Jubilee: Becoming Like Christ by Owning the World

Заголовок врезки
Поместите здесь краткое описание товаров или услуг

Поместите здесь краткое описание товаров или услуг

Поместите здесь краткое описание товаров или услуг

Jubilee: Becoming Like Christ by Owning the World

Jubilee: Becoming like Christ by Owning the World
By Blake Purcell
The First Long-term Evangelical Missionary to the Soviet Union after the Fall of the Berlin Wall
(Founder of the Slavic Reformation Society, the only North American and PCA-backed Reformed
church planting movement in the Greater Russian Speaking World of 275 million people, 70 million of
whom are Muslims)
Edited by Andrew Milton

Cover photo--Anti-Hardline Communist Takeover Protest in August of 1991, Palace Square, Leningrad,
USSR. Blake and Cathy Purcell and their four children witnessed about a third of these people pass under their windows on that day. The Purcells were living to the left of this photo, about one block down
the street now called Millionaya Ulitza. Blake and Murray Moore walked within a hundred feet of the
demonstrators, then heard soldiers behind them, and ran home. Discretion is, after all, the greater part of
valor.
Blake Purcell wrote this booklet on the occasion of speaking at the missions conference at Faith Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Anchorage, Alaska, September 9-11, 2016, entitled Overcoming by the Power of
the Gospel.
purcell.russia@gmail.com
682.333.2854
www.slavicreformationsociety.com

2

Jubilee: Becoming Like Christ by Owning the World

Jubilee: Becoming like Christ by Owning the World
Chapter 1, Moscow, USSR, July 1989: Running from Jubilee ……………….. 5
Chapter 2, Anya of Babochka: Celebrating Jubilee Locally …………………. 13
Chapter 3, Ruslan of Romanovka: Celebrating Jubilee Globally …………….. 31
Epilogue: The Story Behind the Jubilee of Anya and Ruslan …………………. 45
Appendix 1: Ruslan’s Personal Testimony ………………………….………… 48

3

Jubilee: Becoming Like Christ by Owning the World

4

Jubilee: Becoming Like Christ by Owning the World

I could see no way how I could, or even should, do anything serious for the Soviet people. The pain in being
among them even for two weeks was too much for me.
This pain, though, invited me to draw near in February
of 1989. I was in full-time ministry with the Navigators
on the campus of Texas A&M when I received a postcard in the mail asking if I wanted to take some students
from A&M to do evangelism behind the Iron Curtain.
“Sure,” we all answered, and in July of 1989 I lead three
ROTC cadets to Moscow and Leningrad, USSR. We
Blake Purcell and David Tong sharing Christ for the
had a great time sharing Christ through sign-language, first time in the Soviet Union. The Russians are Olga
and Dmitri. Leningrad, USSR, July 1989.
my Spanish, and the informal translation service of
some wonderful friends we made while there. The ministry experience of sharing Christ with Soviets and communists was absolutely priceless!
But… living in Leningrad and Moscow for two weeks was horrendous. We flew into Moscow
and were dropped off at the Leningradsky Vokzal (train station) to board the train to Leningrad.
We had been on our own on the ground about two minutes when I sent the three cadets into
the station to find out when our train left.
As I stood guard next to our pile of suitcases, Mr. Stubby Finger, about 5 feet tall, emerged
from the meandering crush of the thousands of people outside at the station. He stuck one half
-cut-off finger in my face, breathed heavily on me, and said, “Za, Za, Za.” I had no idea what
he wanted, but I did know he smelled well lubricated with Vodka.
I spoke in clear English, “I don’t know what you want,” but he leaned on me all the more. Pushing me around my pile of suitcases, he kept repeating “Za, Za, Za,” and I kept responding, “I
don’t know.” A policeman walked right by us. “Hey, please help me with this man. He wants
something, but is bothering me.” (We paid very high prices to be formal tourists there, so I
knew they would look after us.)
The policeman barely looked up as he raced by, waving his hand in irritation, not at Mr. Stubby
Finger, but at me.
An Army officer also quickly came my way in the crowd, and I flagged him down. (I knew a fellow Army officer like me would help!) He didn’t even bother to look at me.
It was then that I realized I had landed on a different moral planet. I commenced yelling at Mr.
Stubby, declaring, “I don’t have anything!” Finally when yelling didn’t work, I used international
sign language and raised my fist as if to hit him while also shoving him with the other hand.
That worked!
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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He flicked his hand at me as if to say, “spoiled sport”
and disappeared into the mass of humanity surrounding
us. (I figured out in a few minutes he was wanting a
cigarette. I had 10 boxes of Marlboro’s and would
gladly have given him one, if I had known what he
wanted.
There was little to no food for us in the stores, and the
café food seemed inedible. So we tried restaurants,
though the only way I got us in was by putting my foot
literally in the door and showing them we intended to
eat there no matter what. We were all slim men with no
extra weight to spare. Nonetheless, we each lost about
10 lbs. on this trip.
Everywhere we went people were rude, or worse, to us.
You have to understand, in a world where the government owns everything, every store and institution and
food outlet had no motive to serve, nor were they reliant
on customers’ business. In fact, customers were nothing but a bother to all the employees, and they let you
Moscow, USSR, July 1989: We are smiling but know it!
I’m actually in denial and shock, having just
had my welcome to the Soviet Union experience with Mr. Stubby Finger. From left to right:
cadet David Tong, Navigator Blake Purcell,
Cadet Ronnie Cheek, Cadet Peter Collins.

On the first leg of our flight home, I stood up and told one
of the students, Peter Collins, “You won’t believe this but
there are Navigators who actually want to move to the
Soviet Union and live there. I could never do that!” I was
totally serious.

Why Use the Term Jubilee?
All of my comments and stories, some of which are actually true, flow from realities we find in
Luke 4:16-30:
So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was handed the book of the prophet
Isaiah.
And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord
is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who
were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth.
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And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me,
‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’”
Then He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you truly,
many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six
months, and there was a great famine throughout all the land; but to none of them was Elijah sent
except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.
And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled
with wrath, and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on
which their city was built, that they might throw Him down over the cliff. Then passing through the
midst of them, He went His way.

As an introduction to the profundity of this passage, I want you to realize one fundamental
thing. It is not just Christ’s first sermon, but as such it the inauguration message of his administration as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, of heaven and earth. As powerful as that truth is,
the Lord is simply reading and interpreting Isaiah 61:1. This reading and interpretation flows
from Leviticus 25:8-14, 17, 23-24, 35-37, 39-44:
‘And you shall count seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven years; and the time of
the seven sabbaths of years shall be to you forty-nine years. Then you shall cause the trumpet of the
Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make the
trumpet to sound throughout all your land.
And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and each of you
shall return to his family.
That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what grows of its own
accord, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine. For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you
shall eat its produce from the field.
‘In this Year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to his possession. And if you sell anything to your
neighbor or buy from your neighbor’s hand, you shall not oppress one another…
Therefore you shall not oppress one another, but you shall fear your God; for I am the LORD your
God… ‘The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with Me. And in all the land of your possession you shall grant redemption of the land…
‘If one of your brethren becomes poor, and falls into poverty among you, then you shall help him, like
a stranger or a sojourner, that he may live with you. Take no usury or interest from him; but fear your
God, that your brother may live with you. You shall not lend him your money for usury, nor lend him
your food at a profit.
‘And if one of your brethren who dwells by you becomes poor, and sells himself to you, you shall not
compel him to serve as a slave. As a hired servant and a sojourner he shall be with you, and shall
serve you until the Year of Jubilee. And then he shall depart from you—he and his children with
him—and shall return to his own family. He shall return to the possession of his fathers.
For they are My servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as
slaves. You shall not rule over him with rigor, but you shall fear your God. And as for your male and
female slaves whom you may have—from the nations that are around you, from them you may buy
male and female slaves.
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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We see here that Luke 4:18 reflects Leviticus 25 in the following ways:


Vs. 11, the Jubilee is the only year-long celebration, along with the Sabbath year, celebrated in the Bible. Harkening back to this, Christ called his ministry and rule an acceptable
year of the Lord.



Vs. 10, the Jubilee year was proclaimed, and a year of proclamations, as mirrored in Luke
4:18.



Vs. 10, the Jubilee year was a year of liberty, afelias, the exact same word used in both
the Greek Old Testament and New Testament.



Vs. 17, the Jubilee year was a year against oppression of your neighbor, which Vs. 37 defines as any kind of money lent at a crippling rate of interest, or any interest whatsoever.
Likewise, in Luke 4, Christ proclaims a year in which people in these circumstances are led
out of captivity.



Vs. 39, the Jubilee year was a year of release of all debts for the poor, and Luke 4:18 is a
proclamation of good news for the poor.



Vs. 39-41, all those who were bound in any kind of servitude, any kind of slavery, were not
only freed, but their whole family was set free with them. This is best pictured in Luke 4:18,
as the binding up of the broken-hearted, and of healing which restored men to the dignity
they have as image-bearers of God.
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In Daniel 9:24-26, we find a cryptic prophesy that bears a striking similarity to what we have
seen in Leviticus and Luke:
Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put
an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and
prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. Know therefore and understand that from the going out of
the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be
seven weeks.
We read that in seventy (shavim) weeks, or sevens (shebuwa) after the decree to rebuild the temple, the
Messiah will come. In Leviticus 25:8, we see seven (sheba) times (paam) seven (sheba) years. Therefore, Daniel 9 is universally interpreted as combining these two verses. In shavim, paam, shebuwa,
shanna, Christ would come. (In 70x7 years Christ would come.) I suggest whenever you share Christ
with an unbeliever you should ask them if they know shavim, shebuwa, shanna, shabbot, and if they
don’t then that is the source of all their problems!
Christ was to come on the Jubilee year times 10, or the perfect Jubilee year, 490 years after the decree
to rebuild Jerusalem. To put an even finer point on it, Christ came as the exponentially greater Jubilee.
And He came to inaugurate an exponentially more revolutionary Jubilee. We can understand why we
have no record of the Jubilee being practiced in Israel. It was too merciful to the poor, and the “bad”
managers of their property, or those who suffered drought or financial tragedy. It gave land back to
those who had lost it 50 years before! This was a wealth redistribution of cataclysmic proportion. It set
everyone free from every form of long-term servitude. This was workers’ rights on steroids.

