
Prayer Theme for the week 

Ephesians 5:25 

Husbands must love their wives, 

just as Christ loves his Church and 

gave himself up for her. 
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During our February half term break, 40 Year 7 students 

and 6 staff journeyed to Rome on pilgrimage to the tomb 

of the apostles, Peter and Paul. During our stay we took 

in many of the sights and sounds of one of the most vibrant and beautiful 

cities in the world with history at every turn, and even beneath our feet. 

We explored the glory that was ancient, imperial Rome with its forums,  

theatres and circuses, the most impressive of which was surely the Flavian amphitheatre, better known as 

the Colosseum, where Romans witnessed the brutal spectacle of gladiators fighting to the death and of 

the first Christian martyrs being fed to wild beasts.  

We ascended the Victor Emmanuel Monument to get 360% views of the city, and even descended below 

ground into the Catacombs of San Sebastiano, one of the sacred burial sites of the early followers of 

Christ.  We were awed by the majesty of Christian Rome with the vast, domed basilicas of St Peter’s and St 

Paul’s, enclosing the quiet, peaceful spaces within, a witness to the enduring value of prayer and contem-

plation in the midst of bustling modern city living.  

We spent many enjoyable hours strolling round the cobbled streets, often in Roman sunshine, enjoying 

the piazzas and fountains, the markets, shops and cafes, not to mention the restaurants where we filled 

up on authentic Roman cuisine.  One of the highlights of our pilgrimage was joining thousands of other 

pilgrims in St Peter’s Square as Pope Francis gave his weekly general audience. He even did a couple of 

laps in his Pope-mobile so that we were able to see him up close. We are indebted to Alan Wasowski, a 

past pupil of St Bede’s and who now studies for the priesthood at the English College in Rome. Through 

his links to the college he was able to get us tickets for the Pope’s General Audience.  

Part of the joy of the whole experience is staying at Villa Palazzola on the shores of Lake Albano, and the 

wonderful hospitality offered us there by Mena, Giorgia, Joyce, Giuseppe, Julie and all the staff who are 

always so friendly and accommodating. There simply cannot be any school trip to anywhere which enjoys 

such fabulous food. Palazzola really is the most beautiful base from which to explore the city and its  

surrounds. Last and certainly not least - our wonderful students. A big 

‘thanks’ to you all. You were great fun, you were polite and well mannered, 

and you were always in great voice. You were a great credit to your parents 

and to the college. You made the whole pilgrimage such a treat for the staff 

and it was a pleasure to look after you and to share the experience with you.                                     

More photographs can be viewed out our website www.sbsj.co.uk 

Benedicamus Domino 

Yr7 Rome Pilgrimage 

http://sbsj.co.uk/
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Thanks to the recent weather in 

the shape of the Beast from the 

East and vast amounts of snow 

we had to rearranged our World 

Book Day. Staff and students 

took the opportunity to come in 

their favourite book characters.  

We had The Handmaid, Inspector 

Goole, The Hitchhiker, Lennie 

Small, a Gryffindor geek and 

even Skulduggery!  

World Book Day 

Sixth form students studying Jane Eyre as part 

of the English Curriculum visited the  Grand 

Theatre in Leeds to watch  Northern Ballet’s 

rendition of the famous Charlotte Bronte’s  

Novel. After missing the performance last week 

due to the snow day, we got the chance to  visit 

Leeds Trinity for a spot of street food before 

the main event. The performance was  

thoroughly entertaining with many of the  

students getting a betting understanding of the 

text.  

There was some strong 

performances form the 

cast, the music was  

enchanting and the 

dashing Mr Rochester 

stole the show.   

A delightful trip  

w o n d e r f u l l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  o u r  

magnificent  students.  

 Northern Ballet 

National Science 

Week got off to a 

magnificent start  

last week with  

exciting science  

lessons that all  

students thoroughly 

enjoyed. There were  lunch time sessions for students 

to attend, including robotics, nuclear science and the 

popular Whizz Bang Lab.  We had several competitions 

running with prizes to be won. 

Still to come is the delivery of some incubating  

chicken eggs, arriving on Monday. We are  

hoping to set up a live camera to enable everyone to 

follow the progress and watch the chicks hatch. 






