Photo by Mark Wunsch

Visioning the Future of Kelp Forest, Sea Otter & Human Interactions
Bella Bella, BC & Hakai Beach Institute
June 16th - 20th, 2014

Welcome and thank you for joining us! We are honored that you have chosen to share your valuable time and
knowledge with this diverse group of people.
Workshop Goal & Objectives
The overarching goal of this workshop is to examine the ecological, socio‐economic and cultural trade‐
offs triggered by the recovery of sea otters through the lens of traditional knowledge and western science to
better equip coastal communities with shared knowledge and ecosystem‐based strategies to navigate the
profound transformations that occur with the recovery of this predator. Our specific objectives are to:
1. Bring together marine ecologists, fisheries scientists, archaeologists and social scientists with First
Nations traditional knowledge holders from Alaska and British Columbia who are experiencing various
stages of sea otter recovery
2. Share knowledge of sea otter‐induced impacts on coupled human‐ocean systems and information on
ancient and contemporary ecosystem‐based management strategies for coastal resources broadly
3. Collaboratively develop community‐driven, ecosystem‐based strategies, integrating traditional and
contemporary principles, that support ecological and social resilience and inform marine planning
Workshop Design
This unconventional workshop is designed to exchange and generate ideas and co‐develop strategies
that support resilient coastal communities, resources and ecosystems. Unlike a typical conference composed of
a series of formal talks, we will use activities and small discussion groups which will report back to the large
group for reflection and synthesis, to meet our workshop objectives. Several ‘short speed talks’ have been
specifically designed to highlight 3‐4 key points and stimulate dialogue in our small discussion groups. Three
keynote addresses will frame the main concepts we will be advancing, while field trips and ample ‘free time’ to
explore the area will be used give us all a sense of place and invigorate new ideas and ways of thinking. Small
discussion groups are where we will get much of our ‘work’ done.
Your Participation
We have intentionally called this gathering a ‘workshop’ because we will be putting all of you to work!
All participants have been tasked with a role, whether it is to give a short catalyzing talk, lead a field trip, or act
as session moderator, small group discussion leader, large group facilitator, or cultural advisor. We are hoping
that by doing so, this becomes ‘our’ collective workshop and that you all have the opportunity to share your
perspectives, drive the discussion and ensure that the workshop meets your expectations.
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Workshop Philosophy
We are a diverse group of people, who come from very different walks of life, with different skills,
values and worldviews. With this diversity comes great opportunity for innovation. While we may have many
differences, we all share a passion for sustaining the future of our marine environment. So, we encourage you
to listen openly to new ideas and risk thinking in new ways. We will share and work together with traditional
principles of:
• Yahguudang dlljuu (Respectful acts)
• Dlaang (Being Whole / Healthy People)
• Gvi’ilas (Laws of the Ancestors)
• Hishuk ish tsa’walk (Everything is One)
• Iisaak (Respect with Caring)
Expected Workshop Products and Outcomes
Based on the results, ideas and proposed management strategies derived from this workshop, we aim
to produce a workshop summary report, a short video documentary, print media articles and policy briefs. We
will disseminate our results and products to participating tribal councils, provincial and federal policy makers,
NGOs and the public through community meetings, a touring art and video exhibit and policy briefs with the
aim of integrating these community‐driven, traditionally and scientifically informed, resilience‐based
management strategies in marine use planning processes currently underway in British Columbia and beyond.
A Brief History...
The vision for this workshop was presented and supported by motions put forward and approved by
the Hereditary Chiefs of the Nuu‐chah‐nulth, Haida and Heiltsuk in 2013. Each Nation identified a Hereditary
Chief to serve on our Steering Committee. Through a series of monthly conference calls and in‐person
meetings, we collaboratively designed the objectives, content, and structure of this workshop in consultation
with other hereditary and elected chiefs, matriarchs and marine stewardship managers and organizations. The
Steering Committee identified First Nations participants, representing multiple coastal communities, and
scientists, representing multiple disciplines, to participate in this workshop.
Steering Committee

Nick Tanape Sr
Nanwalek, Alaska
Sugpiaq Alutiiq

Happ in Yuk
Huu‐ay‐aht, BC
Nuu‐chah‐nulth

Gitkinjuaas
Skidegate, BC
Haida

Giteewans
Wigvilhba Wakas’
Old Masset, BC
Bella Bella, BC
Haida
Heiltsuk

Skil‐hiilans
Old Masset, BC
Haida

Cultural Advisors, Researchers and Logistical Team

Kii'iljuus
Skidegate, BC
Haida

Geetla
Anne Salomon
Laurie Wood
Bella Bella, BC Vancouver, BC
Vancouver, BC
Heiltsuk
Hakai Network SFU Hakai Network SFU
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Welcome to Bella Bella (Waglisa), British Columbia, Canada
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Visioning the Future of Kelp Forest, Sea Otter & Human Interactions
Agenda at a Glance...

Monday, June 16
7:00‐8:00am
8:30‐9:30am
9:30‐10:30am

10:30‐12:00pm

12‐1:00pm

Flights Leave YVR
South Terminal, Haida
Gwaii, & Campbell
River for Bella Bella
Arrive Bella Bella
Transportation to
Community School
Gym

Tuesday, June 17
Our Past

Wednesday, June 18
Our Present

Thursday, June 19
Our Future

Friday, June 20

Breakfast

Breakfast

Breakfast

Breakfast

Short Talks: Prehistory
of Sea Otter Use

Short Talks: Sea Otter
Impacts in AK

Keynote:
Bonnie McKay

Field Trip to Clam
Gardens & Stone Fish
Traps: Ancient Use &
Management of
Coastal Resources led
by Geetla & Turner
(Low tide: 11:00am)

Field Trip to Outer
Shores: Sea Otter
Foraging Research at
HBI led by Erin
Rechsteiner
(Low tide: 11:52am)

Report to Large Group

Arrive Bella Bella and
Transport to Airport
Flights Depart

Small Discussion
Groups (#4)
Coffee Break

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

1:00‐2:00pm

Community Welcome
Event in Bella Bella
School Gym

Small Discussion
Groups (#1)

Short Talks: Sea Otter
Impacts in BC

Short Talks: Ecosystem
Management

2:00‐3:00pm

Lunch

Report to Large Group

Small Discussion
Groups (#3)

Small Discussion
Groups (#5)

3:00‐3:30pm

Walk to Dock

Coffee Break

Coffee Break

Coffee Break

3:30‐4:30pm
4:30‐5:00pm

Depart Bella Bella
Travel by Boat to HBI

Small Discussion
Groups (#2)

