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July 21, 2008 
 
 
Dear Texas Member: 
 
The Texas State Chapter Board of Directors is pleased to offer its members the opportunity to purchase 
Biologic Texas Draw at a subsidized price.  The Texas State Hunting Heritage Super Fund will pay for 50 
percent of the seed and shipping charges.  This forage blend was created in cooperation with members of 
the Texas Trophy Hunters Association, who wanted a food plot that would effectively and consistently 
draw deer in from miles away. The result — a fall forage blend of Austrian peas, Triticale, wheat, oats, 
clover and chicory — delivers maximum attractiveness under harsh, dry growing conditions, quickly 
developing into a lush green food plot that performs throughout the cool winter months.  Biologic Texas 
Draw is the ideal blend for optimum deer herd health, maximum attractiveness and excellent deer 
visibility.  This mix will cover ½ acre. 
 
Sponsor Members may purchase a total of ten: 
 

• 20-pound bags of Texas Draw (covers ½ acre) for just $23.00, shipping included 
 
Regular Members may purchase a total of four: 
 

• 20-pound bags of Texas Draw (covers ½ acre) for just $23.00, shipping included 
 
All orders are filled on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Quantities are limited on subsidized seed due 
to the dollars allocated to the program.  Seed will ship approximately two weeks from date of order. 
 
Biologic Texas Draw can be broadcast or planted with a grain drill. Spread the seed on a well-prepared 
seedbed at 40 lbs. per acre.  Use a cultipacker or a drag to lightly cover the seed. Do not disk, as this will 
bury the seeds too deep for germination.  Texas Draw is best planted in September or October in Texas.  
Typically the southern and western counties receive their moisture during these months, and some soil 
moisture is necessary to establish the plot. 
 
***As an additional benefit, each member can purchase additional bags of Biologic Texas Draw  for just 
$46.00 unsubsidized but at a reduced price, in unlimited quantities.  However, to take advantage of these 
savings, you must submit the order with this seed subsidy offer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bob Linder 
Texas State Chapter President 
National Wild Turkey Federation 

Kyle Hand, Stephen F. Austin 

State University, M.S. students 

working on the eastern wild tur-

key research project.  He is at the 

North Neches River Coop. See story 

on Page 8.

 

Photo Credit Jason Hardin  



Hotel  Reservations can be made through the 
Hangar Hotel

155 Airport Rd  Fredericksburg, TX
830-997-9990

2015
NWTF TEXAS

Awards Dinner & Casino Night
January 16, 2016

Hangar Hotel Fredericksburg, Texas
5:30 to 11:00

Shaine Nixon
903-399-8450

Tyler Kirby
620-339-9026

Robbi Vincent
817-437-3014

Mike Shouse
512-966-9539

Get ready for a night of fun, fellowship, and recognition of all 

the great work the Texas Chapters have done this past year.

$75.00 Single (Includes $1000 table money)

$150.00 Couple ( Includes $1500 table money)

Contact your RD for Registration
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Texas State NWTF President Elect Craig White will 
start his term as President in January. Craig with his 

two children, JAKES Rachel, age 7 and Landon age 3.

From Your Texas State President... 
G.R. (Dick) McCarver
My final report to you . . .    
 	 My	how	time	flies.		2016	is	rapidly	approaching.		Looking	back 
through	the	year,	I	am	grateful	for	another	extremely	successful	year	
for	NWTF	in	our	great	State	of	Texas.	 	 	Giving	credit	where	credit	
is	due	 is	easy.	 	Each	member	and	each	chapter	across	 the	state	can	
be	proud	of	their	accomplishments	with	regard	to	banquets,	JAKES	
Events,	WITO	Events,	and	Wheelin	Events.			A	special	thank	you	goes	
out	to	all	of	you.		The	Texas	State	Board	will	be	able	to	put	Super	Fund	
Dollars	 to	good	use	 for	projects	 as	 a	 result	of	diligent	 fund	 raising	
efforts.	(
	 Board	member,	Dale	Bounds,	has	again	done	a	super	job	of	putting	
our	Texas	NWTF	Newsletter	together.		In	fact,	we	have	come	to	take	
it	for	granted	that	we	will	have	a	super	newsletter	for	all	Texas	NWTF	
members.	Whether	we	like	 it	or	not,	 the	newsletter	 is	 the	only	way	
we	have	of	reaching	“all”	our	Texas	NWTF	members.	The	Board	has	
discussed	the	use	of	e-mail	as	a	delivery	method	for	our	newsletters	
but	the	membership	still	prefers	a	“hard”	copy	of	the	newsletter	to	an	
electronic	copy.		Chris	Womack	is	our	a	social	media	coordinator	on	
the	state	board	and	we	are	striving,	in	every	way	possible,	to	keep	our	
members	informed.				
ChanGinG OF The GuaRD
     It	has	been	my	honor	

to	 serve	 as	 President	
of	 the	 Texas	 State	
NWTF	 Board	 for	
the	 past	 four	 years.		
In	 January,	 I	 will	
be	 completing	 my	
second	two	year	term	
of	 office	 –	 which	
is	 allowed	 by	 our	
bylaws.	 	 I	 am	 very	
confident	 in	 the	
leadership	 ability	 of		
my	 successor,	 Craig		
White	of	Nacogdoches,	
TX.			Craig	was	elected	

as	President	Elect	of	 the	Texas	State	Board	at	 the	fall	board	meeting	
and	will	assume	the	position	of	president	at	the	January	16,	2016	board	
meeting	in	Fredericksburg.		Under	Craig’s	leadership	the	Nacogdoches	
NWTF	Chapter	(APRIL	AWOL)	has	become	one	of	the	top	chapters	in	
Texas	receiving	numerous	state	and	national	awards.		It	was	a	pleasure	
having	Craig	as	a	Texas	State	Chapter	Board	member.		I	will	continue	
to	serve	on	the	state	board	as	“Past	President”	and	look	forward	to	the	
continued	success	of	NWTF	activities	here	in	Texas.
	 In	 other	 action	 at	 the	 Fall	 State	Board	meeting,	 two	 new	Vice-
Presidents	were	elected.		Eddie	Hines	of	Brenham	was	elected	as	VP	
for	the	South	Texas	Region,	and	Tim	Webster	of	Rockwall	was	elected	
as	VP	for	North	and	Northeast	Texas.		Both	have	been	valuable	board	
members	for	some	time.		VP’s	Jason	McAnally	(Panhandle	and	West	
Texas)	and	Larry	Noble	 (East	Texas)	will	 continue	 to	 represent	 their	
respective	regions.			Lou	Von	Woglom	was	reelected	to	the	position	of	
board	secretary,	and	 	Jennifer	Barrow	was	 reelected	 to	serve	as	state	
treasurer	for	the	Texas	State	Chapter.

exCiTinG TiMeS 
– PaSSaGe OF “RiGhT TO hunT anD FiSh” aMenDMenT
	 These	are	exciting	times	for	all	Texas	hunters	and	fisherman	as	
well	as	for	NWTF.		Texas	now	has	the	constitutional	guarantee	of	the	
Right	to	Hunt	and	Fish	thanks	to	the	passage	of	Proposition	6	in	the	
November	election.	 	The	Texas	State	Chapter	donated	$10,000	to	a	
political	 action	 committee	 for	 use	 in	 promoting	 the	 passage	of	 this	
amendment.	 	 In	 addition,	 e-mail	 messages	 were	 sent	 to	 members	
encouraging	 them	 to	 vote	 in	 favor	 the	 measure.	 You	 would	 think	
that	in	Texas,	the	passage	of	this	amendment	would	be	a	sure	thing.		
However,	 NWTF,	 the	 NRA,	 Texas	 State	 Rifle	 Association,	 Texas	
Wildlife	Association,	 and	many	 other	wildlife/fishing	 organizations	
did	not	 take	passage	for	granted	and	worked	diligently	 to	 insure	 its	
passage.	 	 	 It	 is	worth	mentioning	 that	Texas	State	Chapter	Political	
Liaison,	Robert	Linder	was	serving	as	President	of	the	Texas	Outdoor	
Partners	(TOP)	and	was	also	heavily	involved	in	getting	Proposition	6	
on	the	ballot.	This	coalition	of	virtually	all	hunting,	fishing,	and	other	
outdoor	 organization	 across	 the	 state	makes	 up	 the	membership	 of	
TOP.		Special	thanks	to	them	as	well.
	 We	have	all	known	for	some	time	that	we	have	major	problems	
facing	our	future	hunters	and	the	management	of	our	wildlife	resources.		
NWTF	 has	 created	 a	 framework	 to	 address	 many	 of	 these	 issues	
through	 the	NWTF	 “Save	 the	Habitat	 –	 Save	 the	Hunt”	 initiative.		
Your	Texas	State	Board	and	our	wildlife	partners	put	together	a	great	
long	range	plan.			Save	the	Hunt	Coordinator,	Tony	Hawley	and	the	
entire	board	are	committed	to	this	program.		Members	are	encouraged	
to	report	mentored	hunting	activities	and	other	youth	related	hunting/
shooting	activities	to	Tony.		(See page 12)
	 For	 the	 second	 year	 in	 a	 row,	 the	Texas	 State	Board	 provided	
$12,500	 in	 grants	 to	 assist	 25	 school	 districts	 in	 implementing	 the	
Outdoor	Adventures	Program.	 	Kim	Potts	 is	 the	Texas	State	Board	
member	coordinating	this	program.		Feel	free	to	contact	Kim	if	you	
would	like	more	information	about	this	program.		It’s	a	great,	great	
program.

Continued on page 3
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	 In	June	2015	 the	Texas	State	NWTF	Board	voted	 to	support	
Houston	NWTF	Chapter	member	 Brandon	 Jacob	 on	 his	 plan	 to	
thru-hike	the	Appalachian	Trail	(AT)	during	the	2016	hiking	season.
	 The	AT	crosses	2,180	miles	of	terrain	from	Georgia	to	Maine	
and	 traverses	 some	 of	 the	most	 rugged	mountains	 in	 the	 eastern	
United	States.			A	thru-hike	of	the	AT	has	been	a	long-time	“bucket	
list”	item	for	Brandon	and	he	came	up	with	this	idea	to	raise	funds	
for	Eastern	Wild	Turkey	(EWT)	restoration	in	east	Texas	along	with	
accomplishing	this	life-time	goal.
	 According	 to	 Brandon,	 an	 AT	 thru-hike	 attempt	 has	 been	
something	he	has	looked	forward	to	since	he	was	in	his	late	twenties,	
but	has	always	looked	at	it	as	something	to	do	in	retirement.	“I	looked	
at	the	physical	challenge	of	walking	2,180	miles	and	I	felt	I	better	
do	it	now	when	I	still	have	the	ability	to	endure	the	hardships,”	said	
Brandon.		Brandon	turns	50	in	late	2016.		“I	feel	great	going	into	
this,	but	it	is	no	walk	in	the	park,”	says	Brandon,	“in	fact	statistics	
show	that	only	25%	of	the	approximate	2,000	people	attempting	a	
thru	hike	are	successful	each	year.”
	 Completing	 the	 thru-hike	would	 be	 a	 personal	 achievement.	
“When	I	started	planning	in	early	2015	I	thought	about	how	I	could	
make	this	journey	bigger	than	me,”	explains	Brandon,	“and	that	is	
when	 I	 thought	 about	 the	EWT.”	 	Brandon	hunts	 and	owns	 land	
in	Polk	County	and	like	many	NWTF	members	looks	forward	to	
regularly	hearing	 the	 thunder	of	 the	Eastern	Wild	Turkey	 in	East	
Texas.				
	 Brandon’s	thru-hike	is	scheduled	to	take	six	months.		
He	is	starting	in	early	April.		Brandon	explained	that	his	April	start	
was	 planned	 around	 sneaking	 in	 one	 Spring	 Rio-Grande	Turkey	
hunt	before	he	heads	to	Georgia.		“Many	thru-hikers	start	in	March”	
explains	Brandon,	“I	figured	I	can	avoid	a	few	weeks	of	very	cold	
weather	in	the	Georgia	Mountains	and	also	get	in	one	turkey	hunt,	
so	I	went	for	an	early	April	start	date.”			If	everything	goes	to	plan,	
he	should	be	reaching	the	summit	of	Mount	Katahdin	in	Maine	in	
late	September.

	 The	EWT	fundraiser	is	
based	on	a	pledge	for	every	
mile	Brandon	walks	with	a	
goal	to	finish	all	2,180	of	the	
AT	miles.	 	So	far	members	
of	 the	 Houston	 Chapter	
have	made	pledges	ranging	
from	 .05	 and	 up.	 	 “There	
is	 no	 minimum,”	 explains	
Brandon.	“I	hope	to	receive	
support	from	as	many	people	
as	possible.”		Similar	to	the	
hike,	the	pledge	goal	is	big.		
Brandon	is	seeking	$50,000	
in	 total	 pledges	 however,	
as	 Brandon	 explained,	 if	
we	 are	 able	 to	muster	 230	
pledges	 who	 pledge	 on	
average	$.10	a	mile	we	are	
there!	 	 The	 collection	 of	
pledges	is	off	to	a	good	start	
with	over	$7,000	already!

