“Kathleen White: The Spark Between L And D,” Visual AIDS, September, 2015

Kathleen White, "The Spark Between L And D", 1987, VHS, 11min. camera by Richard Mitchell

An evening devoted to the work of Kathleen White will be presented on Saturday,
September 26th, beginning at 7 PM at the home of Hunter Reynolds'
current exhibition at P.P.O.W.
The Spark Between L and D, a VHS document of Kathleen’s earliest post-college
work, will screen for the first time. Filmed in Fall of 1987, the piece was performed in
front of a full house, just days before Kathleen left Boston for good to live in New
York City. A personal response to the global AIDS crisis, the work provides a glimpse
into her overall thinking, and reveals a built-in transcendent sense for loss — and a
humor often belying a deeply prophetic intuition that could at times be downright,
and rightfully, horrific.
Kathleen’s original performance costume, along with a selection of her paintings,
drawings, sculptures, instruments and notes will also be on view in the P.P.O.W.
viewing room. Among these, alLuPiNiT has commissioned a full-sized print by Nan
Goldin of Kathleen in her Elizabeth Street studio in 1993 among her Spirits of
Manhattan hair works. The narrative that ensues between these works and
Kathleen’s peers reflects the attitude of an artist that valued and strove for
poetry and community — in many ways the core of this presentation.
In addition, a selection of Conrad Ventur’s photos from the apartment of Kathleen
White and Rafael Sánchez will be presented and a group of close friends
including Kate Valk, Nan Goldin, Karl McCool, Lia Gangitano, Conrad Ventur, Rafael
Sánchez, and Agosto Machado will read notes from Kathleen’s own journals to open
up the dialogue of Kathleen’s work as a fluid, ongoing conversation. Since her
passing, Rafael has found notes on a regular basis in the funniest places. These and
some other gems will be shared.