Report to Large Group

Report to Large Group
Free Time or Interview
by Video Team

Report to Large Group
Large Group
Discussion

5:00‐6:00pm

Arrive HBI
Orientation

Free Time or Interview
by Video Team

6:00‐7:00pm

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Keynote:
Chief Hup in Yook

Keynote:
Jim Estes

Revisit Food Web &
Time line Activity
Closing Event

Bonfire at West Beach

Large Group Discussion

Bonfire at West Beach

7:30‐8:30pm
8:30‐9:30pm

Introduction: Kii’iljuus
Food Web & Time Line
Activity
Participant
Introductions

9am Depart HBI for
Bella Bella by Boat

Free Time or Interview
by Video Team
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Agenda
Monday, June 16th Welcome to BC’s Central Coast, Traditional Territory
of the Heiltsuk, Kitasoo/Xai’Xais, Nuxalk and Wuikinuxv First Nations
10:40-11:30am Workshop attendees arrive in Bella Bella
10:40-12:00pm Transportation of people from airport to Bella Bella Community School Gym
Transportation of luggage to Boat at Government Dock
Keep 1 small day bag (laptop, camera, wallet, cash, sunglasses, other valuables etc...) with
you so you can access items you may need during the welcome event, lunch and the boat
trip. The rest of your personal items will be sent and safely stored directly on the boat.
For those arriving on the early flight, please feel free to take the time to explore Bella Bella
by foot. The Cultural Center in the school makes for an interesting visit and they will be
expecting some visitors from our workshop (see map of Bella Bella on following page). The
Koeye Cafe and Qqs’ Thistalalh Memorial Library beside it, just up from the government
dock, is another great place to visit and has items for sale.
12pm-3pm

Community Welcome Event (School Gym)
Host: Wigvilhba Wakas (Harvey Humchitt)
Master of Ceremonies: Geetla (Elroy White)
Advisor: William Housty
Canoe Entrance
Heiltsuk Welcome by Chief & Chief Councillor
Dance Program
Presentations by Visiting Haida & Nuu‐chah‐nulth Chiefs, Sugpiaq visitors & Scientists
Lunch

3-3:30pm

Walk to Government Dock
This is a 6‐8 minute walk down towards the water from the community school gym

3:30pm

Depart for Hakai Beach Institute (HBI)
1.5 hour boat trip south, from Bella Bella to HBI on Calvert Island

5:00-6:00pm

Orientation
Orientation & Safety Presentation by HBI staff
Room Allocation – make yourself comfortable
If you have time, you can take a walk out to West Beach. A short, 6 minute walk, west from
Hakai’s main lodge, along a cleared narrow path, leads you to a dazzling white sand beach.
This path has 2 staring points; one is just behind (landward of) the main lodge. The other is
just west of Hakai’s main campus, north of the solar panel array and the vegetable garden.
Ask any staff or ‘locals’ for directions.

6:00-7:00pm

Dinner (please return your plates by 6:45pm if possible to help with clean up)

7:30pm

Welcome by Eric Peterson, President, Tula Foundation (Dining Hall)
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7:40-8:00pm

Workshop Introduction: Kii’iljuus (Barb Wilson)
Gina Gud Gii Kyuu Dii - Tying Together
How this workshop came to be, its objectives & approach

8:00-8:15pm

Food Web & Time Line Activity: Anne Salomon & Jenn Burt
Preferences survey explanation by Jenn (Due: June 17th 8:30am)
Signed consent form and boarding passes to Laurie (Due: June 17th 8:30am)
Tuesday’s clam garden, stone fish trap and ethnobotany field trip sign‐up (Laurie)

8:15-9:30pm

Participant Introductions led by Kii’iljuus (Barb Wilson)
Introduce yourself and the culturally important item you brought that symbolizes your
heritage and tells the story of where you come from

A school of fish seek shelter and food amongst the canopy of giant kelp off Gosling Rocks, south of Goose
Island, along British Columbia’s Central Coast, the ancestral origin of Heiltsuk Hereditary Chief Wigvilhba Wakas
(Harvey Humchitt), our host for today’s community welcome event, a chief from the Wuyalitxv (Outside
people) and head chief of Yalakli (Goose Island). This is also the location of the first raft of sea otters officially
reported on BC’s Central Coast in 1989, although local observations of this raft were made earlier (Nichol et al.
2009, Geetla Pers. com. 2013). photo by Jenn Burt, 2013
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Tuesday, June 17th Learning From Our Past
7:00-8:00am

Breakfast (please clear your plates by 7:45am if possible to help with clean up)

8:30-9:30am

Short Talks: Prehistory & History of Marine Mammal Use in British Columbia
Session Moderator: Wii-tsuts-koom (Anne Mack)

Joe Martin

Nuu‐chah‐nulth Marine Mammal Hunting and Canoe Design

Iain McKechnie Archaeology and Sea Otters
Git Kinjuaas

Sea Otters and Marine Mammals in Haida Art

Norm Sloan

The Iconic Role of Sea Otters for Haida Gwaii

9:30-10:00am

Get Geared Up for Field Trip

10:00-12:00pm Field Trip: Ancient Indigenous Use & Management of Coastal Resources
Led by Geetla (Elroy White) & Nancy Turner
Field Trip to Ancient Clam Gardens & Stone Fish Traps in Kwakshua Channel
Meeting place: End of the pier by the Darby Lab
12:00-1:00pm

Lunch (please clear your plates by 12:45pm if possible to help with clean up)

1:00-2:00pm

Small Discussion Groups (#1): Ancient Indigenous Use & Management of
Coastal Resources
Question 1: How populated were northwest coast seascapes in ancient times? How long
were these settlements established for? What might these coastal seascapes have looked
like through deep time?
Question 2: What forms of ancient marine management and conservation existed in the
past to sustain coastal resource use? How did they work? Specifically, what social rules,
governance practices and marine technologies were used to reduce human impacts on
coastal resources? What were the enablers to effective management and what were the
resistors?
Question 3: What are the knowledge gaps that ecologists, fisheries scientists,
archaeologists and traditional knowledge holders need to address to better understand
prehistoric baselines of coastal ecosystems?
Question 4: What other forums and / or mechanisms could be used to enable these diverse
groups of experts to come together, learn from each other, and re‐discover prehistoric
baselines and ancient coastal management strategies?