A Plan To Raise Dollars for Eastern Wild Turkey 
Stocking in Texas
By Brandon Jacob

Continued on page 14

Left: North Carolina Highland 
meadow along the 2,180 mile 
Appalachian Trail which 
wanders the ridge tops from 
Maine to Georgia

Below: SFASU Researchers 
releasing Eastern Wild Turkey 
hen (EWT) fitted with GPS 
Backpack transmitter to study 
movement and habitat use by 
translocated EWT.

Photo Credit: Richard Moran

Photo Credit: Texas Parks and Wildlife 
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					One	of	the	best	friends	that	Texas	NWTF	has	is	Mr.	Simon	Winston	from	the	Lufkin	area.	
We	have	held	our	State	Board	meetings	on	Mr.	Winston’s	ranch	and	he	has		been	a	
partner	with	the	TPWD	and	NWTF	in	a	nesting	study		involving	the	wild	turkey	.		Also	Mr.		
Winston	helped	us	with	our	license	plate	push	for	the	NWTF.		He	has	shown	his	love	for	the	
wild	turkey	with	his	embracing	of	the	re-stocking	of	the	Eastern	Species	into	Texas.		He	has	
been	an	outstanding	friend	for	all	of	us	in	NWTF	here	in	Texas.	
					In	early	November	he	announced	his	intentions	for	entering	the	race	for	the	U.S.	Congress.	
He	would	seek	the	position	in	Texas’s	first	Congressional	District	which	is		presently	held	by	
Rep.	Louis	Gohmert	of	Tyler,	Texas.
			Simon	Winston	has		been	a	successful	rancher	in	Angelina	and	Nacogdoches	counties
for	many	years	 in	 the	cattle	and	 the	 lumber	business.	 	He	 	 is	a	 	Lifetime	member	of	 the	
Houston	Livestock	show	and	Rodeo.		He	is	a	Diamond	Patron	of	the	National	Wild	Turkey	
Federation		and	a	member	of	Texas	Wildlife	Assn.			Simon	belongs	to	the	NRA,	the	Lufkin	
Lions	Club	and	is	a	member	of	Kelty’s	First	Methodist	Church.		He	is	also	a	member	of	the	
PINES	Gun	Club.
	 In	2014	Mr.	Winston	was	the	recipient	of	TPWD’s	Lone	Star	Land	Steward	Awards	
statewide	recognition,	better	known	as	the	Leopold	Conservation	Award,	given	in	conjunction	
with	the	Sand	County	Foundation	for	exemplary	land	stewardship.	He	is	a	true	lover	of	the	
land	and	the	wildlife	that	resides	in	that	habitat.	
	 Simon	Winston	hopes	to	bring	East	Texas	back	to	the	forefront	of	the	Texas	political	
world.	 	Although	 there	 isn’t	 an	election	until	next	March,	 it	 is	good	 to	 see	our	 friend	 in	
NWTF	stepping	up	to	look	out	for	his	section	of	Texas—especially	in	the	heart	of	the	Texas	
homeland	of	the	Eastern	Wild	Turkey.		We	wish	him	the	very	best	in	his	endeavor.

Bob	Linder

Continued from page 1

NWTF Supporter Runs for Congress

TexaS nWTF aWaRDS & ReCOGniTiOn evenT 
– CaSinO niGhT 
					Please	consider	this	a	personal	invitation	to	attend	the	Texas	State	
Awards	and	Recognition	Event,	January	16,	2016	in	Fredericksburg,	
Texas.	 	Your	Texas	State	Board	chose	to	go	back	to	Fredericksburg	
again	 this	 year.	 	 Everyone	 that	 attended	 the	 event	 last	 year	 had	 a	
super	time,	so	to	apply	an	old	adage	“If	it	ain’t	broke	–	don’t	fix	it!”	
We	are	again	planning	to	have	a	“Casino	Night”	in	conjunction	with	
the	awards	program,	 so	everyone	 is	guaranteed	 to	have	 fun.	 	More	
information	 about	 the	 event	 can	 be	 found	 later	 in	 the	 newsletter.		
Advance	registrations	will	greatly	assist	us	in	making	meal	plans	for	
the	event.			You	won’t	want	to	miss	it!		Ask	anyone	who	attended	last	
year!	(See	inside	front	cover)
2015 TexaS WilDliFe OFFiCeR OF The YeaR
	 	 	 	 	Each	year	 the	Texas	State	Chapter	recognizes	one	of	our	Texas	
Game	Wardens	 for	 their	 case	 involvement	 and	 investigative	 skills,	
public	relations,	attitude	and	enthusiasm.	Warden	William	E.	Powell	
of	Burkeville	has	been	selected	to	receive	this	recognition.			Warden	
Powell	has	provided	leadership	in	Newton	County	in	taking	care	of	
landowner	and	stakeholder	needs	and	has	introduced	many	youth	to	
the	joy	of	hunting	and	fishing.		We	congratulate	Ellis	and	look	forward	
to	his	being	able	to	attend	the	Texas	Awards	program	in	January.		He	
will	 also	be	 considered	 for	National	NWTF	Wildlife	Officer	of	 the	
year	during	the	National	Convention,	Feb.	10-16,	2016	in	Nashville.		
You	can	read	more	about	Ellis	and	his	accomplishments	in	a	separate	
article	in	this	newsletter.	
nWTF BOaRD OF DiReCTORS eleCTiOnS  
					As	NWTF	members,	we	have	the	opportunity	to	vote	for	individuals	
who	serve	on	the	National	NWTF	Board	of	Directors.	 	The	official	
ballot	 and	 biographical	 information	 is	 included	 in	 the	 November	
/	 December	 issue	 of	 the	 Turkey	 Country	 Magazine.	 	 Please	 take	
advantage	of	your	opportunity	to	vote.

nWTF COnvenTiOn anD SPORTS 
ShOW – FeB. 10-16, 2016

     If	 you	 have	 never	 attended	 the	 NWTF	
Convention	 in	 the	 Opryland	 Hotel,	
Nashville,	 I	would	 encourage	 you	 to	 do	
so.	 	This	is	wonderful	opportunity	to	get	

your	NWTF	battery	 recharged.	Mailers	will	be	going	out	 soon	and	
additional	convention	information	on	page	18	of	this	newsletter.
in ClOSinG…. a ChallenGe
					The	Texas	State	Board	continues	to	look	for	ways	to	help	NWTF	
grow	 in	Texas.	 	We	 need	 new	 chapters	where	 there	 are	 none,	 and	
volunteers	are	always	needed	to	serve	in	new	and	existing	chapters.		
If	you	are	not	already	involved	in	a	chapter	or	want	to	help	organize	a	
chapter	in	your	home	town,	please	contact	a	state	board	members	or	
one	of	our	RD’s.			Contact	information	can	be	found	on	the	back	page	
of	this	newsletter.	
						But	back	to	my	challenge	to	help	NWTF	grow	in	Texas.		I	challenge	
each	existing	Texas	NWTF	member	to	recruit	at	least	one	new	NWTF	
member.		This	alone,	will	make	a	huge	difference	in	what	NWTF	can	
accomplish	here	in	Texas.	
 May the simple joys of the season be yours now and throughout 
the New Year.

G.	R.	(Dick)	McCarver
President,	Texas	State	Chapter	-	NWTF
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Save the Habitat ... East Texas Regional Biologist Report
By Dan Johnson
East Texas Regional Biologist
(406) 239-6454 ● djohnson@nwtf.net

_̂

_̂!(

!(

!(

_̂

!(

!(

!(

!(

_̂Neches River
Priority Area

Sulphur River Priority Area

9

7

3

2

4

1

6

5

8

10

11

Houston

Texas City

Baytown

Tyler

Paris

Beaumont

Pearland

Conroe

Longview

Lufkin

Huntsville

College Station

Texarkana

Sugar Land
Missouri City

Nacogdoches

§̈¦30

§̈¦10

§̈¦20

§̈¦45

§̈¦10

Source: US National Park Service

_̂

_̂

_̂

_̂

Neches
River

Refuge

Davy
Crockett
Ntl. For.

Angelina
National Forest

Neches River
Priority Area

Lufkin

Palestine

Rusk

Jacksonville

Crockett

Livingston

Diboll

Onalaska

Trinity

Alto

Wells

Groveton

Huntington

Corrigan

Grapeland

Elkhart

Colmesneil

Lovelady ¬«94

¬«7

¬«19

¬«110

¬«294

¬«147

¬«63

¬«103

¬«155

¬«19

¬«19

¬«7

¬«19

£¤69

£¤190

£¤59

£¤175

N
ec

he
s 

R
iv

er

Piney Creek

Bo
w

le
s 

C
re

ek

Cochino Bayou

San Pedro Creek

Big Sandy Creek

Alabama Creek

Angelina R
iver

Hackberry Creek

Hickory Creek

M
en

ar
d 

C
re

ek

Lynch Creek

Sandy Creek

Neches RiverNeches River

Piney Creek

Neches River

9

8

10

11

Lake Livingston

Sam Rayburn Reservoir

"

LA

AROK

TX

MS

Eastern Wild Turkey
Distribution

Sulphur River
Priority Area

Neches River
Priority Area

Gulf of Mexico

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Eastern Wild Turkey Stocking Program

The maps and map data are provided "as-is" and are not legal surveys or legal descriptions.  The developer of this figure
explicitly disclaims any representations and warranties as to the accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of maps and data.

Date Compiled
October 16, 2015

Base Maps and Data Derived
From Public and Private Sources

1 in = 15 miles

Label Site Stocking Year
1 Bobcat Ridge 2007
2 Lower Trinity 2007
3 Winston 8 2007
4 Lake Creek 2008
5 Catfish Creek 2014
6 Oak Hill 2014
7 Gus Engeling WMA 2014
8 White Rock 2015/2016
9 Angelina NF 2016

10 Bull Creek/Coon Pond 2016
11 Brushy Creek 2016

Eastern Wild Turkey Stocking Locations

On	 far	 more	 than	 one	 occasion	 I	 have	
been	asked	by	my	colleagues	if	my	new	
position	was	causing	me	 to	“drink	 from	
the	firehose.”		True	to	the	statement,	my	
short	 tenure	here	with	 the	NWTF	as	 the	
Regional	Biologist	for	the	eastern	half	of	
Texas	 has	 truly	 been	 characterized	 by	 a	
whirlwind	of	activity.		

 Since	 joining	 in	August	of	2015,	 I	have	
had	 the	 privilege	 of	 becoming	 involved	
with	numerous	partnerships	and	working	

groups	 including	 the	 Northeast	 Texas	 Conservation	 Delivery	
Network,	 Texas	 Longleaf	 Implementation	 Team,	 the	 Grassland	
Restoration	 Incentive	 Program,	 a	 Joint	 Chiefs’	 programmatic	
partnership,	and	stewardship	and	grant	projects	with	the	U.S.	Forest	
Service,	 Texas	 Parks	 &	Wildlife,	 and	 the	 U.S.	 Fish	 and	Wildlife	
Service.	 	My	 territory	 covers	 half	 of	 the	 State	 from	 Interstate	 35	
east	 and	 I	 have	 also	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 help	 direct	 individual	
landowners	in	this	region	to	the	appropriate	agency	partners	for	cost	

share	help	and	technical	assistance.
	 My	 family	and	 I	 are	 longtime	 residents	of	East	Texas;	 I	have	
been	here	since	2000	during	my	time	earning	my	Bachelors	of	
Science	in	Forest	Wildlife	Management	from	Stephen	F.	Austin	State	
University	in	Nacogdoches.		But	my	maternal	side	of	the	family	has	
been	here	much	longer,	coming	over	to	the	Lufkin	area	in	the	1830s.	
My	wife’s	 family	 has	 also	 been	 anchored	 in	East	Texas	 for	many	
generations	 resulting	 in	 a	 strong	 tie	 to	 the	 area	 and	 the	 lands	 on	
which	I	am	working.
	 I	have	spent	the	majority	of	my	career	in	the	private	environmental	
services	 sector	 and	 am	 extremely	 excited	 to	 have	 new	beginnings	
with	a	prestigious	non-profit	in	the	National	Wild	Turkey	Federation.		
I	am	still	feeling	my	way	through	my	roles	and	responsibilities	but	
would	ask	you	all	to	please	feel	free	to	contact	me	if	there	is	anything	
I	can	do	to	help	you	further	conservation	on	your	land	or	help	you	
understand	a	little	more	about	what	we	are	doing	at	NWTF	and	why.
	 I	look	forward	to	my	continued	work	in	eastern	Texas	and	hope	
to	meet	up	with	you	all	in	the	field!
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						 	 As	I	write	this,	we	may	have	experienced	too	much	of	a	good	
thing	for	wild	turkeys	in	Texas	this	year	with	continued	torrential	
rains	and	record	flooding	throughout	the	state!		Our	prayer	is	for	
the	safety	of	all	citizens,	including	each	of	you	and	your	families.		
If	 the	 El	Niño	weather	 effect	 holds	 as	 predicted,	we	may	 have	
record	production	of	ground-nesting	birds	in	Texas	during	2016,	
including	wild	turkeys!			

       nWTF’s Save the Habitat. Save The Hunt. -	 NWTF’s	
national	habitat	and	hunting	heritage	initiative	continues	to	move	
forward	in	the	Lone	Star	State	with	habitat	acres	accruing	in	some	
of	your	NWTF Focal Landscapes	and	beyond	from	west	to	east,	
and	north	to	south.		