A Greater Jubilee
But Christ’s Jubilee was far more socially radical than this. Because now the recovery of sight
to the blind is one of the highest priorities, the blind have become the VIPs of this new administration. Under the old order, in Leviticus 21:18, the blind could not serve as Levites, and so
could not draw near to the holy place. And in Leviticus 22:22, no animal with any physical deformity at all could be offered in the temple. The poor, of Christ’s Jubilee, are literally the beggars (another translation of the word poor) of Luke 16:20, like Lazarus, who was totally lame.
Now, the severely physically handicapped are the primary focus of this new Jubilee. Before,
symbolically, they were kept away from God’s near presence in the temple. Now, the poor and
disabled are the very apple of His eye, and his most precious possession.
But of course, as usual, the Bible also presents us with a supreme paradox. David wrote in
Psalm 40:17,
But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no
tarrying, O my God.

The poor in the Bible are first and foremost the destitute of material and moral resources. But
secondly, they are anyone, even a king or future king like David, who knows that they have no
ultimate hope and defense in this life but God in Christ. They too are poor. So we can be rich
in one sense, and at the same time poor, in another.
In the Old Jubilee, as merciful and outrageously gracious as it was, it still kept the surrounding
nations, the goi, in Hebrew, ethnos, in Greek, as the valid peoples to make slaves of.
In the New Jubilee, in Luke 4:26-28, the widow of Zarephath and the leper commander of the
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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army of the Syrians, Naaman, were the special objects of God’s saving grace. The despised
enemy, who had killed and plundered Israel from her birth, were the VIPs of God’s mercies,
attention and legal administration on earth.
This, among other things, enraged the good church goers, the founding members of First Hebrew Pres. of Nazareth. They were willing to cut the Messiah off for this, right then and there.
My three messages will flow from this passage. First, what Christ is proclaiming here is that in
His Kingdom, the realities of the needs--not of some poor, and blind, and captives, and brokenhearted--but all of them of all nations, all goi, and all ethnos will be the special objects of His
concern.
Second, this fact implies responsibility for these people.
Third, this responsibility required was that Christ take their pain upon Himself, and therefore all
those who follow Christ, must take the pain of the world upon themselves. Overcoming the
world is simple; all we must do are these three simple things. We will focus on these things by
looking at how to go about them locally and globally.
My second message, then, will be Anya of Babochka: Celebrating Jubilee Locally.
And my third message will be Ruslan of Romanovka: Celebrating Jubilee Globally.
In both Jubilees, local and global, we are and will be dealing with fierce opposition. Why? All
human beings naturally hate pain! I hate pain, you hate pain, we all hate pain. And our flesh
and our mind constantly invent seemingly valid arguments why and how it is not God’s will for
us to take the pain of the world upon ourselves. And when we give into these totally reasonable arguments, most of our rational friends, church members, church leaders, and relatives,
breath a big sigh of relief and congratulate us for our common sense!

What God Did to Keep Me From Running from Jubilee in 1989
In closing this introduction, let me share, what happened after I told God and man that I could
not move to the Soviet Union in 1989. From July 1989 until November 9, 1989, when the Berlin
Wall fell, I was at peace with God because I knew
that God never asks us to do things we know we
just cannot do (without losing our minds). I felt like
I had post-traumatic stress disorder from just two
weeks behind the Iron Curtain. Having to almost
physically fight to get into a restaurant to have
anything to eat is not as fun as it sounds.
I was thinking, and believing, that reaching the
world for Christ can be done without any major
discomfort to me, since I knew I was actually quite
a faithful and rugged Christian, and faithful witness for Christ, and laborer in the harvest. I was
already so much more sacrificial in my ministry, I
knew, than most of my peers, I was sure that God
could not ask more of me, and that was cool.
10
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I knew at that time all about the implications of Luke 4 — that God wanted to reach the needy
of the world through people like me, so, as distasteful as it was, I had to look at Luke 4, and my
situation, in terms of Luke 9:23:
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily
and follow me.

God began to show me, from November 9 until December 25, 1989, that that to “deny ourselves” meant—for me, in this situation—that I had to be very careful about convenient, selfserving, self-deception. There was a self in me that would be telling me “no way” when Christ
was telling me “yes way”, and that this self-serving self of mine made complete sense. I became convinced that I would have to be willing to be made willing to say “no” to this self. So I
never said absolutely “No” to Christ, and I prayed starting November 9, “Lord, make me willing
to be made willing.”
While I was quietly mulling this over, on Christmas day, 1989, I saw the news report about the
bloody end of the Romanian counter-communist revolution there, and I felt God speak to me,
“Go east!”
This revolution was the last door of the Iron Curtain, the last closed door that now stood open.
And by that time, some six weeks after the fall of the Berlin Wall, God had not only convinced
me that I had to be open to going, but was, in fact, called to go.
Cathy and I in our living room in
1993, center, with the 4 first Western
children that moved to the Soviet
Union and stayed, from left to right,
Graham, Zachary, John Mark, Lewis,
and Emily. The Soviet students are
some of those that came to
Christ. Andre Zikov, with gold teeth
top left in green, led Anya Sergeyevna
to Christ (see chapter 2). All of these
folks, as far as we know, are still
walking with the Lord, and have had
many children. Three of the men
here had 4 which is 4 times more
than most Russians.

Not only did God call me that day, but I very gingerly brought up that sense of calling to Cathy
before we went to bed that very same night. I asked her what she thought of that, and her answer sealed our fate. “I was wondering when you were going to ask.”
Cathy and I and our 3 little ones, with a fourth little one on the way, moved to one of the most
brutal countries on the face of the earth and became some of the very first non-Communists to
be allowed to live in the Soviet Union since 1917.
By 1991, after I spoke Aggie Russian (I could say “I are an Aggie” in Russian), we began a Bible study in our living room in Leningrad, USSR, now called St. Petersburg, Russia. About 10
Soviet students came to Christ, married each other, had kids and led some of their friends and
relatives to Christ. In 1997, this group of 30 wanted us to form them into a church. Cathy and I
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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and our six children returned to the USA, and I got ordained in the PCA. In 1999, part of the
original Navigators group became a Presbyterian church, and we founded the Reformed Seminary of St. Petersburg. Now through the mentoring going on in the seminary, we have a movement of 9 churches across 9 time zones in 4 countries, as well as ministries to the handicapped and the incarcerated, and a home schooling movement.
I will get into some of the hard, but beautiful reality of how this happened in the next two messages, but for now let me just say that God was faithful to empower Cathy and me and our six
children to experience a promise in another of the Gospels:
And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say
to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit.

We did not then, nor do we now, want to die to ourselves, but when we did, God used us, as
He wants to use you and your church.
Amen.
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Babochka Summer Camp 2016, Leningradski Oblast, Russia. Campers in green, helpers and counselors in red. Founder
Anya Sergeyeva lying front. Helpers from the Purcell’s home church in St. Petersburg throughout. Joy of the Lord overall!
One camper, Nikita, confessed Christ at camp this year after 11 years in the camp.

When we moved to the Soviet Union in 1990 I was soon invited to a party. Not just any party. I
was invited to address one of the last Communist Party meetings — those of the 1917 Bolshevik variety — in the history of the world. For a brief time, I thought God would have us minister
to some of the elite of the city. I thought this made sense because I was born and raised in a
similarly politically important family. (My father was a US Congressman from the 13th District of
Texas from 1962-1973. We were Southern Democrats, not Communists.)
Then we began a college ministry with Soviet college students, and I thought that would be our
long-term ministry target. And a handful of Communist-raised students did come to Christ. Two
that married each other after their conversion were Jenya and Andre. When we were in the
USA in 1997, they had one college-aged Russian lady willing to meet with them every week to
study the Bible. Her name was Anya Sergeyeva, and she had never studied the Bible before in
her life.
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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Anya was no ordinary Russian. She was born with a very crooked spinal cord and her life expectancy was very short. In the Soviet Union children born like her were sometimes left to die,
or at least sent to a government home where they passed away at a very young age. This was
attempted with Anya, but her mother would not allow it.
By the time we really got to know her she had already had
her $300,000 back straightening operation in the United
States...for free. Now Anya Sergeyeva stands about 90%
straight and has a reasonable life expectancy, though her
lung capacity is so small you have to stand very close to
hear her.
Around 2003, right after her surgery, she felt God call her
to start a camp for handicapped children. This would be no
small thing. Not only was she still officially disabled herself, but there were almost no such camps during the
whole history of the Soviet Union, from 1917 on; nor were
there any then in Russia. This would not just be the first
Christian camp for handicapped children, but the first nongovernment run camp for the disabled, period.
The camp, called Babochka, that is Butterfly, began in
2003. Two of our children, Emily, then a 12th grader, and
Lewis, then an 8th grader, worked in the kitchen crew durLewis Purcell, counselor trainer facilitated ing the second summer camp in 2004. Two years later we
by SRS (see Facebook page Purcells in
were asked to serve as chaplains to the unbelieving parRussia), and founder Anya Sergeyeva.
Lewis has played the key role in getting the ents of the children, for their first-ever winter camp. Soon
St. Pete church to adopt Babochka as their after that, I began trying to recruit teenagers from our
main local outreach.
church, our Russian pastor, elders, and their wives to work
in the camp as well. This past year, under our son Lewis’
leadership, we had 16 church members working at the camp. That is half of the adults of our
church working at the camp for 4 to 10 days in a row!
This was an eight year process from Cathy’s and my first camp to this last one. Each session
usually only hosts 25 campers but requires three times that number of helpers, so each session is around 100 people.
As far as we know, 10 of the 25 kids of the camp have become believers in Christ, and now
about 4 other cities in the former Soviet Union have started Christian camps for the handicapped, some named Babochka as well. About 25% of our kids cannot speak, but we see their
faith in their eyes and body language.
I suppose my very first camp is what hooked me. A camper named Sergei, born with complete
cerebral palsy, most likely due to faulty Soviet medical care at birth, was then probably 15
years old. His whole body was frozen stiff and elongated. He would be about 6 feet tall if he
could stand up. He cannot speak one word.
At that first group meeting the music leader lead out in the Russian version of Joy to the World.
The whole room of 100 people was suddenly filled with was a strange yet wonderful sound. It
14
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was the explosive and penetrating noise of Sergei’s high-pitched delight when he heard the
first words of that hymn that he knew and loved, Raduicya Mir, Xristos Prishol!
To this day I can hardly think of this moment without tearing up. The mute can speak!

