We are delighted to announce that we are the first High School in
awarded the prestigious status of
.

to be

This was our first attempt to submit our application. The whole
process was not only time consuming but quite gruelling, however
we were delighted when all the hard work paid off.
The panel made the following comment about our submissions:
The panel was impressed by the continued commitment to progression routes, the offer to pupils of a
wide range of arts qualifications (including Arts Award support) and experiences with nationally
recognised arts organisations, and extra-curricular activities. It is clear the school have strong arts
leadership, and the restructure has embedded this further, leading to creation of new spaces for arts
learning. Sharing practices across feeder primaries with both staff and students is key. To continue
growth further, the school may wish to seek out specific artist-led mentoring or CPD opportunities for
members of staff, widening the co-delivery with pupils sharing of practice across the school and the
community, and seeking out ways of supporting vulnerable learners.

As a Platinum Artsmark school, Arts Council England celebrates your commitment to arts and cultural
education
at
a
governing
body
level,
the
opportunities
established
across
your
provision and the leadership you are demonstrating in this area. Your children and young
people are offered equal opportunity to influence, lead, experience and evaluate a diverse range of
high-quality arts and cultural activities across a broad range of media and you are able to contribute to
development opportunities in these areas for both your own staff and others. You have strong
partnerships
with
arts
and
cultural
organisations
and
can
evidence
the
positive
impact of this collaboration.

We are also pleased to announce that an entire year group
of over 300 students have received their Arts Award
Bronze. We are one of 10 National Good Practice Centres
for Arts Award.
Here at SBSJ we refer to our core learning skills as
learning muscles. We want students to thrive and
understand that qualifications without life and
employment skills will not serve them very well. Thus we
focus on teamwork, creativity, aspiration, independence,
reflection and resilience. All six of these skills are demanded within the Arts Award. In Art, students
study a variety of famous artists and research their work, style and form. Artwork is then created. Thus
is done easily and efficiently. In
Drama, students
in a series of skills and narrative-based workshops, linked to the
Charles Causley poem, What Has Happened to Lulu? In Dance, they
. This year they
studied skills based on the Gobstoppers characters in The Nutcracker and then devised warm-ups using
these skills to teach to their peers. In Music and Drama they
and write reviews for the portfolio.

39 Drama students were selected to take part as extras in one of
Channel 4's latest programs, Ackley Bridge. This is due to be aired
some time in June 2018. The students were thrilled to be taking
part, here is one students account of the day.
On the morning of 29th March, we arrived at the school of
St Catherine's, where the TV show was being shot. The crew showed
us to our waiting room, where we spent most of the day apart from
when we were on set.
When we first arrived one crew member came and informed us that
we had to get costumes on, so she first took 12 girls to women's
costume, to get the Ackley Bridge uniform on. Some of the girls were
asked whether they wanted to wear hijabs to reflect the
school's multiculturalism. After we were costumed, we were asked
not to take any photos so that no spoilers would surface online. Then
we were taken to set, where we were all given seats to watch a
performance as part of the audience. They ran through the scene a
few times, checking the different lighting and cameras before they
got the right shot. A few of us were moved around by the crew. And
we were given little brochures to hold throughout the 'performance'
as props . When they had finished that part of the scene, a crew
member brought us all back to the waiting room where we all ate a
few snacks.
Some of the main cast members came to meet our school; one who
was extremely friendly, went around the entire room high-fiving
everybody. We were allowed to ask them any questions related to
drama as well as take photos with them. All of us were later called
back onto set, however the crew said that the extras
who were currently behind the camera didn't need to
be present so we were taken back to the
waiting room. When the others had returned, we
were invited to get dinner. A couple of students had
brought packed food but the rest were eager to eat
the hot food provided. There was a selection of meals
available, including chicken with sweet corn and potatoes. Once lunch was over we were
called back on set a few more times to complete the scene. In-between, all of us were
visited by other cast members and by one of the assistant directors; who was enthusiastic to give us
advice about the film-industry. When filming was over we were taken back in small groups to the costume
department where we had to return the uniform.
I believe that the school received a very beneficial opportunity that allowed students to take part, even as
extras, on TV. Its a step in the right direction for all the students who want to pursue a career in film as
they get to experience it first hand and a better understand of what goes into creating pieces like Ackley
Bridge.
On Friday 20th April GCSE students
performed extracts and monologues from
‘Girls Like That’ by Evan Placey for their external GCSE OCR examination.
This is worth 30% of their overall GCSE grade. As a department we had 5
group pieces and 32 monologues of different extracts. Students performed
imaginatively, creatively, energetically and passionately pieces that have taken
months of hard work and preparation. Girls Like That is an explosive play that
tackles issues of online abuse and peer pressure. As a department we are
incredibly proud of each and every student!

GCSE Performances

