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Altar Flowers are given by Jack & Jacque Oelschlager in Memory of Loved Ones & 
Kathleen & Wayne Conn in Memory of Wayne’s mom, Penny Conn. 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Judith Dames in Memory of Ray, Gregory, Andy & Paula. 
NEW YEAR’S EVE service will be at 7:00PM.  We hope you can make it!   
FREE COFFEE FRIDAY!  We’re looking for volunteers for Free Coffee Friday and we can 
use your help.  Our goal is to remind people of the love of God for them in Jesus as they 
drive to work.  (And, hopefully, throughout the day.)   
BACK TO THE BASICS.  Three years ago we studied the Gospel of John together on 
Sunday morning here in worship.  Two years ago we read through the Bible in a year.  
Last year we focused on memory passages.  This year we added a service of prayer (and 
preaching).  And now we are excited to announce that next year we are going to go BACK 
TO THE BASICS.  We’ll spend the year together in worship learning (and re-learning) the 
basics of the Christian faith.  Look for more information in the December newsletter and 
right here in the Announcements! 
NEW MEMBER LUNCHEON is coming soon!  If you’ve joined our church in the last year 
or so (or if you’ve been visiting with us for a good bit of time), look for an invitation to 
come to a free lunch on January 11th, where you can get to know the church leadership.  
USHERS NEEDED! Please consider volunteering to be an usher for early or late service 
for 2015.  The sign-up sheet is in the narthex.  Contact Larry Zreliak with any questions! 
HELP NEEDED with changing the sayings on the outside sign.  If you would like to help 
with this please contact Pastor or the church office.   
C  (Children’s Church) will begin on Sunday December 28th for children ages 2 to 
Kindergarten.  C  will take place during the Sermon Hymn until the offering.   
SUNDAY SCHOOL REMINDERS: The Sunday school meeting has been cancelled for 
December.  There will be no Sunday school classes on December 28th. 
OFFERING ENVELOPES for next year are now available.  You can be picked them up in 
the back of the church.   
NEED PRAYER?  Stephen Ministers and Elders will be available to pray with or for you 
following the Service in the Chancel area.   
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will begin in January.  We’ll both be studying the 
same thing: Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.  Men will continue to meet on Saturday Jan. 
10th at 8:00am; women on Tuesday Jan. 13th at 7:30.  The study will last for six weeks; 
fun for the whole family!  Sign-up sheets are hanging in the narthex.   
TODAY’S GOSPEL READING AND SERMON will be posted to the ZLCB.org website later 
today. For an archive of older sermons, visit www.zlcb.org/sermons 
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Welcome to worship! 
  
 
Welcome (back)! 
  
This morning we pick up where we left off 15 hours ago: celebrating the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus!  You have taken time out of your busy Christmas schedule to 
make worship a priority.  Because people like you come to places like this, we 
can rightly say that Christ has been kept in Christmas.  The cars, trucks and 
SUV’s that you left in the parking lot bear silent witness to the people passing by 
that there is a deeper and more significant meaning to this holiday than the 
exchanging of presents and a day off from work.   
  
The first time I went to a Christmas Day service was after I became a Pastor.  I 
wish I wouldn’t have waited so long.  There’s something special about the 
Christmas Day crowd that you don’t get on Christmas Eve.  Don’t get me wrong, 
I love the outreach potential and festivities of the Christmas Eve service, but 
there’s something simple and good about coming back Christmas Day.  We know 
why we are here.   
  
And so, with that in mind, I simply want to wish—from my family to yours—a 
very Merry Christmas!  Thank you for being here this morning; pray that your 
celebration of the birth of our Savior brings you peace and joy today, and even 
throughout the year. 
  
In Christ, 
Pastor Duncan 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor   
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
Please take a moment before the service to fill out the Attendance books. 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn:  Angels We Have Heard on High  368 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
  

Confession and Absolution   
 

Pastor:  This Christmas morning, we come together to celebrate and  
  remember the miraculous birth of Jesus—fully God and fully  
  man, made like us in every way, yet without sin.  But as we look 
  to find meaning in the one born King of the Jews, we come to  
  the uncomfortable realization that Jesus came into the world  
  because we are sinful and cannot save ourselves.  Therefore, in  
  view of the manger, angels and shepherds, let us confess our  
  sins. 
People:  Father in heaven, we thank you for sending your Son, our  
  Lord Jesus Christ into the world for we cannot save   
  ourselves.  Have mercy on us, forgive our sins and lead us  
  to greater faith and obedience.  Give us the privilege of  
  speaking your name to the world you love and sent your  
  Son to redeem.  Amen.   
 

The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen.  
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer.  
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The Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 40: 17-21, 34-38 
 

 In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the 
tabernacle was erected.    Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and 
set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars.   And he spread 
the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the 
Lord had commanded Moses.   He took the testimony and put it into the ark, 
and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark.   And he 
brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and 
screened the ark of the testimony, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 
 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle.   And Moses was not able to enter the tent of 
meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle.  Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up 
from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out.   But if the cloud 
was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken 
up.   For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it 
by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. 
 

The New Testament Lesson: Titus 3:4-7 
 

  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared,  he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, 
but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 
the Holy Spirit,  whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior,   so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life. 
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Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter.  
People:  Glory to Thee, O Lord! 
 

The Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.    He was in the beginning with God.   All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.   In him was 
life,  and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.   He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world.   He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him.   He came to his own,  and his own people  did not receive 
him.  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God,   who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.   (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)   For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.   For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.   No one has ever seen 
God; the only God,  who is at the Father's side,  he has made him known. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
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(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  Once in Royal David’s City 376 
 

Sermon 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Nicene Creed  
 

I believe in one God, The Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth 
And of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
The only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, 
Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven.  And was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
And sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 
(Please stand) 
 

Pastor:   Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead  
  our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of 
  the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you  
  may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his  
  sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
People:  Amen!  
 



8 
 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Music Director: Mark Killinger 
The Organist: Sandra Quinlan 
The Elders: John Gielarowski and Frank Vallelunga 
The Acolyte: Augie Bishop & Chris Yellig (10:00) 
The Crucifer: Bill Bishop (10:00) 
The Greeters: TBA (10:00) 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier and 
 Jack Oelschlager (8:00) 
 Josh Gielarowski, Chuck LaJeunesse,  
  Loren Ludeman & Jim Oelschlager (10:30) 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian & Molly Oelschlager 
  

The Recessional:  Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 386 


