
It’s Conference Prepping Time
From the SENY Delegate - Panel 67
On February 15, I received the final agenda and full background material for the 68th General Service Conference. 
There are 91 items across the 13 Conference committees. The background material I received was 650 pages long, 
plus another 92 pages of confidential information for only the Literature committee to review. 

The agenda items fall into three general categories: Review, Discuss, and Consider. “Review” deals with advisory ac-
tions from previous conferences. “Discuss” falls closer to brainstorming within the particular committee. And “Con-
sider” means a committee may vote to approve that an item be sent for consideration by the Conference as a whole. 
However, there is no strict definition or protocol and nothing, and nothing would prevent considering a “Review” 
item or reviewing a “Discuss” item.

While I thought quite a few items would be of interest to SENY members, the items that I have placed on this year’s 
Delegate’s Questionnaire are those listed on page 6 of this issue of The Link.

Six of these items are from Literature, the primary committee on which I sit. So I have the awesome responsibility of 
being one of nine people to vote on whether those items go to the full Conference for a vote. 

But final responsibility and ultimate authority for all of AA World Services should reside with the groups. That’s why I 
really hope we have active participation and a strong response to the questionnaire. I want to be sure I am informed 
as best as I can be when I head to the Conference.

Yours in service, 

John W.
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No. 582 - March 2018

South Eastern New York General Service - Area 49 of Alcoholics Anonymous

Your voice in The Link

Are you willing to share your experience, strength and hope 
about your service in A.A. at the group, district, county or 
area level? The Link is published ten times per year and 
welcomes articles from all AAs in our area. Please limit your 
article to 275 words, and email it to link@aaseny.org or mail 
it c/o The Link Editor, P.O. Box 571, NY, NY 10116. Thanks!

Visit: 199 Lincoln Ave., Suite 302 Bronx, NY 10454

Send mail: P.O. Box 571, New York, NY 10116

General inquiries: info@aaseny.org

Call: 718-665-1253

Your SENY Office

“A.A. — A Solution for All Generations.”
Theme of AA’s 2018 General Service Conference
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AA - A Solution For All Generations
From the SENY Area Chair
I enjoyed two YPAA workshops at Queens General 
Service Share-a-Day. I chose them because I have fun 
at YPAA events, but also because I was inspired by 
this year’s General Service Conference (GSC) theme. 
I got sober in my twenties and the truth is that I feel 
younger now than when I came to AA in 1987. In 
fact, the only time I’ve felt old in sobriety was when 
a few years ago I was introduced to speak at a YPAA 
convention as “one of the original young people!” 

It’ll be interesting to read the GSC final report on the 
discussions this year about “a solution for all gen-
erations.” I’m a registered nurse who specialized in 
geriatrics, so I have first-hand knowledge that there’s 
no age limit on the devastating effects of alcoholism. 

At the GSC, our delegate carries the collective group 
conscience of our area (Concept I). Because his job 
is to act in the best interest of all of AA, if he hears 
different perspectives which make it clear that the 
right thing to do is to vote another way, he’ll do so 
(Concept III). And our delegate will then report back 
to us, and our informed conscience will be further 
developed. I’m thrilled with how this thing works!

In AA, we pass on our experience, strength, and 
hope. Here’s some of mine: my service sponsor 
taught me to “always pray for the delegate.”  For 
those who pray, I invite you to join me in doing so 
during this incredibly busy time of year for our del-
egate. 

This article was written prior to Cookie’s passing on 
January 23. I believe she would have liked it, and so I 
dedicate this article in loving memory of our Panel 49 
Delegate, Cookie S.

I am available,

Jane E.

The Alcoholic Who Still Suffers
From a SENY Corrections Committee member
The AA Preamble states, “Our primary purpose is to 
stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobri-
ety”. Twelfth step work has always been indispensable 
in my AA program. I consider it the surest way to stay 
away from a drink and I believe that it is God’s will for 
me to give away what was given me.  How do I find 
the still suffering alcoholic? Common places are AA 
meetings, prisons, rehabs, and detoxes. Or God may 
just put one into my life. Just being there for those 
locked up in prison holds a special place in my heart.  
“Your job now is to be at the place where you may be 
of maximum helpfulness to others, so never hesitate 
to go anywhere if you can be helpful.” 