       TPWD Game Bird Stamp Funds	 -	Work	 on	 the	 ground	
is	 completed	 and	 we	 spend	 $1,359,000	 in	 game	 bird	 stamp	
funds	 from	Texas	 Parks	&	Wildlife	 Department	 for	 big	 habitat	
initiatives.		See	the	related	feature	story	in	this	issue.	(See page 11)

      new $1 million dollar hazardous fuels grant on Caddo-
lBJ national Grasslands	 -	 National	 Wild	 Turkey	 Federation	

in	 Texas	 is	 the	 contractor	 of	 choice	 to	 put	 new	 money	 on	 the	
ground	 in	Wise	County	 (LBJ)	and	Fannin	County	 (Caddo)	over	
the	next	5	years	through	a	Challenge	Cost	Share	Agreement.		We	
are	thankful	for	this	opportunity	to	partner	with	them	and	proudly	
acknowledge	 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department again 
as	 an	 outstanding	 cooperator	 in	 providing	 Upland	 Game	 Bird	
Stamp	funds	to	restore	early	succession	habitat	on	LBJ	National	
Grasslands	during	2014	and	2015,	and	that	was	the	catalyst	for	all	
of	this	new	work	and	funding.		We	will	do	543 acres	of	work	on	
the	ground	in	the	new	federal	FY16	which	ends	on	September	30th,	
2016.		Stay	tuned!

       Final ramblings	 -	 I	always	offer	my	personal	 thanks	 to	all	
our	Texas	NWTF	staff,	state	board,	and	all	of	you	volunteers	for	
what	you	do	each	day	 to	 further	our	mission.	 	Without	you,	we	
would	not	have	an	NWTF.		If	any	of	you	members	have	questions	
for	me,	please	contact	me	at	gmiller@nwtf.net	and	806/655-9416	
(office)	and	we’ll	visit.		Until	next	time,	be	well,	be	safe,	and	good	
hunting!	

By Gene T. Miller
NWTF Regional Biologist

West Texas Regional Biologist Report

By Jason Hardin
903-322-2770
Jason.hardin@tpwd.texas.gov
  

WilDliFe haRveST SuRveY aPP
	 Mandatory	reporting	of	harvested	Eastern	
turkeys	has	been	a	requirement	since	1995.		
According	to	TPWD	regulation,	all	harvest-
ed	 Eastern	 wild	 turkeys	 must	 be	 reported	

within	24	hours	of	harvest.		These	harvest	reports	represent	the	best	
population	data	TPWD	has	for	monitoring	turkey	populations	in	east	
Texas.		
	 This	past	 spring,	 turkey	hunters	had	 the	option	 to	 report	 their	
harvest	 at	 one	 of	 TPWD’s	 traditional	 physical	 check	 stations,	
through	TPWD’s	My	Texas	Hunt	Harvest	App,	or	online	at	www.
tpwd.texas.gov/turkey.		Beginning	this	spring	however,	the	tradition-
al	check	stations	will	no	longer	be	open,	and	hunters	will	be	required	
to	report	their	harvested	turkey	online	or	through	the	My	Texas	Hunt	
Harvest	app.		Hunters	can	also	use	this	new	App	to	voluntarily	report	
harvest	of	any	resident	game	animal.		The	App	also	has	a	number	of	
other	features	hunters	will	find	useful.		Download	the	App	today	at	
the	App	Store	or	Google	Play.				
eaSTeRn TuRKeY ReSTORaTiOn COnTinueS
	 After	a	10	year	hiatus	from	Eastern	turkey	restoration	activities,	
TPWD	 reopened	 the	 Eastern	 turkey	 restoration	 program	 in	 2014.		
Over	the	past	two	winters,	TPWD	has	released	289	wild	turkeys	at	4	
sites	in	east	Texas.		TPWD	has	plans	to	release	another	280	turkeys	
this	winter,	completing	the	2015	restoration	efforts	and	at	three	addi-
tional	sites	in	Angelina,	Cherokee,	and	Anderson	Counties.		TPWD	
plans	to	continue	these	stocking	efforts	over	the	next	few	years.		
		 Interested	 in	pursuing	a	 turkey	restoration	effort	 in	your	area?		
Visit	 www.tpwd.texas.gov/turkey	 and	 review	 the	 Eastern	 Turkey	
Stocking	Fact	Sheet.		There	are	also	a	number	of	YouTube	videos	on	
this	site	describing	the	restoration	effort.	(See map on page 4)
 

SPRinG TuRKeY hunTinG FORCaST
	 Eastern	turkey	numbers	are	slowly	increasing	in	several	historic	
strongholds	in	east	Texas.		However,	there	is	still	room	for	consider-
able	growth.		TPWD	and	NWTF	are	promoting	habitat	management	
to	grow	existing	populations	with	on-the-ground	habitat	restoration	
and	management	to	support	sustainable	turkey	populations.		
	 Texas	 has	 approximately	 500,000	 Rios	 Grande	 wild	 turkeys,	
which	 is	 the	 highest	 number	 Rios	 in	 the	 country.	 	We	 also	 have	
the	highest	number	of	Rio	Grande	 turkey	hunters	 and	highest	Rio	
Grande	turkey	harvest.		Rio	Grande	turkey	numbers	fluctuate	heav-
ily	from	year	to	year	based	primarily	on	drought	and	rainfall	cycles.		
With	average	hatches	in	2013	and	2014,	hunters	can	expect	to	find	
a	decent	number	of	mature	gobblers	this	spring.		However,	there	are	
a	ton	of	jakes	across	the	Rio	Grande	range	due	to	excellent	winter	
and	spring	moisture	this	past	year.		Hunters	should	expect	jake	mobs	
across	the	Rio	Grande	range	this	coming	spring.		This	will	set	Texas	
up	for	some	great	hunting	over	the	next	two	years.						

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Report:

Photos Credit: David Bradford
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  We all know how important the work that our NWTF staff, 
volunteers and partners are doing. So many great things happening 
all over the state and country, from habitat improvements to turkey 
releases all ensuring the future of our hunting heritage. 
    As your states “Jakes Coordinator” I would like to challenge 
each chapter to consider putting on a “Jakes” event. This program 
is designed to get kids from in front of the TV and out into God’s 
great outdoors. So many kids do not have the resources to experience 
activities like shooting, fishing, archery, slingshoting, wildlife 
identification, dog training and many other activities.
    This is not about teaching our kids how to kill something. It’s about 
teaching them outdoor activities that some don’t even know exist. It’s 
about teaching them what guns are meant to be used for, not what the 
PlayStation, Xbox and media are teaching them. If we do not teach 
them, who will?

     We have 3 trailers set up to be a base to start a “Jakes” event 
scattered throughout the state at your disposal for use. Once you 
decide to do an event you will be amazed who will step up to be 
a part of the day with kids. Local gun clubs, archery shops, 4=H 
groups, and boy scouts are all great resources who most likely would 
love to be involved. There are also funds available to your chapter 
to fund the event as well as insurance provided to release property 
owners who allow you to do this. 
    This one day will touch your heart and soul from all the excitement 
and smiles you’ll see. It changes so many lives for the better and 
becomes one of most rewarding things you will ever do. Anyone 
interested please feel free to contact me to help you get started. Tim 
Webster 214-558-8592 timw_@live.com will be glad to help at the 
event if I am available.
                                                        

THE FUTURE FOR 
OUR HUNTING TRADITION…
By Tim Webster

 CONSIDER YOURSELF CHALLENGED
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Rocket-netting turkeys in north central Texas, and a brush line 
where 2 days before a nest had hatched, and then the rains came....

Research Update: 
Rio Grande Wild Turkey Research Update
By Dr. Bret Collier 
	 What	 a	 year	 for	 turkeys	 in	Texas.	 	 It	 rained	 at	 the	 right	 time	
(a	little	bit	 too	much	a	few	times)	creating	lots	of	successful	nests	
and	poult	flocks	for	 the	Aggie	turkey	crew	to	follow.	 	As	many	of	
you	know,	our	ongoing	research	in	Texas	is	looking	at	reproduction	
and	 survival	 of	 hens	 during	 the	 breeding	 season,	 as	 well	 as	 how	
hens	select	habitats	to	take	their	poults	too	after	hatching	so	we	can	
identify	what	 types	 of	management	 actions	 can	 be	 used	 to	 create	
more	habitat.	 	Now	 in	 the	5th	year	of	our	work	 in	Cross	Timbers	
region	of	 north	 central	Texas,	 in	 conjunction	with	 personnel	 from	
Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife	District	3.		
	 Texas	A&M	University	graduate	 student	Luke	Scroggs,	along	
with	 lead	 Texas	 Parks	 and	Wildlife	 biologists	 monitored	 70	 Rio	
Grande	wild	 turkeys	 in	 the	Cross	Timbers	 and	 Prairie	 ecoregions	
of	Texas.	We	deployed	65	GPS	units	on	Rio	Grande	wild	 turkeys	
at	five	 study	 locations	 (four	private	 ranches	and	 the	LBJ	National	
Grassland),	 tagging	 63	 females	 (adult	 and	 juvenile	 Rio	 Grande	
wild	 turkeys)	and	two	juvenile	male	Rio	Grande	wild	 turkeys.	We	
also	placed	eleven	VHF	transmitters	on	females	(adult/juvenile	Rio	
Grande	wild	 turkeys)	 and	 four	VHF	 transmitters	on	 juvenile	male	
Rio	Grande	wild	turkeys.	We	also	placed	leg	bands	only	on	multiple	
males	and	female	Rio	Grande	wild	turkeys.
	 As	I	write	this	update	and	look	at	the	numbers	from	the	last	5	
years	I	am	amazed	at	the	successes	we	have	had	so	far.		During	the	
course	of	the	last	5	seasons,	we	have	tagged	over	350	Rio	Grande	
wild	 turkeys,	deployed	over	150	GPS	units	 and	gathered	over	1.5	
million	 unique	 GPS	 locations,	 over	 10,000	 roost	 locations,	 and	
over	200	nest	locations.	This	season	we	began	monitoring	juvenile	
male	Rio	Grande	wild	turkey	in	an	attempt	to	better	age	them	based	
on	 physical	 characteristics.	 Targeted	 juvenile	 male	 turkeys	 are	
monitored	using	VHF	transmitters	and	or	leg	bands.	With	the	initial	
record	of	measurements	of	beard	length	and	spur	length	at	the	time	
of	capture	we	can	compare	with	measurements	taking	after	recapture	
or	harvest.	
	 The	National	Wild	Turkey	Federation,	in	conjunction	with	Texas	
Parks	and	Wildlife	has	conducted	over	1000	acres	of	habitat	work	on	
LBJ.	 In	expectation	of	 the	 removal	of	eastern	 red	cedar	and	other	
undesirable	woody	species,	Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife	has	extended	
our	project	at	LBJ	into	2017	to	evaluate	the	response	of	Rio	Grande	
wild	 turkeys	 to	habitat	management	activities.	During	 the	summer	
months	of	2014	and	2015,	we	collected	vegetation	 information	on	
locations	that	were	going	to	be	treated	(shredded,	cut	or	burned)	in	
the	fall	and	we	are	very	excited	about	the	opportunity	for	this	large	
field	 experiment	 on	 how	 turkeys	 respond	 to	 habitat	 management.	
We	will	examine	the	change	for	the	last	year	in	summer	2016	along	
with	collecting	data	from	Rio	Grande	wild	turkey	use	of	these	treated	
areas.		
	 Finally,	 I	 have	 some	 really	 good	 news	 going	 forward	 for	 our	
NWTF	partners.		We	are	starting	several	new	Texas	turkey	research	
projects	all	funded	by	Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife.		First,	we	will	have	a	
new	Rio	Grande	wild	turkey	study	evaluating	survival,	reproduction,	
and	harvest	rates	in	TPWD	District	7	(Oak-Prairie	District),	a	new	
Eastern	wild	 turkey	study	 in	east	Texas	with	TPWD	collaborating	
with	 faculty	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Georgia	 and	 Louisiana	 State	
University	to	look	at	impacts	of	prescribed	burning	on	nesting	and	
movement	ecology,	and	a	statewide	banding	study	with	Texas	Parks	
and	Wildlife	focused	on	monitoring	survival,	harvest	rates,	and	
estimating	turkey	population	size.		Combined	with	our	ongoing	work	

in	Districts	3	and	4,	and	our	research	group	directing	some	upcoming	
experimental	restocking’s	in	east	Texas	in	2016	with	Texas	Parks	and	
Wildlife,	turkey	research	and	management	in	Texas	is	booming!