At Camp Babochka the campers like Oleg, David, and Sergei, among others, are treated like celebrities, and in turn
treat their counselors like family, and really begin to show their true personalities. Even if they cannot walk or talk,
they can and do give an opinion!

All of this took an incredible orchestration on God’s part of vast resources and manpower.
Today I’d like to ask two simple questions. Why did this happen and how did this happen?
I want to propose that the answer to the question of why and how this happened is because of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as expressed in Luke 4:16-30. I believe this passage
reveals to us why this happened, how it happened, and why we should expect this kind of
thing to continue to happen in the 21st century, more and more on a global basis.

Why did Babochka Happen?
It still astounds me that this kind of thing has happened through us. Or better, we had the
privilege of playing a small part in God’s orchestration of intricate, yet global, events. But
looking back now after 25 years of living and ministering in the USSR and former USSR, I
realize I should have expected it, because God told us what He is about in the world from
the beginning of the Bible, and even more explicitly from the inauguration of Christ’s ministry on earth.
In Luke 4:16-20 we read in the NKJV:
So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was handed the book of the
prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written:
“The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”

God’s value system
and the trajectory of
His front-line work in
the world are toward
the truly needy. That
is why in the former
Soviet Union most of
our pastors — men
we have discipled
and trained — are
former convicts, drug
addicts and alcoholics.
And let me make this
clear. We had no
idea where any of
this was heading
from the beginning. I
mean this in connecThe Babochka winter camp ball is a formal affair. Here Anya and I cut a rug in the finest
apparel available in St. Petersburg. I seem to have been having a bad hair day.
tion with Babochka,
and our whole twentyseven year odyssey of ministry in the Soviet Union and former Soviet Union.

We simply walked through doors that seemed to be small and
insignificant at the time, trying to be faithful in that which was
little (Luke 16:10). The reward for faithfulness in ministry is the
opportunity for more ministry. And that is what God has done
with us. But all glory to God, because we literally have had no
idea where things were heading with this ministry until it became obvious God was doing a mighty thing. With our church
planting work, that did not happen until about 2010. With Babochka it was about 6 years into our involvement. Now it’s clear.
Back in 2012, it wasn’t. Soli Deo Gloria!
When Christ saw His creation, and mankind, how did he describe those that he was most interested in helping?
16
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The poor, beggars, the disabled, lepers, women, widows, brokenhearted, captives, blind, the
oppressed. This is how he viewed the mankind He came to minister to.
Again, spiritually, these labels can be applied to anyone who humbles himself before Christ
and realizes that without Christ he is blind and beggarly.
But when Christ saw these kind of people in His day, how did he respond?
Luke 7:11-15:
Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. As
he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son
of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. And
when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” Then he came up
and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” And
the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother.

He had compassion on the mother of the dead son.
How did he portray a true neighbor?
Luke 10:29-34:
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and
beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and
when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was,
and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil
and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him.

Christ taught that the true neighbor is the one who shows compassion to a hurt stranger along
the road.
Luke 15:20-24:
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

How did he portray His heavenly father? The Heavenly Father is He who has compassion on
his lost children.
To feel compassion in the New Testament is a Russian word, so to speak. Formal ‘hello’ in
Russian is zdravstvuyte. Eight consonants interspersed with 4 vowels. Likewise, to have compassion in Greek is splagchnizomai, nine consonants seasoned with four vowel sounds. Splag
comes from spleen--so, to feel pain in your guts, to be made sick with sympathy. It is used 12
times in Matthew, Mark and Luke and nowhere else. Every time, either Christ takes action to
not just ease the pain, but take it away, or to teach how we should do the same.
This flows from Christ’s nature and work as portrayed in Isaiah 53:4:
Surely He has borne our griefs (xoli: diseases, sicknesses), and carried our sorrows (maxov: mental
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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and physical pains and anguish).

Christ was literally not just a sin-bearer, but a maxov-bearer, a pain-bearer.
Why do we have to celebrate Jubilee? Because Christ did. How did Christ celebrate Jubilee?
By taking the pain of the world upon Himself. In short, He embraced the pain.
Can we follow Christ, and be a true believer without celebrating Jubilee?

Cathy and I were
asked to be chaplains to the mostly
unchurched parents
at the 2008 winter
camp. Every year at
the Christmas camp
the parents put on a
dance for all, and
here we are doing
our version of the
Russian Reel.

Matthew 18:23-34:
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and that payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before him,
saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that servant was
moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.
“But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and
he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant
fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’And he
would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants
saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been
done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that
debt because you begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant,
just as I had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should
pay all that was due to him.

Answer--No! For those who claim to have received the compassion of Christ but have not
shown compassion, the Bible says those people will be tortured until we have paid all we owe
God. And that might take quite a while!
Now, I must be frank. When I go to most presbytery and general assembly meetings of Presbyterians, and Reformed people, I am embarrassed. Why? Because when I look out, I see
18
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oceans of men who look like me--white, bald, middle class men. Why is that almost all who are
in our meetings? Why? Because we simply do not have compassion on anyone except white,
middle class, bald men. That’s why. Amen, finish, quit.
We show compassion to, and take on the pains, of those who have the least pain and need of
compassion. We reach the reached, saved the saved, give sight to the seeing, and set free the
free! So who ends up feeling little or no pain? White, middle class, bald men. We are a homogeneous group because we do not take the pain of the world upon ourselves, plain and simple.
Let’s not kid ourselves: We are a white, middle class movement of churches because we do
not have compassion, gut pain, that moves us to action when we see the people of the world
around us, most of whom are not middle class, bald, white men.
What do we need to do about our unfaithfulness, and our wicked, hard, and unrepentant
hearts?
My acronym for the answer is O-W-N-J-U-B-I-L-O
What it looks like to embrace the pain of our local and global world:

O - Own
Own the pain we cause Christ.
How? See how much pain I cause and have caused Christ.
Isaiah 53:4:
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.

Griefs here in Hebrew also means diseases. And sorrows, maxov, can be translated pains.
Hear me now! If I cannot feel the pains of the lost and needy of the world, why is that? Most
likely because I still feel my own spiritual diseases and pains. If I feel they are on me, then they
are not on Christ, in my daily emotional experience. If I am not free from my pains and spiritual
diseases, I either do not know Christ at all, or am not walking with Him in any meaningful manner. That is why Christ declares in Matthew 18:33-34:
Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his
master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.

A man who does not have compassion on others does not feel God has had compassion on
him, or needed to have compassion on him, or felt any real pain because of him. This kind of a
person does not really feel his sins and that Christ dying for them is really any big deal. He is
either totally lost, or spiritually living like a lost person. Brethren, American Presbyterianism is
full of men who confessed Christ yet had very little or no real compassion on others, especially
if they were not white and middle class. So we are a movement that could be very dangerous
to our eternal souls!

W- Whole
Don’t just own the pain in some abstract sense, but own a whole concrete piece of the pain.
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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We have to choose something to own the whole of, or a big piece of. Probably one of the best
examples of that is found in Acts 6:1-7.
Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against
the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.

There were probably at least 1,000 or more widows being neglected in this situation, and feeding them every day would have been a huge job. The Apostles appointed their best men, not to
do the best they could, but to deal with the whole problem, which was a city-wide, crosscultural social crisis. The Holy Spirit wants us to know they obviously did well, because the
word of God spread and the number of happily discipled people multiplied greatly in Jerusalem.
The Apostles felt the pain of the Hellenist widows, and took full responsibility to alleviate that
pain, on a city wide basis. They could have approached this in many of the ways that modern
Presbyterians do, ways that too often deny true responsibility. But they didn’t.
When we look at our community and region, we all have to view ourselves as a shadow government.
Exodus 23:6 epitomizes the Christ-like approach:
You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit.

Every church in the history of the world has to look at their community and say, along with all
the other Christ-preaching churches, “our poor.”
Only with this mentality do we understand our call to take on a whole piece of our community’s
needs.
Why do we need to own a local ministry, rather than just give to one, or help one in some
way?
What happens when we really own a local a ministry? We really feel its pain! And this is what
the Bible requires of all Christians. Paul said in Phillipians 3:10-11:
I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

And this is how the world is won to Christ — through our suffering, taking their pain upon ourselves. This is what Paul is referring to in Colossians 1:24:
I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church.
This is what Paul is talking about in II Timothy 2:10, when He says,
I endure everything, for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus, with
its eternal glory.

How do we participate in Christ’s sufferings? Isaiah 58:6-12 is lavish in explaining how:
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to
let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you
see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
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Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take
away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness
and your gloom be as the noonday.
And the LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your
bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.
And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you
shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in.

There is only one way, and that is to suffer with those who are suffering in this world. We cannot suffer with Christ without entering into the suffering of the world around us.
Notice that the verbs here are verbs of ownership, parenting, total commitment:
 Loose bonds (hard work)
 Undue straps (time consuming)
 Share our bread (our essentials, this affects what we have left to eat)
 Break every yoke (dangerous)
 Share bread with the hungry (our essential food!)
 Bring the homeless, poor into your house (what?)
 Cover the naked (what?)

Through Babochka, Anya and her helpers are discipling St. Petersburg in the ways of Christ. Since they are the first nongovernment camp, they have become famous in St. Petersburg, and the Mini-Cooper Club of St. Petersburg twice a year
picks up the campers and takes them on a parade around downtown St. Pete. Mini-Cooperers are learning to honor the
least of these probably before they know Christ.
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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 Not hide ourselves! (God knows our wicked hearts)
 Pour ourselves out for the hungry (total commitment)
 Satisfy the desire of the afflicted (requires really knowing them)

And we cannot do any of this without owning, that is adopting, that is parenting and birthing
some ministry to our community that does what Isaiah 58 prescribes.
This is why I knew that I would not be finished with what God had called me to do with our
church in St. Petersburg until that church owned a local mercy ministry, a costly, really grueling, year in and year out ministry. It was an eight year process, but now if you ask the folks in
that church what their main identity is, almost all of them would say, “Babochka!”
If this church did not have this kind of compassion and conviction, we would not have felt that
we had finished our task in planting that church. It took 25 years of blood, sweat and tears, not
just mine, but mainly my wife’s and kids’, for this to happen.
And here is where I have to brag on my wonderful wife Cathy. From the beginning of our ministry in Leningrad, USSR in 1991, our dining room table and the food Cathy cooked were constant and essential ingredients. Last year, I figured out that over a 25-year period Cathy probably prepared 10,000 meals for people in our home, usually about three groups a week, including our whole church on many Sundays.
The last few years we have enjoyed the privilege of hosting the parents of the Bobochka kids
for a fall and spring banquet. One of the fathers, Igor, said the first time he was invited, “Now I
wonder why you don’t invite us every week.”