My alcoholism brought me to prison. Throughout the 
time I spent incarcerated the hand of AA was always 
there for me.  The months spent in AA “on the outside” 
had allowed me to get connected and acquire ad-
dresses of sober members in my home group, five of 
whom corresponded with me during my time “on the 
inside”.  Working the steps through the mail and con-
tinuing to work the entire program to the best of my 
ability allowed God to do His work, which then started 
my career of helping others. 

Whenever I needed literature or help in re-instating a 
meeting at a facility, I wrote the General Service Office 
(GSO) and they always responded promptly.  There 
are a number of ways to be of service to the incarcer-
ated: take meetings into a facility (this can be some 
of the most rewarding AA work); sign up for prison 
correspondence and write with individuals who are 
currently locked up; volunteer to be a pre-release 
contact to help someone being released and planning 
to attend their first AA meeting “on the outside”; help 
support the work of Intergroup and GSO by volunteer-
ing time or funds that help support those who are still 
incarcerated. 

Join me on the journey to be of maximum service to 
our fellows.

Greg D.
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Thanks For The Nudge
From the DCMC, Orange County
In the late fall of 2013, a fellow member of AA told me I 
wasn’t doing enough for AA and invited me to the Or-
ange County General Service meeting.  Little did I know 
that elections for new officers would soon be taking 
place and when the DCMC announced the Grapevine 
Committee Chair, I was nudged (by a man who eventu-
ally became my service sponsor) to put my hand up. Af-
ter the meeting I was thinking how grateful I was to be 
elected but was then told, “We had no choice, your hand 
was the only one up.” I served for 2 years, attending spiri-
tual breakfasts, area assemblies, conventions, etc. I even 
spoke on a Grapevine panel at NY State Informational 
Workshop and authored an article for The Link - all as a 
result of that nudge.

I was serving as alternate DCMC when Orange County 
hosted the area assembly in November 2014. My mom 
had just passed away and I really had no desire to attend 
but I did; Jane E. unknowingly nudged me into attend-
ing, having shared at a previous assembly that she too 
had just lost her mom. Then Alternate Delegate John W. 
asked me to consider being one of the theme speakers 
at the convention and my heart sank. I didn’t answer im-
mediately and he suggested that I think about it and get 
back to him. I said it would be an honor and privilege to 
speak.

In 2016 I was full of fear at the prospect of becoming the 
Orange County DCMC and decided not to seek the posi-
tion, but our Delegate John W. and Chair Jane E. asked 
me to reconsider.  Jane even offered to move the assem-
bly to a later date so it would not be so overwhelming 
and assured me that help would always be there. John 
just looked at me with that look he has. I knew they had 
my back -  that was the nudge I needed. 

Having now served for a year as DCMC I am so grateful 
for all the nudges that were given me and my fellow 
DCMCs. We have been encouraged to attend Spiritual 
Breakfast’s (thanks Mel), Spanish Conventions and As-
samblea’s (thanks Tom), to take action and to do panels 
in particular areas like Safety in AA (thanks Scott), and 
workshops at Assemblies (thanks Regina), and to sup-
port county inventories (thanks Rob).

Let’s continue to keep our Fellowship united by nudg-
ing our members down the road of happy destiny and 
growing in love and service.

PS: Thanks, John, for the nudge to write this article. 

Sherry A.
 

About Accessibility in AA....  
From the DCM, District 601
Manhattan District 601 and the SENY Committee on 
Accessibility/Special Needs are hosting a workshop 
this April 21 on the topic of Accessibility in AA.  

I’ll be honest:  I’ve never considered accessibility to 
have much to do with me. That has recently changed.  
In mid-January, I suddenly had to have surgery. My 
surgeon said:  “For two weeks, absolutely no stairs.”

My A.A. world suddenly got small.  I couldn’t go to 
my home group (three flights of stairs) or to a spon-
see’s 10th anniversary celebration (more stairs).  After 
describing the logistics of the recent assembly,  my 
surgeon, advised me to stay home. 

