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TURNER AUCTIONS + APPRAISALS FEATURES THE
SPERISEN COLLECTION OF CALIFORNIA ART -
PLUS FINE WORKS BY NOTED AMERICAN & INTERNATIONAL ARTISTS

Live Online Auction Begins Sunday, October 2, at 11:30 am PDT;
Online Preview Underway through October 2

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA, AUGUST 31, 2016 — Turner Auctions + Appraisals is pleased to present an
online sale of over 180 fine artworks, mostly paintings, by noted American and European artists.
Featured is the Sperisen Collection of California Art: its 100+ lots offer paintings and other works of art

from three generations of collectors — spanning over 100 years — in the Sperisen family of Northern

California. The Sperisen Collection includes works by Percy Gray, Thomas Moran, Frederick Schafer, Ira

Yeager and others. In addition, the sale offers a large number of fine artworks from various estates by

well-known wildlife artists and listed American and international artists. Turner Auctions + Appraisals

begins its online auction on October 2 at 11:30 am PDT;
sale items can be previewed online now until the sale
starts. The online auction will be featured live on
LiveAuctioneers and Invaluable, easily accessed through
‘Upcoming Auctions’ at the company’s website:
www.turnerauctionsonline.com/upcomingauctions/.

THE SPERISEN COLLECTION OF CALIFORNIA ART
According to third-generation family member Matt
Sperisen, the Sperisen collecting began with two brothers,
Matt Sperisen’s grandfather Francis and great-uncle Albert,
both San Francisco Bay Area residents. Francis Sperisen
was a lapidarist for 48 years, designing jewelry such as
rings, brooches and watches, and providing stones for fine
jewelers such as Tiffany and Gump’s. His brother Albert
was a vice president of a San Francisco publishing firm, in
charge of magazines and books on marketing, including
advertising sales.
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Francis’s son —and Matt’s parents — Richard and his wife Diane continued collecting, expanding in
additional directions during their 53-year marriage. After fulfilling his military obligation in the Korean
War, Richard Sperisen worked for the San Mateo County Office of Education. Perhaps with an
appreciation for art passed down from his father and uncle, he became Art Curriculum Director,
responsible for art studies of 300 schools, from kindergarten through 12" grade. Diane Sperisen began
as a first-grade schoolteacher, but became an entrepreneur: working first in retail sales in Woodside,
California, she later acquired the ladies clothing store, Quail & Thistle, expanding it to Carmel, Pebble
Beach and Burlingame, owning her shops for 31 years.

Richard and Diane Sperisen were avid and frequent
travelers in Northern California — particularly Carmel,
the Monterey Peninsula and Yosemite. They had a
genuine love of the area and of art, and would “look
for a fond memory piece from each of their travels,”
said their son, who has continued the tradition with
his own wife. As a result, about 80% of their
acquisitions — oils, etchings and pencil drawings —
feature Northern California landscapes, which were
showcased “everywhere” in their Atherton home.

After many years in Atherton, the couple decided to

move closer to Matt’s family and their grandchildren. As they retired and downsized to a new
residence, most of their treasured artworks could not be accommodated in their new home. Now, with
Richard Sperisen’s passing several years ago and most artworks in storage, Matt Sperisen decided it was
time to let others enjoy some of the lovingly acquired and long-enjoyed art.

Now the family’s collecting torch has been passed to Matt Sperisen, who is Director of Operations for
Men’s Basketball at the University of the Pacific in Stockton. Reflecting his family’s long collecting
heritage, Matt has kept some of his favorites for his family to enjoy, including his two pre-teen children,

the fourth generation of art enthusiasts.

The collection began with two brothers involved in creation
—one with jewels and stones, the other with visual design. It
continued with Matt’s parents, who had a good eye and
knew what they liked. They purchased quality, then added
new works when an artist’s reputation grew, enhancing both
their enjoyment and the value of their acquisitions. Now the
collecting continues with Matt, his wife and their children.
Reflecting on his family’s legacy through art, Matt said, “Life
is about memories — and collecting is a great way to use art
as memory markers.”