 
	 Overall,	it	has	been	an	exciting	time	for	the	research	and	habitat	
management	activities	that	the	TPWD	and	NWTF	supports	here	in	
Texas.		We	are	thrilled	to	continue	our	research	to	better	understand	
wild	turkeys	and	improve	habitat	for	future	generations.

Photo by David bradford
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Research Update: Eastern Wild Turkeys in the Pineywoods 
and Post Oak Savannah
By Dr. Chris Comer 

	 In	2014	and	2015,	eastern	wild	turkey	research	at	Stephen	F.	Austin	
State	 University	 continued	 at	 multiple	 sites	 in	 the	 Pineywoods	 and	
Post	Oak	Savannah.	 	The	 partnership	 between	SFA,	Texas	Parks	 and	
Wildlife	Department,	and	the	NWTF	began	in	2007	with	the	initiation	
of	superstocking	efforts	at	4	sites	in	the	region.		Based	on	encouraging	
results	from	these	initial	translocation	efforts,	TPWD	and	NWTF	decided	
to	continue	the	superstocking	program	beginning	in	January	2014.		That	
winter,	three	sites	were	each	stocked	with	80	eastern	wild	turkeys	(60	
hens	and	20	toms)	from	partners	in	multiple	states,	including	Alabama,	
Kansas,	Missouri,	South	Carolina,	Tennessee,	and	West	Virginia.		Sites	
included	 a	 public	 hunting	 area	 at	 Gus	 Engeling	WMA	 in	Anderson	
County,	 reclaimed	mine	 land	 in	 Rusk	 County,	 and	 a	 private	 coop	 in	
Henderson	 County	 that	 were	 selected	 based	 on	 a	 habitat	 suitability	
index	 (HSI)	 developed	 from	our	first	 research	project.	 	An	 additional	
private	coop	in	Trinity	County	was	stocked	in	2015.		In	conjunction	with	
TPWD	staff	from	the	Middle	Trinity	River	Ecosystem	Project,	District	
5,	and	District	6,	we	fitted	118	with	GPS	backpack	transmitters	to	study	
movements	 and	 habitat	 use	 for	 translocated	 turkeys.	 	 In	 addition,	we	
used	rocket	nets	to	capture	16	birds	at	a	private	coop	site	in	Anderson	
and	Cherokee	Counties	that	was	part	of	the	2007	superstocking	efforts.
	 In	 particular,	 earlier	 research	 by	 SFASU	 graduate	 student	
(and	 current	 statewide	 Turkey	 Biologist	 for	 Missouri	 Department	
of	 Conservation)	 Jason	 Isabelle	 indicated	 that	 poult	 mortality	 and	
availability	 of	 brooding	 habitat	 were	 important	 limiting	 factors	 for	
translocated	wild	 turkeys	 in	 east	Texas.	 	Therefore,	 our	 latest	 project	
focuses	on	these	movements	and	habitat	use	during	this	critical	period.			
SFASU	graduate	student	Kyle	Hand	is	examining	fine-scale	movements	
and	habitat	use	by	successful	and	unsuccessful	hens	during	the	nesting	
and	 brooding	 periods.	 	 In	 addition,	 he	 and	 his	 technicians	 have	 been	
collecting	insect	abundance	and	vegetation	data	to	evaluate	the	quality	
of	various	open	habitats	for	wild	turkey	brooding.		Fellow	student	Bryce	
Gerlach	is	studying	survival,	reproductive	success	and	nesting	ecology.		
	 In	 each	 year,	 intensive	monitoring	 of	wild	 turkey	 hens	 began	 in	
mid-March	to	capture	the	beginning	of	the	laying	and	nesting	periods.		
It	continued	into	late	July,	as	we	documented	nesting	attempts	by	hens	
as	 late	 as	mid-July	 on	 some	 sites.	 	Mortality	 of	 translocated	 turkeys	
has	been	variable	 (23-43%	in	 the	first	6	months)	but	generally	within	
expected	parameters.		Nesting	rate	has	been	high,	with	between	80%	and	
100%	of	hens	attempting	at	least	one	nest	in	the	summer	after	release.		
In	contrast	to	our	earlier	studies,	raw	nest	success	has	been	low	(<15%).		
As	 a	 result,	we	 have	 had	 a	 small	 number	 of	 broods	 for	 analysis,	 but	
these	broods	have	used	openings	and	roads	much	like	we	expected.		In	
addition	to	monitoring	turkeys	and	downloading	movement	data,	Kyle	
and	Bryce	spent	the	last	two	summers	counting	insects	and	measuring	
vegetation	 parameters	 on	 115	 openings	 that	 were	 potential	 brooding	
locations,	 and	 sampling	vegetation	 at	 40	nest	 sites	 over	five	different	
study	areas.
	 With	 planned	 translocations	 at	 up	 to	 four	 additional	 sites	 in	 the	
Pineywoods	 and	 Post	 Oak	 Savannah	 this	 season,	 we	 are	 hoping	 to	
continue	 collecting	 data	 on	 reproductive	 success,	 movements	 and	
habitat	use.		We	also	plan	to	return	to	selected	study	areas	and	recapture	
hens	 to	 determine	whether	 reproductive	 success	 improves	 the	 second	
year	after	release.		The	data	we	collect	will	be	used	to	refine	TPWD’s	
HSI	model	 for	 evaluating	 future	 superstocking	 sites	 and	 to	determine	
habitat	management	activities	that	could	improve	translocation	success.		
With	TPWD	and	NWTF	committed	to	the	future	of	eastern	wild	turkeys	
in	 Texas,	 it	 has	 been	 exciting	 to	 be	 at	 the	 forefront	 of	 this	 research	
activity	in	east	Texas.		Hopefully,	we	will	soon	see	increasing	hunting	
opportunity	in	this	region	as	well.		

Photos by Texas Parks and Wildlife 
(Jason Hardin or Corey Mason)
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Employees, volunteers and residents came together 
for the 13th Annual Bream Buster Challenge which 
was held at the Woodland Retreat on October 17th.   
In the past 13 years around 650 residents have partici-
pated in the event which includes fishing, music, art, 
hay rides, scavenger hunts, horse and buggy rides and 
more!   

Center Director, Gale Wasson attended and expressed 
appreciation to the Pineywoods NWTF for hosting the 
event along with the many volunteers and center em-
ployees. The retreat was well maintained, it was clean 
and well stocked, food was excellent, staff were great 
and volunteers were very helpful.  All the residents 
had a great time. 

Special Thanks to the following: 

The Pineywoods Wild Turkey Federation, Angelina 
Sabine National Forests Prevention Station, Boy 
Scouts, Kiwanis Club, Key Club and the individual vol-
unteers who all assisted in hosting a wonderful out-
door adventure. 

The Bream Buster fishing tourna-
ment was a huge success.  Pictured 
above (left to right):  Ronnie won 
first, Jackie received the second 
place ribbon and Boy Scout volun-
teer, Christopher came in third 
place.  Jackie also received a 1st 
place for most fish caught during the 
event. 

The	Bream	Buster	fishing	tournament	
was	a	huge	success.	Pictured	above	
(left	to	right):	Ronnie	won	first,	Jackie	
received	second	place	ribbon	and	Boy	
Scout	volunteer,	Christopher	came	in	
third	place.	Jackie	also	received	a	1st	
place	for	most	fish	caught	during	the	
event.	

national Wild turkey Federation

Employees,	volunteers	and	residents	came	together
for	the	13th	Annual	Bream	Buster	Challenge	which	
was	held	at	the	Woodland	Retreat	on	October	17th.	
In	the	past	13	years	around	650	residents	have	
participated	in	the	event	which	includes	fishing,	music,	
art,	hay	rides,	scavenger	hunts,	horse	and	buggy	rides	
and	more!

Center	Director,	Gale	Wasson	attend	and	expressed	
appreciation	to	the	Pineywoods	NWTF	for	hosting	
the	event	along	with	the	many	volunteers	and	center	
employees.	The	retreat	was	well	maintained,	it	was	
clean	and	well	stocked,	food	was	excellent,	staff	were	
great	and	volunteers	were	helpful.	All	the	residents	
had	a	great	time.

Special	Thanks	to	the	following:
The Pineywoods National Wild Turkey Federation, 
Angelina Sabine National Forests Prevention 
Station, Boy Scouts, Kiwanis Club, Key Club and the 
individual volunteers who all assisted in hosting a 
wonderful outdoor adventure.

By Lynn Hopper
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					Texas	Outdoor	Partners	(TOP)	had	a	very	busy	year	on	the	state	
political	scene.		For	example,	there	were	numerous	bills	filed	on	Texas	
wildlife,	 including	one	 returning	elk	 to	 the	status	of	a	game	animal	
and	 elk	 being	 accepted	 as	 indigenous	 to	 our	 state	which	 stalled	 in	
committee.		It	is	often	said	that	the	Capitol	has	its	own	magic.		Nothing	
ever	 surprises	 me;	 however,	 my	 work	 to	 represent	 the	 interests	 of	
National	 Wild	 Turkey	 Federation	 while	 currently	 serving	 as	 TOP	
President	was	a	great	learning	experience	for	me	in	political	savvy	and	
acumen,	something	we	sportsmen	often	avoid	in	deference	to	pursuing	
our	sport	 in	 the	outdoors	 that	we	love.	 	However,	being	tuned	in	to	
wildlife	politics	is	important	for	perpetuation	of	our	hunting	heritage…
somebody	has	to	do	it,	right?		We	must	be	proactive!	
					TOP	got	to	be	involved	in	three	main	issues	this	year.		First,	the	
discovery	 of	Chronic	Wasting	Disease	 (CWD)	 at	 a	 licensed	white-
tailed	deer	breeding	facility	in	Medina	County	which	resulted	in	much	
fervor	and	strong	exchanges	between	traditional	conservationists	(like	
members	of	the	National	Wild	Turkey	Federation	another	traditional	
conservation	groups	supporting	the	North	American	Model	of	Wildlife	
Conservation)	and	representatives	of	the	newly-created	deer	breeding	
industry	in	our	state.
	 	 	 	 	Then,	 there	was	 the	 introduction	of	 a	bill	 known	as	The	Right	
to	Hunt,	 Fish,	 and	Harvest	Wildlife	 in	Texas	which	 gave	way	 to	 a	
proposed	 constitutional	 amendment	 known	 as	 Proposition	 6.	 	 The	
National	 Wild	 Turkey	 Federation	 strongly	 supported	 passage,	 and	
contributed	a	total	of	$10,000	to	Texans	for	Hunting	&	Fishing	Rights	
to	 help	 elevate	 outreach	 efforts	 with	 our	 general	 citizenry	 prior	 to	
the	November	3rd	election.	 	That	effort	 in	collaboration	with	many	
other	state	and	national	conservation	groups	led	to	the	measure	being	
strongly	approved	by	voters	at	80%,	with	1¼	million	for	and	¼	against	
when	the	votes	were	tallied.		A	strong	message	from	Texas	sportsmen,	
but	also	a	wake-up	call	that	we	must	do	everything	possible	to	support	
traditional	wildlife	management	and	properly-regulated,	sustainable,	
consumptive	use	of	fish	and	wildlife	in	our	state.													
	 	 	 	 	Finally,	there	have	been	legal	actions	taken	against	Texas	Parks	
and	Wildlife	Department	and	some	of	its	administration	in	regard	to	
Interim	Rules	for	managing	deer	breeding	facilities	after	new	CWD	

occurrence,	challenging	the	legal	authority	of	the	Department	and	the	
Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife	Commission	to	manage	wildlife	resources	for	
the	citizens	of	Texas.		TOP	and	many	members,	including	the	National	
Wild	Turkey	Federation,	felt	 that	these	developments	threatened	the	
time-honored,	 effective	 system	of	wildlife	management	 in	our	 state	
and	 the	 country.	 	We	will	 remain	 vigilant	 in	monitoring	 such	 legal	
actions,	and	in	support	of	the	Department	and	Commission.		On	that	
note,	National	Wild	Turkey	Federation	(Texas	State	Chapter)	signed	a	
letter	of	support	to	that	effect.									
	 	 	 	 	My	tenure	is	now	over	as	President	of	TOP	and	I	will	return	to	
simply	being	our	Texas	NWTF	liaison	to	that	group.		Frankly,	I	would	
welcome	a	younger	Texas	NWTF	Board	member	to	join	with	me	for	a	
“shadowing”	internship	to	experience	being	actively	engaged	with	our	
state’s	key	conservationists,	and	with	the	intent	of	eventually	replacing	
me	at	a	later	date	with	the	blessings	of	our	Texas	NWTF	State	Board	
of	Directors.		Note:	Periodic	trips	to	Austin	for	meetings	with	TPWD	
and	other	conservation	groups	is	a	basic	requirement.		Please	contact	
me	 at	 830/693-9515	or	 rlinderhaus@aol.com	 if	 you	have	questions	
and	 serious	 interest	 in	 serving	Texas	wildlife	 resources,	 sportsmen,	
citizens,	and	 the	National	Wild	Turkey	Federation	 in	 this	 important	
task.		Thanksgiving	has	now	come	and	gone,	so	Merry	Christmas	to	
all,	save	travel,	and	good	hunting!