I’m currently not the able-bodied man I’ve always con-
sidered myself to be.  And I now understand that I can 
go from able-bodied to dis-abled at any time.  

I’ve quickly come to understand that accessibility in 
AA has everything to do with me, able-bodied or not.  
And not only because it has impacted me – or might 
again. I also have a responsibility. 

We often close service meetings with the Responsibil-
ity Statement: “I am responsible, whenever anyone, 
anywhere reaches out for help….” I read this now and 
feel it asking more from me on accessibility, regardless 
of whether it is affecting me. I have sensed the scope 
of the need.

Let’s look at just four need areas:  hearing impairment, 
sight impairment, limited mobility needing a wheel-
chair, and low literacy (not every Accessibility issue is 
medical).  An estimated 2,500,000 adults in New York 
City alone have one of those four need areas.  This 
would be even higher after factoring in the rest of 
SENY and other need areas (e.g., homebound, lan-
guage barriers). 

Now, apply the incidence of alcoholism in the general 
population of 7% to the estimate of 2.5 million. That 
translates into 175,000 alcoholics – who may need 
certain assistance toward sobriety that the “average” 
person would not. 

Of course, not every AA member can be educated for 
every possible accessibility scenario.  But we can know 
more than we do now – and be of greater service 
overall.

That’s the purpose of this workshop:  To provide a 
forum for sharing of information and experiences.  We 
have a terrific panel.  We’ll also discuss the Traditions 
and accessibility; two former Area 49 delegates will be 
on hand to assist the discussion.

Please come! 

Michael M.  

Excerpts from A.A. literature and current publications (text and graphics) are reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. and The Grapevine, Inc.
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 50th SENY Convention - March 23-25, 2018
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 Updates & Tidbits 

Our 50th SENY Convention!
This year’s SENY Convention will be held March 23-25, 2018. This one is extra special because it will be our 50th! 

We’re looking for more volunteers to help out during this month leading up to the event, as well as during the weekend of 
the convention itself. All are welcome! Feel free to contact either a committee chairperson directly, or Mike C., 2018 SENY 
Convention Chair, to let him know how you would like to help out: convention@aaseny.org or 917-685-8677.

2018 SENY Convention committee chairs:

Entertainment 	 Richard P. 	 646-996-8830		  Registration 	 Nisaa A. 		 646-717-7511
Banquet 	 Mike O’B. 	 929-280-5130		  Treasurer	  Steve G. 	 631-532-7825
Alkathon 	 Frank G. 		 718-844-6329		  Secretary	  Christina A. 	 917-685-9148
Accessibilities 	 Nellie P. 		 917-748-0191		  Publicity	  Ben L. 		  347-860-2172
Hispanic Liaison 	Sandra V. 	 347-866-4871		  Program 	 Jerry R. 		  718-974-3053
Al-Anon Liaison 	 Rene V. 		  516-635-8030		  Hosp. Co-Chair	 Trish D. 		  631-478-3139
Greeting Team 	 Emma M. 	 914-255-3507		  Hosp. Co-Chair	 Kevin McQ. 	 516-384-6517

Next Convention Planning Committee Meeting: March 11, 11am-3pm SENY Office, 199 Lincoln Ave., Bronx, NY 10454
All are welcome!

Re. “The Blue People”
Extract from a letter sent by a GSO staff 
member to District 601 re. a trademark 
issue that all designers of graphics and 
flyers in the area need to be aware of 
--thank you District 601!

“We have learned that the Manhat-
tan District 601 & SENY Committee 
on Accessibility /Special Needs has 
created a flyer that included “The Blue 
People” registered trademark from 
our website aa.org (see the attached 
flyer in question). Unfortunately, as 
a general policy we do not grant 
permission for the use of this trade-
mark. As much as we would like to 
be flexible by allowing the use of this 
trademark to various A.A. entities, we 
feel that this use may cause confusion 
between GSO’s website and local area 
activities.  Thus, as a matter of policy, 
we must ask that you please remove 
this trademark from your flyer. And 
perhaps your Committee could create 
a flyer with graphics that depicts only 
members with accessibility/special 
needs on it.”

Yours in service,
Darlene

Darlene Smith
Intellectual Property Administrator

 Submit a Caption to the Grapevine!