2:00-3:00pm

Report Back to Large Group for Reflection & Synthesis
Session Moderator: Nancy Turner

3:00-3:30pm

Coffee Break
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3:30-4:30pm

Small Discussion Groups (#2): Ancient Indigenous Use & Management of Sea
Otters & Kelp Forest Associated Species
Question 1: How were sea otters valued by First Nations in the deep past?
Question 2: How were other kelp forest associated species (e.g., abalone, sea urchin, rock
scallops, rockfish, lingcod, greenling, kelp, herring) valued by First Nations in the deep past?
Question 3: What traditional management strategies guided the use of sea otters? How
were harvest levels decided and enforced? Were other aspects of the ecosystem included in
these management decisions? If so, how?
Question 4: What remains under‐appreciated or unknown about Indigenous use, hunting
practices, and the cultural value of sea otters and kelp forest ecosystems along the
Northwest coast of North America?

4:30-5:00pm

Report Back to Large Group for Reflection & Synthesis
Session Moderator: Skil-hiilans (Allan Davidson)

5:00-6:00pm

Free Time
Explore area, discuss ideas, or sign up to be interviewed by the Video Team

6:00-7:00pm

Dinner (please clear your plates by 6:45pm if possible to help with clean up)

7:30-8:30pm

Keynote Address by Chief Hup in Yook: Securing Food, Health and Traditional
Values Through the Sustainable Use of Marine Resources
Q&A and Large Group Discussion
Wednesday’s Outer Shores Field Trip Sign‐up (Laurie)

8:30-9:30pm

Bonfire at West Beach

According to Sugpiat knowledge holders and archaeologists, it is thought that sea otters are the animals
depicted in these pictographs from Kachemak Bay, Alaska. The origin and age of these rock paintings are not
known with certainty, but ancestors of the Sugpiat are thought to have painted them as many as 1,500 to 3,000
years ago (de Laguna 1934, Klein 1996). A Sugpiaq legend explains that the sea otter was originally a man.
While collecting chitons he was trapped by an incoming tide. To save himself, he wished to become an otter.
His transformation created all otters. In Sugt’stun, sea otters are known as ‘Arhnaq’ (Alutiiq Museum and
Archeological Repository, Kodiak, Alaska).
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Wednesday, June 18th Understanding Our Present
7:00-8:00am

Breakfast (please clear your plates by 7:45am if possible to help with clean up)

8:30-9:30am

Short Talks: Sea Otter Impacts on Coupled Human-Ocean Systems in Alaska
Session Moderator: Joshua Anahonak

Violet Yeaton

Sea Otter Impacts on Our Traditional Foods

Ginny Eckert

Sea Otters as Apex Predators in Southeast Alaska

Dolly Garza

History and Experience with the Alaska Sea Otter Commission

Tim Tinker

You Can Tell a Lot About a Place From the Menu: Lessons Learned From the Diet of a Very
Hungry Mammal

9:30-10:00am

Get Geared Up for Field Trip

10:00-12:00pm Field trip: HBI’s Sea Otter Foraging Research Led by Erin Rechsteiner
Field Trip to Outer Shores & Sea Otter Foraging Research at HBI
Meeting place: End of the pier by the Darby Lab
12:00-1:00pm

Lunch (please clear your plates by 12:45pm if possible to help with clean up)

1:00-2:00pm

Short Talks: Sea Otter Impacts on Coupled Human-Ocean Systems in BC
Session Moderator: Wickaninnish (Cliff Atleo)

Ken Watts

kʷakƛ (Sea Otter) and Nuu‐chah‐nulth‐aht

Linda Nichol

Patterns of Re‐establishment of Sea Otters in BC

Jane Watson

Sea Otters, Sea Urchins and Kelp; Changes off the West Coast of Vancouver Island

Lynn Lee

How do Abalone and Sea Otters Live Together?

Anne Salomon Tipping Points Triggered by Sea Otters on BC’s Central Coast
2:00-3:00pm

Small Discussion Groups (#3): Values, Preferences and Adapting to Change
Question 1: Thinking back to yesterday and prehistoric baselines, when sea otters return to
our coast, do they cause coastal ecosystems to change into entirely new states, or back to
previous states experienced by people in the deep past?
Question 2: The recovery of sea otters has caused remarkable changes to marine systems,
generating profound shifts in kelp forest ecosystems, coastal economies and cultures. How
do you value coastal systems with and without sea otters? How do these values and
preferences differ among us? Why do they differ among us?
Question 3: Has your community adapted to the recovery of sea otters and the sudden
changes they trigger? If so, how, and what were the enablers to adaptation? If not, why not,
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and what impeded adaptation? How can coastal communities that are facing sea otter
recovery prepare for the ecological and socio‐cultural transformations to come?
Question 4: Sea otter recovery can create complex ecological, socio‐economic and cultural
trade‐offs. While some components of the human‐ocean‐system stand to gain, others stand
to lose. What are the costs, benefits and opportunities and how can communities work
together to adapt to them? Can communities find win‐win solutions for all beings affected
by this new “old” system?
3:00-3:30pm

Coffee Break

3:30-4:30pm

Report Back to Large Group for Reflection & Synthesis
Session Moderator: Chief Hup in Yook

4:30-6:00pm

Free Time
Explore area, discuss ideas, or sign up to be interviewed by the Video Team

6:00-7pm

Dinner (please clear your plates by 6:45pm if possible to help with clean up)

7:30-8:30pm

Keynote Address by Jim Estes: Sea Otters and Kelp Forests; Knowledge, Belief,
and Suspicion

8:30-9:30pm

Large Group Discussion: Navigating Profound Change across Ecosystems
Session Moderator: Dolly Garza
Question 1: Broadly, when human‐ocean systems experience sudden change, what makes
people, communities and institutions rigid and inflexible to change? Alternatively, what
makes people willing and able to change?
Question 2: How are the changes associated with sea otter recovery different and/or similar
to those associated with the recovery of wolves, brown & black bears and cougars? What
can we learn from these land‐based relationships and our ability to adapt to them?

B)

A)

On high latitude temperate rocky reefs in Alaska and British Columbia, tipping points between sea urchin
barrens and kelp forests are triggered by the recovery of sea otters (Estes and Palmissano 1974, Watson and
Estes 2011). Photos by Lynn Lee & Jenn Burt
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Thursday, June 19th Visioning Our Future
7:00-8:00am

Breakfast (please clear your plates by 7:45am if possible to help with clean up)

8:30-9:30am

Keynote Address by Bonnie McKay: Claiming, Defending, and Sharing Places
at Sea: Mexican Experiences

9:30-10:30am

Small Group Discussions (#4): Community-Based Co-Management of Coastal
Marine Resources
Question 1: What are the barriers and what are the enablers of community‐based co‐
management of marine resources in your community?
Question 2: What strategies can be used to overcome these barriers and/or catalyze these
enablers?
Question 3: How similar are the place‐based community co‐operatives in Baja to traditional
First Nations clan‐based chiefly territories discussed on day 2? How are they different? Are
there advantages to either and if so how can we benefit from them?

