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Best known for his exploration photography, George Steinmetz sets out to discover the least-known
regions in our world today. A regular contributor to National Geographic and GEO Magazines, he has
explored subjects ranging from the remotest stretches of Arabia’s Empty Quarter to the unknown tree
people of Irian Jaya.
Since 1986, George has completed 20 major photo essays for National Geographic and 28 stories for
GEO magazine in Germany. His expeditions to the Sahara and Gobi deserts have been featured in
separate National Geographic Explorer programs. In 2006 he was awarded a grant by the National
Science Foundation to document the work of scientists in the Dry Valleys and volcanos of Antarctica.
George has won numerous awards for photography during his 30-year career, including two first
prizes in science and technology from World Press Photo. He has also won awards and citations from
Pictures of the Year, Overseas Press Club and Life Magazine's Alfred Eisenstadt Awards, and in 2008
was named an Adventurer of the Year by National Geographic Adventure Magazine.
Born in Beverly Hills in 1957, George graduated from Stanford University with a degree in Geophysics.
He began his career in photography after hitchhiking through Africa for 28 months. His current
passion is photographing the world's deserts while piloting a motorized paraglider. This experimental
aircraft enables him to capture unique images of the world, inaccessible by traditional aircraft and
most other modes of transportation
On his current body of work at Anastasia Photo entitled ‘Empty Quarter’ Steinmetz writes:“I became
captivated by Arabia's Empty Quarter as a young man when I read Wilfred Thesiger's Arabian Sands.
The Empty Quarter is larger than France without a single permanent point of water or human
habitation. It's both the world's largest sand sea and one of the hottest places on earth, and has only
been traversed a handful of times. I didn't want to repeat Thesiger's epic journeys many decades later,
but when I discovered motorized paragliding I found a way to visualize this remote landscape in a new
way. I made three paragliding trips into the sands, first for GEO in Saudi Arabia, and then returned
two years later to go from Riyadh to Oman and Yemen for National Geographic, and finally made a
personal trip to the southern most reaches of the U.A.E. to complete my field work. What I found was
one of the most beautiful and unseen wildernesses on earth. On its fringes I encountered elements
the oil wealth that has forever changed Arabia, but I also found Bedouins still clinging to traditions,
and offering up a level of hospitality that was truly humbling. This body of work would simply not
have been possible without their kindness.”
AnastasiaPhoto specializes in Photojournalism and Documentary photography. The gallery space also
serves as a center for discussion and portfolio review. AnastasiaPhoto couples each exhibition with a
related Philanthropic Organization.

