
 

On the 20
th

 March the swimming pool at the Ignis site hosted the SPARK Swimming Gala. With 

the glorious sunny weather we’ve all enjoyed recently making an appearance I think most  

students would have liked to be outside. Nonetheless six of the Catholic Primary Schools arrived 

ready for competition number 5 of the year. 

A huge thank you must go to Mr. Wright, swimming teacher and the coach of our highly  

successful Water Polo teams, who organised the competition. I’m sure all the students and staff 

that attended will agree that the afternoon ran flawlessly and was thoroughly enjoyed by  

everyone. 

All teams began with a warm up whilst our KS3 helpers looked 

on and set up timings. 16 of our KS3 students who play for the 

Water Polo teams or are competent swimmers gave up their  

afternoon to help with everything from recording scores and 

times, to cheering on students and helping the less confident 

swimmers. The day would not have been possible without their 

help and enthusiasm and they were fantastic role models all 

day. 

With 10 races and 6 schools to race we were pushed for time all day. Thankfully Mr Wright and 

his helpers were efficient and got the competition running smoothly. The day began with the 

individual races St. Joseph’s Bingley pipped Our Lady and St. Brendan’s to 1
st

 place in the boys 

freestyle by a photo-finish. 4 tenths of a second separated 1
st

 and 2
nd

, and this first race set the 

tone for the day. The girls freestyle was settled by 6 tenths of a second and the teams events 

were seconds apart as well.  

With some outstanding individual performances and the deafening support pushing the teams 

on, the final race involved all 8 swimmers and there was still room for change on the final  

podium. In the final race of the day St. Anthony’s claimed victory with St. John the Evangelist 

and St. Joseph’s Bingley rounded out the rest of the medal positions. 
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The 3
rd

 position in the final race turned out to be crucial as those 4 

points in the final race opened up a 6 point lead over St. Cuthbert’s. 

With 6 points for first, moving down to 1 point for 6
th 

it meant there was 

a maximum of 60 points available. With a dominant 53 points out of 60 

St. Joseph’s Bingley were our overall winners, followed closely by 

St. Cuthbert’s in the silver medal position, and St. Anthony’s 

(Shipley) took home the bronze medal position. An honourable 

mention must also go to St. John the Evangelist who missed out 

on 3
rd

 place by an agonising 2 points. 

All the students were a credit to their school, their teachers 

and their parents/carers. They 

showed real spirit all day and were 

polite and thankful for the efforts of 

our helpers and Mr. Wright. I would 

also like to reiterate my thanks to 

Mr. Wright and the helpers on the 

day who were fantastic and had the 

day planned to perfection.  