OTHER FINE WORKS

The September sale also includes a diverse selection of fine
artworks, mostly paintings, primarily by American and European
artists, which come from various estates and other sources. Most
are oil or watercolor paintings, plus some etchings, sculptures,
engravings, lithographs and earthenware. American artists
include Percy Gray, Emile Gruppé, Millard Sheets, Percival De
Luce, Mary DeNeale Morgan, Jade Fon, Hudson Mindell Kitchell,
Robert Wood, Ray Ellis and Red Skelton. American wildlife
painters include David Maass, Peter Markham Scott, and Richard
Bishop. Among the European artists are Pablo Picasso, Joan Mirg,
Mary Cassatt, Zygmunt Ajdukiewicz, Klaus Fussmann and Lucas
Van Leyden. Other noted international artists include Rufino

Tamayo, David Alfaro Siqueiros and Graciela Rodo Boulanger.
Here are some highlights from the sale (see online catalog for full description):

LOT 1: After Frederic Remington (1861-1909) "The Mountain
Man." Inscribed 'Copyright by/Frederic Remington' (on the base)--
'ROMAN BRONZE WORKS N-Y- (along the base)--inscribed 'No 81"
(beneath the base) bronze with brown patina 28% in. high. Estimate:
$5000-7000. (See image, left)

LOT 7: Painting by
Graciela Rodo
Boulanger (born 1935).
Oil on canvas. Signed
lower right and verso. Size: 36” x 32”. 1997. Estimate:
$5000-6000. (See image, top right)

LOT 21: “Wildlife
art” by David
Maass (born
1929). Oil on wood panel. Signed lower right. Size: 24" x 32"

(image), 33" x 41" (frame). Second-half 20th-century. Estimate:
$5000-7000. (See image, right)

LOT 55: “Teapot” by Ira Yeager (born 1938). Qil on canvas.
Signed. Size: 12" x 12" (image), 14 3/4" x 14 3/4" (frame).
Estimate: $500-700. (See image, left)




LOT 87: "Bridal Vail Falls," Yosemite Valley, by
Frederick Schafer (1839 - 1927). Oil on canvas.
Signed lower left. Size: 20" x 15." First-quarter 20th
century. $2000-4000. (See image, right)

LOT 94: "Vernal Falls Yosemite" by Ferdinand
Burgdorff (1881-1975). Qil on board. Signed and
dated lower right, Bohemian Club label on reverse.
Size: 39.5" x 29.5". 1965. Estimate: $1500-2500.
(See image, page 1)

LOT 63: "California Landscape,” by Alice Chittenden
(1859 - 1944). Oil on canvas board. Size: 10" x 12"
(image), 16" x 18" (frame). First-half 20th century.
Estimate: $800-1200. (See top image, page 2)

LOT 36: “Seascape” by Percy Gray (1869 - 1952).
Watercolor on paper. Signed lower left. Size: 3" x
3.5" (image), 8 1/4" x 8 3/4" (frame). First-half 20th
century. Estimate: $700-900. (See bottom image, page 2)
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ABOUT TURNER AUCTIONS + APPRAISALS

Based in South San Francisco, Turner Auctions + Appraisals was founded by Stephen Turner to
complement and expand the capabilities of Stephen G. Turner Associates, an auction and appraisal
consulting firm founded in 2004. Turner Auctions + Appraisals presents online auctions in diverse
categories of personal property (www.turnerauctionsonline.com). Among them are Fine Arts,
Decorative Arts, Asian Arts, Toys, Jewelry, Militaria, Ethnic Arts and others. The company offers a range
of auction and appraisal services for buyers, sellers and collectors. Online auctions are held several
times a month. Working with leading live and online auction houses on the West Coast since 1991,
Turner is a professional appraiser of personal property and seasoned auctioneer. His areas of expertise
include fine art, decorative arts, antiques & residential contents. The company welcomes consignments
and appraisals.

For more information about the company, please contact:

Stephen Turner, President, Turner Auctions + Appraisals

461 Littlefield Avenue, South San Francisco, CA 94080

415-964-5250 / sturner@turnerauctionsonline.com / www.turnerauctionsonline.com

For media inquiries or photos, please contact:
Jill Turner, Rodin & Shelley Associates / 415-346-7300 / jillturnerpr@gmail.com
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