TOP
Texas OuTdOOr ParTners

Texas Outdoor Partners Update
By Dr. Robert Linder, Texas NWTF Political Liaison

Terry Turney – CWB - nWTF
Tx Private lands leasing Biologist
302	Oak	Ridge	•San	Marcos,	TX		78666
512-558-1971
tturney@nwtf.net

David Carter - nWTF
Tx Private lands leasing Biologist
5808	Fair	Hill	Dr.
Temple,	TX		76502
254-434-1225
dcarter@nwtf.net

Shawn Coleman – nWTF
Tx Private lands leasing Biologist
2615		112th.	St.	•Lubbock,	TX		79423
806-778-2214
scoleman@nwtf.net

Kyle Thigpen – TPWD
leasing Biologist, Private lands & Public hunting
12805	FM	2152,	Suite	106
College	Station,	TX		77845
(O)	979-696-4148	•	(M)	979-255-2761
kyle.thigpen@tpwd.texas.gov

If you know of Texas Private Land that
can be leased for Public Hunting, please contact:
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Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. 
in Texas with TWPD and Partners

By Gene T. Miller
NWTF Regional Biologist

This is an excerpt from our Final Report to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
on the LBJ National Grassland habitat restoration project with Upland Game 
Bird Stamp Fund Grant money.  In addition to this work, NWTF administered 
three other grants to restore grasslands within the Oaks & Prairies Joint Venture 
Region, to restore oak savannah habitat on Gus Engeling WMA, and to restore 
grasslands and quail/wild turkey habitat in Ellis and Navarro Counties, treating 
41,479 acres in four NWTF Focal Landscapes at a total cost of $1,359,000 for 
on-the ground work during 2014 and 2015.  Our expectation is that these types 
of collaborations will continue and grow larger in scope.  We thank each member 
and volunteer for giving of your time and resources so this important conservation 
work can happen…thank you!          

Overview
					During	the	grant	period,	National	Wild	Turkey	Federation	(NWTF)	disbursed	
$577,500	for	habitat	treatments	and	approved	archeological	clearance	work	to	
enable	early	succession	habitat	restoration	on	LBJ	National	Grassland	Units	
31/78	in	Wise	County,	located	on	the	southern	edge	of	our	Central Red River 
Focal Landscape.		A	total	of	1,287	acres	were	treated.		Of	that	total,	$24,383	
and	$56,675	was	paid	for	archeological	clearance	work	on	units	in	Wise	
County	and	Fannin	Counties	(Caddo	National	Grassland),	respectively,	per	
the	agreement.		We	used	$496,442	to	execute	shear-and-pile	and	mechanical	
mulching	as	the	main	practices	conducted	on	Units	31/78	to	enable	aggressive	
use	of	prescribed	fire	to	further	control	invasive	Eastern	red	cedar	and	to	
promote	brood	range	and	preferred	habitat	for	Northern	bobwhites	and	Rio	
Grande	wild	turkeys	on	the	LBJ.
leveraging Money and Partnerships
					Because	of	this	grant,	we	now	have	a	new	5	year,	$1	million	Challenge	Cost	
Share	Agreement	with	USDA	Forest	Service	(National	Forests	and	Grasslands	
in	Texas)	for	hazardous	fuels	reduction	work	on	both	units	of	the	Caddo-LBJ	
National	Grasslands	(C-LBJ).		We	are	assisting	the	Forest	Service	on	preparation	
of	a	comprehensive	stewardship	proposal	for	C-LBJ	in	collaboration	with	the	
Department,	and	the	Caddo	(eastern)	side	is	a	cooperative	Wildlife	Management	
Area	with	Eastern	wild	turkeys.		In	short,	habitat	restoration	efforts	on	these	
public	lands	have	been	exponentially	increased	to	benefit	early	succession	
habitat.		We	are	also	encouraging	the	Department	to	apply	for	Texas	NWTF	
super	Fund	projects	to	invoke	Pittman-Robertson	federal	aid	match	for	covering	
gaps	in	work	on	the	eastern	(Caddo)	side.												
habitat Benefits
					Invasive	plant	removal	as	part	of	oak	savannah	restoration	benefits	a	suite	
of	native	wildlife	in	Texas,	including	Northern	bobwhites	and	wild	turkeys.		For	
a	full	appreciation	of	National	Wild	Turkey	Federation’s	planned	approach	to	
habitat	restoration	in	concert	with	partners	in	landscapes	with	Texas	please	see	
http://www.nwtf.org/about/big-six	and	America’s	Great	Open	Spaces.
Measuring Success and Future Plans
					This	project	has	significantly	contributed	to	the	Texas	NWTF	State	Strategic	
Plan	goal	of	conserving/enhancing	47,000	acres	of	habitat	in	Texas	during	the	
first	three	years	(January	1st,	2014	-	December	31st,	2016)	within	identified	Focal	
Landscapes	as	part	of	our	Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt.	initiative.		Please	
see	http://www.nwtf.org/about/know-us.		Sample	projects	photos	are	included	
with	this	report	and	NWTF	gratefully	acknowledges	use	of	said	funds	to	help	
further	our	respective	missions.

 Mechanical mastication of fireguard to enable large scale Rx 
burning on LBJ National Grassland Units 31/78 in Wise County

Finished fireguard that will be maintained as dual purpose brood 
range and loafing habitat for Rio Grande wild turkeys.

Shear-and-pile of upland prairie on LBJ National 
Grassland Units 31/78 in Wise County

  Oak savannah on uplands of LBJ National Grassland where Eastern 
red cedar has been taken out by mastication as in top photo above.   
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HUNTER	  RECRUITMENT	  FORM…SAVE	  THE	  HABITAT,	  SAVE	  THE	  HUNT	  

Submitted	  by:	  ___________________________________	  Email:	  ________________________________	  

State	  ____________	  Chapter:_________________________	  Date:	  ______________________________	  

MENTORED	  HUNTS	  (please	  select	  one)	  ____State	  Agency	  learn	  to	  hunt	  program,	  ____Mentored	  new	  
hunter(s)	  or	  individual	  hunt,	  ____Mentored	  new	  hunter	  on	  a	  guided	  hunt	  	  Date	  of	  Hunt:	  ____________	  

Was	  the	  Hunt	  registered	  with	  the	  NWTF:	  ____	  Yes	  ____	  No	  	  	  	  	  	  Number	  of	  Hunters	  _________________	  

Cost	  of	  Hunt:	  ________	  Cost	  per	  Hunter:	  __________	  Amount	  Contributed:	  ______	  

Equals	  =	  Hunters	  Counted:	  _________________________	  

HUNTER	  EDUCATION	  

NWTF	  Volunteer	  Hunter	  Ed	  Instructor:	  ____________________________________	  

Email:	  ______________________________________________________________	  

Date	  of	  Hunter	  Education	  Class:	  ______	  Number	  of	  Graduates:	  ________________	  

RETURN	  FORM	  TO:	  Tony	  Hawley,	  404	  E.	  College,	  Fredericksburg,	  Texas,	  78624	  

Email:	  fb710@yahoo.com	  

	  

	  

 In 2013 your NWTF launched a program they named SAVE 
THE HABITAT-SAVE THE HUNT. Texas set a goal to recruit 
30,000 new hunters by December 2016. We need all of the adult 
5,250 Texas NWTF members to step up and help us capture the 
number of hunters that have been recruited.

OUR CHALLENGE TO YOU
 Tony Hawley fb710@yahoo.com our volunteer Save the Hunt 
Coordinator (STH) has provided a simple 1 page reporting form 
that we hope you will respond to him with your information. Tony 
will email you this reporting form upon your request.
 You can help us with this... all who reply to Tony with the 
information requested will have your name included for a turkey 
hunt in 2016, (Site and date to be determined).
 Take a youth hunter or hunter who has dropped out of hunting 
and you will qualify once you report it to Tony. Remember,we are 
5,250 members strong... if we all take this CHALLENGE,we can 
make a difference. Be a mentor,enjoy the rewards and satisfaction 
of mentoring a young turkey hunter. See Adam Huggin’s story on 
page 12 about his experience mentoring a young turkey hunter.

SAvE THE HUNT ...
How You Can Win a Rio Grande Turkey Hunt

CLIP & MAIL

Return Form to: Tony Hawley
3801 Meadow View, College Station, Texas 77845

email: fgb10@yahoo.com

Dewey Keller is Passing on the Hunting Tradition” with his best friend’s 
son, Brenton Tercero.The hunt was in the Sierra Blanca Range of New 
Mexico and was successful with a huge 5 x 5,1100 lb. Bull Elk harvested 
for the families to enjoy and make lifetime memories.

Photo by ben stanford

HUNTER	  RECRUITMENT	  FORM…SAVE	  THE	  HABITAT,	  SAVE	  THE	  HUNT	  

Submitted	  by:	  ___________________________________	  Email:	  ________________________________	  

State	  ____________	  Chapter:_________________________	  Date:	  ______________________________	  

MENTORED	  HUNTS	  (please	  select	  one)	  ____State	  Agency	  learn	  to	  hunt	  program,	  ____Mentored	  new	  
hunter(s)	  or	  individual	  hunt,	  ____Mentored	  new	  hunter	  on	  a	  guided	  hunt	  	  Date	  of	  Hunt:	  ____________	  

Was	  the	  Hunt	  registered	  with	  the	  NWTF:	  ____	  Yes	  ____	  No	  	  	  	  	  	  Number	  of	  Hunters	  _________________	  

Cost	  of	  Hunt:	  ________	  Cost	  per	  Hunter:	  __________	  Amount	  Contributed:	  ______	  

Equals	  =	  Hunters	  Counted:	  _________________________	  

HUNTER	  EDUCATION	  

NWTF	  Volunteer	  Hunter	  Ed	  Instructor:	  ____________________________________	  

Email:	  ______________________________________________________________	  

Date	  of	  Hunter	  Education	  Class:	  ______	  Number	  of	  Graduates:	  ________________	  

RETURN	  FORM	  TO:	  Tony	  Hawley,	  404	  E.	  College,	  Fredericksburg,	  Texas,	  78624	  

Email:	  fb710@yahoo.com	  
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Panhandle WMA’s and NWTF Partnership Projects
By Matt Poole

 For the past 10 years, National Wildlife Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) has partnered with Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s Matador Wildlife Management Area (WMA), 
on multiple habitat and infrastructure enhancement projects.  
The Matador WMA is located in Cottle County, north of 
Paducah, in the Texas panhandle.   The primary function of 
the WMA is to serve as a research and demonstration site for 
the Rolling Plains Ecosystem.  Public hunting is a secondary 
function of the WMA, but our goal is to provide high quality 
hunting opportunities to the general public.  National Wild 
Turkey Federation has been a valued partner in assisting the 
Matador WMA in achieving these goals.
 Initial NWTF funded projects were the purchase and 
installation of 3 - 750 gallon Guzzlers on the Matador WMA.  
Guzzlers were strategically placed in areas where habitat was 
ideal for nesting sites, but water was lacking.  Guzzlers are 
designed to capture, store and provide water to wildlife year 
round (depending on rainfall).  Cattle exclosures were built 
around guzzlers to deter cattle, but allow wildlife access by 
leaving a gap along the bottom portion of exclosure.  Trail 
cameras were used to monitor wildlife use and discovered Rio 
Grande Wild Turkey and other game and nongame wildlife 
species regularly use these throughout the seasons.
 

 

In 2008, 2012-2013 NWTF funded many upland restoration 
projects, on the Matador WMA. These projects focused on 
treating 752 acres of dense stands of sand shinnery oak with 
Spike 20P. This treatment improved perennial bunch grasses 
and forbs for nesting and brood rearing habitat for both upland 
game and nongame wildlife species. Converting these areas 
back to an open grassland/savannah matrix enabled WMA staff 
to utilize prescribed fire in these enhanced pastures, which had 
been lacking for many years.  The application of prescribed 
fire sets back plant succession to maintain and capitalize on 
NWTF’s investment in our habitat enhancement efforts.

