

How will it be different? 

You will be expected to become a more 

independent learner, completing work both at 

home and in school. 

 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

You will need to ensure that all work is completed 

thoroughly and on time.  Time Management skills 

are essential. 

 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Mr Sneddon     Ignis site 

Ms Hassell       Ardor site 

Or any member of the English Department 



 

  



 

Science     

GCSE Combined Science: 

Trilogy 
 

Science is a core subject and this course will 

be studied by all students. However, triple 

science may be an option for some students.  

 

What will I study? 

You will study elements of Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics and how Science works in this course. 

Topics include Cell Biology, Infection and 

Response, Energy, Electricity, Forces, Atomic 

Structure and the Periodic Table and the bonding 

structure and the properties of matter.  

 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

You will achieve two GCSE grades for Combined 

Science.  

 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

Science will help you develop your analytical, 

problem solving and practical skills.  These 

attributes are much sought after by colleges, 

universities and employers alike.  Success will 

allow you to progress onto AS/A2 Science 

courses. 

 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

You will sit six papers at the end of year 11 each 

being 1 hour and 15 minutes long. There will be 

two papers for the Biology topics studied, two 

papers for the Chemistry topics studied and two 

papers for the Physics topics studied. There is no 

coursework assessment. You must undertake 16 

required practicals within lesson time and details 

of these will be recorded in a lab book. This will 

be useful for revision as there will be questions 

based on the required practicals within the 

examinations. 

 

Will all my study be in school? 

Yes.  Homework will be regularly set by subject 

teachers. 

 

 
 

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in 

Year 9? 

All the work carried out at GCSE builds on the 

foundations of work at Key Stage 3. You will study 

similar topics, but in more detail. 

 

 

How will it be different? 

It won’t be that much different.  You will study 

units of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and do 

separate exams on each subject. 

 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

If you are interested in Science, enjoy practical 

work and are prepared to work hard then you will 

succeed. It will also be important to attend all 

lessons but especially lessons in which the 

required practical work is being carried out.  

 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Miss Metcalf (KS4 coordinator Science) or your 

current teachers.  

 



  



Science 

Triple Science GCSE      
 

 

 

What will I study? 

You will study the same course as the Combined 

Science course at first. You will then study a 

further unit in each Science to give you 3 GCSE 

grades. The final units are good preparation for A-

level Sciences and include the most interesting 

topics. 

 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

You will achieve three separate qualifications in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

Triple Science is the best preparation for A-level 

Science. It will help you develop the analytical, 

problem solving and practical skills that are much 

sought after by colleges, universities and 

employers.  Success will allow you to progress 

onto AS/A2 Science courses 

 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

You will sit two exams in each subject, all at the 

end of Year 11.  Each exam is 1 hour 45 mins 

long. There is no coursework assessment. You 

must undertake 8 required practicals for each 

subject within lesson time and details of these will 

be recorded in a lab book. This will be useful for 

revision as there will be questions based on the 

required practicals within the examinations.  

 

 

Will all of my study be in school? 

Yes.  Homework will be regularly set by subject 

teachers. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in 

Year 9? 

All the work carried out at GCSE builds on the 

foundations of work at Key Stage 3. You will study 

similar topics, but in more detail. 

 

 

How will it be different? 

It won’t be that much different.  You will study 

units of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and do 

separate exams on each subject. 

 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

Triple Science is designed for students who really 

enjoy Science and are interested in taking the 

subject further. It is essential that you are 

committed to studying Science as you will have 

13 lessons each fortnight. You need to be 

organised as you will have three different 

teachers and will need to stay on top of all three 

subjects. 

 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Miss Metcalf (KS4 Coordinator Science) or your 

current teachers.  

  



Geography  
GCSE  
 

A GCSE in Geography is part of the English 

Baccalaureate. 

 
What will I Study? 
GCSE Geography consists of four units: 
 

 Living with the physical environment 
(Natural hazards, Weather, Climate 
change, Ecosystems) 

 Challenges in the human environment 
(Urban issues, economic world, resource 
management) 

 Two local fieldwork investigations one 
human and one physical 

 Geographical skills (maps, graphs and 
statistics) 

 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
AQA-GCSE Geography 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
Geography is a subject that crops up everywhere 
in our lives. Have you ever wondered how, and 
why, cities change over time? Why places are 
successful tourist areas? Why do we have floods 
in the summer? How volcanic activity affects us 
all? 
 
Not only will you have some answers to these 
questions but with Geography under your belt, 
you will acquire a good foundation to progress into 
any number of careers. These can be directly 
linked with Geography, such as a meteorologist, 
geologist, environment agency, business planner 
or urban planner. 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
The work will be assessed through three written 
examinations. Both the “living with the physical 
environment” and “challenges in the human 
environment” will be worth 35% each. The 
Geographical skills paper is worth 30%. 
 
Will all of my study be in school? 
All lessons are held in school apart from the two 
days out investigating a human and physical 
fieldwork investigation.

 

 
 
 
 
How will it be similar to what I have 
done in Year 9? 
You will use the skills that you have learned in 
Year 9, such as debating, decision making and 
independent thinking, and apply them to the new 
and exciting topics you will study in Year 10 and 
11.  
 
 
How will it be different? 
You will look at topics in much more detail, 
including an understanding of how the physical 
and human topics are linked. There are two 
compulsory fieldwork days to collect data for the 
Geographical skills paper. 
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will need to take an interest in Geographical 
and topical issues and have the ability to think 
outside the box! 
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Any member of the Geography team would be 
more than happy to discuss GCSE with any 
students who are interested. 
 
  



History     

GCSE 
 

GCSE History is part of the English 

Baccalaureate. 

 
What will I Study? 
Understanding the Modern World:  
Germany 1890-1945, Democracy and 
Dictatorship, focuses on the development of 
Germany during a turbulent half century of 
change, from Kaiser Wilhelm II, through the 
Weimar Republic, to Nazi Germany.   
Conflict and tension 1894-1918, focuses on the 
controversies surrounding the causes of the First 
World War, the changing nature of modern 
warfare, and the conclusion of the fighting.  
Shaping the nation:  
Britain: Health and People, 1000 to present, 
focuses on understanding how medicine and 
public health developed in Britain, considering the 
causes, scale, nature and consequence of 
medical changes over a long period of time.  
Elizabethan England, 1568-1603, focuses on 
some of the major events of Elizabeth I’s reign, 
considering economic, religious, political, social 
and cultural factors and controversies. 
  