10:30-11:00am Coffee Break
11:00-12:00pm Report Back to Large Group for Reflection & Synthesis
Session Moderator: John Moody Humchitt
12:00-1:00pm

Lunch (please clear your plates by 12:45pm if possible to help with clean up)

1:00-1:30pm

Short Talks: Ecosystem-Based Management & Marine Spatial Pans
Session Moderator: Taltmx (Mark White)

Steve Munch

Ecosystem‐Based Fisheries Management

Jennifer Walkus Central Coast Marine Use Plans: How Were they Created, Harmonized and Integrated?
1:30-3:00pm

Small Discussion Groups (#5): Integrating Traditional and Contemporary
Management Tools to Balance the Needs of People and Nature
Question 1: Can traditional governance & management practices, discussed on day 2, be
used today and into the future? Why or why not; where are the opportunities for their use
and where are the barriers? How could theses forms of ancient management be modified
for use today given these barriers?
Question 2: Given the ecosystem effects of sea otters, what traditional and contemporary
ecosystem‐based management strategies can we use or modify to sustain coastal shellfish
and finfish fisheries and balance the needs of people and nature?
Question 3: How could place‐based community co‐operatives, like those in Baja, be used in
today’s governance setting and marine spatial planning processes along BC’s coast as a tool
to meet multiple ecosystem, social and cultural objectives?

11 | P a g e

Question 4: Does your community have the management tools, exclusive access rights and
legal authority to manage shellfish and finfish resources in response to the ecological and
socio‐economic changes associated with sea otter recovery? If so, what are they? If not,
what should they look like?
3:00-3:30pm

Coffee Break

3:30-4:30pm

Report Back to Large Group for Reflection & Synthesis
Session Moderator: William Housty

4:30-5:00pm

Large Group Discussion on Sliding Baselines and Reconciling Worldviews
Session Moderator: Guujaaw
Question 1: If our management objective was to ‘restore coastal ecosystems’, thinking back
on day 2, what is your baseline? How do our baselines differ among us? Why?
Question 2: What is ‘Natural’? Are humans a component of natural ecosystems? How can
we reconcile different worldviews? What are the ethical and political barriers we need to
jump over to move forward?

5:00-6:00pm

Free Time

6:00-7:00pm

Dinner (please clear your plates by 6:45pm if possible to help with clean up)

7:30-7:45pm

Revisit Food Web and Timeline Activity (Anne)
Preferences Survey Take Two (Due to Jenn Burt by Friday, June 20th at 8:30am)

7:45-8:30pm

Closing Event
Acknowledgements: HBI Collaborators and Staff
Reflections on Workshop and Ideas for Future Meetings – to be continued at bonfire...

8:30-9:30pm

Bonfire at West Beach

On her way to jig for halibut in Port Graham Bay, Alaska, Vera Meganack rows her skiff as they did in the past
before outboard engines, standing at the stern, facing forward to watch for oncoming seas (Salomon et al.
2011). photo by Lisa Williams, 2005
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Friday, June 20th
7:00-8:00am

Breakfast (please clear your plates by 7:45am if possible to help with clean up)

8:00-8:30am

Pack your lunch and Pack up
Hand in preferences survey to Jenn Burt

8:30-9:00am

Head down to HBI Dock
Your luggage will be transported down to dock with the help of HBI staff & the four‐wheeler

9:00am

Board Boat and Depart HBI for Bella Bella

10:30am

Arrive Bella Bella and Transport to Airport

12:00-1:00pm

Flights Depart
12:00pm Pacific Coastal Charter to Vancouver
1:00pm Inland Air Charter to Haida Gwaii

British Columbia’s Central Coast. Photo by Tim Ennis
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Workshop Participants

Joshua Anahonak, Sugpiaq Youth and Professional Artistic Photographer
Camai everyone, my name is Joshua Anahonak. I am Sugpiat Alutiiq and I was born
and raised in Port Graham, Alaska, a small inter‐tidal community on the tip of the
Kenai Peninsula. I grew up bidarki picking, salmon fishing in the rivers, and helping
my family hang, dry and process the salmon. After high school I spent a year and a
half attending Brooks Institute for Visual Journalism. During my last semester at
Brooks I was chosen to travel Southern India for a yearly documentary program. I
am currently studying for my BA in Business Management in Santa Barbara,
California.

Jenn Burt, Marine Ecologist and Hakai Scholar
My name is Jenn Burt, and this week I feel like a mermaid! Me and my team are
diving everyday right now in the beautiful kelp forests and rocky reefs around
Hakai ‐ surveying sea urchin grazing on kelp. I am a PhD student working with
Anne Salomon at SFU with research focusing on kelp forest ecology and marine
planning in British Columbia. In addition to my interests in understanding shifts in
key ecological processes and the spatial dynamics of kelp forests, I am really
interested in how coastal communities value rocky reef ecosystems, what shapes
peoples values of rocky reef ecosystems, and how these values interface with
marine management. Prior to working with Anne at SFU, I have worked on several
marine planning processes in BC, done research on Fraser River sockeye salmon,
and worked in marine education and outreach. I was born and raised in
Vancouver, BC, and developed a love for the ocean through coastal camping trips
with my family, kayak journeys, and learning to scuba dive.

Grant Callegari, Videographer, Hakai Beach Institute
My name is Grant Callegari. I am a cameraman/videographer and a full time Tula
Foundation employee. I document the many interesting projects that take place at
Hakai. We are currently filming a series documenting our resident Hakai sea otters
population. When I’m not filming, I am working on trail blazing, remote cabin
construction and building fish weirs to count salmon. In the evenings you can often
find me on West Beach surrounded by wood shavings while attempting to
replicate some of the amazing early technologies of the Northwest Coast. This
includes making various fishing equipment such as steam bent halibut hooks,
harpoons and spears. The latest undertaking is to build a bentwood fishing tackle
box.
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Roger Dunlop, Nuuchah‐nulth Fisheries Manager
My name, Uupiihaa, was given to me by the Mowachaht/Muchalaht and
Hesquiaht Ha'wiih (Chiefs). I arrived in Canada from England when people still
travelled on ships. I attended Lethbridge Community College to learn about
freshwater and terrestrial ecosystems then after a while went to UVic to learn a bit
about oceans. Since then I have been learning from the Nuu‐chah‐nulth and others
living with sea otters in the WCVI environment. I assisted the Sea Otter Recovery
Team, organized some oil spill response training, and counted a sea otter or two.
For years I have been staring at a graph on the wall of my office showing the
mollusc remains from pre‐2300 BC through the fur trade era up to 1966 excavated
at Friendly Cove where this all started in BC. I have three wonderful children that
continue to amaze me. I spend a lot of time harvesting much of my own food
when I can. I wear a signet ring, which is the crest from a coat of arms that I have
the right to bear.