Pre Spike 20P Treatment

Post Rx Burn 2015

Post Spike 20P and Fire Treatment

Continued on page 19
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Coming Together...Angelina Wheelin 
Sportsman Deer Hunt
By Craig White

 We began our annual Wheelin’ Sportsmen Event in 2009 with the help of several volunteers 
looking to make a difference in the lives of some hunters that don’t necessarily benefit from the same 
luxuries most of us do on a regular basis.  What started with a plan to feed and entertain 20+ hunters 
while treating them to a weekend of outdoor adventure has evolved into something that lasts for two 
days and is looked forward to for the next 363 days by everybody involved!  While we have new 
participants each year, many apply and participate annually and thoroughly enjoy their experience.  
 Diboll resident Eric Hardin, 26, has participated in our annual deer and hog hunt every year since 
it began and quite possibly is the most excited person on site each year.  Eric has harvested a deer 
three of the six years he has participated and is looking to add another one to his list this year.  When 
asked what he enjoyed the most about the hunt, Eric quickly replied “It gives me the freedom of being 
outdoors and a chance to meet new people and make friends.”  I couldn’t agree more with Eric’s 
reaction as I have had the opportunity to meet many new people and build some lasting relationships 
through this event alone.  Eric added that some his favorite parts of the hunt are having the opportunity 
to harvest a deer or hog and stock his freezer with some food for his family.  I have had the privilege 
of hunting next to Eric for the past few years, and I must say, his shooting capabilities match his sense 
of humor and keen witty personality.  Two years ago, I had the opportunity to sit elbow to elbow with 
Eric as I watched him harvest a mature doe at approximately 175 yards!!  At the time, I was unsure as 
to who was more excited!!  Eric closed by saying “I can’t say thank you enough to all of the volunteers 
who put this event on for the disabled hunters!  I appreciate y’all allowing me to come back and hunt 
year after year.”
 It’s truly and honor to be able to help host an event that has become such a huge part of so 
many lives.  The work that goes into coordinating this Wheelin’ Sportsmen Event is almost effortless 
because of the huge support system and numerous volunteers that are eager to help.  Special thanks to 
the April AWOL, Pineywoods, and SFA Gobbling Jacks NWTF Chapters, Texas State Chapter of the 
NWTF, US Forest Service and its employees, the Winston Family, Texas Parks and Wildlife, US Fish 
and Wildlife, SFA’s Wildlife Society and Society of American Foresters, and numerous sponsors.

How	will	 funds	 be	 leveraged?	 	As	 an	 example,	 Jason	Hardin,	TPWD	Wild	
Turkey	Project	Leader,	explained	that	the	Department	has	dedicated	$200,000	
in	Upland	Game	Bird	Stamp	dollars	for	this	coming	winter’s	restoration	efforts	
in	East	Texas.		If	Brandon	is	successful	in	reaching	his	goal,	a	whopping	4:1	
match	would	be	realized	based	on	a	like	amount	in	future	years!		That	is	$5.00	
for	EWT	restoration	costs	for	every	$1.00	pledged	that	would	aid	the	program	
in	subsequent	stockings	(winter	of	2016-17).

 We	 are	 asking	
NWTF	 Chapters	 and	
NWTF	 volunteers	 to	 pledge	
any	 amount	 per	 mile	 to	
support	 Brandon	 and	 the	
creative	and	challenging	effort	
to	support	the	EWT	in	Texas.	

Contributing	to	the	project	is	easy.	Pledges	can	be	made	by	either:
• Calling Carol Brown at (281-543-0185) and pledge by phone
• Pledge by email to turkeyhike@yahoo.com
Note	-	all	 that	 is	needed	is	your	full	name,	telephone	number,	email	address	
and	pledge	per	mile.	Pledge	dollars	will	be	collected	shortly	after	the	end	of	
the	hike.		All	pledgers	will	receive	a	notice	by	email	announcing	the	end	of	the	
hike	and	the	total	miles	completed.	Examples	below	are	based	on	completing	
the	2,180	miles:
	 Brandon	will	be	sending	out	an	email	 to	all	pledgers	updating	 them	of	
his	progress	and	to	 talk	a	 little	more	about	 turkeys	and	stuff.	 	He	expects	 to	
send	at	12	or	so	updates	at	certain	milestones	along	the	way.		In	addition	to	the	
emails	to	pledges,	Brandon	will	be	writing	entries	into	an	on-line	blog	along	
with	way	when	reception	permits.	 	The	blog	site	 is	already	established	with	
several	preparation	entries	already.		

	 The	blog	can	be	found	at	http://trailjournals.com/jakethefake
The aPPalaChian TRail
	 The	Appalachian	Trail	 (AT)	 is	 one	of	 the	 longest	 continuously	marked	
footpaths	 in	 the	 world,	 measuring	 roughly	 2,180	 miles	 in	 length.	 The	AT	
goes	 through	fourteen	states	along	 the	crests	and	valleys	of	 the	Appalachian	
Mountain	Range	from	the	southern	terminus	at	Springer	Mountain,	Georgia,	to	
the	Trail’s	northern	terminus	at	Katahdin,	Maine.	
	 Known	as	the	AT,	it	has	been	estimated	that	2-3	million	people	visit	the	
Trail	every	year	and	about	1,800–2,000	people	attempt	to	“thru-hike”	the	Trail.	
	 The	AT	was	completed	in	1937	and	is	a	unit	of	the	National	Park	System.	
The	AT	is	managed	under	a	unique	partnership	between	the	public	and	private	
sectors	 that	 includes,	 among	 others,	 the	 National	 Park	 Service	 (NPS),	 the	
USDA	Forest	Service	(USFS),	an	array	of	state	agencies,	the	Appalachian	Trail	
Conservancy,	and	31	local	Trail-maintaining	clubs.	
•  The	Trail	is	roughly	2,180	miles	long,	passing	through	14	states.
•  Thousands	of	volunteers	contribute	roughly	220,000	hours	to	the	A.T.	every	
year.	

•  More	than	250	three-sided	shelters	exist	along	the	Trail.	
•  Virginia	is	home	to	the	most	miles	of	the	Trail	(about	550),	while	West	Virginia	
is	home	to	the	least	(about	4).	

•  Maryland	and	West	Virginia	are	the	easiest	states	to	hike;	New	Hampshire	and	
Maine	are	the	hardest.	

•  The	total	elevation	gain	of	hiking	the	entire	A.T.	is	equivalent	to	climbing	Mt.	
Everest	16	times.	

•  1	in	4	who	attempt	a	thru-hike	successfully	completes	the	journey	
•  Most	 thru-hikers	walk	north,	 starting	 in	Georgia	 in	 spring	and	finishing	 in	
Maine	in	fall.

Continued from page 2

Per Mile Pledge Total Contribution

.05 $109.00

.10 $218.00

.15 $327.00

.20 $436.00

.25 $545.00
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National Wild Turkey Federation 
Texas Officer of the Year Nomination:
Officer William Ellis Powell

 

Ellis Powell is actively involved in his community, church and 
all activities involving the outdoors with a major emphasis on 
youth participation. Ellis routinely participates in numerous 
public programs throughout the year through local schools and 
civic organizations. Ellis has introduced many youth and young 
adults to hunting and fishing through Operation Outdoor events 
held each year. 
 Ellis has been choosen by our Divisions recruitment Directors 
to represent LE in our efforts to attract qualified candidates to a 
career in Wildlife Law Enforcement. Each year Ellis travels to 
Sam Houston and Stephen F. Austin State Universities to their 
Career Days for his endeavor.
 Ellis is assigned to Newton County which incorporates 
the southern end of the Sabine National Forest, Toledo Bend 
Reservoir and 120 miles of the Sabine River bordering Louisiana. 
Ellis has developed a relationship with the large hunting clubs 
bordering the Sabine National Forest through this relationship. 
This area has one of the largest populations of Eastern Turkey 
that has not only been maintained but is actually expanding. 
He has worked closely with these clubs creating a partnership 
resulting in violations being almost nil not only for the turkey 
hunting, but all other game as well. Ellis is routinely asked to 
assist these clubs not only violation issues but to assist with their 
management plan for both turkey and deer.
 

 His attitude is always displayed as positive. This has resulted 
in Ellis being one of the most productive officers in the District, 
not only in game and fish cases but with all aspects of law 
enforcement. He is constantly sought after to assist with cases 
not only by other Wardens but Local, State and Federal agencies. 
They all speak of his professionalism and his willingness and 
eargerness to help.
 Through Ellis’s attitude and the professionalism he brings 
with it, he has gained the support of the entire community of his 
assigned area. This support is not only as the “Game Warden” but 
as an all around Law Enforcement Officer.
 In this realm of work, Ellis stands head and shoulders above 
the rest through his skills as an interviewer. He has taken cases 
with nothing to go on and turned it into a confession with a 
conviction shortly following. Ellis is always working to improve 
his interview skills. He researches  case law constantly to hone 
his edge in this field.
 Ellis’s report writing skills and his case preperation for 
court is over and above the top. The Newton County D.A. Office 
uses his case reports to show other agencies how they should be 
prepared. His attention to detail and his chronological layout of 
cases have produced an outstanding conviction rate. As far as 
having to testify, most Defense Attorneys advise their client to 
plea out after reading Ellis’s case report.
 When given any assignment, there is no question that Ellis 
will complete the task and in all cases, those assignments exceed 
all expectations. Ellis continuously seeks ways to improve his 
work, either through the study of law, local judges and prosecutors 
take on the law or through communication with other officers to 
get their perspective on ways to complete a task. Through Ellis’s 
efforts to improve himself, it has made his decision making on all 
things unquestionable.
 In 2006, Ellis received a Directors Citation from the Louisiana 
Fish and Wildlife Department for his relief and aid of the victims 
of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. Ellis was also chosen as 
an original member of the Divisions Dive Team when it was 
formed. He has established himself in to a lead role with their 
deployments and training to maintain their certificates as Search 
and Rescue Divers.  He is their “go to guy” for Sonar operations. 
His understanding and capability to operate all equipment has 
greatly reduced the recovery time on drowning victims. 
 Ellis, through his dedication to the community he serves 
and his desire to bring fair and balanced enforcement to all, 
has earned enormous respect among the sportsmen and the law 
enforcement communities. His communication skills with the 
public and other officers have established his stature throughout 
both communities. Ellis brings a business-like approach to all 
aspects of his job that is similar to a salesman. He has a product, 
enforcement and management, not only of game and fish, but 
people management. He is able to apply his wares to both sides 
of the road; the users and the enforcement and they meet in the 
middle on common ground.
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	 We	pulled	off	another	awesome	year	for	
the	NWTF	Southern	Texas	region!	Summer	was	smoking	hot,	not	
only	with	record	temperatures	but	with	the	banquets,	WITO,	Jakes	
and	New	Hunter	events.			Special	kudos	to:		our	new	Blue	Bell	
and	Bluebonnets	chapter	in	Brenham	for	hosting	a	fantastic	first	
banquet	on	July	7th;		to	the	Ladies	of	the	Tri-County	Longbeards	
for	continuing	to	champion	our	WITO	efforts	through	a	series	
of	events	over	the	summer;		to	all	the	established	chapters	who	
rocked	the	NWTF	summer	with	banquets	(Southeast,	San	Jac,	
Deep	East,	Big	Thicket,	Harris	County);	and,	finally	to	our	Corpus	
Christi	volunteers	who	pulled	a	rabbit	out	of	their	hats	in	the	face	
of	adversity	to	hold	another	great	turkey	event.			Bottom	line,	even	
with	the	downturn	in	our	key	oil	economy,	together	we	stepped	it	
up	and	raised	more	money	for	the	mission	than	last	year!						
	 We	kicked	off	our	fall	with	the	Texas	A&M	chapter	holding	its	
first	(and	hopefully	annual)	New	Hunter	Sporting	Clays	and	Dove	
Shoot	on	October	10th	encouraging	college	students	to	take	up	our	
great	hunting	tradition.						This	event	was	made	possible	through	
the	support	of	our	special	Energy	for	Wildlife	fund	with	our	key	
sponsor	being	Anadarko	petroleum.					Our	new	hunters	received	
special	shooting	instruction	out	on	the	Gunsmoke	Shooting	Range	
in	Snook,	Texas.			Matt	Vaughan	and	his	crew	from	Complete	
Oilfield	Solutions	fired	up	the	big	smoker	trailer	and	cooked	up	a	
great	BBQ	lunch	before	more	clay	shooting	before	the	Dove	Hunt.				