What qualification will the course lead to? 
AQA GCSE History. 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
Studying History at GCSE and beyond helps you 
to develop a better understanding of the past and 
how it influences the present and future. You will 
develop skills in reading, analysing, organising, 
summarising, reviewing and evaluating. You will 
also learn not to take information at face value 
and become a confident, independent thinker. 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
By two final examinations in June of year 11.  
 
Will all of my study be in school? 
Home study and homework are also important. 

How will it be different? 
You will learn skills in more detail that will equip 
you for success in whatever you choose to do in 
the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How will it be similar to what I have done in Yr 
9? 
The GCSE course builds upon skills you have 
developed in your study of History throughout the 
school. The Year 9 syllabus also provides a good 
introduction to some of the GCSE topics studied. 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You need to have a good level of literacy. 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mr Rogers, Head of History, or your History 

Teacher.  



French    

GCSE 
 

A GCSE in a Modern 

Foreign Language is now part of the English 

Baccalaureate. 

 

What will I study? 

You will cover a variety of topic areas ranging 

from your school life to customs and festivals.  

You will also be given the opportunity to improve 

your written and spoken communication skills as 

well as deepening your understanding of the 

French culture and language. 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

AQA French GCSE 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

Fewer students are studying languages and those 

that have these skills are sought after by 

employers.  Some universities are asking for a 

GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language as an entry 

requirement to their courses.  Even at GCSE it 

can be useful in your career and lead to an 

enhanced salary. 

 

The skills you use in learning a language are 

valued by employers.  Communication skills and 

careful listening and reading skills are valuable in 

many occupations.  Increasingly the workplace is 

global. 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

You will have lots of feedback from your teacher.  

There are 4 units in all covering the following 

areas. Each is worth 25% of the GCSE: 

 

Listening Examination – Written exam: 
35 minutes (Foundation Tier) 
45 minutes (Higher Tier)  
 
Reading Examination – Written exam: 
45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 
1 hour (Higher Tier) 

Speaking Examination  
7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time  
10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 
 
Writing Examination – Written exam: 
1 hour (Foundation Tier), 
1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 
 
MORE DETAIL ABOUT THE ASSESSMENTS 
WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU WHEN YOU VISIT 
THE MFL DEPARTMENT. 
 
Will all of my study be in school? 

Lessons will be conducted in school, but you will 

be given opportunities to practise French in 

different ways such as by watching French films. 

 

Important Information 

You will have worked on some of the topic areas 

in your KS3 studies but you will approach the 

topics in more depth and with an emphasis on 

communication skills. 

 

How will it be different? 

You will be expected to take responsibility for your 

own learning and we encourage independent 

learning and research skills. 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

You must have a desire to learn another language 

and explore different cultures. 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Miss El Hourfi, Subject Leader for Modern 

Languages or any member of the Modern 

Languages team. 

 
 
  



Spanish    

GCSE 
 

A GCSE in a Modern Foreign 

Language is part of the English 

Baccalaureate. 

 

What will I study? 

You will cover a variety of topic areas ranging 

from your school life to customs and festivals.  

You will also be given the opportunity to improve 

your written and spoken communication skills as 

well as deepening your understanding of the 

Spanish culture and language.  

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

AQA Spanish GCSE 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

Fewer students are studying languages and those 

who have these skills are sought after by 

employers.  Some universities are asking for a 

GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language as an entry 

requirement to their courses. 

 

The skills you use in learning a language are 

valued by employers.  Communication skills and 

careful listening and reading skills are valuable in 

all occupations.  Increasingly the workplace is 

global. 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

You will have lots of feedback from your teacher.  

There are 4 units in all covering the following 

areas. Each is worth 25% of the GCSE: 

 

Listening Examination – Written exam: 
35 minutes (Foundation Tier) 
45 minutes (Higher Tier)  
 
Reading Examination – Written exam: 
45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 
1 hour (Higher Tier) 

Speaking Examination  
7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time  
10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 
 
Writing Examination – Written exam: 
1 hour (Foundation Tier), 
1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 
 
MORE DETAIL ABOUT THE ASSESSMENTS 
WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU WHEN YOU VISIT 
THE MFL DEPARTMENT. 
 
Will all of my study be in school? 

Lessons will be conducted in school, but you will 

be given opportunities to use Spanish in different 

ways such as watching Spanish films, listening to 

music, etc.  

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in 

Year 9? 

You will have worked on some of the topic areas 

in your KS3 studies but you will approach the 

topics in more depth and with an emphasis on 

communication skills. 

 

How will it be different? 

You will be expected to take responsibility for your 

own learning and we encourage independent 

learning and research skills. 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

You must have a desire to learn another language 

and explore different cultures. 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Miss El Hourfi, Subject Leader for Modern 

Languages or any member of the Modern 

Languages team.  



 

Art & Design     

GCSE 

What will I study? 

This is a very open and creative course designed for 

students who work well independently. From an initial 

starting point students take a visual journey using a 

range of media and processes including paint, 

drawing, collage, sculpture, printmaking, illustration 

and new technologies such as digital art or 

photography. Students will develop their ideas and 

interests. 

 

Students will learn how to look at, understand and 

analyse the work of others. They will look at a range 

of art and artists from different cultures around the 

world and throughout history. Students will develop 

research skills and learn the importance of Art History. 

 

Drawing is seen as an important skill which needs to 

be learnt and practiced. The ability to draw with 

reasonable ability is an important consideration for Art 

students before they begin the course in year 10. 

Students will explore and demonstrate an ability to 

draw from observation using a wide range of different 

media throughout the GCSE. 

 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

AQA GCSE Art & Design (Fine Art - Full Course). 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

On completing this course many students go on to 

further studies in Art & Design, such as A Level Fine 

Art, A Level Photography and Creative and Media. 

Careers are broad and you could use this qualification 

to work in Architecture, Teaching, Graphic Design, 

fashion editing, TV and Film production and many 

more. 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

There are four assessment objectives to meet for each 

unit of work. Learn from the work of others, develop 

and explore, show technical skill and make a final 

outcome(s). Each of these are assessed out of 24 

totalling 96 marks per unit of work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All units studied in years 10 and 11 form a portfolio of 

work and is worth 60% of the GCSE Art and Design 

qualification. The Externally Set Exam you receive 

between January and February is assessed using the 

same criteria as the portfolio however, is worth 40% of 

the GCSE Art and Design qualification. This has a 

preparatory period + 10 hours controlled assessment. 

 

Will all of my study be in school? 