Ginny Eckert, Benthic Marine Biologist
Ginny is an Associate Professor in the School of Fisheries and Oceans Science at
the University of Alaska Fairbanks and the Associate Director of Research with
Alaska Sea Grant. She received her B.A. from Dartmouth College, her M.S. from
University of Florida and her Ph.D. from University of California, Santa Barbara.
Her research is driven by the belief that we can sustainably manage living marine
resources and that population and early life history ecology can contribute to this
process.

Margaret Edgars, Elder, Haida Nation
Margaret Edgars grew up in Massett, learning to gather from the lands, shores and
seas. She has been involved in planning, erecting and monitoring areas fenced off
to see what types of plants are resilient in spite of the continual grazing of the
Sitka Black‐tailed Deer and the Beaver. The annual harvesting rounds find her
each year gathering berries, seaweeds as well as seafood. Margaret is a vital
member of her community and family, as she stays involved with the daily
concerns. She has a concern ‐ what will be left for the next generations if we do
nothing.
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James Estes, Kelp Forest Ecologist
An athletic injury early in life turned my dreams from baseball to biology. As a
consequence of this and several other fortuitous events, I wound up spending
much of the last 50 years exploring, together with students and colleagues, the
intimate ecological interplay between sea otters and kelp forests in the North
Pacific Ocean. I’m presently a professor of ecology and evolutionary biology at the
University of California at Santa Cruz. Unashamedly, I like to fish and hunt. I'm
looking forward to the upcoming workshop‐‐to sharing what I’ve learned and to
learning from your diverse backgrounds and perspectives on people and nature.

Dolly Garza, Member, Alaska Sea Otter Commission
Haida/Tlingit weaver, seaweed gatherer. Professor Emerita, University of Alaska,
Fairbanks. Retired about 7 years ago from Marine Advisory Program, part of Sea
Grant and UAF Fisheries Dept. Focus on marine education and wise use of marine
resources.

Geetla (Elroy White), Cultural Archaeologist, Heiltsuk First Nation

Git Kinjuaas (Ron Wilson), Hereditary Chief, Haida Nation
Git Kinjuaas (Giitsxaa AKA Ron Wilson) was born oldest nephew to the late Git
kinjuaas Cumshewa (Charles Wesley) of the St’awaas XaaydaGaay. His father, Niis
Wes taught Ron about the ocean and the place we occupy, when he was a small
child. Ron continues to be a harvester of our foods from the ocean. Ron was taken
to Alberni Indian Residential School as a young boy. There he used the carving to
connect himself to home. Giitsxaa has been carving most of his adult life. He has
carved monumental sized articles down to pins and earrings in most mediums.
The subjects he portrays in his career as an artist reflects the ancestors, the
Supernatural beings that came out of the ocean. Git Kinjuaas has hosted two
potlatches, one to honor his late uncle and one to legalize his inheritance of the
position he was born into. He has one son and two grandsons.
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Guujaaw, Skidegate Regional Representative, the Council of the Haida Nation and
Past President, the Council of Haida Nation

Tony Hansen, Kyuquot Cheklesaht Representative
Tony is the Director of Natural Resources with the Kyuquot Cheklesaht Nation part
of the Nuu‐chah‐nulth tribal group located on the West Coast of Vancouver Island.
He is one of eight siblings from his parents, Michael (late) and Hilda Hansen. He
attended residential school in Mission, BC and secondary school in Campbell River,
BC. He was a commercial fisherman for much of his life and prior to becoming the
Director of Natural Resources for Kyuquot, he was the Fisheries Manager.

Ilja Herb, Videographer
My name is Ilja (sounds like il‐ya). As part of a small video team, I'll be joining you
all to help document what promises to be an outstanding gathering on the coast. I
hang my hat‐‐and a whole bunch of camera gear‐‐in Victoria, where I live aboard
Foxy, a 41‐foot cutter‐rigged sailboat who came into my life suddenly a few years
ago. Foxy and I have been up and down the BC coast a few times over the last few
summers shooting photos and video projects focussed on culturally specific
perceptions of land and resource use. I am honoured and thankful to be part of
this group, see you soon!

William Housty, Science Director, Qqs Projects Society
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Brenda Humchitt, Former Bella Bella High School Principal

