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St Ambrose and Bolton
progress through to the
English Schools Championship Final.
SBSJ finish 2nd in 'group 2'
but unfortunately only 1 team
progresses to final. The team
played their hearts out in both matches. The match against Grantham was one of the best
performances I've seen from this team. We were actually losing 3-2 at half time with Jake Benson
and Miguel Arevalo getting on the score sheet. The goals came from a set play we have been
working hard on in training and it was great to see all that hard work pay off. However we were
disappointed to be 3-2 down.
The half time team talk was simple. 'When we work the ball how we have done in training we
score! So keep doing and it and press harder in defence to get the ball back.'
The team did just that with solid defending and plenty of steals from Oskar Oldcorn, Harvey
Speight and Sam Grant. Ewan Jones distribution from goal started our attacks off well to the
wide players in George Chang, Joseph Doyle, Miguel Arevalo and Dane Simora who worked the
ball down the pool to whoever was occupying the centre forward position. Jake managed to
score another 4 goals with Dane also getting on the score sheet. A big improvement from the
first half with only conceding 1 goal. The final score end
The match against Bolton was really close in the first half and we nearly went into half time level
but unfortunately we couldn't find the back of the net. The score was 1 - 0 to Bolton and with
the effort from the first game plus the strong performance in the first half against Bolton it was
just too much for the team. To their credit we never gave in and kept pressing hard and trying to
create chances. The final score finished 5 - 0 to Bolton meaning we finished 2nd in our group.
The team have really progressed over the last couple of months and should be proud of their
efforts!
Well done to all involved!

Bolton School.

saw the U12 Water Polo 'mixed team' vs U11 Bolton 'mixed team' away at

This was a really competitive match against Bolton's youngest team and was a really
good experience for our rising stars. All the players contributed to the result. Ava Chmabers was
ever present in the heart of the defence
along with Sam Adams, Gabrielle Parker,
Amber Parrington, Julia Szadkowska,
Charlie Spence, James Cummins during the
course of the game. Amelia Brooksbank,
Lilly
Pryce,
Jessica
Fullerton
and
James Rocchio provided the width and
service to our centre forward in Sienna
Harrop who managed to score 5 of our
goals with Jessica Fullerton scoring our
6th goal.
Well done everyone.

The U13 Girls English
Schools Water Polo National Final held at
Northampton School for Boys. The final
comprised of the top 6 girls teams who
progressed
from
their
respective
semi-finals.
SBSJ finished 4th on the day which ranks us
the 4th best U13 Girls Water Polo team in
the country for 2018!
This was another fantastic achievement
for girls Water Polo here at St Bede’s and
St Joseph’s. This particular group have
worked so hard over the last couple of
months. The 4–0 semi-final victory over
Manchester High school which sealed our
place in the final was a particular
highlight of the campaign. The amount of
hours (which includes before school, lunch
time, after school and in the school
holidays) that has been put in from the
entire team to give themselves the best
possible chance is inspiring. Unfortunately
just days before the final we had to
overcome a massive setback when we
were informed that two of our main
players were ineligible to play in the final. It was an upsetting time for the team but they all
rallied together to overcome this adversity and still performed to very good standard. I said to
the girls on our journey home that throughout life we all have setbacks and disappointments
but it’s how you react in a positive way to overcome them that’s the most important thing.
The whole team should be proud how they conducted themselves, especially the two girls who
were unable to play. They still came to help and support the team, which I think takes great
courage. As well as doing well at the tournament the girls were brilliant in their behaviour and
manners whilst away. We had lots of comments at our hotel/restaurant on how well behaved the
girls were and we had lots of people wishing us luck for the final. Also a big thank you to
Mrs Foster for coming to help out with the team, something I and the girls really appreciate!
Well done girls, you did yourselves, your families, the school and myself proud!
Let’s start getting ready and look forward to next year now!
Below is a break-down of the tournament and the reports
for our match.
The teams are split into 2 groups of 3, with the top 2 teams
progressing to the playoffs.