Yes, we have five lessons over a two week period. You 

will however, find that deadlines are very tight and 

there is a lot of work involved. You will struggle to rely 

on these five school hours to complete the quality and 

quantity expected.  Completing tasks at home or 

during lunchtime/after school therefore is vital to 

making good progress and achieving targets set. 

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in  

Year 9? 

The unit structures will be the same focusing on four 

assessment objectives. 

 

How will it be different? 

The quality of work expected is much higher as is the 

amount of work we expect. 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

Commitment, enthusiasm, passion and a good 

attitude to learning. 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information?  

Miss Barker, Subject Leader or your Art Teacher     

 



Business Studies 
GCSE      
 
What will I study? 
You will study the OCR GCSE Applied Business 
Studies course.  You will find out many things 
about businesses, including how businesses are 
set up and run, how they are accountable to 
government and their owners, and how they 
market themselves and their products and 
services. 
 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
OCR GCSE Applied Business Studies 
Grades A* to G 

 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
Businesses are the building blocks of all 
economies and society’s well-being depends on 
successful businesses.  Learning about 
businesses and how they are run will be 
invaluable in helping you to understand how 
businesses work.  It will give you an excellent 
foundation, useful in any career. 
 
If you wish to develop your knowledge, skills and 
understanding further, GCSE Business Studies is 
an excellent preparation for studying Business 
Studies in the Sixth Form. 
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
You will take one final examination marked 
externally by OCR. This will contribute 40% of 
your final grade. You will also undertake one 
piece of coursework in school under controlled 
assessment conditions, marked by your teachers 
and moderated by the examination board. This 
will contribute to 60% of your final grade. 
 
 
Will all of my study be in school? 
 
All coursework must be done in school under 
controlled conditions.  Exam content and 
technique will be covered in class. Homework 
will be set on a regular basis which will focus on 
research tasks as well as reinforcing content 
covered in lessons.

 
 
 
 
 
 
How 
will 

it be 

similar to what I have 
done in Year 9? 
You have not formally studied business but you 
will find that experiences such as charity 
fundraising have given you some grounding in 
basic business and enterprise principles. 
 
 
How will it be different? 
It is an exciting opportunity to take a new, relevant 
subject. 
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will need to be interested and have an 
enquiring mind, be willing to learn new words and 
concepts and to take an interest in business in the 
real world, through family jobs, local businesses 
and the media.   
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
 
Mr D Owen, Subject Leader for Business.   
 



Citizenship 
GCSE 
 

 
What is Citizenship? 
Citizenship is a subject that equips young people 
with the knowledge, skills and understanding they 
need to play an effective role in public life. 
Citizenship encourages them to take an interest 
in topical and controversial issues and to engage 
in discussion and debate. Students learn about 
their rights, responsibilities, duties and freedoms 
and about laws, justice and democracy. They 
learn to take part in decision-making and different 
forms of action. Citizenship addresses issues 
relating to social justice, human rights, community 
cohesion, financial capability and global 
interdependence, and it encourages pupils to 
challenge injustice, inequalities and 
discrimination. We are currently looking at the 
AQA Exam board for our new GCSE Citizenship 
Studies specification which begins in September 
2016. This specification will motivate and educate 
your daughter to become a thoughtful and active 
citizen who engage intelligently and 
enthusiastically with public life. Students will gain 
knowledge of democracy, government and law, 
and develop the ability to create sustained, well 
balanced arguments. Communication skills are 
increasingly sought after by employers and this 
specification is aimed at enhancing students’ 
writing and speaking styles. 
 
What Qualification will the course lead to? 

OCR – GCSE Citizenship Studies  

 

How will it help me in the future? 

Having a GCSE in Citizenship gives you access 

to a vast range of career paths such as 

journalism, business management, law and 

politics. Good communication skills are essential 

in any area of work and Citizenship continually 

develops these skills. 

How will it be similar to what I have done in 

Year 9? 

Students have started studying at GCSE level in 

Year 9 Citizenship classes. They have already 

begun to develop more detailed knowledge of 

issues such as Human Rights, Modern Day 

Slavery and the UK’s relationship to international 

bodies such as the EU and UN. This development 

will continue through Year 9 and in to Year 10 

encompassing other key topics such as Law and 

Justice. 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

Commitment and success in the Citizenship 

campaign, beginning in Year 10, will give 

students a great platform to succeed in the full 

GCSE. This 

means 

choosing a 

campaign 

issue 

carefully, 

working 

effectively as 

a team and actively campaigning to achieve 

change. You will have a similar project at the end 

of Year 9 to complete so you fully understand 

what is expected of you.  

 

Course Assessment 

o Assessment approach is determined by 

Ofqual (exams regulator) 

o 100% exam based assessment 

(previously 40% exam, 60% controlled 

ass) 

o Exams at the end of the course 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information?  

Miss Canning, Head of the Citizenship or your 

Citizenship teacher. 

 

The Holocaust illustrates the 
consequences of prejudice, 

racism and stereotyping on a 
society. It forces us to examine 
the responsibilities of citizenship 

and confront the powerful 
ramifications of indifference and 

inaction. 
Tim Holden 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/timholden324754.html?src=t_citizenship
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AQA Dance  
GCSE   
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Drama  
GCSE 
 
What will I Study? 
You will do four main 
projects over two 
years.  You will study at least two plays and will also 
devise and direct your own work.  Your best two pieces 
will be entered towards your final grade. Drama gives 
students the opportunity to explore the subject from a 
range of perspectives by devising their own, original 
work; by bringing to life the work of a playwright; as 
theatre reviewers, developing their own thoughts on 
what makes drama and theatre successful; and as 
creative artists building and bringing a character to life 
through exploration and rehearsal.  
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
You will be working towards a GCSE in Drama. 
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
The qualification is made up of three components. 
There are two non-exam assessments (60% of the 
overall qualification) and one exam assessment (40% 
of the overall qualification). Theory and practical work 
will be integrated throughout the course and all texts 
studied should be explored practically. 
 
Component 1: Devising Drama- 60 marks  

 Students will create a devised performance in 
groups. They will be able to select a starting 
point from a range of stimuli provided by the 
exam board. 

 They can choose to work as a performer or 
designer in this component. 

 All performances will be supported by a 
portfolio which is evidence of the students’ 
devising process and can be a made up of a 
combination of writing, images, observation 
notes and artefacts. 

 40 marks: For the evidence in the portfolio  
 20 marks: For the final performance. 

 
Component 2: Text Performance- 60 marks 
 

 Students will study a scripted text. 
 Students will take a part in two performances 

of two extracts from the text. They can work as 
a performer or designer in this component. 

