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ETERNAL LIGHT is given by … 

 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Walter & Yvonne McLellan in Honor of their 
granddaughter Sarah’s 1st Birthday. 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Wayne & Kathleen Conn in Memory of Loved 
Ones. 
WELCOME TO OUR PRESCHOOL FAMILIES!  We are glad you are here this morning for 
worship.  If you do not have a church home, we would be honored to have you become 
part of our church family.  God bless your time in worship! 
FREE COFFEE FRIDAY!  We’re looking for volunteers for Free Coffee Friday and we can 
use your help.  Our goal is to remind people of the love of God for them in Jesus as they 
drive to work.  (And, hopefully, throughout the day.)   
BACK TO THE BASICS.  begins next SUNDAY!  Join us as we take a year to go back and 
focus on the foundation of the Christian faith.  There will be handouts summarizing what 
we cover in the Sermon as well as opportunities to ask questions.  We hope that this 
series will help you grow in your Christ-centered faith and equip you to give a reason to 
those who ask for the hope that you have in our Lord Jesus Christ!   
NEW MEMBER LUNCHEON is two weeks away!  If you’ve joined our church in the last 
year or so (or if you’ve been visiting with us for a good bit of time), look for an invitation to 
come to a free lunch on January 11th, where you can get to know the church leadership.  
USHERS NEEDED! Please consider volunteering to be an usher for early or late service 
for 2015.  The sign-up sheet is in the narthex.  Contact Larry Zreliak with any questions! 
HELP NEEDED with changing the sayings on the outside sign.  If you would like to help 
with this please contact Pastor or the church office.   
C  (Children’s Church) begins today at the 10:30 Service for children ages 2 to 
Kindergarten.  C  will take place during the Sermon Hymn until the offering.   
SUNDAY SCHOOL REMINDERS: The Sunday school meeting has been cancelled for 
December.  There will be no Sunday school classes on December 28th. 
CHRISTMAS (EVE) SERVICES.  Join us for worship this Christmas Eve (7:00pm) and 
Christmas Day (10:00am) to celebrate the Savior’s Birth!   
OFFERING ENVELOPES for next year are now available.  You can be picked them up in 
the back of the church.   
NEED PRAYER?  Stephen Ministers and Elders will be available to pray with or for you 
following the Service in the Chancel area.   
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will begin in January.  We’ll both be studying the 
same thing: Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.  Men will continue to meet on Saturday Jan. 
10th at 8:00am; women on Tuesday Jan. 13th at 7:30.  The study will last for six weeks; 
fun for the whole family!  Sign-up sheets are hanging in the narthex.   
TODAY’S GOSPEL READING AND SERMON will be posted to the ZLCB.org website later 
today. For an archive of older sermons, visit www.zlcb.org/sermons 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 
 
 

There aren’t a ton of stories of the life of Jesus before he is baptized by John and 
begins his public ministry when he is around 30 years old.  One of the few stories 
we do have recorded for us in the Word of God is our Gospel Lesson this morning, 
Luke 2:22-40.   
  
In this passage, Jesus is presented at the Temple to comply with traditional Jewish 
ritual.  Luke introduces us to a couple of people in the temple who have profound 
things to say to Mary concerning her newborn baby.  Anna and Simeon are both 
devout.  The kind of people who would have come to church three times over the 
last week.  Anna would have been on Altar Guild; Simeon would have served on 
Church Council.  They would have been respected for their piety, but kept humble 
by their faith that acknowledged a need for a Savior.   
  
This morning, we are going to look at what happened when Jesus was presented at 
the Temple and the reaction of Mary to Simeon and Anna.  There’s a lot going on in 
this text that connects directly with us as disciples of Jesus.  I think you’ll like what 
you see! 
  
Also, just a note that next Sunday we will kick off our focus for 2015, as we go Back 
to Basics!   
  
-Pastor Duncan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor   
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  If you are visiting us 
this morning and would like to be contacted by the church, please indicate so in 
the Attendance Book.  We are glad you chose to worship at Zion this morning!)  
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: Angles from the Realms of Glory                              367  
 

The Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 

Confession of Sins    
Pastor:  This morning we come together to celebrate the blessings we  
  have in our lives because of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Before we  
  listen to all that he has done for us, let us confess our sins,  
  trusting in his unconditional mercy to grant us forgiveness.        
  

