
On Thursday 18th October, five of Bradford’s  

Catholic Primary schools arrived at St Bede’s and  

St Joseph’s Catholic College to take part in a  

brilliant afternoon of TAG Rugby. The weather was 

gloriously sunny and the competition was fierce. 

TAG rugby is fast paced and technical and is a 

great way to get a taste of rugby itself without the 

tackling element.  

The schools were well practised and played some 

outstanding, technically stunning rugby. The  

competitions were refereed superbly by our Sixth 

Form helpers. Unfortunately there were not enough 

schools entered into the U9 tournament to allow it go ahead. However, five schools were entering the 

Under 11s tournament. In the first round, St. Joseph’s Bradford, St Mary’s & St. Peter’s and St. Winifrede’s 

all jumped out to winning starts with some quick passing and very nimble individual plays.  

A 4-4 draw in the second round of fixtures between St. Mary’s & St. Peter’s and St. Joseph’s Bradford, 

combined with a bounce back win for St. Cuthbert’s meant that with 2 games left for each team, the  

trophy could go to anyone. Further wins for both St. Cuthbert’s and St. Winifrede’s meant both these 

schools finished with 3 wins and 1 loss to their name. Ultimately St. Winifrede’s took home the trophy 

with a nail-biting finish. 

All teams that entered should be proud of their efforts. St Columba’s showed great heart and resilience; 

with no prior experience of TAG rugby, and playing all their games back to back so they could be back 

for parents to pick up their children, they played really well and showed huge improvement over the 

tournament. St Joseph’s Bradford showed their coaching and discipline all afternoon, always organised, 

quick on the counter attack they proved a dangerous team throughout the tournament. St Mary’s &  

St Peter’s were a very classy and sporting team, quick to congratulate the other team and played some 

beautiful rugby, great at making the tackles - with tags flying left, right and centre. St. Cuthbert’s were 

the vision of determination, often coming through some tight games with hard work and pure effort.  

Finally, our overall winners, St. Winfrede’s were a lightning quick team, with some experienced rugby 

players in their squad they were fluid in attack and solid in defence. One of their tries, a spinning dive 

towards the try line that left two defenders clutching at thin air was one of the finest tries I’ve ever seen.  

Many thanks to all the schools that came and especially to the teachers, parents and support staff for 

bringing them: St Winefride’s - St Cuthbert’s - St Joseph’s (Bradford) - St Mary’s and St Peter’s -  

St Columba’s  

Congratulations to all teams involved, well done to our 

winners St. Winifrede’s, and watch this space for future 

rugby stars that were seen here first! 

Check outTag Rugby Rules on our website 

www.sbsj.co.uk/pe-sports-menu 
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