 Students will be required to produce an 
accompanying concept document which 
outlines their intentions for the performance. 

 20 marks: Interpretation of the text and 
creating an intention for performance 

 40 marks: For the demonstration of the chosen 
theatrical skill in the final performances.  

 
Component 3- written exam- 80 marks 
 
A – Study and performance of a scripted play- 50 
marks 
B – Study of a live theatre production seen- 30 marks 
 
Will all of my study be in school? 
Yes, although there will be a number of theatre trips 
during the course which may be in the evening. 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
Drama is a good choice for students wishing to go into 
a career which involves public speaking and teamwork 
such as the public services or the legal profession.  It 
also helps to build self-esteem and build confidence. 
 
How will it be similar to what I have 
done in Year 9? 
It will build on some of the key skills and techniques. 
Most of the foundation work will have been studied in 
Years 7, 8 & 9.  
 
How will it be different? 
Projects will be less structured and with less teacher 
input meaning you will be trusted to work on your own 
and in groups. 
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
Emphasis is placed firmly on performance and you 
should take this into account 
before opting for the subject 
– If you don’t enjoy 
performing in front of people 
then maybe this isn’t the 
subject for you! 
 
 
Who are the best people to 
see for more information? 

 Miss Culliney   Head 
of Drama  

 Mrs Voller        Head of Arts Faculty 

 Mrs Taylor       Teacher of drama 
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Food Technology     
New GCSE Food Preparation 
and Nutrition 

 

What will I Study? 
In this new specification students will be taught an 
array of culinary techniques, as well as knowledge 
about nutrition, food traditions and kitchen safety. 
 
Subject Content 
Food Preparation skills will be taught with 
practical’s through the 5 sections of the GCSE: 

1. Food, nutrition & health 
2. Food science 
3. Food safety 
4. Food choice 
5. Food provenance 

 
How will my work be assessed? 
 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes – 50% of 
GCSE 
 Non-exam assessment (NEA) – 50% of GCSE 
Task 1: Food investigation – 1,500 – 2,000 word 
report 
Task 2: Food practical preparation assessment. 
Students will prepare, cook and present a final 
menu of 3 dishes within 3 hours with a written 
portfolio including photographic evidence. 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
Upon completion of this course, students will be 
qualified to go onto further study, or embark on an 
apprenticeship in catering. 
 

Will all of my study be in school? 
Lessons will be conducted in school, but a 
contribution towards your NEA will be done at 
home. 

 

 

 
How will it be similar to what I have done in 
Year 9? 
You will come across some familiar knowledge, 
but the depth of subject content will be very 
detailed. You will continue to evaluate subject 
content and develop skilled decision making. 
 
How will it be different to other technology 
courses? 
It will be very different. It will be based on five 
sections of knowledge and will not follow the 
design and make process followed by other 
technology GCSE’s 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
A desire to learn about food, as a discreet subject, 
its preparation and nutrition. You will have to take 
responsibility for your own learning, have a keen 
interest in food in the media, its importance to 
health, the working characteristics of food 
materials and food provenance. 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mrs King and Ms Gledhill. 
  



Graphic Products 
GCSE  
 
 
What will I Study? 
Graphic products at GCSE has been designed to 
encourage candidates to be able to design and 
make products with creativity and originality, 
using a range of graphic and modelling materials. 
 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
AQA-GCSE Design and Technology: 
Graphic Products 
 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
Graphic Products encourages candidates to be 
inspired, moved and challenged by following a 
broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course 
of study and gain an insight into careers related to 
design.  It will prepare candidate to make informal 
decisions about further learning opportunities and 
career choices. 
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
Coursework will account for 60% of your 
assessment, this will be started in year 10 and 
completed in year 11. The final examination in the 
second year is worth 40%. 
 
 
Will all of my study be in school? 
Yes, but a contribution towards your coursework 
comes from home learning and study. 
 
 
How will it be similar to what I have 
done in Year 9? 
The GCSE course will build upon the skills you 
developed in year 9.  Students will be given 
opportunities to develop their Design and 
Technology capability through research, 
designing and making skills. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will it be different? 
All Design and Technology courses study the 
design process.  You will experience a range of 
2D and 3D design projects, focused tasks and 
activities which will include the use of ICT. 
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
An interest in developing graphics through the 
use of ICT.  Design Technology offers alternative 
ICT resources with Apple Macintosh computers 
and software.  These are used for design and 
desktop publishing and are industry standard 
graphic design tools. 
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mr Rhodes, teacher of Graphic Products. 
 
 
 
  



Health & Social Care 
GCSE 

 
What will I study? 

 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
A GCSE in Health and Social Care 
 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
There has been an increase in employment in 
both the Health & Social Care sector, this course 
will provide you with the skills that you need to 
take a level 3 Health and Social Care Course in 
Year 12.  Students then often go on to study 
nursing, teaching, midwifery, radiography and 
many other careers at University. 
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
The work will be assessed through a controlled 
assessment which is 60% of the total GCSE 
marks, this unit will be internally assessed and 
externally moderated.  There will be an external 
examination which is 40% of the total GCSE 
marks.  There will be a 1 hour written paper. 
 
 
Will all of my study be in school? 
All lessons will be held in school, but you will also 
be expected to complete work independently at 
home. 
 
 
How will it be similar to what I have  
done in Year 9? 
Health & Social Care is not offered at KS3 
therefore the course will be totally new to you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will it be different? 
The vocational learning style is different from the 
traditional routes so you will present your work in 
a variety of ways.  
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will need to make sure that you carry out the 
research required for the controlled assessment 
and revise thoroughly to pass the external 
examination. 
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mrs Gill or any member of the Health & Social 
Care department. 
  

Unit Core units Assessment method 

A911 Health, Social 
Care and Early 
Years 
Provision 

Controlled assessment 
(60%) of the marks 
Internally assessed 
and externally 
moderated. 

A912 Understanding 
Personal 
Development 
and 
Relationships 

External  examination 
(40%) of the marks 
 



 

ICT 
GCSE  
 
What will I study? 
You will study the Edexcel GCSE in ICT which 
comprises of two units.  You will explore how 
digital and emerging technologies impact on the 
lives of individuals, organisations and society and 
the issues raised by their use in a range of 
contexts.  You will develop an awareness of the 
risks that are inherent in using ICT and the 
features of safe, secure and responsible practice.  
You will work with a range of digital tools and 
techniques to produce effective ICT solutions in a 
range of contexts and reflect critically on your own 
and others’ use of ICT and to adopt safe, secure 
and responsible practice.  
 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
GCSE ICT at level 2 
 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
ICT is a functional skill required for virtually every 
job and for many College and University courses.  
Having a recognised ICT qualification should help 
you follow the career that you want.  This 
particular course focuses on emerging 
technologies and working together, both essential 
for success in the 21st century.   
 