The	only	problem	was	the	no	one	told	the	doves!			Shawn	Kelso,	
of	Lone	Star	Land	and	Sky	Outfitters	was	accommodating	and	we	
issued	“dove	checks”	so	the	participants	can	try	again	during	the	
late	dove	season.					
	 As	a	result	of	our	successful	event,	I	received	an	invitation	
to	give	a	lecture	at	TAMU	on	October	28th.			I	enjoyed	the	
opportunity	to	spread	the	word	of	our	success	and	the	importance	
of	hunters	to	conservation	to	a	great	group	of	students.				Let	
your	network	know	that	the	Aggie	NWTF	chapter	is	growing	and	
looking	for	more	members!
	 In	addition	to	assisting	existing	chapters	with	their	priorities,	I	
will	be	focusing	on	helping	folks	in	Giddings,	Victoria,	Columbus,	
the	Woodlands,	and	Rosenberg	get	new	chapters	going	this	winter.			
Please	contact	me	if	you	have	any	folks	who	might	be	interested	in	
helping	out!		
	 Have	a	great	hunting	season!	Get	out!	Deer	and	quail	reports	
are	looking	might	rosy	this	fall.	Save	the	Habitat,	Save	the	Hunt!!!

South Texas
Mike Shouse
Regional Director Southern Texas
(512)	966-9539
mshouse@nwtf.net
www.nwtf.org/texas/

Robbi vincent 
Regional Director - north Texas
national Wild Turkey Federation
401	N.	Carroll	ave.	Suite	127
Southlake,	Tx	76092
817-437-3014
rvincent@nwtf.net
www.nwtf.org/texas/

	 Great	job	NWTF	Texas!	You	have	done	some	incredible	things	
this	year.	We	have	put	some	very	good	dollars	on	the	ground!	
The	efforts	have	also	been	very	strong	in	creating	shooters,	and	
hunters.	The	volunteers	we	have	in	Texas	are	the	BEST!	As	we	
move	into	a	new	year	2016,	we	will	see	new	board	members	and	
more	great	leadership	coming	in.	For	those	that	their	term	on	the	
board	has	drawn	to	the	end,	I	say	THANK	YOU!	You	all	have	
done	everything	in	your	power	to	make	sure	the	vision	and	mission	
of	NWTF	and	NWTF	TEXAS	has	been	carried	out.	We	know	you	
will	stay	close	to	the	action!	As	we	look	at	the	new	roles	some	are	
taking,	I	would	like	to	challenge	everyone.	I	would	challenge	every	
NWTF	TEXAS	member	to	recruit	new	members.	We	need	the	
help	with	membership.	There	are	great	things	Texas	is	doing	and	
planning	to	do,	we	need	more	membership.	Membership	creates	
a	larger	louder	voice!	We	have	just	finished	up	with	helping	the	

“RIGHT	TO	HUNT”	vote.		We	were	successful!	THANK	YOU	TO	
EVERYONE	THAT	VOTED!		Membership	is	the	instant	voice	for	
these	issues	as	they	come	up.		Again,	Thank	you	to	every	NWTF	
TEXAS	member	and	volunteer,	We	could	not	do	anything	we	do	
without	you!

R.D. Robbie Vincent making a special presentation to Dr. Sam McManus at our 
2014 Texas State Awards Banque this past January.
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Marlaina Nixon (right) McKenna Nixon (middle) Maleigha Nixon (left) competed 
in the Texas State Open Championship and the Texas State Friction. I believe 
Marlaina is the first woman to hold the title of Texas State Champion. Marlaina 
won the Texas State Championship. She became the second woman to win the Texas 
State Friction. The first woman to do so was her younger sister, Mikayla Nixon, 
who won in 2011. Mikayla did not call this year because she was preparing for the 
birth of her daughter, Piper Christine Moore. The next generation of turkey callers.

Shaine nixon
Regional Director
east Texas nWTF
(903)	399-8450
snixon@nwtf.net
www.nwtf.org/texas/

East Texas 

	 As	I	write	this	the	rain	has	finally	arrived.		After	a	wet	spring,	we	
went	all	summer	in	a	heat	wave,	and	now	it’s	back	to	flooding.		My	yard	
is	completely	under	water.		I	hope	Jason	Harding	and	TPW	issued	life	
preservers	to	all	those	transplanted	turkeys	last	year.
With	the	end	of	the	year	upon	us,	this	is	my	chance	to	reflect	on	my	first	
year.		To	say	the	least,	it	has	been	very	challenging.		There	is	a	lot	going	
on	within	the	East	Texas	region	right	now,	and	it	is	extremely	positive.		
After	the	fall	board	meeting	and	listening	to	all	the	positive	things	that	
are	happening	right	now	and	seeing	how	much	of	that	is	a	direct	relation	
to	the	chapters	in	East	Texas,	one	has	to	have	a	positive	outlook	on	the	
future	of	NWTF	and	conservation.		
	 Two	events	that	I	want	to	highlight	were	the	WITO	events	held	by	
the	PIONEER	chapter	at	Wildcat	Creek	Hunting	Resort	in	Detroit	and	
the	NORTHEAST	TEXAS	chapter	held	at	Northeast	Texas	Community	
College.		Both	were	awesome	events	with	the	LADIES	enjoying	a	
great	day	outdoors.		A	special	thanks	to	all	of	those	who	helped	pull	
off	two	very	successful	events.		HIGHLITE	for	2016	–	Wildcat	Creek	
has	moved	their	date	to	OCT.	1,	2016	and	will	be	attended	by	The	First	
Lady	of	Hunting,	and	the	NWTF	National	Spokeswoman,	Ms.	Brenda	
Valentine.	Mark	your	calendar	ladies.		
	 Several	chapters	held	JAKES	events	toward	the	end	of	summer	and	
early	fall	including	April	AWOL	who	also	conducted	a	mentored	hunt	
in	conjunction	with	the	Pineywood	chapter	in	Lufkin.	The	Smith	county	
chapter	conducted	a	JAKES	event	along	with	a	KIWANAS	turkey	
shoot.			Special	thanks	to	all	who	helped	make	these	events	a	success.		
AJ	COOK	also	conducted	a	Hunter	Safety	course	in	Aug.,	Sept.,	and	
Oct.		He	had	an	opportunity	to	visit	with	many	first	time	hunters	and	
put	emphasis	on	participating	in	conservation	awareness	programs.		I	
hope	to	see	many	of	those	students	and	future	Jakes	events	and	Hunting	
Heritage	Banquets.
In	November	the	SFA	Gobbling	JACKS	held	their	second	banquet	
in	Nacogdoches,	Texas.		Working	with	college	chapters	is	extremely	
rewarding	and	a	little	challenging.		Working	around	students	schedules	
and	trying	to	coordinate	around	midterm	finals	was	a	learning	lesson.		
Thanks	to	Josh	Koenig	for	a	successful	event	and	for	serving	as	the	
chapter	President.		Josh	is	a	sophomore	at	SFA	and	stepped	in	under	
difficult	circumstances	and	did	a	great	job.		Special	thanks	to	Craig	
White	for	helping	coordinate	and	all	those	who	volunteered	their	time.		

 

JAKES shoot skeet at the September 6, Sabine National Forest Youth Dove Hunt.

Overall,	it	was	a	year	filled	with	learning	events	for	myself,	new	
committee	members,	and	all	those	who	participated	in	outreach	events.		
The	TEXAS	NWTF	is	moving	and	growing	every	day	and	EAST	
TEXAS	is	doing	a	great	job.		To	all	of	you	who	helped	this	year	be	a	
success,	Thank	YOU!	I	look	forward	to	what	2016	has	to	offer	and	the	
success	that	awaits	us.		
	 Have	a	great	hunting	season.		Take	time	to	enjoy	all	that	we	have	
and	share	that	with	someone	who	doesn’t	know	the	outdoor	lifestyle.		
Remember,	safety	first.
	 I	just	saw	two	gobblers	and	three	bucks	with	life	jackets	on	being	
towed	to	dry	ground	by	a	flock	of	wood	ducks.	Where’s	my	gun?	
																				SAVE	the	HABITAT.		SAVE	the	HUNT.
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Tyler Kirby
Regional Director 
W. Kansas/ W. Texas Panhandle
620-339-9026

   

 

	 The	Outdoor	Education	Program	is	off	to	a	great	start	again	this	
year	with	a	new	budget	for	the	2015-2016	school	year.	I	have	been	in	
education	for	more	than	23	years	and	never	would	have	believed	that	
an	organization	such	as	the	National	Wild	Turkey	Federation,	who’s	
primary	focus	is	on	conservation,	could	be	so	involved	and	dedicated	
to	providing	funds	to	help	educate	and	expose	kids	to	the	outdoors.	
	 The	Outdoor	 Education	 Program	 has	 a	wonderful	 curriculum	
packed	 with	 hands-on	 activities	 to	 get	 kids	 up	 and	 on	 their	 feet,	
not	only	to	allow	them	to	have	fun	while	learning,	but	to	also	teach	
them	life-long	skills.	 I	wish	all	kids	could	have	 the	opportunity	 to	
participate	 in	 the	OE	Program,	but	 also	 to	 experience	at	 least	one	
good	hunt.
	 There	are	times	when	I	just	wish	the	world	would	slow	down	and	
let	me	catch	up.	I	get	overwhelmed	at	times	with	trying	to	juggle	all	
of	my	different	responsibilities	and	when	I	think	I	am	at	a	breaking	
point	October	arrives	and	I	get	 to	sit	 in	my	deer	stand	and	admire	
God’s	 artistic	hand.	 I	 see	 the	 red,	gold,	 and	orange	 leaves	as	 they	
catch	the	early	morning	sun	and	show	off	their	beautiful	fall	colors.	
I	look	down	and	see	the	bright	green	figure	8	as	it	wraps	around	my	
tree	and	 then	makes	 its	way	around	my	deer	 feeder.	The	ryegrass,	
radishes,	and	crimson	clover	are	a	magnificent	contrast	to	the	fallen	
leaves	lying	on	the	ground	beneath	me.	I	have	only	seen	squirrels,	
birds,	and	two	groups	of	hogs	that	provided	me	no	shot	this	morning,	
but	I	don’t	care.	The	peace	that	I	feel	here,	sitting	on	the	side	of	this	

tree	with	my	 bow	 laying	 across	my	 lap	 and	my	 pen	 in	my	 hand,	
is	wonderful	and	makes	me	appreciate	my	right	to	hunt	more	than	
ever.	This	is	what	I	want	kids	to	experience.	There	is	a	place	where	
troubles	fade	away,	deadlines	are	put	on	hold,	and	stress	is	relieved	
and	 it	 is	 available	 to	everyone	as	 long	as	we	 respect	 it,	 protect	 it,	
and	make	time	to	enjoy	it.	I	am	going	to	borrow	my	favorite	quote	
from	Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife	and	wrap	up	by	saying,	“Life	Is	Better	
Outside!”

A. Dean Castillo representing the Cottonwood Creek NWTF Chapter 
donates $2,500 to Frisco ISD for their Outdoor Education Program, 

sponsored by the Texas State NWTF Chapter.

Kim Potts
Outdoor education Coordinator

    

 
It	has	been	exactly	a	year	since	
I	moved	west	and	started	to	
work	with	the	great	volunteers	
in	the	Texas	Panhandle.	All	
six	chapters	in	the	Panhandle	

are	still	active	and	will	be	having	fundraising	banquets	in	2016!	
Leading	the	way	will	be	the	Perryton	Stutters	on	March	12th	
followed	the	Canadian	River	Chapter	with	their	banquet	on	March	
19th.	
	 We	added	a	new	chapter	in	the	Panhandle	this	year	with	the	
West	Texas	NWTF	Chapter	in	Hereford,	TX.	The	chapter	is	led	by	
Glen	Kahlich	and	they	can’t	wait	to	build	off	of	their	successful	
event	in	October	for	an	even	better	event	in	2016!	

	 We	are	excited	to	announce	that	we	have	a	new	partner	in	
the	Panhandle	as	well!	There	will	be	the	NWTF	Night	with	the	
Amarillo	Venom	indoor	football	team	of	the	CIF	League	on	May	
7th	2016.	During	this	game	we	will	have	custom	NWTF	Camo	
jerseys	that	will	be	live	auctioned	after	the	game	and	we	will	have	
a	guns	and	gear	raffle	during	the	game.	This	event	will	be	a	great	
fundraiser	for	the	NWTF	but	also	give	us	some	much	needed	
marketing	in	the	Amarillo	metro	and	give	our	volunteers	in	the	
area	a	new	exciting	event	to	hang	their	hats	on!	We	had	very	good	
success	last	season	in	Kansas	doing	these	events	with	a	Hockey	
team,	Indoor	football	team	and	a	minor	league	baseball	team	and	I	
am	very	excited	to	bring	these	types	of	events	to	NWTF-Texas!!!
		 We	still	need	growth	in	the	Texas	Panhandle	so	if	there	are	
any	contacts	for	new	chapters	or	new	events	like	the	one	with	the	
Amarillo	Venom	please	contact	me	and	if	that	lead	turns	into	a	
successful	event	I	will	give	that	person	a	Yeti	Cooler!	Please	call	
Tyler	Kirby	620-339-9026!
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Additionally, from 2013-present, NWTF has continually 
funded riparian restoration projects along the Middle and 
South Pease Rivers on the Matador WMA.  These Super Fund 
Projects were matched 3:1 using Pitman Robertson Funds.  
Currently, this partnership has cleared 182 acres of dense 
stands of invasive species, via grubbing, from roost sites along 
these two rivers.  These efforts were followed with raking 
grubbed brush into piles, burning piles and then reseeding 
disturbed areas with a native seed mix.  Removal of invasive 
species and leaving desirable brush, along with enhancing the 
herbaceous component, improved nesting habitat for upland 
game birds as well as fawning cover for both white-tailed deer 
and mule deer.
 