People: Lord Jesus Christ, we confess to you that we have sinned  
  against you in thought, word and deed.  You came into the  
  world and set an example for us that we should follow.   
  And yet we have failed to do so.  Therefore we as that you  
  would forgive us and lead us in the path of righteousness  
  and holiness for your name’s sake.  Amen.   
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise:  This Is the Feast 155 
 

Refrain: 
This is the feast of victory of our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
 

[REFRAIN] 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing and glory are His. 
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[REFRAIN] 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
 

[REFRAIN] 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia. 
 

[REFRAIN] 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor: … Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
 

Welcoming of New Members 
 The Thompson Family—Andy, Rochelle, Mason and Caitlyn 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-16 
 Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all 
his surrounding enemies,   the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.”   And Nathan said to the 
king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” 
  But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan,   “Go and tell my 
servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in?   I have 
not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this 
day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling.   In all places where I have 
moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges  of Israel, 
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me 
a house of cedar?”’   Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus 
says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you 
should be prince  over my people Israel.   And I have been with you wherever you went 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great 
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name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.   And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be 
disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly,   from the 
time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a 
house.   When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up 
your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom.   He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever.   I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 
commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of 
men,   but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put 
away from before you.   And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me.  Your throne shall be established forever.’ 
 

The New Testament Reading: Galatians 4: 1-7 
 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave,  though 
he is the owner of everything,   but he is under guardians and managers until the date 
set by his father.   In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the 
elementary principles  of the world.   But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,   to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.   And because you are sons, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”   So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
Pastor: In honor of our Lord Jesus Christ, we rise for the reading of the  
  Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel Reading:  Luke 2:22-40 
 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in the Law of 
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the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”)    and to 
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or 
two young pigeons.”   Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him.  And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.   And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law,  he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
    according to your word; 

 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.  And Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of 
many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed  (and a sword will pierce through your own 
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
  And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when 
she was a virgin,   and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from 
the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.   And coming up at that very 
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
  And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.   And the child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
  

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Please be seated) 
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Sermon Hymn:  Go Tell it on the Mountain (with Preschool & Sunday School)  388 
 (After singing, children 2-6 may leave with Alissa and Jesse to go to 
 Children’s Church) 
 

Sermon  
 
(Please stand) 
 
The Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, The Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth 
And of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
The only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, 
Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven.  And was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven 
And sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 (The Children will return from Children’s Church during the Offering.)   
 
Choir Offertory 10:30   
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If you are visiting with us this morning, know that your presence here means far more to us than any gift of 
money you could make; please do not hesitate to let the plate pass you by.   
 

(Please stand) 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
  bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it  
  to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is  
  given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same  
  way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  
  thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  
  cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for 
  the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in  
  remembrance of Me.” 
Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim  
  the Lord’s death until He comes. 
People: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us your  
  body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember  
  and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,  
  Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your  
  ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  
  So remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can examine 
themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith that differs from that of 
our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the words 
“this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with alcohol 
sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
Once in Royal David’s City 376 
What Child is This  370 
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 358 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor:  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that you have refreshed us  
  through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy  
  You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and  
  in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  
  our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God  
  now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
People:  Amen 
 

The Recessional: Joy to the World  387 
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Last Week in Worship 
Sunday Worship Attendance (12/21) – 200 
Offering (12/14) - $6,192.00 
Advent Offering (12/17) - $ 328.00 
Offering (12/21) - $4,176.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Music Director: Mark Killinger 
The Organist: Sandra Quinlan 
The Elders: John Gielarowski and Frank Vallelunga 
The Acolyte: Nathan Morgan (8:00) 
 Chris Yellig (10:30) 
The Greeters: George, Jane, and Michael Kozak (8:00) 
 Elise DallaPiazza (10:30) 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier and 
 Jack Oelschlager (8:00) 
 Josh Gielarowski, Chuck LaJeunesse,  
  Loren Ludeman & Jim Oelschlager (10:30) 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian & Molly Oelschlager 
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Week of Dec. 28 – Jan. 4 

 

 
 

SUNDAY 

12/28 
   

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Study 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion 
11:45 AM – Children’s Choir Practice 
 

MONDAY 
12/29 

 

TUESDAY 
12/30 

 

WEDNESDAY 
12/31 

7:00 PM – New Years Eve Service 

THURSDAY 
1/1 
 

 
New Years Day! 

 
FRIDAY 
1/2 

 

SATURDAY 
1/3 

 

SUNDAY 
1/4 
 

8:00 AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15 AM – Bible Study / Sunday School  
10:30 AM – Worship w/ Communion  
11:45 PM – Children’s Choir Practice 
 