N- Non-negotiable
Emily and Lewis committed themselves to serve in the camp, and then after the first camp in
which Cathy and I served as chaplains and companions for the unbelieving parents of the disabled campers, we soon felt God call us to a non-negotiable commitment to the camp.
This is the heart of biblical leadership we see in Luke 4. Christ did, in fact, begin his formal
ministry from the pulpit of his day.
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.

In modern First World churches, we play up this model of ministry in scripture, and seem to
close our eyes to what Christ did immediately after his sermon. He immediately went to another synagogue, in Capernaum, and cast out a demon, He then proceeded to Simon Peter’s
house and healed his mother-in-law. After all of that, we read,
Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought

them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them.
The leaders of the church, like Christ, must model reaching their community for Christ. This is
most poignantly seen in Matthew 10-11: when Jesus appointed the twelve, He then sent them
out.
When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach
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in their cities. (Matthew 11:11)

Christ was unrelenting in modeling laboring in the harvest fields of human need. He modeled,
chose some, sent them out, then went right on modeling for them. He was, first and foremost,
committed, and they knew it. He was going into the world with or without them. His commitment to reaching his community was non-negotiable.
This is exactly what God did with Cathy and me in 2008 with Babochka. We knew we had to
be committed with our children, regardless of whether anyone in our church plant followed us
or not. And for probably 4 years, no one followed us from our church to work in the camp. We
kept modeling and inviting the whole church for 4 years.

J- Just
Jubilee is both just of God to require of us, and part of God’s justice through us. In Leviticus
25:54-55:
And if he is not redeemed by these means, then he and his children with him shall be released in the
year of jubilee. For it is to me that the people of Israel are servants. They are my servants whom I
brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

Was God’s requirement of Jubilee liberation just, for Israelites who had to give up property and
servants, and opportunities to make money? Was it? Jehovah says yes, because, they were
all slaves, so no matter what he required, it was easier and better than that.
Secondly, he was not asking them go give up something that He had not first given them. But
the Bible does not allow us to simply give things up. God also requires us to make justice happen on the earth, to bring Jubilee where there is none. Therefore we find God’s commands for
justice throughout the Bible:
Prov. 29:7
A righteous man knows the rights of the poor; a wicked man does not understand such knowledge.

Proverbs 31:8, 9
Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend (plead) the rights of the poor and needy.

Isaiah 1:16, 17
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease
to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the
widow's cause.

This Hebrew word for plead and defend is deen, used in Genesis 6:3, which portrays God striving with man. This means to get into it, to morally and verbally fight it out on their behalf.
When we speak of rights, are we referring to something subjective or objective? Prov. 31:5
commands kings not to be drunkards lest they pervert the rights of the afflicted. Rights are
something objective, that either are or are not respected.
And who judges whether or not we are defending the rights of the afflicted properly? God. The
answer from God is either “yes” or “no”. It’s not, “maybe”, or “kinda”.
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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This is a key distinction between Christ-like Jubilee, and playing games with God by dabbling
in good deeds locally and globally.
What does pleading for the rights of the poor look like?
Luke 6:6-11 is a good example:
On another Sabbath He entered the synagogue and was teaching; and there was a man there whose
right hand was withered. The scribes and the Pharisees were watching Him closely to see if He
healed on the Sabbath, so that they might find reason to accuse Him. But He knew what they were
thinking, and He said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up and come forward!” And he got up
and came forward. And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the
Sabbath, to save a life or to destroy it?” After looking around at them all, He said to him, “Stretch out
your hand!” And he did so; and his hand was restored. But they themselves were filled with rage, and
discussed together what they might do to Jesus.

Pleading implies that there is someone who wants to take away rights, and we are there to
make sure that does not happen. In so doing, of course, the result is often that certain people
will hate you, and begin to plan how to do you in somehow.
From 2008 until about 2010, Cathy and I pleaded the cause of serving with Babochka and getting volunteers from our church to work at the camp. During this time, we got no response from
our local church, except from our own grown children. In Russia, you see, not only are the
handicapped viewed as non-people, but even believers often feel they themselves are a nobody, that is, that they have little value, and little ability. And as nobodies, they feel they cannot
be held responsible for
helping others. At least
they did not try to kill me
as they tried to kill Christ
in Luke 4, so that was
good.
Two times a year Cathy and I host
the Babochka parents in our home
for a luxury banquet prepared by
Cathy. Before the meal we play
games with them that help us get
to know one another better and
warm the folks up for hearing the
Gospel. Three of them are now
doing Bible study with Anya.

When God calls us to be the enforcers of justice on the earth by pleading the cause of the
needy, is this just? Romans 6 tells us before Christ came into our lives we were slaves of sin,
and through being united with Christ in baptism, we are set free from the penalty and power of
sin. If anything is better than being a slave of sin, then God’s requirement of us to plead for the
needy is not only just, but a privilege, and a joy (in a painful kind of way).
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U- Unction
Luke 4:18
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.

Acts 1:8
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. And you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and all of Judea, and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth.

What is the evidence that the Holy Spirit has anointed us? We are preaching good news to the
poor, and being witnesses to the end of the earth. The church that is doing this is being led
and empowered by the Holy Spirit. The church that is not doing this is not being empowered
and led by the Holy Spirit. We can do all things in Christ who strengthens us, Phil. 4:13, which
is primarily to bring Jubilee to our communities and the whole world.

B- Battle
I have already implied this, that bringing Jubilee is a battle, but let me put more meat on the
bones of this reality now.
This battle began, of course, in our own hearts. Every year for the first 3 years of the ministry I
would say to myself, “Well, the camp is far away. Police are waiting to pull you over and extort
you, the whole 2 hours there and back. The parents we are supposed to be ministering to are
not only disinterested in the Gospel, but are not interested in even talking...at all...about anything.”
But every January my kids were going, and I didn’t want
to be shamed by them for being a quitter. So we went,
and every year seeing the pure joy in the campers in
being treated like celebrities, and observing their confessing Christ and talking about the Lord in some form
or fashion, always tangibly reminded me that it is more
blessed to give than to receive. We were always exhausted by the end of the 4 days of the winter camp,
but we were always thrilled we went.
Secondly, not only did I talk about the camp every year,
and try to recruit counselors and helpers from the
church I co-pastored, but some of the campers began,
occasionally, to attend church, including Sergei, and
another boy named Oleg.
Oleg weighed 200 pounds and was 17 years old. The
elevator did not come up to our floor where church met,
so all of our teenage boys had to carry him up 2 flights of
stairs in his wheelchair. This got their feet wet, so to
speak, seeing that they could be a real help to someone
like Oleg.

www.slavicreformationsociety.com

Family friend Sergei, Babochka camper, enjoys having our grandson Zachary Lewisovich
Purcell in his lap, Spring 2016. Having friends
like Sergei is one of the greatest privileges of
our whole family, and we are so thrilled with
Lewis and Galya constantly opening our apartment (where they now live) for ministry every
week.
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And the church had to adjust to a congregant who marched to his own drum. To Oleg, there
was no formal meeting going on around him. So, once, when I was preaching on God’s exhortation — in II Cor. 6 — to not be unequally yoked with unbelievers and to only marry believers,
Oleg blurted out, “No, no! True love cannot be stopped” and began to carry on a debate with
me while I was preaching from the pulpit.
Eventually, the Lord orchestrated a “full-court press” on our church. Around 2012, Anya came
and spoke to our church, and showed slides of the camp. Lewis, my son kept coming to help
all the way from Duke in North Carolina, and the church knew that. He would give a report at
church afterwards, and finally two of our Russian teenagers volunteered to be counselors at
the camp. Then in 2013, Vlad, our ruling elder, and his wife had their whole family attend to
serve. That was like a breaking of a dam.
By 2014 our Pastor, Oleg, became a chaplain to the parents. And we had one event near our
house where 16 of our 30 adult church members cooked the food, and hosted the campers for
a Babochka event on a Saturday. At that event it seemed that the DNA of Babochka finally activated in every cell of the church’s body.
This was a 6 year battle — quiet, behind the scenes for the most part, though I often preached
on the need to do things like help at the camp, etc., and used the camp as illustrations in sermons. Now we are the Babochka church, the only church that, as a whole, has morally
adopted the Club.
The battle consisted of lots of little small skirmishes, and we had to be willing to lose some of
those in order to win the war.
And every step along the way was a battle — one we could only join with prayer — that our
leaders and members would own Babochka.
We never had any open conflict about getting involved, that I remember. (Of course, I have a
very selective memory). Rather, it was just constant and growing involvement, and more and
more witnesses to the reality of how great an opportunity this was for the church. God simply
would not let our church alone!

I-Intentional
Celebrating Jubilee locally is not something that can be done on the back stroke, or conveniently.
We have already shown, implicitly, that the good Samaritan’s compassion moved him to go out
of his way to help the half-dead man, in Luke 15. For the religious leaders of the time, this was
simply too inconvenient.
Christ, however is explicit about this in Luke 14:15-24:
When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had
been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’
But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go
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out and see it. Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go
to examine them. Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I
cannot come.’
So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became
angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor
and crippled and blind and lame.’ [Notice the images of Jubilee here] And the servant said, ‘Sir,
what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’
And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come
in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’”

The last thing on the servants’ minds at the beginning of the banquet was to go out and not
only invite the poor, crippled, blind and lame, but to compel them to come in. This is simply not
a part of any normal person’s modus operandi.
Christ knew, of course, that what he was teaching was completely unnatural and inconvenient
for any normal person. And so right after this we read (25-27, 33-35),
Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me
and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple...
So therefore, anyone of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. “Salt is
good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is of no use either for the soil
or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

The Mini-Cooper parade with the Babochka celebrities at Catherine the Great’s Pushkin Palace of renown.