Mark Hume, National Correspondent, Globe and Mail
I am attending as an observer and will be carrying a cultural artifact . . . a
notebook, into which dates, names, quotes and other facts are entered. I still use
old fashioned paper and ink to keep notes because it somehow seems right to me.
I am a National Correspondent with The Globe and Mail and my job is to write
stories about Bri sh Columbia. I focus, not exclusively but a lot, on First Na ons,
environment and increasingly energy development, subjects which are inextricably
interwoven. I was born in BC and have traveled from Paris to Patagonia on
assignment, with three years in the Arctic thrown in, but have yet to find
anywhere as cool as the West Coast.
Hup in Yook (Tom Happynook), Head, Huu‐ay‐aht Hereditary Whaling Chief
Tom Happynook is the head Hereditary Whaling Chief of the Huu‐ay‐aht First
Nations, which is a tribe within the Nuu chah nulth Tribal Group located on the
West Coast of Vancouver Island. Tom is the narrator of both films, Heart of the
People and Return of the River, and has been integral in fostering the cultural
revival and rebirth of the Huu‐ay‐aht First Nations, arising from the forest and
fisheries restoration efforts of the Sarita River. Chief Treaty Negotiator for the
Huu‐ay‐aht First Nations, Tom Happynook was an integral participant in
successfully negotiating the Maa‐nulth Final Agreement He is deeply involved in all
aspects of the social, cultural, spiritual and economic recovery of the Huu‐ay‐aht
though the BC treaty process. Tom has also been deeply involved in the Huu‐ay‐
aht First Nations’ forestry efforts to become part of the local, regional, national
and international forest industry and economy. In addition, Tom Happynook was
the founding chairman of the World Council of Whalers. An international non‐
governmental organization that provided a collective voice for Indigenous and
Coastal whaling peoples around the world. As well, Tom was the chairman for Uu a
thluk (Council of Ha’wiih) a forum for building and strengthening relations
between the Nuu chah nulth hereditary chiefs; governments and their agencies;
and between the Ha’wiih and the Nuu chah nulth Tribal Council. Furthermore,
Tom Happynook was the chairman of the Nuu chah nulth Seafood Development
Corporation (NSDC); a corporation designed to bring the Nuu chah nulth Nations
back into the fishing industry, including the shellfish industry. Tom is also is a
lecturer presenting at many Universities around the world bringing to the
forefront the Huu‐ay‐aht / Nuu chah nulth culture and traditional ecological
knowledge that has been passed down through his family. A firefighter for 16
years, Tom retired as a Deputy Platoon Chief (Captain) in 1998. He has been
married to Katherine Ann Happynook since 1979. They have two adult sons, an
adult daughter, a grandson and granddaughter.
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Jude Isabella, Science Writer
I'm part of the small video team documenting this exciting gathering. As a
journalist for over 20 years, my focus has been on science, health, and the
environment. I write for a diverse audience, from grownups interested in
archaeology to young readers interested in space. I spent almost four years
researching salmon and marine biodiversity on the coast — with lots of time spent
on the Central Coast — for a Master's degree in anthropology and writing at the
University of Victoria. The result is a book that will be published this fall called
Salmon, A Scientific Memoir. After a dozen or so field trips, I can remove otoliths
from juvenile salmon and clean my face in the bush without soap (thank you
Anne!).
Kii'iljuus (Barb Wilson), Matriarch, Haida Nation
Returning to Haida Gwaii as a young person opened the door to a world I hadn't
really experienced since I was an early teen. Over the years I have been blessed to
meet and learn from several knowledgeable people ‐ my elders and others from
away. In my education, I have wanted to learn lots about all aspects of my world.
Plants, mammals, the land, the ocean and people. All have presented an
interesting puzzle which I have attempted to understand and in my mind ‐
organize it in a respectful, making sense way. I am a MEduc candidate starting
only this past month. My passion is to pass on my knowledge to the youth of Haida
Gwaii, and hope that my experience of not knowing can be avoided for young
Haidas. I am excited to see this project FINALLY materialize. Haawa to all who have
worked so diligently to see it to this place and time.

Lynn Lee, Marine Ecologist, Hakai Scholar
Lynn Lee is a marine ecologist and artist who lives on Haida Gwaii, engaging in
marine and land resource management and conservation for over 20 years. She is
currently working on a PhD in Dr Anne Salomon’s Coastal Marine Ecology and
Conservation Lab, exploring the complex relationships between people, sea otters,
abalone, sea urchins and kelp forests. As a child, she dreamt of breathing
underwater and has now logged over a thousand dives in BC waters. Home is in
Tlell but often she is found on the family ex‐troller, MV Victoria Rose, with her
wonderful spouse, skipper and marine biologist Leandre, and their energetic son
Taimen ‐ co‐conspirators in exploration and endless enthusiasm for all things
marine.

Phil Levin, Fisheries Scientist
I'm Phil Levin ‐ a Senior Scientist at NOAA Fisheries’ Northwest Fisheries Science
Center in Seattle, WA, USA. I'm sort of a fusion‐scientist‐‐I enjoy blending different
approaches from the biological and social sciences to solve pressing issues in the
ocean and in coastal communities. Over the last couple years, I've been privileged
to work with folks on marine management issues in Haida Gwaii. I grew up as a
Texas Jew (my Hebrew name is Pesach ben Davide haLevi v'Sara, in case you were
wondering) in Austin, and my roots continue to influence how I think about and
interact with people, nature and the ocean. I look forward to learning with you at
the workshop.
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Joe Martin, Master Canoe Carver
Born October 21, 1953 to late Chief Robert Martin Sr. in the area of CLAYOQUOT
SOUND on MEARES ISLAND. Taught about canoe carving since a very young age,
also about the ocean from having to go fishing whether I wanted to or not,
hunting, fishing , trapping or canoe carving ! How to survive! I also learned about
the traditional teachings this way! Also learned from my grandfather Nookmis
about storey telling. Stood on the blockade with my father in 1984 on MEARES
ISLAND.

Bonnie McCay, Fisheries Social Scientist
I am Bonnie McCay, a professor of human ecology at Rutgers University, New
Jersey, USA. I was trained in anthropology and ecology, and my major interest has
been how people manage the places and resources that they cherish and use "in
common" with others. My research on this has taken place in Newfoundland and
Nova Scotia, Canada; along the Atlantic seaboard of the US; and on the Pacific
coast of Mexico, with special focus on fishery cooperatives. Many years ago I also
had some linguistic training and research experience with Coast Salish groups,
particularly Musqueam, under the leadership of Wayne Suttles.

Iain McKechnie, Archaeologist and Hakai Scholar
Iain is an archaeologist who studies the history of fishing and hunting in coastal BC
using the bones and shells of marine animals recovered from ancient Indigenous
settlements. He is interested in how this record of sustained human use over
millennia can both extend and contextualize contemporary ecological baselines.
He received a PhD in anthropology from UBC and his doctoral fieldwork was
conducted in Nuu‐chah‐nulth territories (Tseshaht & Huu‐ay‐aht) in Barkley Sound
on SW Vancouver Island. He is currently a post‐doctoral researcher with the Hakai
Network at SFU and the University of Oregon. He grew up in Northern California
near the Russian fur‐trading post, ‘Fort Ross’, and has been involved in
archaeology in coastal BC since 2001.

Duncan McLaren, Archaeologist
My name is Duncan McLaren. I am an archaeologist with the Hakai Beach Institute.
I have been directing a project looking at long‐term environmental change and
human land‐use and occupation on the Central Coast since the last Glacial
Maximum. I wrote a paper about sea otters when I was in Grade 8 and was hoping
to bring it with me ... if I can find it. I look forward to meeting everyone.
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Steve Munch, Fisheries Ecologist
I am a 'Fisheries Ecologist' with NOAA in Santa Cruz, California. My research
primarily focuses on population dynamics, evolution on short time scales, and how
the environment (primarily temperature) influences how animals grow, when they
mature, and how long they live. I grew up on Long Island, NY where I spent most of
my summers mucking around in intertidal marshes, catching fish and crabs while
waiting for my father to fix our perpetually broken boat. I am thrilled to be
participating in this workshop.

