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ETERNAL LIGHT is given by … 

 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Peter & Barbara Fisher in thankfulness for the gifts of 
Christmas and Roxanne Burgh in Memory of Loved Ones. 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Judith Dames in Memory of Ray, Gregory, Andy 
& Paula. 
THANK YOU: I wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to the members of Zion for your 
outpouring of support to help me after the house fire that destroyed my belongings last 
week. Your generosity made it possible for me to purchase immediate necessities as I 
begin to recover from this loss.  Thank you.  May God bless you this Christmas season.  
John Kohlhepp 
FREE COFFEE FRIDAY!  We’re looking for volunteers for Free Coffee Friday and we can 
use your help.  Our goal is to remind people of the love of God for them in Jesus as they 
drive to work.  (And, hopefully, throughout the day.)   
BACK TO THE BASICS.  Three years ago we studied the Gospel of John together on 
Sunday morning here in worship.  Two years ago we read through the Bible in a year.  
Last year we focused on memory passages.  This year we added a service of prayer (and 
preaching).  And now we are excited to announce that next year we are going to go BACK 
TO THE BASICS.  We’ll spend the year together in worship learning (and re-learning) the 
basics of the Christian faith.  Look for more information in the December newsletter and 
right here in the Announcements! 
NEW MEMBER LUNCHEON is coming soon!  If you’ve joined our church in the last year 
or so (or if you’ve been visiting with us for a good bit of time), look for an invitation to 
come to a free lunch on January 11th, where you can get to know the church leadership.  
USHERS NEEDED! Please consider volunteering to be an usher for early or late service 
for 2015.  The sign-up sheet is in the narthex.  Contact Larry Zreliak with any questions! 
Help Needed with changing the sayings on the outside sign.  If you would like to help 
with this please contact Pastor or the church office.   
C  (Children’s Church) will begin on Sunday December 28th for children ages 2 to 
Kindergarten.  C  will take place during the Sermon Hymn until the offering.   
SUNDAY SCHOOL REMINDERS: The Sunday school meeting has been cancelled for 
December.  There will be no Sunday school classes on December 28th. 
CHRISTMAS (EVE) SERVICES.  Join us for worship this Christmas Eve (7:00pm) and 
Christmas Day (10:00am) to celebrate the Savior’s Birth!   
OFFERING ENVELOPES for next year are now available.  You can be picked them up in 
the back of the church.   
NEED PRAYER?  Stephen Ministers and Elders will be available to pray with or for you 
following the Service in the chancel area.   
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will begin in January.  We’ll both be studying the 
same thing: Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.  Men will continue to meet on Saturday Jan. 
10th at 8:00am; women on Tuesday Jan. 13th at 7:30.  The study will last for six weeks; 
fun for the whole family!  Sign-up sheets are hanging in the narthex.   
TODAY’S GOSPEL READING AND SERMON will be posted to the ZLCB.org website later 
today. For an archive of older sermons, visit www.zlcb.org/sermons 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 

Last week, we spent some time contemplating the doubts of John the Baptist and 
how Jesus reacted to festering unbelief in the heart of one of his most strident 
supporters.  This morning, we will again spend some time with John, only 
instead of focusing on his doubts we will focus on the testimony he gave when 
asked if he was the Christ.   

 The ruling Jews from Jerusalem sent a delegation out to where John was 
baptizing to inquire of the evangelist who he might be.  He denies being the 
Christ, Elijah or the Prophet, claiming to be “the voice of one calling out in the 
wilderness.”  John knew his place.  He knew what he had been called by God to 
do.  He was content with his calling; he had no ambition to be anything other 
than what he was given to be.    

If John’s goal was to promote himself on the coattails of religion, he would have 
responded differently; he would have promoted himself and demanded a 
following—allegiance from those who came out to the Jordan to be baptized by 
him.  But he doesn’t.  Instead, he uses the position and role he had been given to 
give glory to God by proclaiming the reign of Christ.   

This morning, we are going to look at what our callings are as Advent People.  
How can we, like John, “prepare the way of the Lord” in our lives and for those 
around us?   

God bless you as you worship this morning, preparing your hearts for the birth 
of the Christ Child. 