Christ did not mean that we are to hate normal priority relationships, and take up our cross and
renounce all as some sort of exercise in abstract internal thought process. Rather, when we
are the servant who goes into the highways and by-ways to compel the lame, maimed, and
blind to come to God’s banquet in Christ, people will think we are nuts. It will involve physical
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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risk to our physical bodies — like being crucified — and it will cost us financially.
And if we do not do this then we are saltless, useless, and are not even worthy of being thrown
on the manure pile for the Kingdom! Oh, what a feeling!

L- Lay empowered
Jesus does not want us to be confused, either, about who is responsible to celebrate Jubilee
locally. It is clearly the responsibility of both church leaders and church members. We have
already looked at Isaiah 58, and seen that God’s requirement to celebrate Jubilee is universal.

O- Overcoming through Beauty
Finally, Isaiah 61, the passage Christ reads in the Synagogue in Luke 4, continues:
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good tidings to
the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to those who are bound;
to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn,
to console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;
that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.

God overcomes the world through us when we embrace the pain of the world around us, and
become pain-bearers like Christ. And then we and those whose pain we are bearing receive
beauty for ashes, and become morally beautiful as Christ is morally beautiful.
The other way in which Bobochka is
discipling St. Pete in the way of Christ
is through Ucaber (Oosaber). Oos
means mustache, in Russian. Nayaber, is November. In English we call
this Musember. Some of the main
pubs in town hold on line contests
getting men to grow mustaches for all
of November and gather pledges of
money for Bobochka to do so. Even
the pubs are honoring Bobochka. Here I am with the dads doing
our own version of Usaber.

How does this happen?
The outcasts, those whom we help, become a strong nation.
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Micah 4:6, 7
“In that day,” says the LORD, “I will assemble the lame, I will gather the outcast and those whom I
have afflicted; I will make the lame a remnant,
and the outcast a strong nation.

What does this look like? It looks like Anya, the first founder and director of non-government
camps for the handicapped in the former Soviet Union, a people group of 275 million. This is
simply astounding, since she is herself physically very weak, and the government and culture
to this day is either against her and her people, or apathetic. She is, herself, probably the spiritually strongest person among those 275 million.
God accomplishes through these “weak” outcasts
things the strong cannot accomplish. This past
Easter, 2016, the camp used the church property of
a local Russian Orthodox Church. This only happened because our son, Lewis, had the priest of
the church, Alexei, as a history teacher in school
before Alexei became a priest. All church property
in Russia, of the Russian Orthodox Church, is “holy
ground.” Absolutely no non-Russian Orthodox may
use it for official functions. NONE: NO HOW, NO
TIME, NO WAY! All non-Russian Orthodox are
considered heretics by the Russian church.
But Club Butterfly has used it twice now. Priest
Alexei is risking his job by doing this. When a parishioner called Father Alexei to complain about this
desecration of their holy ground by Evangelicals,
Father Alexei said, “The Russian Orthodox Church
of St. Petersburg has no ministry to the handicapped. Should we not support one that exists?”
“Father, I am a sinner!” she replied. And hung up
the phone.

When Lewis Purcell heard that camper Sasha
needed a $50,000 lifesaving operation in Finland to
put bars in his back bone to lift his chest cavity off of
his internal organs, he connected with some friends
and asked for their help. They organized an online
campaign last Fall, 2015, and raised the $50,000,
only $15,000 of which was from America. A total of
$35,000 came in very small donations from people
all over Russia. Sasha was at camp this summer
and is doing great, praise the Lord!

The strong Evangelicals, like you and me, could
never enter the holy of holies, but Anya with Babochka can. They are stronger than we. The
beauty of this kind of ministry is simply undeniable even for self-righteous church folks. This
beauty disciples the worldly parts of the confessing church, like the Russian Orthodox Church.
Moreover, this beauty for ashes ministry disciples the nations, that is, unbelievers of the world.
Not only are the unbelieving parents of the handicapped campers hearing and seeing the Gospel through Babochka, but the St. Petersburg community is, too. Three non-Christian groups
have taken on Babochka as one of their causes. The Mini Cooper Club of St. Petersburg picks
up all the campers once a year and takes them on a Mini Cooper parade around the downtown
of what is considered to be Russia’s New York City and Paris, that is, St. Petersburg. And
every November, the beer pubs in town host Ucaber, that is Muvember, a time for men to grow
mustaches and raise money from pledges to Babochka. Many of the pubs are reacting to the
Christ-like beauty of Anya, and the workers at the camp, and the joy of the campers, of course.
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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In short, those that were once treated as if they should never have been born in the Soviet Union, are city-wide celebrities in a city of 5 million people, and are featured in local newspapers
annually.
Finally, last fall, when camper Sasha needed a lifesaving operation in Finland that would cost
$50,000, Lewis connected with a fundraising team that used social media — primarily Twitter
and Facebook, and raised the money in about 6 weeks! Thousands of unbelieving Russians
gave small pledges. This is one of the first times anything like this has been done by a Christian group among the broader public!
Because of this relationship network of non-Christians connected to our St. Pete church, Babochka is probably 1,000 times greater than it would be otherwise!
The beauty of ashes overcomes obstacles that traditional ministries of the strong, to the
strong, never do and never will.

Can the Church Afford to Celebrate Jubilee?
Let’s go back to Isaiah 58:6-12. This time let’s highlight the promises of God to us if we are
faithful to celebrate Jubilee:
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to
let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you
see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your
righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you
take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,
if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light
rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday.
And the LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make
your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.
And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in.

There are 18 blessings listed here. If we are faithful even just a little to keep moving in the Jubilee direction, more and more, with more prayer, more money, more time, more blood, sweat,
and tears, God promises these things. It is not that we cannot afford to Jubilize. We live before
God: we cannot afford not to Jubilize!
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We opened the Reformed Seminary of St. Petersburg, Russia in September of 1999. In the
very first class was a student named Sergei Demidko. He was from a town outside of Vladivostok, Russia: 4,062 miles away in the same country. That is 6,537 miles by car, if any of you
would like to drive it.
And since we are in Alaska, you’ve probably heard that the USA is 3.8 million square miles, of
which Alaska is 663,300 square miles. That means that Alaska, according to traditional calculations, is 17% of the land mass of the United States.
Of course, the Soviet Union had 8.6 million square miles. And Russia has 6.6 million.
But it is a little known fact that the deep space discoveries of the Hubble spacecraft reveal that
these ways of measuring have been an optical and moral illusion. From deep space, the following ratios of size are actually the correct geographical and
moral way of calculating square miles.
Relative size of these geographic areas as seen from the Hubble spacecraft
in deep space.

Be that as it may, from the beginning of our church planting
effort, our future presbytery was 4,000 miles wide. The distance from Anchorage to Vladivostok is only 3,298 miles, so
y’all are neighbors compared to us in St. Pete.
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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In all this, we first met Sergei, from the Far East of Russia. Through Sergei, we met a number
of other people, and eventually I was asked to visit there. I subsequently met pastor Kiril, who
introduced me to pastors Yuri, Eduard and Ruslan.
Ruslan was the quietest of the group, but had the most memorable personal background. Although half of our first seminary students were former convicts, most of them were involved in
what might be called “disorganized crime,” before they came to Christ. Only Ruslan was involved in organized crime, from 1989-1991. His mafia group imported cars from Japan that had
been--shall we say--mislaid there. He shared with me recently that all of his coworkers in that
old gang have now gone on to their reward...or lack thereof.
He also shared that back then you absolutely could not leave organized crime vertically. If you
got out, you went horizontally. (You can read his full testimony in the appendix of this booklet-it is called No One Allowed to Leave Alive.)
But Jesus Christ’s irrational love penetrates all our unworthiness and he sends out His messengers to bring salvation
to us in the darkest, most
hard to reach places on
the earth, like Vladivostok,
Russia in 1991. It was
there that Ruslan
“coincidentally” ran into
his childhood friend, Eduard, on the street, who
shared Christ with him,
and invited him to church.
To read more about this
encounter and Ruslan’s
testimony, see Appendix
1.
Ruslan’s life was not only
Most of the Moroz Family. From left: Anton, at graduation from Covenant High School radically changed interin Tacoma, Adel Kruzhkova, Olga, and Ruslan. Anton attended two years at Covenant nally, but he was saved
High School on a scholarship from Faith PCA in Tacoma, thanks to Rob Rayburn’s
from near death from drug
interest in supporting the ministry of these pastors and their families.
overdoses and a destroyed
immune system. By this time, his wife Olga had divorced him, and left with their daughter
Anna. He then wooed her back, they remarried, and later had their son, Anton.
Through my visit there in 2009, and other God-given events, Ruslan decided in 2011 that he
wanted to study at our SRS seminary in St. Petersburg. Just before that he had begun to plant
this new church in Romanovka. You may view a slideshow of photos of this ministry at
www.slavicreformationsociety.com, under the “Church Plants” tab.
When I met Ruslan he was planting the Church in Romanovka about 1.5 hours away from
Nakhodka, a much bigger city. His wife Olga worked as a bank manager there, and would
come home on the weekends with their son Anton. Their daughter was already in college in
St. Petersburg. After about a year in our seminary, I began to counsel all the men in our semi32

www.slavicreformationsociety.com

Jubilee: Becoming Like Christ by Owning the World

nary who were in similar circumstances to seek God about bringing their wives home to live
and minister with them, even if it meant them having to give up the full-time ministry for a while
and go get a regular full-time job.
Little did I know at what cost my counsel would be fulfilled by them. Olga was making, I think,
$3,000 a month in her bank job, which was great pay for Russia. Ruslan was probably making
$500/month. And without me knowing any details of when and how she came home, and what
the differences between Nakhodka and Romanovka were, he reported that she had come
home months earlier, and yes, even though they now had no money at all. They were, he said,
much happier living together as a family, and Anton had transferred to the Romanovka public
school from the Nakhodka public high school.
In Ruslan’s words here is what happened next:
My wife, with our son, moved in with me for the first time in Romanovka in the summer of
2012. A year later, somewhere in the early winter of 2013-2014, she began to cough.
For half a year she went to many different doctors to see what was the cause, but none
who could diagnose her problem. She had chest x-rays, but was told that all is well.
Then they called back a month later and told us that she suffers from TB. It took 7 months
to diagnose her with TB in an area that all the doctors should have known was full of tuberculosis.
During this time the disease strongly developed, so that one lung began to decompose.
After this we went to special clinics for TB in different cities, but could not get the treatment
she needed at such an advance stage of the disease. They kept wanting to test her again
and wait weeks for the results. We drove from place to place seeking emergency treatment
that the government claims exists: Primorski Krai, Nakhodka, Vladivostok, Shkotovo, but
actually when we got to these places there was no modern treatment available.
Two more weeks passed, the status of my wife had deteriorated and we decided to go for
treatment in Korea, in just one day.
We contacted our friends in Busan, Korea, in the evening I went to Nakhodka, bought a
plane ticket and in the morning my wife flew and by lunch she was in Korea and being
treated effectively for the first time, 7 months after
For the sake of getting the
we knew something was wrong.
Then she continued treatment in Vladivostok, and
had an operation in the year 2015.
Now she is under medical supervision, every half a
year she must for two months take the medication.
If all goes well, after a year and a half she will not be
needing any more treatment.

