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ust recently, a staff member gave me a
copy of a partial sermon Smith Wigglesworth delivered
while at Angelus Temple on August 11, 1927. I got so
stirred when reading it, and I just wanted to share the
last paragraph of it with you because it speaks to what
God told us about 2016 being A Year of Abundance.
Smith Wigglesworth ministered:
“The last days are a time for the true people of
God to engage in extravagant asking. Up to this present time, the Lord’s word is for us, ‘Hitherto ye have
asked nothing.’ Surely you people that have been asking great things from God for a long time would be
amazed if you entered into it with clear knowledge
that it is the Master, it is Jesus, who has such knowledge of the mightiness of the power of the Father, of
the joint union with Him, that nothing is impossible
for you to ask. Surely it is He only Who could say,
‘Hitherto you have asked nothing.’ So God means me
to press you another step forward. Begin to believe
on extravagant asking, believing that God is pleased
when you ask large things.”
This stirs me so much because Brother Wigglesworth is reminding us that in light of the mightiness of God’s power, our asking has been so small that it
seems like nothing compared to what is available to us
and what He offers us to receive!
As I’ve been stating so much this year, abundance
is a mentality — not simply a quantity! If we think and
believe small, we receive small. But if we will think and
believe large, we will receive large! It’s not up to God —
it’s up to us!
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EXTRAVAGANT

ASKING
by Nancy Dufresne

(With an excerpt from Smith Wigglesworth)

I love the phrase Wigglesworth uses of “extravagant asking!” When looking up the word “extravagant”
in the dictionary, it means:
• more than is necessary
• exceeding the bounds of reason
• going beyond what is deserved
• wandering beyond bounds
Let’s look at these definitions:

1)

More than is necessary — to think and ask
based on what is needed is to miss the mark. God
wants us to have more than what is needed!

2) Exceeding the bounds of reason — if we are

going to have extravagant asking and extravagant receiving, we’re going to have to go beyond the bounds
of the reasonings of the mind! Abundance won’t flow
for those who try to mentally calculate everything,
then let those mental calculations dictate their level of
asking and receiving. The mind sets a boundary — you
can go no further than it will let you if you’re going
to follow the mind. But the faith that’s in your spirit
can lead you into abundance, and even extravagance,
if you will bypass the reasonings of your mind and follow your spirit into it.
Second Corinthians 10:5 instructs us, “Casting
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” The
mental arena will never lead us into abundance or extravagance in asking or receiving, but faith will!
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We must follow the Word and the Spirit into
abundance, for the Spirit has seen the abundance
of heaven. He knows the great resources and supply that are available for the asking. We have to trust
what He sees and knows of heaven enough to bypass
our minds and follow Him with our spirits into large
believing, large thinking, large asking, and large receiving.
As a believer, I’m not limited to my salary. As
a pastor, I’m not limited to the people’s giving. I’m
limited only by my faith! If I will have faith and ask
large, God has many avenues through which He will
meet my faith, and He will employ whatever avenue
necessary to answer my faith. Prosperity is a faith
issue — not a money issue!

3) Going beyond what is deserved — so many

4)

Wandering beyond bounds — all around
you are boundaries. Your profession, your salary, the
way you were raised, your past, the people around
you, etc. For us to ask and receive extravagantly, we
can’t let the boundaries around us be our stopping
place — we must go beyond them in our believing, in
our thinking, and in our asking.
I love what Brother Wigglesworth states: “...God
is pleased when you ask large things.” We ask to the
level we believe God is able to work. When we ask
small, we are telling God we believe He is only able to
do small. But when we ask large, we are letting God
know we believe He is able to do large! No wonder it
would be pleasing to God for us to ask large. It lets
Him know how big we think He is!
We have a big God! We have an extravagant God!
So let’s ask extravagantly and receive extravagantly!

Christians limit their asking and their receiving
based on their own feelings of human inadequacy.
We are new creatures in Christ, old things are passed
away, all things have become new (II Cor. 5:17). We
are now in Christ, we are one with Him. We are to
receive based on who we are in Him! Many let the
devil steal from them by thinking more of what
they’re not than of what He made them to be!
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