If a great caption springs to mind when you look at this 
picture, submit it for possible publication on the Grapevine 
magazine’s humor page. Be sure to include your first name, 

last initial, city, and state with your submission. 

Submit your caption online at:
http://www.aagrapevine.org/content/submit-caption 

or mail it in to:
AA Grapevine 

475 Riverside Drive, 
New York, NY 10115 



 The Delegate’s Questionnaire  (68th General Service Conference, 2018)

6 The Link | No. 582 - Mar18

“Final responsibility and ultimate authority for A.A. world services should always reside in the collective conscience of 
our whole Fellowship.” – Bill W.

This is an exciting time of year when we have a direct link in shaping the future of our Fellowship. Below are items on the agenda 
for the 68th General Service Conference. I’m seeking your group’s consideration of these items. My job is then to bring the col-
lective conscience of SENY/Area 49 with me when I attend the Conference in April. The greater the participation, and the more 
groups throughout the area involved, the better informed I will be as your delegate.

On Saturday, March 3rd at the Delegate’s Day of Sharing, in Manhattan, there will be presentations on these items and addition-
al background given to help you better inform your group. Come and be an active part of this process.

At the April 8th Pre-Conference Assembly in Suffolk County, you will have the chance to share your group’s conscience on these 
questions and leave your completed questionnaires with me. An electronic version of this questionnaire is also available at www.
aaseny.org/d-q in English and Spanish. Please fill out that version if possible (it’s easier for me to tabulate). You don’t have to an-
swer all the questions: your group may not have an opinion on an item. For those who cannot participate in the pre-Conference 
assembly, please complete the questionnaire online or return to me by mail, attn: John W., SENY Delegate, 199 Lincoln Avenue, 
Box 318, Bronx, NY 10454 or scan/e-mail to delegate@aaseny.org.

All questionnaires must be received by April 8, 2018. Thank you for helping me be a better informed Delegate! - John W.

1) CORRECTIONS: Consider development of a new pamphlet focused on long-term incarcerated alcoholics that are soon 
to be released.
Background/focus: Would it be helpful to have a new pamphlet that addresses specific issues related to long-term incar-
ceration for members who are transitioning towards release and a sober life outside of confinement?

2) LITERATURE: Consider proposed revisions to the Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous:
	 a. Request to add an appendix reflecting recognition received from the Library of Congress.
	 b. Request to add the A.A. Preamble and Responsibility Statement.
	 c. Request to add an endnote to Bill W.’s story acknowledging co-founder, Bob S.
Background/focus: Would adding these items (one, two, or all three) strengthen our experience when using the book 
Alcoholics Anonymous? Will they enrich or enhance it? Or do they detract?

3) LITERATURE: Consider request to change the subtitle of the pamphlet “G.S.R. General Service Representative: May Be 
the Most Important Job in A.A.”
Background/focus: Would changing the name to something such as “G.S.R. General Service Representative: the link be-
tween your group and AA as a whole” be clearer and more accurate? Would it increase service participation?

4) LITERATURE: Consider request for the development of a pamphlet for atheist and agnostic members.
Background/focus: Some feel “Many Pathways to Spirituality” doesn’t sufficiently address the needs of AA members who 
identify as atheist, agnostic or freethinker. Should there be a new, more targeted pamphlet? If so, does the pamphlet “The 
God Word” published by Great Britain’s General Service Office meet those needs?

5) LITERATURE: Consider request for the development of a new book combining Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions with 
Twelve Concepts for World Service.
Background/focus: Would an additional book combining the essays of our 36 principles encourage more members to 
explore our pillars of Recovery, Unity, and Service--and generate more participation in general service?

6) LITERATURE: Consider request for the development of a new pamphlet for Spanish-speaking women alcoholics.
Background/focus: The Spanish-speaking female alcoholic has been identified as an underrepresented group in our fel-
lowship. Should there be a new Spanish language pamphlet that addresses issues, cultural or otherwise, not covered by 
the pamphlet “AA for the Woman”?