As well as being an excellent foundation for any 
future plans you have. GCSE ICT will prepare you 
well for studying A level ICT or other related level 
3 qualifications.   
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
You will take a final examination marked 
externally by Edexcel and during the course of 
Key Stage 4, undertake one piece of coursework 
in school under controlled assessment conditions, 
marked by your teachers and moderated by the 
examination board. 
 
 
 
 

Will all of my study be in school? 
All coursework must be done in school under 
controlled conditions.  However you will be 
expected to practise, and to learn theory and 
practise exam questions as part of homework. 
 
 

 
 
 
How will it be similar to what I have 
done in Year 9? 
It will be rather different in many ways but the 
experience of working on mini projects will stand 
you in good stead.  
 
 
How will it be different? 
It will be different because you will be learning 
theory, doing controlled assessment and taking 
exams, and because practical work will be done 
in a more formal way.  
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will need to be interested and enquiring, be 
willing to learn new ways of working and co-
operating and to develop your independent 
learning skills.   
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Your Year 9 ICT class teacher, or  
Miss Yasmeen, Deputy Head of ICT & Computing  
 

 
  



Media Studies     
GCSE  
 

What will I Study? 
Media Studies combines aspects of Politics, 
Sociology, History and Economics. It encourages 
creativity, teaches analytical skills and introduces 
you to critical ways of thinking about the world 
around you. These talents are highly valued by 
colleges and universities.  

The content closely 
reflects the current 
media and 
educational 
landscapes and 
allows you to explore 
new media 
technologies.  

Over the two year course, you will study key 
concepts and theories of Media institutions across 
the audio-visual, print and e-media platforms. You 
will complete three main projects over two years 
with an exam at the end of Year 11.   

What qualification will the course lead to? 
You will be working towards a GCSE in Media 
Studies which will be graded from 9 to 1. 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
Media Studies at GCSE is designed to help you 
acquire subject knowledge by: 

 Developing critical thinking and decision-
making skills 

 Developing an appreciation and critical 
understanding of the role of the media in daily 
life 

 Combining practical and theoretical 
knowledge and skills through opportunities for 
personal engagement and creativity 

 Encouraging an understanding of how to use 
key media concepts to analyse media 
products and their various contexts 

 Preparing for study in a range of disciplines in 
Post 16 and beyond 

These skills will be extremely valued both across 
the curriculum and beyond GCSE study

How will my work be 
assessed?  
60% of the course is 
assessed through three 
controlled 
assessments which 
cover the three 
media platforms. 
The external 
assessment 
(Examination) is worth 
40%. 
 
Will all of my study be in school? 
Yes, although there is an expectation that you will 
complete research tasks at home. There will be 
opportunities for educational visits to, for 
example, the Bradford Media Museum. 
 
How will it be similar to what I have 
done in Year 9? 
It will build on some of the key skills and 
techniques found in many aspects of KS3 Media 
Studies, English, IT, Art and History. 
 
How will it be different? 
There will be much more emphasis on your own 
creative ability and organisation. The standards of 
production and analytical work are higher as you 
will be expected to interpret ideas for yourself.  
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
Working in the Media sector requires you to be 
exceptionally self-motivated as well as creative. 
Core aspects of the course will require you to 
work well as a team member as well as 
independently.  
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mrs Cresswell, Mr Spink or Mr Chewins  
 

 
 
 
 
  



Music  
GCSE 
 
What will I Study? 
A wide variety of Musical Skills including Performing, 
Composing and studying a wide range of different 
types of Music. 
 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
We offer 2 different qualifications in Music. Either: 
 
GCSE Music which will be graded from A*-G. 
 
Or 
 
VOCATIONAL MUSIC- BTEC Level 2 Award in 
Music which will be graded from Distinction*- Pass.   
This is a new qualification and may be subject to 
change. 
 
All students will be given a general introduction to 
Music at Ks4 and then decide with staff which 
qualification to pursue.  
 
 
Where can it lead me? 
Music students often progress to Music A Level or 
Music Performance BTEC Level 3, Music Technology 
A Level or Performing Arts BTEC Level 3 in Sixth 
Form. Possible University Degrees are Music, 
Performing Arts or Sound Engineering. Music requires 
a broad range of skills including independent & 
creative thought, teamwork, organisation and 
confidence; desirable skills for any job!  
 
There are lots of possible careers in the Music 
Industry: Performer, Composer, Music Journalist, 
Music Therapist, Music Teacher, Music Management, 
Press and Promotions, Studio Engineer.  
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
GCSE MUSIC 
Minimum Coursework 60% (Completed in controlled 
conditions over the 2 years.) 
Maximum Exam 40% 
 
Or 
 
VOCATIONAL MUSIC 
Minimum Coursework 75% (Completed in controlled 
conditions over the 2 years.) 
Maximum Exam 25%

 
 
 
 

 
Will all of my study be in school hours? 
No. You will be expected to attend at least one 
ensemble at lunch times or after school and your one 
to one instrument/vocal tuition may be after school. 
Most gigs and concerts are in the evenings so Music 
trips are often outside of school hours. 
 
 
How will it be different from Years 7-9? 
You can choose what you wish to perform and 
compose! 
 
 
What do I have to do to succeed on the course? 
Students who wish to study Music in years 10 & 11 
must be keen to perform both solo and in groups.  
Students who regularly perform in bands or orchestras 
are usually more successful so you must be prepared 
to get involved in an ensemble. Students who are 
interested in a wide variety of styles of Music will 
usually achieve well. 
 
 
Who should I speak to for more information? 
Miss Allen Head of Music cross-site or  
Miss Kitson (Music teacher Ignis), Mr Ridley (Music 
teacher Ardor). 
 
 
 
 

  



Photography 
GCSE 
 

What type of learning will I experience? 

Practical work – lots!  Extended writing – some 

Coursework – lots!      Creativity – lots!        Independent 

learning – lots! Reading - some 

 

What will you study? 

No real prior experience of photography is necessary. 

This is an Art and Design course however an ability to 

draw is not necessary to do well.  An interest in 

Photography and Art is important.  