Gospel to some of the
most broken down and
needy people on the
planet, Olga almost died
of TB, and Ruslan and
Anna have been infected!

And now, praise God, she feels fine.
American Christian friends of the Moroz family paid for her treatment through SRS.
Then Ruslan and their daughter Anna were both diagnosed with a pre-TB condition, and had
to go through a sort of chemotherapy.
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Although Anchorage is 3,200 miles from Vladivostok, St. Petersburg is over 4,000 miles away by air, and by train a six-day
and seven-hour trip! One of our seminary students, Sergei Polishuk, actually came to seminary with his wife and two children on the Siberian Express train

What can we say to this situation, what is Ruslan and Olga’s status
now, and how do we respond to all that?
 At first glance, it would seem that Ruslan has been a poor husband, and brought real harm

to his wife by his recklessness in moving them to a TB-infected area.
 The Russian government, like the Soviet government, however, does not effectively publish

any health statistics that would have warned Ruslan. He could not have known about the
epidemic, except through local hearsay.
 They have decided to stay and keep watch on their status, and, of course, avoid the specific

places where they think they contracted the disease. Those who gave it to them have already died of it.
 They both feel called of the Lord to stay.
 They have borne wonderful fruit there. As you see in the photo, they have lead about 20

folks to Christ in a place that has almost no witness for Christ at all. This is our largest group
of converts meeting in one place, out of all the 9 churches in the SRS movement.
 Under a new law in Russia, all churches have to have a public place to meet, and Ruslan’s

church, as most of ours, has been bounced from place to place. To finish their church before Winter, they need another $35,000 now.
 My logic says, move to Nakhodka where there are more people who have jobs and don’t

have TB! But they feel called of God to serve in Romanovka, at least for now.
Why have I and the board of SRS backed their Romanovka plant?

34
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Missionaries’ Judgment About their Own Field of Labor Must Be
Trusted
In non-local missions, trust in the judgment of the missionary sent out is vital, or they should
not be sent out. Sent out missionaries, who will be under no regular supervision or have local
accountability, have to be the Church’s absolutely most reliable and godly people. We have to
make only such people our “point people” in missionary work in the Kingdom.
Philip, the first missionary (Acts 8:4, 5), was a man of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit
and wisdom. The second missionary was Barnabas (Acts 11:22), named by the Apostles, son
of Encouragement, a Levite of Cyprus (Acts 4:36, 37). The third longer-term missionary mentioned in Acts is Saul/Paul (Acts 13:1-3). Paul’s self-evaluation was that he worked harder
(NKJV “more abundantly”) than the other Apostles, and he was the only one who said, “imitate
me as I imitate and follow Christ” (I Cor. 11:1).
The Apostles and the Jerusalem church trusted Philip so much that they sent Peter and John
to follow up on His work (Acts 8:14). They trusted Barnabas and Paul so much that they
stopped everything they were doing in Jerusalem, to deal with their request regarding the dispute over the issue of circumcision, and decided in their favor rather than that of the Pharisees
who believed (Acts 15:1-6). This had to have infuriated the circumcision party enough to later
try to kill Paul (Acts 23:12).

Why do I and SRS Trust Ruslan?
I am confident Ruslan deserves the trust of SRS to plant a church in a dangerous, seemingly
non-strategic place. And why do I say he is trustworthy?
 He followed my advice on bringing this family back together.
 They said, even though it was done at great financial cost, losing $36,000/year income, it

was a blessing.
 He was a faithful and dili-

gent student in the seminary for 5 years.
 His wife and children love

and respect him.
 He is bearing fruit in a ma-

terial and moral wilderness!
God’s hand is upon Him! In
I Corinthians 9:2, Paul says
to the Corinthians that leading folks to Christ where no
one had done it before was
proof of his apostleship, of
his being a real apo- (out)
stal (sent one), a valid mis- A slide from Ruslan’s ministry presentation. God’s ways are not our ways, Isaiah
55. How can we say that this location is not exactly where God wants Ruslan
sionary.
and Olga, and now Anton, even though it is at great risk to their health?
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I tell you then, and I think from God, that just as others have supported Ruslan by giving
$55,000 toward the building of this church in Romanovka, others should give the remaining
$35,000 now. In so doing, Ruslan’s church would not have to waste their money on renting
their current place for another 9 months. Let them move into their new building now!

Why are Ruslan and Olga (and now Anton, who is living with them
again) bearing fruit for Christ in a place of economic and moral desolation?
Commitment and beauty and love are powerful and attractive! Why are people attracted to
Anya? She is weak, and still seemingly full of pain when she walks. And yet every year she
plunges back into battle to find a location for Babochka, and to find enough counselors, a few
of whom they lose every year. And every year, things do not fall into place until a few days before the summer camp session, and sometimes the winter camp session, is about to begin!
They are attracted because they see her unconditional commitment, a commitment that is
much more painful than anything they can do. She is not asking anyone to suffer more than
she suffers!
Likewise, my interpretation is that:
 Ruslan and Olga are going to a place where the people are the poor of Jubilee in Luke 4:18

and they know they are, by God’s grace.
 The people know they have suffered much, getting a deadly disease, and enduring post-

Soviet medical malpractice, and yet haved stayed with them, to suffer with the local folks.
No one intentionally moves to Romanovka and begins building a church building unless
they either know Jesus for real, or they’re crazy!
 Of course, they love the people, and relate to them as friends. Ruslan is a good Bible

teacher and disciplinarian, and Olga is a lovely hostess for all the hospitality they do in their
home, which is constant.

How Do We Celebrate Jubilee Globally?
All that I have just said is good and true, and leads us to the principles, patterns and trajectories we need to learn in order to celebrate Jubilee globally.
Consider, again, Luke 4:16-17, 23-30:
So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was handed the book of the prophet
Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written...
He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have
heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’” Then He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no
prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of
Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a great famine
throughout all the land; but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet,
and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”
36
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So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, and rose up and
thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that
they might throw Him down over the cliff. Then passing through the midst of them, He went His way.

In Scripture God Often Prioritizes the Gentile Nations Above the Jews,
the Lost Above the Found
This time, we need to focus on the second part of the passage. Elijah was sent to a widow in
Zarephath (I Kings 17:8) where Canaanite religion ruled. And Elisha healed Naaman, the commander of the Syrian--pagan of pagan--armies, of leprosy, (II Kings 5:1-14). Christ had just
said he came to preach good news to the poor, then named these two events and people as
illustrations of what he meant. He could hardly offend his hearers more than this, but he does,
seeming to say that foreign Gentiles are even at the very top of the list of those whom Christ
came to help.
This, of course, infuriated the Jews. They loved the abstract theology of Him being the fulfillment of Isaiah 62, and Jubilee, but let those Jubilee diamonds fall on them, not the Gentiles!
And Christ would have none of it, so they wanted to kill him!
What if we view the book of Acts through the prism of Jubilee? That is, we make the only logical conclusion available, namely, that the trajectory of how God planned to bring Jubilee to the
whole world is in the book of Acts. To put it another way, Acts is the unfolding of global Jubilee
from Jerusalem to Rome. Because that is the case, what we see is the following:
 The anointing of the Spirit is a mark of Jubilee. Further, God wants us to understand that

He wanted the Gentiles to have that baptism not just on the Gentiles, as in Acts 10, but on
the Gentiles in one of the capitals of pagan worship, Ephesus. And He wanted all of us to
understand that this was the beginning of a new Gentile Israel, completely beyond the
bounds of the Holy Land. In Acts 19:1-7, Paul not only lays hands on these Gentiles in
Ephesus, but they receive the Holy Spirit through Him, and there are about 12 in all!
This is Jubilee, making the last first, as in Micah 5:6, 7.
 Jubilee comes to this world one strategic opportunity at a time:

Acts 8, From Jerusalem to Samaria, and, we assume, Ethiopia.
Acts 11, From Jerusalem to Gentile Antioch.
Acts 13, from Antioch, to Ephesus, Rome, with Plans, Romans 15:24, to Spain.
 God led, and church leaders corporately and immediately responded to one strategic oppor-

tunity and need at a time:
Acts 8:14, When the apostles heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them.
Acts 11:19-21, the scattered believing Jews preached to Gentiles in Antioch, multitudes believed. Vs. 22, Then the news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem,
and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.
Acts 13:1-3, While the prophets and teachers of Antioch were fasting, the Holy Spirit said,
“Now separate to me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. And
they…laid hands on them and sent them away.
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Acts 15:4, when Paul and Barnabas came to Jerusalem, they were immediately received,
and vs. 6, as soon as the question of circumcision arose, the apostles and elders met to decide the matter.
God expects Global Jubilee to be empowered and facilitated by having the leaders of the
church respond to global Jubilee opportunities corporately and immediately. Antioch and Jerusalem were churches of thousands of people, so Presbyterians consider these meetings the
archetypes for presbytery and general assembly. And we Presbyterians need to respond to
today's Jubilee opportunities in Russia the way the churches in Antioch and Jerusalem responded.

Global Jubilee Includes Financial Support for Those That Are Sent
Financial support for Jubilee--in the form of support for the missionaries--was implied in the act
and vocabulary of sending by the presbyteries and general assemblies of Acts.
In Romans 10:14, all preachers are sent, apostello, in Greek. We find further Jubilee language,
in 10:14, NKJV, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things! As preachers are sent out to the world they beautify the world.
In the context of general sending (Romans 15:24) Paul uses a second verb to describe particular cases of sending: propempo, to send on your way, to hasten. In the context of this verb
Paul adds, see that they lack nothing. Titus 3:13, 14:
Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way so that nothing is lacking for them. Our
people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful.

