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Altar Flowers are given by The Klemash Family in Memory of Loved Ones & The 
Nicodemus Family in Memory of Loved Ones. 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Wayne & Kathleen Conn in Memory of Loved Ones. 
FREE COFFEE FRIDAY!  We’re looking for volunteers for Free Coffee Friday and we can 
use your help.  Our goal is to remind people of the love of God for them in Jesus as they 
drive to work.  (And, hopefully, throughout the day.)   
BACK TO THE BASICS.  Three years ago we studied the Gospel of John together on 
Sunday morning here in worship.  Two years ago we read through the Bible in a year.  
Last year we focused on memory passages.  This year we added a service of prayer (and 
preaching).  And now we are excited to announce that next year we are going to go BACK 
TO THE BASICS.  We’ll spend the year together in worship learning (and re-learning) the 
basics of the Christian faith.  Look for more information in the December newsletter and 
right here in the Announcements! 
NEW MEMBER LUNCHEON is coming soon!  If you’ve joined our church in the last year 
or so (or if you’ve been visiting with us for a good bit of time), look for an invitation to 
come to a free lunch on January 11th, where you can get to know the church leadership.  
USHERS NEEDED! Please consider volunteering to be an usher for early or late service 
for 2015.  The sign-up sheet is in the narthex.  Contact Larry Zreliak with any questions! 
HELP NEEDED with changing the sayings on the outside sign.  If you would like to help 
with this please contact Pastor or the church office.   
LOOKING FOR A SIGN? We’re looking for a couple of people who would be willing to 
update the church sign out on Washington Pike a couple of times per month.  The job 
takes about 20-30 minutes.  If you’re interested, please contact the Church Office!   
OFFERING ENVELOPES for next year are now available.  You can be picked them up in 
the back of the church.   
NEED PRAYER?  Stephen Ministers and Elders will be available to pray with or for you 
following the Service in the Chancel area.   
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will begin in January.  We’ll both be studying the 
same thing: Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.  Men will continue to meet on Saturday Jan. 
10th at 8:00am; women on Tuesday Jan. 13th at 7:30.  The study will last for six weeks; 
fun for the whole family!  Sign-up sheets are hanging in the narthex.   
TODAY’S GOSPEL READING AND SERMON will be posted to the ZLCB.org website later 
today. For an archive of older sermons, visit www.zlcb.org/sermons 
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Welcome to worship! 
  
 
New Year’s Eve has always been special to me.  The only parties I hosted in 
Junior High and High School were New Year’s Eve parties.  I’ve watched the ball 
drop in New York City, and I can’t remember the last time I’ve fallen asleep on 
December 31st.  But church on New Year’s Eve?  Really?  Why should we 
solemnize flipping the page on a man-made calendar?   
  
The calendar might be man-made, but time is not.  Created by God and meant for 
us humans, time has likewise been redeemed by Christ, who entered into our 
world and was like us in every way, even subject to time.  Second, by marking the 
passing of time, we are reminded that this age is temporary; that a new heavens 
and new earth are coming soon.  We mark the passing of another year of waiting 
in the blessed hope of the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Third, turning the page 
on the calendar gives us the opportunity to look back on the past with eyes of 
faith, seeing the blessings of God that might not have been apparent when we 
were stuck in the moment and not given the blessing of hindsight.  Marking the 
start of a new year also gives us the opportunity to mark out our course and ask 
for God’s blessing on it, while paradoxically recognizing his sovereign rule over 
the affairs of all people.    
  
Thank you for making worshiping God a priority as you look back on 2014 and 
ahead to 2015.  I enjoy spending some of the last moments of the year with you as 
we look to move forward in faith together. 
  
In Christ, 
Pastor Duncan McLellan 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor   
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
Please take a moment before the service to fill out the Attendance books. 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn:  Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year  896 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
  

Confession and Absolution   
 

Pastor:  As we look ahead to 2015 and reflect on all that took place in  
  2014, we see God’s grace at work in our lives.  We also see the  
  remnants of our sinful nature, leading us down the path of  
  disobedience and sin.  Therefore, as we look forward to   
  another year of God’s favor and grace, let us confess our sins  
  and ask for God’s forgiveness.   
 
People:  Eternal God, we come before you this evening and confess  
  that we have sinned against you in thought, word and  
  deed.  You have been kind and good to us, and we have  
  repaid you with disobedience and lives of selfish pride.   
  We ask that you would have mercy on us and continue to  
  forgive us for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.     
 

The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen.  
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer.  
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The Hymn of Praise       933 
 

My soul rejoices, my spirit voices—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
For God my Savior has shown me favor—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
With praise and blessing, join in confessing  
God, who is solely mighty and holy—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
His mercy surely shall rest securely 
On all who fear Him, love and revere Him—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
 
His arm now baring, His strength declaring—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
The proud He scatters, their rule He shatters—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
Oppression halted; the meek exalted. 
Full are the hungry; empty the wealthy—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
Here is the token all that was spoken 
To Abraham’s offspring God is fulfilling—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 30:8-17 
 

 And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever.   For they are a 
rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of 
the Lord; who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not 
prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, 
 leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy 
One of Israel.” Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you 
despise this word and trust in oppression and perverseness and rely on them, 
 therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, 
and about to collapse, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant;  and its 
breaking is like that of a potter's vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly that 
among its fragments not a shard is found with which to take fire from the hearth, 
or to dip up water out of the cistern.”  For thus said the Lord God, the Holy 
One of Israel, “In returning  and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in 
trust shall be your strength. But you were unwilling,  and you said, 
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“No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride 
upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift.   A thousand shall 
flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like a 
flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 
 

The New Testament Lesson: Romans 8:31b-39 
 

  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us?  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 
will he not also with him graciously give us all things?  Who shall bring any 
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?  As it is written, “For your sake we 
are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us.  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the 12th  chapter.  
People:  Glory to Thee, O Lord! 
 

The Gospel: Luke 12:35-40 
 

  “Stay dressed for action  and keep your lamps burning,  and be like 
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so 
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that they may open the door to him at once when he comes 
and knocks.   Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he 
comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them 
recline at table, and he will come and serve them.  If he comes in the second 
watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants!  But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into.  You also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  Christ Be My Leader 861 
Sermon 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Nicene Creed  
 

I believe in one God, The Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth 
And of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
The only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, 
Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven.  And was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
And sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
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Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Music Director: Mark Killinger 
The Organist: Sandra Quinlan 
The Elders: John Gielarowski and Frank Vallelunga 
The Acolyte: Elder  
The Greeters: Ushers 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier and 
 Jack Oelschlager  
 Josh Gielarowski, Chuck LaJeunesse,  
  Loren Ludeman & Jim Oelschlager  
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian & Molly Oelschlager 
  
 

 

The Collection of the Offering 
 
(Please stand) 
 

Pastor:   Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead  
  our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of 
  the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you  
  may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his  
  sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
People:  Amen!  
 

The Recessional:  Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 900 