7) LITERATURE: Consider request for revisions to Living Sober.
Background/focus: Should the section “some alcoholics require medication” be reintroduced to the book? Is that informa-
tion more accessible to the newcomer in Living Sober versus the pamphlet The AA member – Medication & Other Drugs? 
Are there other updates to Living Sober that you would suggest?

8) TRUSTEES: Review proposal to reorganize the A.A. World Services and General Service Boards.
Background/focus: Should the Conference request the resignations of board directors and initiate corporate reorganiza-
tion (as outlined in the Conference Charter) as a response to the legal action undertaken by AAWS in attempt to reclaim 
the original printer’s manuscript of Alcoholics Anonymous.



Upcoming Events & Workshops    

Upcoming 2017-2018 Area Committee Meetings and Assemblies
04/02/18 7:30 pm Area Committee Church of the Holy Family, 2158 Watson Avenue, Bronx, NY 10472

04/08/18 8:00 am Pre-Conference Assembly St. Anthony’s High School, 275 Wolf Hill Road S. Huntington, NY 11747

05/07/18 7:30 pm Area Committee Church of the Holy Family, 2158 Watson Avenue, Bronx, NY 10472

06/02/18 7:30 pm Post-Conference Assembly Westchester: location TBD

09/15/18 8:00 am Elections Assembly Bronx-Upper Manhattan: location TBD

10/01/18 7:30 pm Area Committee Church of the Holy Family, 2158 Watson Avenue, Bronx, NY 10472
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Upcoming deadlines for submission of articles and flyers to The Link:
Wednesday, March 21 (distribution at the April 2 Area Committee meeting)

Sunday, April 21 (distribution at the May 7 Area Committee meeting)
Sunday, May 20 (distribution at the June 2 post-Conference assembly)

Sunday, September 16 (distribution at the Oct 1 Area Committee meeting)



Bronx-Upper Manhattan (2nd Wed, every other month)           Bedford Park Congregational Church, 3008 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, NY 10458	 4/11/18	 7:00 pm

Brooklyn (3d Wednesday, every other month)	 St. Francis College, 180 Remsen St., Brooklyn, NY 11201	 3/21/18	 7:30 pm

Hispanic Districts (3d Sunday, monthly) 	 Location rotates - please see aaseny.org or aacdhseny49.org each month	 3/18/18	 9:30 am

Manhattan (3d Tuesday, every other month)	 Seafarer’s House, 123 East 15th Street, New York, NY 10003	 4/17/18 	 6:30 pm

Nassau (3d Monday, every other month)	 Nassau Intergroup Office, 361 Hempstead Tpke, West Hempstead, NY 11552	 4/16/18	 7:30 pm

Orange (3d Tuesday, monthly) 	 First Presbyterian Church, Campbell Hall, Rte. 207, Campbell Hall, NY 10916	 3/20/18	 7:00 pm

Putnam (2nd Tuesday, monthly) 	 Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, 76 Gleneida Avenue, Carmel, NY 10512	 3/13/18	 7:00 pm

Queens (last Monday, every other month)	 Saint Mary Gate of Heaven Church, 101-18 104th St., Queens, NY 11416	 4/30/18	 7:30 pm

Rockland (3d Wednesday, monthly)	 Elim Alliance Church, 40 Lake Road, Valley Cottage , NY 10989                                                   3/21/18	 7:30 pm

Staten Island (2nd Sun; no meetings May, July or August) 	 Oakwood Heights Community Church, 345 Guyon Ave, Staten Island, NY 10306	 3/11/18	 7:00 pm

Suffolk (3d Friday, monthly) 	 True North Church, 1101 Lakeland Avenue, Bohemia, NY 11716	 3/16/18	 8:00 pm

Sullivan (3d Sunday, monthly; except July & August) 	 Sullivan County Community College, 112 College Rd., Loch Sheldrake, NY 12759	 3/18/18	 3:00 pm

Westchester (3d Wednesday, monthly) 	 Memorial Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY10605	  3/21/18	 7:30 pm

County General Service Meetings          	     		     Please visit www.aaseny.org for the most up-to-date information

SENY Officers

County DCMCs

SENY Standing / Ad Hoc Committee Chairs

					   