One of the main good deeds of Jubilee is making sure that missionaries and those who work
with them have what they need to do their work. Astounding!
Therefore, when both verbs are combined in the flow of Scripture, “sending out” means not just
giving some sort of abstract authority, but empowering the authority by making sure those sent
out lack nothing. And this is the obvious implication of the most famous sending episodes. For
instance, the account of them laying hands on Paul and Barnabas, in Acts 13:3, and sending
them on their way, is not followed by, “but they died of starvation in one month” or, “but they
were delayed 1.5 years from leaving because they had to go buttonhole every friend they had
ever made to ask for their support.”
This is also implied in I Cor. 9:14, Even so, those who preach the Gospel should make their
living by the Gospel, and that living is only portrayed for preachers as being sent. There is no
sending, therefore, without support connected with being sent.
Just as we cannot become Christ-like locally, without taking the pains of our local world upon
ourselves, so too the Bible teaches that we cannot be Christ-like without taking special global
needs upon ourselves, without owning part of the cross-cultural, far-off strategic needs, or urgent needs.
II Corinthians 8:1-15:
We want you to know, brethren, about the grace of God which has been shown in the churches of
Macedo′nia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have
38
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overflowed in a wealth of liberality on their part.
For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free
will, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we
expected, but first they gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.
Accordingly we have urged Titus that as he had already made a beginning, he should also complete
among you this gracious work. Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in utterance, in knowledge,
in all earnestness, and in your love for us—see that you excel in this gracious work also.
I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. And in this matter I give my advice: it is
best for you now to complete what a year ago you began not only to do but to desire, so that your
readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a man has, not according to what he has not. I do not
mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of equality your abundance at the present time should supply their want, so that their abundance may supply your want,
that there may be equality. As it is written, “He who gathered much had nothing over, and he who
gathered little had no lack.”

That there may be equality! Equality
between the starving Jewish Christians in Jerusalem, and the Corinthians, one of the most affluent cities
on the earth at that point in time. And
from what did this begging for the
privilege to give from the overwhelming poverty of the Philippians flow?
Christ’s example! For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake
he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.
Since we are rich in Christ spiritually,
we are to make ourselves poor materiAnother slide from Ruslan’s show. Romanovka is near very strategic
ally for the sake of needy Christians
and quite wealthy cities. Nearby Nakhodka, for instance, is home of
1,000 miles away and from a comthe Russian Pacific Naval Fleet.
pletely different culture and race!

The Rights of the Unreached and Unchurched Nations, and Pleading
Those Rights
The final way in which the New Testament portrays celebrating global Jubilee is by recognizing the rights of
the nations, and expecting faithful believers, elders and leaders to stand up for those rights in pleading

them.
In actuality, in reading the Jubilee reviewed in Isaiah 61, Christ was pleading the rights of the
Gentiles, who--as yet--had nothing of Christ, to the spoiled, spiritually affluent Jews, who were
none too pleased with such a plea.
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The rights of the Gentiles to the Gospel can be seen in many ways in Scripture. We’ve already
reviewed this in Luke 4, but we can also see it in the metaphors of the people of God in both
the Old and New Testaments:
Isaiah 42:9
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have
given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations.

Isaiah 49:8
Thus says the LORD: “In a time of favor I have answered you, in a day of salvation I have helped you;
I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the
desolate heritages.

And in Matthew 5 we read, You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world.
If we are a covenant to the nations and a light to the world, then the world and the nations
must have rights to the riches of that covenant, and the brightness of that light, or these analogies make no sense.
Proverbs 31: 8,9
Open your mouth for the dumb, for the rights of all who are left desolate. Open your mouth, judge
righteously, maintain the rights of the poor and needy.

The word maintain as used here (also, plead) means to set in order. In other words, if they
have rights, you work until their rights are fulfilled.
The best example of this is Galatians 2:11-14:
But when Cephas came to Antioch I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For before certain men came from James, he ate with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and
separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. And with him the rest of the Jews acted insincerely,
so that even Barnabas was carried away by their insincerity. But when I saw that they were not
straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew,
live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?”

Elders and leaders are to be publicly rebuked for denying the rights of the nations, the way Peter and Barnabas were (I Tim. 5) that the rest may stand in fear.

Romanovka, Primorski Krai, Russia. Paris and St. Pete, it ain’t.
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The Command for Church Leaders to Jubilize the World
II Tim. 4:5, do the work of an evangelist. Be a “goodnewser”, a gospelizer. The Gospel is for
the poor, and the primary poor in the Bible are unreached foreigners. Paul’s command to
Timothy, in the context of Philip the evangelist, of Acts 21:7 and Acts 8, is to do the work of a
missionary. Paul’s fundraising for his missionaries in Titus 3:13, 14, then is part of the job description for any elder.

How are we North American Christians and Reformed Folk Doing in all
7 Responsibilities of Global Jubilee?
In summary, these are the 7 responsibilities and realities of Jubilee:
1. The anointing of the Spirit is a mark and empowerment of Jubilee
2. Jubilee comes to this world one strategic opportunity at a time
3. God leads, and church leaders respond to one need at a time
4. Financial support for Jubilee is implied in Acts
5. We become Christ-like by owning far-off needs
6. We must recognize and plead the rights of the nations
7. Church leaders are commanded the Jubilize the world
What do you think? If all seven of these realities directly promote or hinder Jubilee among the
nations, then they are worth evaluating ourselves by.

Acknowledging That Relative to Much of the World, North Americans
Are Not the Unchurched and Unreached
Before we do that, though, we must acknowledge that one huge hindrance to global Jubilee is
the self-absorption that affluence usually brings to people’s minds and hearts.
North American Christians often feel that they are spiritually needy when, relative to most of
the world, they are not. Sadly, as I have traveled and preached in more than 100 churches in
North America, I see pastors and elders not opposing this self-centeredness, but rather promoting it. American pastors and elders often pander to and flatter this self-pity.
Take, for instance, our Pacific Northwest presbytery of the PCA. Everyone makes the valid
observation that this is some of the least reached, least churched part of America. From
Wikipedia, we find that Washington State is approximately
 Christian: 60%

Evangelical Protestant: 25%
Mainline Protestant: 14%
Catholic: 17%
Mormon: 4%:
 Unaffiliated: 32%
 Other: 5%
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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Alaska is approximately
 Christian: 62%

Evangelical Protestant: 22%
Mainline Protestant: 12%
Catholic: 16%
Mormon: 5%
 Unaffiliated: 13%
 Other: 16%
Compare this with Russia (approximate):
 Russian Orthodoxy: 41%
 Islam: 6.5%
 Spiritual but not religious: 25%
 Unaffiliated Christian: 4%
 Atheism: 13%
 Other: 9%
 Other Christian: 1.7%

Now, please understand that almost no Russian Orthodox churches teach the Bible, or anything about having a personal relationship with Christ, or how any kind of Biblical morality
should influence the culture or any Russian institutions. Note that Other Christian religions are
1.7% of the population--that is evangelical, mainline Protestants and Catholics, all put together!
Now another country where we have a major presence through the Russian language:
Uzbekistan
 Muslim: 88%(majority Sunni)
 Eastern Orthodox: 9%
 Other: 3%

So, Alaskans, and Pacific West Coasters, hear me: Relative to much of the world, you are
churched, reached, sanctified, pasteurized, baptized, and ascended and gone into heaven already!
I would say that all 7 areas of responsibility for global jubilee are either never talked about, or
talked about but never taken seriously among North Americans in general, and Reformed
North Americans in particular.
This is most outrageously seen in how we have responded to the fall of the Iron Curtain in
1989, and the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. Specifically, in the greater Russian-speaking
world we have one known Reformed church planting effort that conforms to basic historic Reformed practices. That is, does not ordain women elders, and baptizes infants, and takes family discipleship seriously. We are it.
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Diagnostic: How Faithful is Your Church at Celebrating Global Jubilee?
A self-evaluation form for pastors and elders
1. We often study the Bible and see how dominant Global Jubilee is throughout scripture, and

make this a major theme of prayer and action, including training laborers to send out to the
nations as missionaries.
Choose one:
a. Rarely: once a year or less (+1 point)
b. Sometimes: two times a year (+2 points)
c. Regularly: monthly (+3 points)

2. We understand that Jubilee globally comes to us one strategic opportunity at a time, and
that the fall of the Iron Curtain and the opportunity to plant churches among the 275 million
Russian speakers of the former Soviet Union is one of those once in a millennium opportunities (this is the first time in 1,000 years of Russian history that Evangelical church plants are
legal). Further, we understand and have taken sacrificial action to insure that the Reformed
faith is planted there by:
Choose one or more:
a. Giving a large percent of our budget to this (+1 point)
b. Sending missionaries from our congregation and presbytery to that part of the world (+1
point)
c. Recruiting other churches, presbyteries and pastors to do the same (+1 point)
d. None of the above (+0 points)
3. We understand that if we want for God to open doors for the Gospel to closed Islam in the
Arabic speaking world, we must first be faithful to go through the doors He has already opened
in Russia and Central Asia. Therefore, our church is ready to treat Russia and Central Asia
where Russian is one of the official languages, as one of the most strategic targets for mission
on the earth today.
Choose one: Yes (+1 point) No (+0 points)
4. We believe and understand that Presbytery and General Assembly are responsible for taking the lion’s share of responsibility for any evangelist/missionary sent out from them, including
giving and raising the bulk of that missions support, and our presbytery does this faithfully.
Choose one: Yes (+1 point) No (+0 points)
5. We understand that the Gentile nations of the world have a right to our resources and lives,
both because we are the North American church, the wealthiest church in the history of the
world, but also because we are the covenant of God to the peoples of the earth, and that is
why we give beyond our means and out of our poverty and beg for the privilege of helping
those nations God leads us to help.
Choose one: Yes (+1 point) No (+0 points)
6. We understand that, compared to most of the world--like the countries of Russia and Uzbekistan-- we have 10 to 20 times more resources, and live exponentially better lives than they
do, and Hebrews 13:3 commands us to live with the oppressed of the world as if in prison with
them. Russia and Uzbekistan are in that category through incipient corruption and evil laws
barring religious freedom, and we are ready to live as if in that oppression with them in every
way possible.
Choose one: Yes (+1 point) No (+0 points)
www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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Score:
7-8, great potential in celebrating global Jubilee faithfully.
5-6, at least open to learning what global Jubilee is.
1-4 points : Well...you might need a Jubilee tune up (or shake up) from the ground up. Consider having me come and preach a missions conference for your church!
Final Comment:
James 2:5 reads:
Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?