Linda Nichol, Sea Otter Biologist
My enthusiasm for nature and marine ecology developed as a child exploring the
seashores of the Sunshine coast and southeast Vancouver Island where I have
lived all my life; my grandmother was a huge influence. I obtained a M.Sc. in
Zoology (UBC) studying killer whale foraging ecology and I have had a career as a
biologist researching marine mammals, coastal marine birds, and intertidal
invertebrates over the past 25 years on the BC coast. Since 2002 I have led
Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s sea otter research program and have had the
privilege to explore much of the rugged exposed coast by small boat, from the air,
and by clambering out on reefs and small islets with telescopes and binoculars
while studying the species and its ecology. I have two sons to whom I hope I have
imparted values about caring for the earth, kindness, the importance of place and
remembering history. I look forward to meeting everyone and I am very much
looking forward to this workshop.

Robert Paine, Ecologist
I was born in Cambridge, MA, squandered my undergraduate education at
Harvard, served 2 years in the U.S. Army, got a PhD. at the University of Michigan,
and have spent my entire academic career at the University of Washington. Fifty
years of intertidal research on the Makah Indian Reservation has been a privilege
for me. I look forward to sharing this knowledge with the group.

Qa ait – Qvu qva yai txv (Arnold Humchitt), Hereditary Chief, Heiltsuk Nation
His name is a Tlingit name: Translation unknown
People of ’Qvúgvai or Calm Water People (2nd Tribe)
(photo credit Connie Tallio)
(caption/translation): Connie Tallio and Evelyn Windsor)
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Erin Rechstiener, Research Associate, Hakai Beach Institute
My name is Erin Rechsteiner and I am a Research Associate with the Hakai Beach
Institute, investigating sea otter foraging behaviour, habitat use, and their roles in
seagrass and kelp forest communities ‐ along with an incredible team of
researchers and technicians. At Hakai, I am also working with a team of humpback
and forage fish researchers investigating whale and fish interactions in Fitz Hugh
Sound. My interest in ecology was sparked as a mountaineering and sea kayaking
instructor working at various outdoor schools throughout Canada and the USA,
about 15 years ago. When I decided to attend university, I was lucky to have great
mentorship from the marine mammal community locally on Vancouver Island, and
have had many opportunities to conduct research alongside these people in recent
years. I am very much looking forward to this workshop, learning about other
peoples' perspectives on the complexities of sea otter interactions, and sharing my
observations of the sea otters and ecosystems on Calvert Island and in the
surrounding area.

Anne Salomon, Applied Marine Ecologist
Like many of you, my life, intuition and imagination are shaped by the rhythms of
the sea. Having worked with and learned from so many of you, in Alaska,
California, Washington and now back home in BC, I remain convinced that
innovative solutions to many of our pressing coastal conservation problems lie in
the insights gleaned through the lens of western science, traditional knowledge
and deep time. I am passionate about the pressing need to design effective marine
policies that balance the needs of people and nature. As a marine ecologist at SFU,
my students and I study the cascading effects of predator depletion and recovery,
ecosystem‐based management strategies, and the characteristics that support
resilient coupled human‐ocean systems. I am also a soccer fan who will be rooting
for her ancestral home team of Argentina during the World Cup and I am going to
be 7 months pregnant at this meeting, so my rain pants might be a bit tight!

Skil‐Hiilans (Allan Davidson), Hereditary Chief and Vancouver Representative,
Council of the Haida Nation
I'm new to the program filling in for Vern Brown. Nevertheless, my ancestral
hereditary name is Skil Hiilans (Allan Davidson), I was born and raised on Haida
Gwaii and I hold a BA ‐ Anthropology from Vancouver Island University (formerly
Malaspina University/College). My professional focus was on Haida Gwaii
archaeology research with Daryl Fedje (Parks Canada) Quentin Mackie (UVic), and
Trevor Orchard (U of T). Later consulting work for the Sechelt Indian Band with
Peter Merchant, and temporary work with the Provincial Archaeology Branch as a
Permitting Officer. Since 2010 I have chosen to learn the art of my ancestors with
Jay Simeon and others, my work has been predominantly engraving precious
metals, but will broaden my focus and experience to woodwork and argillite in the
near future. How'aa (thank you).
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Norm Sloan, Benthic Marine Biologist
I was born and raised in Vancouver and spent his summers along the dry Douglas
fir/Garry oak shoreline of the Salish Sea where I committed to marine biology.
After receiving my Ph.D. from the University of London (UK) in 1977, I fulfilled a
dream of experiencing tropical marine biology in the western Indian Ocean
(Seychelles) and in the Atlantic (Bermuda). Before joining Gwaii Haanas as their
marine ecologist in 1998 – my best gig, and I’m still on it ‐ I had worked for DFO as
a shellfish researcher and in the private sector with the BC forest industry, the
Exxon Valdez oil spill and coastal zone planning in Indonesia.

Taltmx (Mark White), Chief
’Yísdáitþv – People of ’Yísda – 4th Tribe
(photo credit: Connie Tallio)
(caption/translation): Connie Tallio and Evelyn Windsor)

Tim Tinker, Sea Otter Biologist
My name is Tim Tinker and I am a research biologist with the US Geological Survey
Western Ecological Research Center, and an adjunct professor of ecology and
evolutionary biology at University of California at Santa Cruz. I've been lucky
enough to work with a very amazing group of people over the last 20‐some years
(some of whom will also be attending this workshop), studying the population
biology and community ecology of sea otters in near shore ecosystems of the
North Pacific, from Russia to Alaska to British Columbia to California. I think I
continue to be drawn to this system because it ties together so many different
aspects of scientific inquiry ‐ from individual behavior to complex food web
dynamics ‐ while at the same time encompassing some really interesting social and
cultural challenges and even philosophical questions. I look forward to discussing
all of these subjects at the upcoming workshop, and to deepening my own
understanding of these issues based on the exceptional breadth and depth of
knowledge and experience of all of you. Oh yes, I am also a Canadian who grew up
in rural Ontario and Nova Scotia but was accidentally translocated to California.
Nancy Turner, Ethnobotanist
I’m a botanist and student of First Peoples' botanical and environmental
knowledge here in British Columbia. I hold the Hakai Chair in Ethnoecology,
through the School of Environmental Studies at the University of Victoria. I have
had some of the best teachers ever, and have been studying ethnobotany and
ethnoecology in BC for over 45 years. Of course I love wild berries, seaweed, kelp
and sea otters, and exploring the cultural landscapes and seascapes of the west
coast.
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Leonardo Vázquez Vera, Project Manager, Community and Biodiversity
I’m Leonardo Vazquez Vera, Project manager in a civil organization named
Comunidad y Biodiversidad (Comunity and Biodiversity) working on the Baja
California Peninsula. http://cobi.org.mx/en/ I was trained in Reef Ecology (both
coral & rocky) by The Yucatan University (UADY) & The National University of
Mexico (UNAM). Over the last five years working at COBI, I have been in charge of
working with coastal communities on the marine reserves design, performing sub
tidal surveys & analyzing the ecological data of the marine reserves in the Pacific in
close collaboration with Hopkins Marine Station from Stanford University and Reef
Check California. In COBI, our main goal with our programs and strategic lines is to
promote effective participation to preserve marine biodiversity and establish
sustainable fisheries in México. I'm originally from a Mayan village in Yucatán
called Muna.