-Pastor Duncan 

 
 
 
Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor   
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  If you are visiting us 
this morning and would like to be contacted by the church, please indicate so in 
the Attendance Book.  We are glad you chose to worship at Zion this morning!)  
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn                Insert  
 

The Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 

Confession of Sins    
Pastor:  This morning our focus on being Advent People continues.  We  
  will listen to John the Baptist deny being the Christ, Elijah and  
  “the Prophet.”  All too often in our pride we convince ourselves 
  that we are more than we really are.  In need of a Savior, we  
  are, in the words of Luther, “poor miserable sinners.”    
  Therefore, let us confess our sins.      
  

People: Lord Jesus Christ, we confess to you that we have sinned  
  against you in thought, word and deed.  We have done  
  what we should not have done and failed to do good when  
  given ample opportunity.  Forgive us.  Lead us to greater  
  faith and obedience, as well as leading us to believe and  
  delight in the reality that we are sinners who have a   
  Savior.  Amen.    
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise:  This Is the Feast 155 
 

Refrain: 
This is the feast of victory of our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
 

[REFRAIN] 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing and glory are His. 
 

[REFRAIN] 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
 

[REFRAIN] 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia. 
 

[REFRAIN] 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor: … Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
   “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—  just as you desired of the Lord your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the 
voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’   And 
the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken.   I will raise up for them 
a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak to them all that I command him.   And whoever will not listen to my 
words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 
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The New Testament Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.    Let your reasonableness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;   do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Pastor: In honor of our Lord Jesus Christ, we rise for the reading of the  
  Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel Reading:  John 1:19-28 
 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”   He confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.”   And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”  So they said 
to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?”   He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight  the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
  (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)  They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”  John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 
know,  even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 
untie.”  These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 
  

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Please be seated) 
 
 

Sermon Hymn:  When All the World Was Cursed   346 
 

Sermon – “Who Do You Think You Are?” 
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(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

Choir Offertory 10:30  -   The First Noel/Pachelbel’s Canon 
 

If you are visiting with us this morning, know that your presence here means far more to us than any gift of 
money you could make; please do not hesitate to let the plate pass you by.   
 

(Please stand) 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
  bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it  
  to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is  
  given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same  
  way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  
  thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this  
  cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for 
  the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in  
  remembrance of Me.” 
Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim  
  the Lord’s death until He comes. 
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People: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us your  
  body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember  
  and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,  
  Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your  
  ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  
  So remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can examine 
themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith that differs from that of 
our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the words 
“this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   



9 
 

The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with alcohol 
sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
Once He Came in Blessing 333 
Arise,  O Christian People  354 
The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 348 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor:  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that you have refreshed us  
  through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy  
  You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and  
  in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  
  our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God  
  now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
People:  Amen 
 

The Recessional: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  357 
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Last Week in Worship 
Sunday Worship Attendance (12/14) – 225 
Midweek Advent Attendance (12/17) – 52 
Offering (12/7) - $5,150.44 
Advent Offering (12/10) - $ 669.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Music Director: Mark Killinger 
The Organist: Sandra Quinlan 
The Elders: John Gielarowski and Frank Vallelunga 
The Acolyte: Jennifer Fitzgerald (8:00) 
 Carly Rockovich (10:30) 
The Greeters: Bill & Melanie Becker (8:00) 
 Jay & Kim Anderson (10:30) 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier and 
 Jack Oelschlager (8:00) 
 Josh Gielarowski, Chuck LaJeunesse,  
  Loren Ludeman & Jim Oelschlager (10:30) 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian & Molly Oelschlager 
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Week of Dec. 21 – 28 

 

 
 

SUNDAY 

12/21 
   

8:00 AM – Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM –  Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:30 AM – Worship w/Communion 
11:45 AM – Children’s Choir Practice 
 

MONDAY 
12/22 

 

TUESDAY 
12/23 

 

WEDNESDAY 
12/24 

7:00 PM – Christmas Eve Service 

THURSDAY 
12/25 
 

10:00AM – Christmas Day Service 
 

 
FRIDAY 
12/26 

 

SATURDAY 
12/27 

 

SUNDAY 
12/28 
 

8:00 AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15 AM – Bible Study  
10:30 AM – Worship w/ Communion  
11:45 PM – Children’s Choir Practice 
 