The GCSE is divide into two Units which has lots of 

coursework. Skills are tested in a ten hour terminal 

exam which completes one of the units. A Student 

Portfolio of work should show more than one extended 

collection of work, or project which demonstrates an 

ability to sustain work from initial starting points or 

project briefs to produce a finished piece of work and 

include evidence of research, the development of 

ideas and meaningful links with critical/contextual 

sources.  

Students learn how to use cameras and photo 

manipulation software. They learn how to look at 

photographers’ work and understand what and how 

the professional’s images are successful. Using these 

ideas and techniques to influence your work, students 

develop their own work and interests.  Work is 

documented in a sketch book which helps build a 

portfolio of work.  

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

AQA GCSE Art & Design  

 

How would it help me in the future? 

The creative industries are one of the fastest and most 

successful sectors in the UK. The careers within 

photographing are endless, every time you see an 

image, someone has created that image. Think 

fashion, journalism, travel, weddings, police work, 

medical professions……. 

Photography also opens up possibilities within graphic 

design, games design, website design, fashion, film 

and television, multi-media and image manipulation. 

Many university’s like to see a portfolio with both 

Photography and Art included.  

 

How will my work be assessed? 

There are four assessment 

objectives to meet for each unit of 

work. Learn from the work of others, 

develop and explore, show technical 

skill and make a final outcome(s). 

Each of these are assessed out of 24 

totalling 96 marks per unit of work. 

 

All units studied in years 10 and 11 form a portfolio of 

work and is worth 60% of the GCSE Art and Design 

qualification. The Externally Set Exam you receive 

between January and February is assessed using the 

same criteria as the portfolio however, is worth 40% of 

the GCSE Art and Design qualification. This has a 

preparatory period + 10 hours controlled assessment. 
 

Will all of my study be in school? 

Yes. You will however, find that deadlines are very 

tight and there is a lot of work involved. You will 

struggle to rely on these 5 school hours to complete 

the quality and quantity expected.  Completing tasks 

in your own time is vital to making good progress and 

achieving targets set. 
 

How will it be similar to what I have done in Year 

9? 

We will look and learn about the work of other artists 

/photographers and be inspired by them. 
 

How will it be different? 

This is an exciting new subject. You are expected to 

work independently as some of your work may be on 

location away from school and completed in your own 

time. The quality of work expected is much higher as 

is the amount. 
 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

The ability to work hard and independently and  
an interest in creativity and lateral thinking. 
 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information?  

Miss Barker, Subject Leader or your Art Teacher  

  



Physical Education    

GCSE 
 

What will I study? 

The course is split into 3 components: 

 

Component 1: Physical Factors Affecting Performance 

Component 2: Socio-cultural Issues and Sports 

Psychology 

Component 3: Performance within 

Physical Education 

 

Theory: 

 Anatomy and Physiology 

 Physical Training 

 Socio-cultural influences 

 Sport Psychology 

 Health, Fitness and Well-being 

 

Practical Performance: 

Assessment is based upon performance in three 

sports. For GCSE you must select one individual and 

one team sport/activity. Your third choice can be from 

either list. The list of approved activities is set by the 

DFE. 
 

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

GCSE Physical Education 
 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

On completing the course further studies may include 

an A Level/BTEC in PE/Sport and a University Degree 

across a range of areas. 

 

Careers: 

Physiotherapy, Sports Science, Sports Coaching & 

Development, Personal Training, Teaching. 

Coaching, Gym Staff, Sports Massage Therapists, 

Medical Disciplines, Physiotherapy, Occupational 

Therapy, Dietician. 

How will my work be assessed? 

Component 1 Exam  – 30% (1 hour) 

Component 2 Exam - 30% (1 hour) 

Practical – 30% (during a moderation) 

Analysing and Evaluating Performance – 10% 

 

 
 

Will all of my study be in school? 

Yes, but home learning is an essential part of the 

course.  Homework tasks will be set each week to 

consolidate and extend class learning.   
 

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in Year 

9? 

The GCSE practical will build upon the skills you have 

developed at KS3. The theoretical section of the 

course will build upon many topics you have covered 

in Science. 
 

 

How will it be different? 

You will have the opportunity to study new sports and 

be assessed in sports you take part in out of school.  

There will be classroom lessons where you will learn 

about the theory components. 
 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

You should be motivated, dedicated and show interest 

in a variety of sports.  It is important that you also have 

an excellent participation rate and take part in sport 

regularly in and out of school time. Having an interest 

in Science will also be necessary to do well on the 

course. 
 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Mr P Cheetham - Head of PE/Sport Faculty  

Mrs Holden – PE Subject Leader  



Textiles Technology 
GCSE  
 
What will I Study? 
Textiles Technology at GCSE is about the design, 
development and making of quality textile 
products i.e. soft nursery items, clothes, bags, 
accessories. 
 
In Year 10 you will develop skills through the 
completion of practical tasks and a mini project.  
You will also enhance your design skills and 
subject knowledge. 
 
In Year 11 you will undertake a design and make 
coursework task, which consists of a quality 
product and supporting design folder. 
 
The areas of study are:- 
 

 Design principles 

 Marketing 

 Practical Skills 

 Industrial practices 

 Creativity and flare 
 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
WJEC - GCSE Design and Technology: 
Textiles Technology 
 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
There are opportunities to use a Textile Design 
qualification to secure entry into Fashion and/or 
Textiles Higher Education Courses around the 
country. 
 
The practical skills learned are life skills which can 
be used for many applications throughout adult 
home life and in the workplace. 
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
Coursework will account for 60% of the final 
grade.  This will be produced during the latter part 
of Year 10 and completed in Year 11. The final 
exam taken in May/June of the second year is 
worth 40%.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Will all of my study be in school? 
Yes, but you will be required to complete 
elements of the course during your own time. 
 
 
How will it be similar to what I have 
done in Year 9? 
You will have studied key elements of research, 
design and making in all of your technology 
subjects. The practical skills and subject 
knowledge that you have already acquired will 
form the basis for the GCSE course. 
 
 
How will it be different? 
The standard for Textile Design is higher and you 
will be taught to gradually extend your practical 
and design skills to meet the criteria.  There is a 
greater emphasis on detail and presentation 
which will be learnt as you progress. 
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will need to have a genuine interest in 
Textiles, Design and be motivated in order to 
achieve your potential. 
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mrs Dyson, Textiles Technology teacher.  



Art & Design     

VCERTS 

What will I study? 