Highgate School 8 - 2 Notting Hill & Ealing High School
Alleyn's School 2 - 0 Bedford Modern School
Highgate School 4 - 1 St Bede's and St Joseph's CC
Alleyn's School 6 - 0 Manchester High School
NH & EH School 2 - 2 St Bede's and St Joseph's CC

Bedford M School 10 - 1 Manchester High School

1st Highgate, 2nd SBSJ, 3rd Notting Hill & Ealing High
1st Alleyn's, 2nd Bedford Modern, 3rd Manchester High
Highgate 4 – 1 SBSJ
The first game against Highgate was a frustrating one. In the first half I believe nerves got the
better of us and before we knew it we were 3 - 0 down at half time. The second half was a much
stronger and competitive performance with all girls working hard to get our way back into the
game. Chloe Rai, Estelle George and Molly Sladen were pressing really well in defence and
helping Amelia Brooksbank in goal, who kept making some great saves to keep us in touching
distance of a comeback. Sienna Harrop managed to get us a goal back to bring it to 3 - 1.
Unfortunately Highgate managed to get find the back of the net once again and with little time
left on the clock meant we couldn’t get a result from the game.
Notting Hill & Ealing High 2 – 2 SBSJ
The team talk before the match was to carry on where we left off in the last match, as our
second half performance was really positive and I was confident if the girls could emulate that
we would stand a chance of getting a result. As the score line suggests it was a tight affair with
both teams creating plenty of chances. Molly, Estelle and Chloe were once again solid in
defence, with Amelia carrying on her strong performance in goal, with all 4 girls distributing the
ball well to our forwards in Jessica Fullerton, Lilly Pryce and Julia Szadkowska. Sienna Harrop
managed to finish off a really well worked team goal with pretty much all the players having
some involvement in the build-up. The opposition did manage to pull one back and the score
was 1 – 1 at half time.
I told the girls I was really proud of their performance and to just keep playing the way they
were. The opposition to be fair came out the stronger and again it was on Molly, Estelle and
Chloe to organise the defence and to their credit they didn’t let them through. Once we settled
into the half and started moving the ball round we managed to create a few more chances of our
own. Jessica, Lilly and Julia were making some good drives and linking up well with Sienna.
Unfortunately we couldn’t find the back of the net from close range, hitting the cross bar twice
and the keeper made a couple of good saves. With only 2 minutes remaining Amelia made a
great save to keep the scores level. She then drove out of her box with the ball and threw it long
to Sienna who was on the half way line. With a defender charging at her she picked the ball up
and shot at goal which sailed into the top corner! A brilliant shot from half way, which wasn’t a
fluke as she practices in training quite regularly. SBSJ were now in the lead 2 – 1 and there was
only a minute left on the clock. We managed to steal the ball back and the girls went on the
attack again in numbers. I was stood on the side line desperately trying to get a couple of the
girls to stay back to cover in case we lost the ball, but the girls were trying to play the game in
the right way by attacking and scoring goals. Unfortunately we lost the ball and the opposition
had a couple of players waiting up front and there was nothing Amelia could do to stop the
goal. There was 6 seconds on the clock and Sienna tried another shot from her own half but it
rattled the woodwork instead.
The score finished 2 – 2 but we knew a draw was enough to send us through to play-offs.
SBSJ 1 - 5 Alleyn's
With SBSJ placing 2nd in our group it meant we had to face Alleyn's who placed 1st in their
group. This was always going to be tough game and it proved to be just that. The girls to their
credit fought hard all the way through the match and never gave anything to the opposition. The
first half both teams had an equal amount of chances but Alleyn’s were ruthless in front of goal
and the half time score was 5 – 0. The second half was completely different as SBSJ dominated
all the way through, hitting the woodwork on 4 occasions. Luckily one of those rebounded back
to Amelia Brooksbank who slotted it home. The final score 5 – 1, which the girls should be
proud of as Alleyn’s were the eventual winners!

SBSJ 2 – 3 Bedford Modern
This game was to decide who would finish 3 rd or 4th. Like all our games the girls worked
extremely hard all the way through the match and even though there wasn’t much left in the
tank they kept going all the way until the final whistle. Unfortunately it wasn’t meant to be on
this occasion. It was probably the most exciting game of the tournament. It was constantly end
to end, chance after chance for both teams. Estelle and Sienna were our goal scorers and
everyone contributed in all areas of the match. It really did have everything, just not the desired
result.
The girls will gain a lot from all the experience gained and I know they are all going to go from
strength to strength over the coming years. As a coach I could not have been more proud in the
way played!
Well done to all involved! Bring on next year!

If you are a student at St Bede’s and St Joseph’s Catholic
College and would like more information on how to join
our ever increasing water polo squad then please contact
Mr Wright.

