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ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Judith Dames in memory of Ray, Gregory, Andy & 
Paula. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Jack & Jacque Oelschlager in Memory of Loved 
Ones & Wayne & Kathleen Conn in Memory of Wayne’s mom, Penny Conn. 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICES will be at 10:00am and 
7:00pm respectively.  Celebrate the birth of our Savior and the coming New Year 
with your family in Christ and the Gospel of our Lord!   
 
MIDWEEK SERVICES begin on January 7th @ 7:00pm.  Come and join us for 
midweek services of prayer and preaching!   
 
VISITORS!  We are glad that you are here!  Our ushers are here to make your 
time in worship as enjoyable as possible.  If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.  We hope that, through your time here, your faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ would be strengthened and you would be encouraged in 
your Christian faith.  If you have any questions about what we believe, of if you 
have questions or comments about the church, please speak with our Pastor 
after the worship service.  (He will be by the door.)   
 
ZLCB.ORG  Sermons, videos, pictures from Zion events, Bible Studies, and a 
plethora of interesting information is available on our website, which is updated 
daily.  Add it to your “favorites”, “like” it on Facebook, and keep checking in 
often.  You never know what you’re going to find on ZLCB.ORG! 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 

Does any of this really matter? 
  
The presents under the tree.  The tree.  The decorations on the tree.  The cookies.  
The family pictures.  The Christmas cards.  The presents you sent off to family.  The 
presents you sent off to people you no longer see.  Egg nog.  The office party.  The 
traveling.  The coins you gave to the Salvation Army.  Dressing up and coming to 
church.  Does any of this really matter, or is it all part of a routine whose original 
meaning is lost in the annals of history—if there ever was meaning to it at all?   
  
Our culture sends a confusing message about Christmas.  Manger displays mix 
seamlessly with Santa and Frosty.  And somehow we have made the connection 
between buying more than we can afford with the birth of one for whom there was 
no room in the inn.  Even our separated-from-church state has endorsed the 
celebration of the Son of God.  You have every right to be just a little confused as you 
come to church this evening. 
  
Does any of this really matter? 
Yes.  Yes it does.  But just a very little bit of it.   
  
The presents don’t matter.  Egg nog doesn’t matter.  The gift giving, the cards and 
decorations are all good things, but ultimately do not matter.  There’s plenty of 
bathwater surrounding Christmas, but what matters is the Baby.   
  
This evening, our focus is where it belongs: on the inspired recording of the birth of 
Jesus, the Savior of the world.  Strip away all the distractions and even traditions 
and this is what matters.  God became like us in every way, making himself a human 
being so that he might one day die on a cross and make atonement for the sins of the 
whole world—yours and mine—so that we might live with him forever.   
  
God bless your time in worship this evening as you celebrate and remember the 
birth of Jesus. 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor   
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 

 

The Prelude – Carol Medley 
 
Choir:  Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Processional Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful                                379  
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
   
Invitation to Confession Spoken by the Pastor   
  

People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We  
  justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen.  
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
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Away in the Manger                             Jesse Carter & Sunday School 
 
The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-14 
 

 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz,   “Ask a sign of the Lord your  God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”   But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 
the Lord to the test.”   And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 
you to weary men, that you weary my God also?   Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.  

 

The Hymn of Praise: Hark the Herald Angels Sing                     380 
     
 

The New Testament Reading: 1 John 4:7-16 
 

  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God.  Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love.   In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.   In this is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.   Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.   No one 
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected 
in us. 
  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit.   And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 
Savior of the world.   Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides 
in him, and he in God.   So we have come to know and to believe the love that God 
has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 
him. 
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The Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

   Now the birth of Jesus Christ  took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed  to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit.   And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.   But as he considered 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.   She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”   All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife,   but knew her not until she 
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

The Sermon Hymn: What Child Is This                                 370  
 
Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried, 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering  
 

The Offertory:  Mary Did You Know    Adult Choir 
  
Candle Light Hymn – Silent Night                                                     363 
 
The Benediction 
People:  Amen 
 
The Recessional: Joy to the World 387 
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You may pick up the poinsettias in the color you ordered at the completion of the 
service. 

Service Participants
 

The Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
The Organist: Sandra Quinlan 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and John Gielarowski 
The Acolytes: Josiah Ackerman & Jennifer Fitzgerald 
The Crucifer: Mitchell Fitzgerald 
The Greeters: TBD 
The Ushers: TBD 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager 
 
Special Music Participants: 
Sandra Quinlan – Piano/Organ 
Jesse Carter – Guitar/Trombone 
Mark Killinger – Trumpet 
Dan Killinger – Trumpet 
Shelley Killinger – Piano 
Molly Oelschlager – French Horn 
Matthew Liberatore – Piano 
Josh Snyder – Soprano Saxophone 
Lean Quinlan – Flute 
Carley Rockovich - Piano 
  

 