In Year 10 you will learn to communicate your ideas in 
2D and 3D materials, exploring themes whilst working 
to specifications set by a client. During this year you 
will develop skills in graphic design, printmaking, 
sculpture and fine art.  
In Year 11 you will have one coursework project which 
will lead to you specialising in one area. Your final task 
is a creative project which is externally set by the exam 
board, with a broad title. This gives you the opportunity 
to demonstrate your best skills that you have 
developed over the course. The final outcome for this 
project must be completed under exam conditions in 
the Art classroom.  

 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 

VCERTS Art and Design 

 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

If you achieve a Merit level or above, this course can lead 

to an A level in Art and Design or Photography. With a 

Pass level, you could progress to a BTEC National 

qualification. These are very desirable qualifications for 

careers in the Art industry. Many employers also value 

these qualifications as a basis for a place on an 

apprenticeship in the Art industry and as a measure of 

your ability to think creatively. Even if you are not 

intending to go into an Art career, you will develop 

essential skills and attributes prized by employers and 

further education institutions. 

 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

VCerts are very similar in nature to the BTEC 
qualifications, and are equivalent to GCSE’s in that 
they are a level 1 or 2 qualification. Vcerts are 
assessed through assignments and an external 
examination. They are ideal for students who have a 
strong interest in the subject area and enjoy 
assignments.  VCerts are awarded grades in the same 
way as BTEC qualifications. A level 1 Pass, Merit and 
Distinction are equivalent to a G-D GCSE Grade. A 
level 2 Pass, Merit and Distinction is equivalent to an 
A*-C at GCSE.  
 

Your coursework will make up 75% of your overall 

grade. Your examined unit will account for 25% of your 

grade

Will all of my study be in school? 

Yes, you will however, find that deadlines are very tight 

and there is a lot of work involved. You will struggle to 

rely on school hours to complete the quality and 

quantity expected.  Completing tasks at home or 

during lunchtime/after school therefore is vital to 

making good progress and achieving targets set. 

 

 

How will it be similar to what I have done in  

Year 9? 

You will need to have been successful with your 
studies in Key Stage 3 for Art and be able to express 
yourself creatively. You will also work to a brief which 
means that you are given a theme with clear 
expectations of the type of preferred outcome for a 
particular audience.  
 

 

How will it be different? 

The quality of work expected is much higher as is the 

amount of work we expect. 

 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

Commitment, enthusiasm, passion and a good 

attitude to learning. 

 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information?  

Miss Barker, Subject Leader or Mr Tomlinson, Art 

Teacher   



BUSINESS STUDIES    
BTEC Business Level 2 
First Award    
 
The BTEC Business Studies course develops 
your skills in relation to work based learning 
focusing on skills for employment. 
 
What will I Study? 
Students will study 4 units.  The two Mandatory 
units are Enterprise in the Business World and 
Finance for Business.  The remaining two will be 
from a range and could include Recruitment, 
Selection and Employment, Providing business 
Support or Promoting a Brand. 
 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
BTEC Business Level 2 First Award. 
 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
The course is intended to be an introduction to 
future study in Business or for employment and 
will give you a valuable insight into how 
businesses work. It also complements most 
other subjects. 
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
The course is 75% coursework and 25% Exam.  
Your coursework will be marked internally and 
assessed by an external moderator.  The exam 
is done onscreen and is set and marked by the 
exam board.  It will be sat at the end of Year 10 
and may be re-sat in Year 11 if needed. 
 
 
Will all my study be in school? 
All lessons will be taught in school, though there 
may be opportunities for educational visits out of 
school.  You will also be given homework either 
based on research of a topic or revision for your 
exam. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
How will it be similar to what I have done in  
Year 9? 
You will use your English, Maths and ICT skills in 
an interesting and varied way. You will also be 
required to use your research skills to investigate 
a range of businesses and organisations. 
 
 
How will it be different? 
You will explore and develop ideas in a new way 
and be given opportunities to take part in group 
activities as well as individual tasks.  You will 
also be required to work towards deadlines on a 
regular basis. 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will have to work independently to meet 
deadlines, and take account of any feedback 
given by your teacher to improve your work.  You 
will also need to be well organised and self-
motivated. 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mr D Owen      Subject Leader for Business 
Mrs S Pryce     Vocational Faculty Leader 
Mrs D Mistry     Business Teacher 

 

 
  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=business&view=detailv2&&id=DBF3ABC06C65A67F7E3099EAACC9F8BDD75231CE&selectedIndex=6&ccid=AelhnFTq&simid=608022681160779659&thid=OIP.M01e9619c54eabf9c2fab1d4bacadc246H0


Year 10 – City and Guild 

Technical Award in Hair and 

Beauty Studies Level 2 (2 yr 

Course) 

 

What will I study? 

The structure of the course will allow you to focus 

on your talents and interests within the Hair & 

Beauty Sector and is an excellent basis for 

progression. 

 

 Science of hair and beauty. 

 Research historical influences in the hair 

and beauty sector. 

 Design a photographic image in the hair 

and beauty sector. 

 Exploring hand care and nail  

 

What qualification will the course lead to? 

City and Guild Technical Award in Hair and 

Beauty Studies Level 2.  (Equivalent to 1 GCSE 

A*-C) 

 

How would it help me in the future? 

Following completion of the Level 2 course,   

successful candidates will be able to further 

develop their individual skills through higher 

qualifications such as; 

 City and Guild Level 2 Diploma in Hair and 

Media Make-up 

 City and Guild Level 2 Diploma in 

Hair 

 City and Guild Level 2  Diploma in Beauty 

to include Nail Enhancements 

 City and Guild Level 3  in Media Make-up 

Artistry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will my work be assessed? 

You will complete over 1 year 5 units in Hair and 

Beauty.  You will be assessed practically in a 

realistic working environment.   You will also carry 

out assignment tasks.  Each of these unit will be 

assessed as a Pass, Merit or Distinction Grade.  

 

Will all of my study be in school? 

Your lessons will be within school making use of 

the specialised facilities within the school. 

 

What will be especially important for me to 

succeed on the course? 

The course provides you with real world 

experiences.  Your practical experience will help 

broaden your horizons and this combined with 

your academic qualifications demonstrates to 

prospective employers, maturity, motivation and 

independence, making your CV stand out from 

the crowd when it comes to entering the world of 

work. 

 

Who are the best people to see for more 

information? 

Mrs L Slater, Centre Manager - Head of the Hair 

and Beauty Department. 