 

 

 

 Because of NWTF’s 
continued support of 
these habitat enhancement 
efforts on the Matador 
WMA, we are able to 
host the Rio-Grande Wild 
Turkey hunt portion of the 
Big Time Texas Upland 
Game Bird Hunt offered 
through TPWD’s public 
hunting program.  Each 
year a lucky winner is 
selected for a guided 
turkey hunt on the WMA. 

Continued from page 13
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Terry Turney – CWB - nWTF
Tx Private lands leasing Biologist
302	Oak	Ridge	•San	Marcos,	TX		78666
512-558-1971
tturney@nwtf.net

	 Well,	I’m	not	going	to	say	we’ve	had	enough	rain	but	wow	two	
100	year	floods	back	 to	back!	And	 it’s	 raining	as	 I’m	writing	 this	
note!	 Seasons	 are	 open	 here	 in	Texas	 or	will	 be	 soon	 if	 you’re	 a	
woodcock	or	pheasant	chaser,	and	I	hope	everyone	is	getting	out	in	
the	field	enjoying	the	fruits	of	all	this	rain.	
	 We	 three	 leasing	 biologists	 ended	 this	 last	 leasing	 cycle	with	
24	leases	totaling	7,222	acres	across	the	State	for	public	access.	The	
emphasis	 of	 TPWD’s	 Public	 Hunting	 Program	 is	 dove	 fields	 and	
dove	 hunting,	 but	 purchasers	 of	 the	 $48.00	 permit	 have	 access	 to	
every	game	species	in	Texas	plus	lots	of	other	outdoor	activities	from	
bird	watching,	kayaking,	river	access,	to	catching	frogs	for	a	mess	
of	fried	frog	legs!	The	annual	hunt	permit	is	the	best	deal	going	for	
access	the	outdoors	across	Texas	and	you	can	buy	it	everywhere	you	
buy	your	hunting	license.	
	 Once	 again,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 the	 NWTF	 State	 Board,	
NWTF	staff,	and	all	the	members	of	NWTF	across	the	State	for	your	
support	and	assistance	to	us	as	we	work	towards	the	goals	of	Save	
the	Habitat,	Save	the	Hunt	and	all	that	NWTF	stands	for!	Please	let	
us	know	if	you	need	our	assistance	out	in	the	field	or	if	you’ve	got	a	
lead	on	property	we	might	lease.	We	promise	not	to	take	your	“honey	
hole”	but	 there	might	be	access	 to	a	species	or	activity	you’re	not	
interested	in	taking	advantage	of	that	others	may.	
	 Safe	travels	to	all,	enjoy	the	holidays	and	get	outdoors!	

•  Sport Show (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) featuring over 750 
booths with the latest in hunting gear

•  Family Adventure Village: hands-on activities for the entire family
•   Entertainment by Street Corner Symphony, Dueling Pianos 

International and country music artist Sara Evans 

We’re taking the biggest party of convention - the Wednesday night 
Early Bird Social - to the Wildhorse Saloon in Downtown Nashville! 

N A T I O N A L  W I L D  T U R K E Y  F E D E R A T I O N

FEBRUARY 11-14, 2016

HOTEL BLOCK NOW OPEN!
Book a reservation at the beautiful Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center in Nashville, Tennessee 
Block will be released Jan. 17. Call (877) 491-7397 or book online at NWTF.org/convention.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!  NWTF.ORG/CONVENTION

SARA 
EVANS

Award winning 
country music 

artist

TENNESSEE

SEMINARS BY TV CELEBRITIESRAFFLESLIVEAUCTIONS  
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Greetings Everyone: 
  The holidays are quickly approaching as well as the end 
of 2015.  Women are all in the middle of the seemingly endless 
activities that define the “season”. Please take a minute and read 
about a program that is designed especially for you – “a ladies’ day 
out”- called a Women in the Outdoors event.  It is basically a day 
filled with fun classes, food, shopping, games and prizes.  Think 
about how a “day off to play” would be welcomed as you read how 
the success of an event is measured. Maybe you will be “nudged” 
into attending one.  
 The Women in the Outdoors Program Events were very 
successful this year in Texas.  How successful? One measure of 
success of an event is to fill in those blanks on NWTF’s Banquet 
Reporting form (which is also used for WITO events).  It wants to 
know all sorts of numbers: dollars generated through donations, 
underwriting, memberships, sales, and raffles. The Report also 
asks about the number of participants and volunteers. The answers 
requested are all numbers which is how National Headquarters 
measures the success of a Women in the Outdoors event. “It’s all 
spelled out on paper.”  

 BUT does The Report ask about the amount of laughter heard 
throughout the day or the number of the smiling faces seen on the 
participants and volunteers?  How does one show how “pumped 
up” a gal feels when she shoots a gun or bow for the first time and 
hits her target or sees it explode?  At my event, we had a 50 caliber 
rifle available for the ladies to shoot.  Talk about an “over the top” 
feeling after pulling the trigger! 
 The Report never asks how many friends were made that day 
or how did you feel when you created an item in the blacksmithing 
or welding class or cooked a dish in a cast iron pot?  How about: 
“What kind of learning will you pass on to others or apply when 
you get home?” The Report does not ask any of these questions.  
How can a gal find out about the laughter, smiles, new friends, 
learning skills and much more?  There is only one answer and that 
is:  “You just have to be there.”  
  Yes, the success of the NWTF Women in the Outdoors Events 
can be measured in several ways, and YOU are invited to join in 
on the fun in 2016!  Mark your new calendars with these dates and 
make plans to attend any or all of the following events. 

How Do We Measure Success?
By Dorothy McCarver, State Volunteer WITO Coordinator

2015 Women in the Outdoors 
Event Schedule – Texas

Paso Del Norte Chapter WITO:  April 18th
Ft. Bliss Rod and Gun Club, El Paso, TX
Contact: George Foret – 915-532-8081,   
George@foretco.com

Pioneer Chapter WITO:  May 9th
Wildcat Creek Quail Hunting, Detroit, TX 
Contact: Evonne Parker - 903-674-6121

Pineywoods Chapter WITO:  June 14th (tentative)
Lufkin, TX
Contact: Kitty Bounds - 936-635-8227
dalebounds9@gmail.com

Tri-County Longbeards Chapter WITO:  June 13th 
Jack Hilliard Ranch, Buckholts, TX
Contact: Monica Sobotka - sobotkm@yahoo.com

Northeast Texas Chapter WITO:  Oct. 3rd
Northeast Texas Community College  Ag. Complex 
- Mt. Pleasant, TX
Contact: Dorothy McCarver – 903-577-2674   
dorothy.mccarver@yahoo.com



Texas State Chapter
National Wild Turkey Federation
206 Rosedale
Lufkin, Texas 75901

NonProfit
Organization

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Lufkin, Texas
PERMIT #230

Robert linder
Past President
Texas Political liaison
3302	Vista	Lane
Marble	Falls,	Texas	78654
(h)	830-693-9515	•	(c)	713-825-0425
rlinderhaus@aol.com

Dale Bounds
Past President
Texas State nWTF newsletter editor 
206	Rosedale	Drive
Lufkin,	Texas	75901
936-635-2116
dalebounds9@gmail.com

T. W. Garrett
Scholarship Coordinator
8015	Plum	Grove	Road
Cleveland,	Texas	77327
281-399-0822
twghcg@aol.com

Dorothy McCarver
Women in the Outdoors Coordinator
425	Tennison	Road
Mt.	Pleasant,	Texas	75455
(h)	903-717-8670	•	(c)	903-577-2674
dorothy.mccarver@yahoo.com

Kim Potts
Outdoor ed. Coordinator
7623	FM	514
Emory,	Texas	75440
903-348-1845
kpotts@reg8.net

Chris Womack
Facebook Coordinator
129	Birdsong	Ln.
Terrell,	Texas	75160
972-965-7768
w2cmack@hotmail.com

a. Dean Castillo
6136	Frisco	Square	Blvd.,	Suite	400
Frisco,	Texas	75034
469-525-6551
adcibt@aol.com

a. J. Cook
1293	County	Road	306	D
Henderson,	Texas	75654
(h)	903-539-1505	•	(c)	903-595-4567
aj.cook@att.net

Mike Fuller
2010	East	Jackson	Street
Paris,	Texas	75460
903-737-1987
dudney1968@gmail.com

aubrey luce
265	Sloan
Lufkin,	Texas	75901
936-414-5368
a-sluce@consolidated.net

Dr. Sam McManus
203	Cove	Creek	Lane
Houston,	Texas	77042
713-785-0257
samPM@sbcglobal.net

Stuart McManus
PO	Box	8818
Spring,	TX	77387
281-684-3584
smcmanus@tejasre.com

norm Wade
4902	Connorvale	Rd
Houston,	Texas		77039
713-859-8136
lastofmochians@yahoo.com

Tony hawley 
Save the hunt Coordinator
3801	Meadow	View
College	Station,	Texas	77845
830-889-5819
Fbg710@yahoo.com
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Robbi vincent - nWTF
Regional Director - north Tx
401	N.	Carroll	Ave.	•	Southlake,	TX	76092
817-437-3014	•	rvincent@nwtf.net

Mike Shouse - nWTF
Regional Director – South Tx
111	Roberts	Circle	•	Georgetown,	TX	78633
512-966-9539	•	mshouse@nwtf.net

Shaine nixon - nWTF
Regional Director - east Tx
2384	Fm	726	W	•	Diana,	TX	75640
903-399-8450	•	snixon@nwtf.net

Tyler Kirby - nWTF
Regional Director 
West KS- Tx Panhandle
2007	Frederick	Dr.	•Dodge	City,,	KS	67801
620-339-9026	•	tkirby@nwtf.net

Gene T. Miller, CWB
nWTF Regional Biologist 
West Tx & OK
712	Foster	Lane	•	Canyon,	TX		79015
(O)	806-655-9416	•	(M)806-316-0232
gmiller@nwtf.net

Dan Johnson
Regional Biologist - east Tx
300	Champions	Drive.,	#108	•	Lufkin,	TX	75901
406-239-6454	•	djohnson@nwtf.net

Terry Turney – CWB - nWTF
Tx Private lands leasing Biologist
302	Oak	Ridge	•	San	Marcos,	TX		78666
512-558-1971	•	tturney@nwtf.net

David Carter - nWTF
Tx Private lands leasing Biologist
5808	Fair	Hill	Dr.
Temple,	TX		76502
254-434-1225	•	dcarter@nwtf.net

Shawn Coleman – nWTF
Tx Private lands leasing Biologist
2615		112th.	St.	•Lubbock,	TX		79423
806-778-2214	•	scoleman@nwtf.net

Kyle Thigpen – TPWD
leasing Biologist, Private lands &
Public hunting
12805	FM	2152,	Suite	106
College	Station,	TX		77845
(O)	979-696-4148	•	(M)	979-255-2761
kyle.thigpen@tpwd.texas.gov

Jason hardin – TPWD
upland Game Bird Specialist
4652	CR	2612		•	Oakwood,	TX	75855
903-322-2770	•	Jason.hardin@tpwd.texas.gov

Dick McCarver - President
425	Tennison	Road,	

Mt	Pleasant,	TX	75455
(h)	903-717-8670	(c)	903-563-4748

gr.mccarver@yahoo.com	

Craig White - President elect
Wheelin	Coordinator

271	CR	720,
Nacogdoches,	Texas	75964

936-552-1942
craigswhite@yahoo.com

Jennifer Barrow - Treasurer
121	CR	3131,	Decatur,	TX	76234
(w)	940-627-5475	(c)	940-393-8908

jbarrow1994@gmail.com

lou vonWoglom - Secretary
14906	Oak	Bluff	Court	
Houston,	TX	77070

281-320-8388
lvonwog@gmail.com

Conserve. Hunt. Share.

eddie hines
3145	Rolling	Ridge	Lane
Brenham,	Texas		77833
903-227-2006
hines.eddie@yahoo.com	

Jason Mcanally
vP – Panhandle and West Texas Region
P.O.	Box	274
Canadian,	Texas	79014
806-255-5789
jason.mcanally@mrcglobal.com

Tim Webster
JaKeS Coordinator
Box	1766
Forney,	Texas	75126
214-588-8592
timw_@live.com

larry noble
vP – east Texas Region 
2705	Red	Hill	Dr.
College	Station,	Texas	77845
(h)	979-693-2024	•	(c)	281-639-9185
noble.turkeyman@gmail.com