Wahmeesh (Ken Watts), Vice‐Presidet, Nuu‐chah‐nulth Tribal Council
Wahmeesh is a member of the Tseshaht First Nation and is the elected Nuu‐chah‐
nulth Tribal Council (NTC) Vice‐President. He has served as Vice‐President since
2012 and prior to that he worked in his own community as Operations Manager
for several years. Wahmeesh has 3 children, which he shares with his lovely wife
Priscilla who all reside in Port Alberni on his Nation's territory.

Jennifer Walkus, Marine Stewardship and Coastal Planning, Wuikinuxv Nation

Jane Watson, Kelp Forest Ecologist
I’m Jane Watson. I was raised in Vancouver BC, where my interest in the ocean
and natural history was born from fishing with my father and boat‐based family
camping trips along BC’s south coast. I attended the University of British Columbia
and the University of California at Santa Cruz where I had the opportunity to
explore new coastal areas in California and Alaska. I have been following the
ecological changes brought about by sea otters along the northwest coast of
Vancouver Island, BC for about 25 years. Since 1996 I have had the privilege of
sharing my love of natural history and marine ecology with students at Vancouver
Island University. I am looking forward to the upcoming gathering.
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Waúgis (Johnny Moody), Chief
ÿXáiþais (Klemtu) – 5th Tribe
(photo credit: Connie Tallio)
(caption/translation): Connie Tallio and Evelyn Windsor)

Wickaninnish, Cliff Atleo, Former President, Nuu‐chah‐nulth Tribal Council
I am Wickaninnish, Clifford Atleo Sr. I was born and raised in Ahousaht. I grew up
as a fisherman. I last fished in 1977. I worked for the Native Brotherhood of BC
from 1978‐1989 as an organizer and then as their Executive Director. I was a
Canadian Commissioner on the Pacific Salmon Commission and the International
Halibut Commission. I Co‐chaired the West Coast Aquatic, designed to manage
our fisheries in Nuu‐chah‐nulth Territory. I was President of the Nuu‐chah‐nulth
Tribal Council from 2008‐2013. I currently sit on the First Nations Health Council
on behalf of NTC.

Wigvilhba Wakas (Harvey Humchitt Sr.), Hereditary Chief, Heiltsuk Nation
My Ancestral Name is Chief Wiqvilba ~ Wakas. My Chieftainship was passed on to
me from my Father Leslie Humchitt. My Creation Story for my Chieftainship comes
from my Ancestral Area at Goose Island and includes the outer islands of the
Heiltsuk down to the bottomed of Calvert Island. My English Name is Harvey
Humchitt. I was born in Bella Bella. I attended Vancouver Technical Secondary
School in the mid sixties and began my working career as a fisherman at an early
age and self taught in many fields and with other training programs brings me to
my present positions as a Hereditary Chief, Research Liaison Coordinator fully
involved in all aspects of Resource Management, Protection and Governance.
(photo credit Shirl Hall)

Wii‐tsts‐koom (Anne Mack), Hereditary Chief, Toquaht Nation
Hello, I am Hereditary Chief Anne Mack (Wii‐tsuts‐koom),Toquaht Nation, seated
in January 2009. I am from the Toquaht Nation, Nuu‐chah‐nulth and part of the
Maa‐nulth Treaty Nations, west coast of Vancouver Island. My government is led
by two hereditary Chiefs with an elected Council of three. I have a BA. In Sociology
and Anthropology, with Minor in Linguistis from SFU. I have six daughters and
seven grandchildren. I live at our village at Macoah, Toquaht Bay in the Barkley
Sound. I will bring a shawl and cedar hat. Chu!
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Evelyn Windsor, Elder, Wuikinuxv Nation

Laurie Wood, Coordinator, Hakai Network for Coastal People, Ecosystems and
Management, and Centre for Coastal Science and Management, SFU
Laurie is the Coordinator of the Hakai Network at SFU. She also coordinates the
Centre for Coastal Science and Management in the Faculty of Environment at SFU.
She has been working on linking science with local and traditional knowledge to
affect policy decisions for sustainable resource management for over fifteen years.
This work has involved working in small coastal communities along the BC,
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick’s coasts. She was born in
Vancouver and feels a strong affinity to the ocean and coastal mountains. She is
blessed with two daughters and honoured to be included in this dialogue.

Wúm̓ akṇ, (Mel Innes), Chief
His name means: Endured personal father
ÿXåísªa (Kitamaat) ‐ Visiting Chiefs
(photo credit: Connie Tallio)
(caption/translation: Connie Tallio, Evelyn Windsor)

Violet Yeaton, Environmental Planner
I am Sugpiat/Aleutiiq from the Native Village of Port Graham in Alaska. I have
been working for my Tribe as the Environmental Planner for the past 14 years. I
have been actively working on oil and gas, contaminants in traditional foods for
the past 20 years. Quyana.
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Our Collaborators at the Hakai Beach Institute, a Tula Foundation Program

Eric Peterson and Christina Munck
My wife Christina Munck and I founded and now run the Tula Foundation, which
for more than a decade has funded and operated two large programs: 1) The
TulaSalud Program, which focuses on nursing and rural health care in Guatemala,
2) The Hakai Program, which consists of a large set of interlocking activities in
ecological research, teaching and community engagement on the BC Central
Coast. The Hakai Program includes all the activities and infrastructure you see at
the Hakai Beach Institute throughout the year, plus support for a great many
graduate students, postdocs and programs at BC universities. We host, free of
charge, a great many events, including school visits, resource stewardship
meetings (e.g. the Coastal Guardian Watchmen), scientific meetings and anything
else we judge to be of value to the Central Coast.
Christina and I both started out as scientists, so we take a direct interest in all
activities. Projects are realized via the integrated activity of our partners and our
own scientific staff at Hakai. I was born, raised and worked on this coast, so this is
where I feel at home. Christina came to the BC coast later in life but has come to
love it as I do. We were first attracted to the magnificent coastal landscape but
soon became just as fascinated by the history of civilization on that landscape and
the people who live on the coast today. Please feel free to ask us about anything
that interests you.
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Thank You to our Partners!
This workshop was made possible thanks to the generous support from our partners.

Participating Nations:

Funding and Support from:
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