  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/fashion/fashion-blog/2012/feb/07/beauty-dark-skin-dark-circles


ICT 
BCS Level 2 ECDL Certificate 
in IT Application Skills (QCF) 
 
 
 
What will I Study? 
The course is divided into 4 units: 
Word Processing, Presentations, Improving 
productivity, and Spreadsheets. 
 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
BCS Level 2 ECDL Certificate in IT Application 
Skills. The BCS is the British Computer Society, a 
long-established professional body for the IT 
industry. 
 
 
How would it help me in the future? 
ICT is a functional skill required for virtually every 
job.  Having a recognised ICT qualification should 
help you to get the job you want.  ECDL is well-
established and widely-recognised by employers 
and FE and HE institutions.  
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
When you are ready, you take assessments on 
line and get instant feedback on how you did. If 
needed, you can take each unit up to 3 times. 
 
 
Will all my study be in school? 
All work must be done in school under the 
supervision of your ICT teacher. 
 
 
How will it be similar to what I have done in  
Year 9? 
You will use many of the same skills you have 
developed in Year 7, 8 and 9. You should have 
already developed basic skills in Words 
Processing, Presentations and Spreadsheet as 
these were taught in year 9.  
 

 
 
How will it be different? 
You will be required to work with some 
independence and be willing and able to learn 
new skills very quickly. 
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will need to develop focus and pay attention 
to detail, and act on feedback given by your 
teacher to improve your work. 
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mrs S.Yasmeen Deputy Head of ICT & 

Computing or your ICT teacher. 

 
  



Learning for Life         
BTEC 
 

 
What will I study? 
 
A vocational course that places learning skills at 
the heart of learners’ personal development and 
achievement. 
 
This course empowers self-esteem, confidence, 
and independent and interdependent learning as 
learners develop and improve the skills required 
for learning and for life. The skills acquired in the 
Learning for Life courses can be applied to any 
subject, helping learners improve their results 
across the curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How would it help me in the future? 

 Learners learn to recognise and reflect 
upon their own experiences and 
competences, providing them with the 
skills required to be successful in job 
interviews and to work independently in 
further and higher education. 

 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 

 Learners can progress through the course 
at a pace suitable for them. Flexible unit 
options ranging from Entry 3 to Level 2 
mean this qualification can be delivered to 
whole cohorts of students, with a range of 
abilities. 

 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
The course is 100% coursework, so there are no 
exams in this subject.  Teachers mark the work 
in school and an external moderator will check 
and then award grades for students 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will all of  my study be in school? 
Some work will be done in school, with activity 
based learning undertaken out of school. 
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will need to work independently to meet 
deadlines, and act on guidance and feedback 
given by your teacher to improve your work. 
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mr Crabtree 
 

 
 
 

  

Please note: this course is 

subject to review and we 

may change to an 

equivalent vocational 

course if the need arises. 

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/skills/learning-for-life/Pages/default.aspx


BTEC First in Award in 
Performing Arts  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will I Study? 
The structure of the course will allow you to focus 
on your talents and interests within either drama, 
dance and music or a combination. If you are 
interested in design and production such as lights or 
costume, there is also the opportunity to pursue this 
route. Modules you may study include : 

 Acting Skills 
 Dance Skills 
 Musical theatre Skills 
 Music performance Skills 
 Production Skills for Performance 

 
How would it help me in the future? 
Performing Arts is a good choice for students 
wishing to go into a career which involves public 
speaking and teamwork such as the public services 
or the legal profession. It also helps to build self 
esteem and build confidence.  
 
Following completion of the BTEC Award in 
Performing Arts, successful candidates will be able 
to: 

 Enter into employment, at a junior level in 
areas such as acting and directing. 

 Further develop their individual skills 
through higher qualifications such as a 
BTEC National or A level. 

 
Will all of my study be in school? 
Your lessons will be within school, but practice and 
work carried on outside of school will be essential. 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
You will complete two core units ‘Individual 
Showcase and ‘Preparation, Performance and 
Production’ as well as at least one specialist unit 
from the list above. Each of these will be assessed 
as a pass merit or distinction grade. Assessment will 
vary between written evaluations, practical 
performances and teacher observations of 
rehearsals and group work. 

 
 
How will it be similar to what I have done in Year 
9? 
It will build on some of the key skills and techniques. 
Most of the foundation work will have been studied 
in Years 7, 8 & 9.  
 
How will it be different? 
You will be treated as a member of an actual theatre 
company and will be expected to have the discipline 
to work well in groups and alone. It will also 
strengthen the link between the 3 art forms you 
studied separately last year. 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
BTEC First Award in Performing Arts 
(equivalent to 1 GCSE grade A*-C). Most students 
in this group will also work towards an Arts Award 
qualification. 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You will need to be able to perform. If you don’t 
enjoy performing in front of people then maybe this 
isn’t the subject for you! 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mrs Voller, Head of Performing and Expressive Arts, 
or your drama teacher.  



Sport 

OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL 
CERTIFICATE IN SPORT 
STUDIES  
 

 
 
 
What will I Study? 
Students will complete four units from: 

 Contemporary issues in Sport 

 Developing Sport skills 

 Sports leadership 

 Developing knowledge and skills in 
outdoor activities 

 Working in the sports industry 

 Sport in the media 
 
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
OCR Cambridge National Certificate in Sport 
Studies 
 
 
How would it help me in the future? 

The course is a vocational qualification which 

provides the skills and experiences for working in 

the sport, leisure and recreation industries.  

It also give learners the opportunity to develop a 
range of skills and techniques, personal skills and 
attributes that will develop their leadership and 
communication. 
 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
Each student will be required to complete regular 
coursework based on practical experience 
throughout both years. An examination is worth 
25% of the final mark. All other units are assessed 
internally and externally moderated. 

 
Will all of my study be in school? 
Yes, but home learning is an essential part of the 
course.  Homework tasks will be set each week to 
consolidate and extend class learning.  
 
 
How will it be similar to what I have done in 
Year 9? 
Students will take part in practical sports and learn 
about the skills and tactics involved. They will 
have the opportunity to officiate and analyse 
performance as well as lead/coach others. 
 
 
How will it be different?  
Students will take part in both practical and theory 
(classroom lessons). There is a focus on personal 
performance and skills that lead to job 
opportunities. Leadership and coaching will also 
form a big part of the course. 
 
 
What will be especially important for me to 
succeed on the course? 
You should be motivated, dedicated and show a 
keen interest in a variety of sports.  It is important 
that you also have an excellent participation rate 
in PE. 
 
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? 
Mr Cheetham      Head of PE/Sport Faculty  
Mrs Holden         PE Subject Leader 
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