Accessibility/Special Needs Committee (1st Friday, monthly)	 NY Intergroup Office, 307 7th Ave. #201, New York, NY 10001	 4/6/18	 7:00 pm

Convention Planning Committee 		  SENY Office, 99 Lincoln Ave., Bronx, NY 10454	 3/11/18	 11:00 am

Corrections Committee (3d Saturday, monthly)	 SENY Office, 99 Lincoln Ave., Bronx, NY 10454	 3/17/18	 12:00 pm

PI & CPC Joint Committee Meeting (last Tuesday, monthly)	 NY Intergroup Office, 307 7th Ave. #201, New York, NY 10001	 3/27/18	 7:15 pm

Treatment Facilities Committee	 (last Sunday, monthly)	 SENY Office, 99 Lincoln Ave., Bronx, NY 10454	 3/18/18	 11:30 am

12 Concepts of World Service Workhop (1st Wed, monthly)	 Trinity Lower East Side, 602 E 9th St New York, NY 10009	  3/7/18	 8:15 pm

SENY Committee Chairs Meeting			  Jane E’s home: 38 Meridian Avenue, Kings Park, NY 11754	 6/30/18	 12:00 pm 

SENY Ad Hoc Archives Commitee		  NY Intergroup Office, 307 7th Ave. #201, New York, NY 10001	 5/5/18	 1:00 pm

Standing Committee  Meetings & Workshops		    Please visit www.aaseny.org for the most up-to-date information

Acc./Special Needs 	 Nellie P.		  asn@aaseny.org

Agenda 	 Jeanne C. 		  agenda@aaseny.org

Archives 	 Richard S. 		  archives@aaseny.org

Convention 2018 	 Mike C. 		  convention@aaseny.org

Corrections 	 Mike D.		  corrections@aaseny.org

CPC 	 Anthony B. 	  	 cpc@aaseny.org

Grapevine/La Viña 	 Laura G. 	  	 grapevine@aaseny.org

Intergroup Liaison 	 Steve K. 	  	 intergroup@aaseny.org

Link Editor	 Domi E.		  link@aaseny.org

Literature 	 Brendan G. 	  	 literature@aaseny.org

Office Manager 	 Richie N. 	  	 office@aaseny.org

Public Information 	 Bianca C.		  pi@aaseny.org

Recording Secretary 	 Mike O.		  secretary@aaseny.org

Service Participation*	 Manny A.		  participation@aaseny.org

Service Sponsorship*  Sally B. 	  	 sponsorship@aaseny.org	 

Translation	 Eddie D.		  translation@aaseny.org

Treatment Facilities    Kathy B.	  	 tf@aaseny.org

Website 	 Chris N. 		  web@aaseny.org

AlAnon Liaison	 John C.		  alanonliaison@aaseny.org

YPAA Liaison	 		  ypaa@aaseny.org

Delegate 	 John W.	  	 delegate@aaseny.org

Alt. Delegate 	 Manny A. 		  altdelegate@aaseny.org

Chair 	 Jane E. 		  chair@aaseny.org

Treasurer 	 Michelle G. 		  treasurer@aaseny.org

Registrar 	 Fred M.		  registrar@aaseny.org

Bronx/U-M	 Barbara Ann		  dcmc@bxum.aaseny.org

Brooklyn 	 Mel R. 		  dcmc@brooklynaa.org

Hispanic 	 Ramon L.		  distritoshispanos@aacdhseny49.org

Manhattan 	 Scott M.		  dcmc@manhattan.aaseny.org

Nassau 	 Regina T.		  dcmc@nassau.aaseny.org

Orange 	 Sherry A.		  sherrya396@gmail.com

Putnam 	 Rob O.		  rko826@gmail.com

Queens 	 Jo Ann M.		  dcmc@qcgsa.org

Rockland 	 Ray W.		  dcmc@aarockland.org

Staten Island 	 Jerry R.		   jerryr19521984@gmail.com

Suffolk 	 Tom B.		  dcmc@aasuffolkgs-ny.org

Sullivan	 William D.		  dcmc@sullivan.aaseny.org 

Westchester 	 Emma M. ` 		  dcmc@westchester.aaseny.org

1
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*Special committees (neither standing nor adhoc committees)