This means that the materially poor of your community and of the world are richer in the faith
than we North American middle class are. The world wide median income is $10,000 a year.
The median income in the USA is $53,000. This means of course, that most folks, like the Russians now, are living off of $1,000 or less per month. For Uzbeks, it is far less. They can teach
us the faith like we can never teach ourselves, but we must sit at their feet for this to happen.
So that is my invitation to you--to sit at the feet of God’s poor in your community and the world,
and so become Christ-like.

Ruslan and the men with whom he is building his “church in the wilderness.” They needed $90,000 a year
ago, and through American Christians’ giving, now they only need $35,000. If they can raise this now, they can
get into the church by winter 2016! To give go to www.slavicreformationsociety.com , select “Give”, and then
“Ruslan Moroz”.
44
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The August 21, 1991 demonstration one block from where we were living in Leningrad, USSR. About one third of
these people passed under our windows, and I and Murray Moore attempted to join them.

Cathy and I cannot give up pleading the cause of the Gospel in Eurasia as long as there are
Ruslans and Olgas there willing to risk their lives, as they are, to reach the lost. At the same
time, on a far less heroic scale there is a similar story behind the story that is important to understand, as best we can — a story of how God works through human efforts.
God began to draw near to us in 1989 to convince us of His call to the USSR. On Monday, August 19, 1991, after we had lived there 10 months and had become proficient in cowboy/Aggie Russian, we had some students from Texas A&M visiting us. Early that morning--in
Leningrad, Russia, I got a call from one of those students who said his parents had called from
America very concerned that there was some sort of governmental emergency going on, and
they wondered if he was ok.
The emergency turned out to be the last gasp of the hard-line communists, who had kidnapped
Mikhail Gorbachev and were trying to take over the government. Russian friends immediately
began to call, and to congregate in our house. They asked if we were going to leave immediwww.slavicreformationsociety.com
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ately for Finland with our kids. The only foreigners in town were Finnish businessmen without
children with them, and they all had immediately driven, gotten on the train, or flown to Helsinki
to get out of the USSR. In 1905, right down the street from our house, thousands of peaceful
protestors were shot by Czarist troops. Governmental change in Russia has always been
drenched in the blood of thousands (or millions), so all our friends expected this to happen then.
But we prayed about it. And when we looked
around, it didn’t look that dangerous, so we
decided to stay. That Monday night and early
Tuesday morning, we heard army trucks
unloading Black bereted shock troops with
Kalashnikovs under our window all night. We
got up in the morning and the street was barricaded with concertina wire, cement barricades
and heavily armed soldiers. We could not
cross our own street.
We were no longer at peace, but had not panicked either. All day Tuesday, our Soviet
friends stayed with us in our house, maybe 510 of them, both reassuring themselves, and
comforting us. One man kept crying, off and
on.
The front cover of this booklet is a picture of
the demonstration that took place Wednesday,
I took this photo from our window as the demonstration of
August 21, one block from our house because
50,000 folks, or more, ended, and the demonstrators
flowed under our window. By this time, it seemed all would the soldiers below us let the demonstrators
finish peacefully, and it did, at least in Leningrad. Three
through to Palace square. Murray Moore and I
died in the same events in Moscow.
actually fibbed to our wives, saying we were
going out to buy ice cream, but we walked to this meeting instead. When we were about 50
yards from the crowd, a commander called a battalion of soldiers in the courtyard of a building
to attention. When we heard 200
boot heels hit together, we jumped
out of our skins.
Needless, to say, we turned around
to get back home before we were
trapped between the soldiers and
this crowd of 50,000 protestors.
The day after the demonstration, Thursday,
August 22nd, 1991, I took Murray and his
wife Patricia, and my children, Emily and
Graham, to the square. We are standing at
the base granite pillar in the middle of the
crowd photo above. The signs read, “Down
with the Junta!”
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Once the coups d'etat failed, all our Russian friends introduced us to other Russians as “the
one and only foreign family that stayed during the attempted junta”. Our first Bible study with
students, pictured in chapter 1, started about a week later, and within a year, 10 students had
come to Christ.
I believe that God orchestrated this immediate fruitfulness partially because we stayed to suffer
with the folks He sent us to reach with the Gospel. For us, we were fulfilling Hebrew 13:3:
Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being
yourselves also in the body.

Our going away party before our first long furlough in 1997. Right behind Cathy (holding our son, in
purple, on her lap) you can see Anya. This was before her lifesaving operation, and she had just begun Bible study with Jenya and Andre. We think we met her for the first time that night.

Humanly speaking, if we had not stayed through the darkest hours with those we were trying to
reach for Christ, perhaps God would have chosen to not use us as He did. Perhaps Andre
would not have come to Christ through us, and then not led Anya to Christ, and there would
have been no Babochka. And if no Babochka, also no seminary and no relation with Ruslan
and Olga, and you would not know them now--at least not through us. So, by risking our and
our children’s lives, in a “reasonable” way, whatever that means, we now have both Babochka
and Ruslan’s church in the wilderness.
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

www.slavicreformationsociety.com
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Appendix 1: Ruslan’s Personal Testimony
My name is Ruslan Moroz. I was born on September 23, 1967 in an ordinary Soviet family. My
father was a builder and my mother worked in a store. My parents loved me and wanted to
give me a happy life but my father traveled and was rarely home. Character development and
discipline came mainly from my mom. When I was five, my mother and my father’s grandmother had me baptized in a small Orthodox church. It was kind of a step of faith for them; they
wanted God to protect me.
The second thing my mother desired was for me to join the Communist Party because that was
the only way to climb the ladder of success and become somebody. But my mother’s dreams
did not materialize. I was a poor student and spent most of my time outdoors. Later I served in
the Army and married, very quickly we had a daughter and a son. The nineties were difficult for
our country, the familiar Soviet way of life was crumbling and there was rampant unemployment. People began to lose all hope in the Communist dream of living on eternally in prosperity.
Despite it being a poor time for honest labor, there was real money to be made for dishonest
thugs. My friends and I started selling stolen cars from Japan in the Russian market. I squandered all the money on personal pleasures. This life brought much suffering and grief to my
parents and my family. Finally, my wife filed for divorce. Suddenly I was caught in a nightmare,
losing everything that really mattered. Because I valued friends and money more than my family, everything had fallen apart.
This continued for nine months until I was on the brink of taking my own life.
Unexpectedly I met Eduard, a childhood friend, who was pastoring a local church. I do not
know why, but I believed Eduard and what he said about God and the Word. The next morning
I attended Eduard’s church, the Korean Presbyterian Church. During the service I heard the
voice of God speaking to me and I believed and the Spirit filled my life. The biggest miracle
occurred when I able to leave the criminal gang alive. The usual method of leaving was death.
I went into to the mafia boss and simply said, “I need to leave this business.” And he said “OK.”
This was only by God’s great mercy. All of my friends from that time have since been killed in
one-way or another. I was the only one allowed to leave alive.
My wife and I reconciled and were married again, this time in the church. My family regained a
husband and father. Soon my entire family including my parents trusted the Lord. I entered
seminary in Vladivostok, and devoted all my time to the church.
But new problems arose. I was at church continually and my wife worked full time. There were
communication problems and our family suffered. In 2006, the sixth year after my conversion I
was sent as a missionary 100 km away to a neighboring city. Though I only saw my wife every
6 weeks, I was content because I felt like I was serving the Lord.
In 2009, I met Blake Purcell and began studying at the seminary in St. Petersburg. I became
acquainted with the works of Mahon, Calvin, and Chesterton, and was learning discipleship
from Blake. My eyes were opened and I was convicted that the ministry was coming at the expense of my family, which was not pleasing to God. I could not continue to labor like this without serious consequences to my family. It was my second birth as a minister. Praise the Lord
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for his continued mercy. As pastor of the Light to the World Presbyterian Church of Romanovka, I began to realize that I was not adequately leading my flock. Enrolling in BTS
helped me develop a clearer vision for the role of the church and family.
My studies in the seminary and time spent in sharpening fellowship with teachers and fellow
students are making me a better pastor. Thankfully our studies are conducted in a practical
way that I can take home and apply in my ministry. I began integrating fully liturgical covenant
renewal services; we began to practice weekly communion, baptism and communion of children, and teaching about the role of men as the head of the covenant family and leaders in the
church.
Seminary is unimaginable without its founder and mastermind Blake Purcell, who has become
a real spiritual mentor. His rigorous drive and patriarchal attitude has helped me to not be lazy
during the learning process, but on the other hand he is also a tremendous encourager like a
brother. Additionally two of the first graduates from BTS, Oleg Volkov and Evgeni Kruzhkov,
who now serve at the seminary, have been a huge blessing to know while building the Reformed Church of Russia. I am also forever indebted to many churches in America that have
faithfully supported and sponsored my church.
I am grateful for Pastors Greg Lawrence, Eric Green, and Brian Nolder and for ministry support
from Doug Roorda and Mike Forster. Studying in the seminary is not limited to the formal intensive courses, but because of the relationships formed there we now have a fraternal community of churches that co-labor across Eurasia. We share one vision and one goal, and are striving to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ through the distinctives of the historical Reformed
Church to all parts of the Russian-speaking world.
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Christ Proclaimed Global Jubilee
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.
(Luke 4:18-19)

What God Can Do Through the Russian Speaking People
275 million people of the former Soviet Union speak Russian as a first or second language.
50 million of these people are nominal Muslims that are much more open to
Christ than others, and our ministry in Central Asia is seeing more come to
Christ than all the other churches combined.
These same people, some of whom are in the SRS movement, speak languages spoken in Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan.
We believe God could use a strong Russian church to plant strong churches
in Central Asia, who will be able to evangelize the rest of the Muslim world
through these language bridges.

Slavic Reformation Society:
The Only Reformed and PCA Rooted Church Planting Movement
in the Greater Russian Speaking World (most of the Republics of
the Former Soviet Union except Ukraine)

www.slavicreformationsociety.com
Blake Purcell, Field Director, purcell.russia@gmail.com, tel. 1.682.333.2854
Administrative assistants:
in USA, Hannah Montgomery email, hmontgomery.srs@gmail.com
in Russia, Natalia Mironova email, russiaseminary2@gmail.com
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