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FANTASY FOOTBALL begins at the end of the month.  If you’d like to be 
a part of Zion’s Fantasy Football league, there’s a sign-up sheet in the 
narthex area.  Space is limited, so sign-up today! 
 
WHAT’S NEXT?   The sanctuary has been renovated, we have air 
conditioning, and we added a Music Director.  What’s next for Zion?  The 
next project we have in store is to renovate the kitchen.  Look for more 
information about our Kitchen Refresh in the monthly newsletter, in 
bulletins (like this one) and on-line.   
 
ZION’s GOT TALENT. Do you like to sing?  Do other people like it when 
you sing?  Does your shower listen to you sing?  There are sign-up 
sheets in the narthex area for the Adult Choir and Youth Choir at Zion!  
There’s also a place for you to sign-up if you can play a musical 
instrument (or instruments).  We are expanding our music ministry and 
we want YOU to be a part of it!  More information will be available in 
Zion’s monthly newsletter and on-line.    
 
VICAR CHRIS needs your help!  He is responsible for organizing our 
Oktoberfest and will be asking for your help making our 6th Oktoberfest 
the best one yet!     
 
TWO SERVICES.   We go back to two services September 7th.  Which 
happens to by “Rally Day” for Sunday School, and the date for our 6th 
Annual Oktoberfest.  Services will be at 8 and 10:30.     
 
HELP WANTED.  Zion’s Office Administrator, Julie Huse, will be taking 
leave at the end of October when her and Brooks’ baby is born.  We will 
be sorry to see Julie leave, but fully support her decision to stay at home 
to raise their child.  If you are interested in applying for the Office 
Administrator position, please contact Pastor Duncan.   
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Prayer Vigil for the Persecuted Church 
 

The Invocation 
 

Vicar:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
   
Introduction to the Prayer Vigil   
 

Vicar:   Brothers and sisters in Christ, we come together this evening as the  
  body of Christ, responding to the invitation from our Lord to pray  
  continually, to ask with boldness, and to expect that our prayers will  
  be answered.  There are always good reasons to pray both   
  individually, together in our families, and corporately as a   
  congregation.  News reports from Iraq and other places around the  
  world have prompted us to come together at this time to pray  
  together.  Christians are being persecuted in a violent, public   
  way.  Being asked to decide between the impossible  (renouncing  
  their faith in Christ) and the unimaginable (death), many have  
  made the ultimate sacrifice for their faith.  And so we pray.   
Vicar:   But before we pray, let us consider the Scriptures as they invite us to  
  speak to God with boldness and confidence, trusting that he will not  
  only listen, but  respond by giving us more than we could ask for or  
  imagine. 
 People:  Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!  You have  
  given me relief when I was in distress.  Be gracious to me and  
  hear my prayer!  Psalm 4:1. 
Pastor:  The Lord has heard by plea; the Lord accepts my prayer.  All my  
  enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled; they shall turn back  
  and be put to shame in a moment.  Psalm 6:9-10 
Vicar:  I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to  
  me; hear my words.  Wondrously show your steadfast love, O Savior  
  of those who seek refuge from their adversaries at your right hand.   
  Psalm 17:6-7 
People: Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry; hold not your peace  
  at my tears!  For I am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my  
  fathers.  Look away from me, that I may smile again, before I depart  
  and am no more!  Psalm 39:12-13 
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Pastor: O God, save me by your name, and vindicate me by your might.  O  
  God, hear my prayer, give ear to the words of my mouth.  For   
  strangers have risen against me; ruthless men seek my life; they do  
  not set God before themselves.  ~Selah~  Behold, God is my helper;  
  the Lord is the upholder of my life.  He will return the evil to my  
  enemies; in your faithfulness put an end to them.  With a freewill  
  offering I will sacrifice to you; I will give thanks to your name, O  
  Lord, for it is good.  For he has delivered me from every trouble, and  
  my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.  Psalm 54 
 

Prayers for the Persecuted Church in Syria and Iraq 
 

The Verse (sung by soloist): O Lord, Hear My Prayer 
(Please stand) 
 

Vicar:   For our brothers and sisters in Christ in the town of Raqqa, that they  
  would remain faithful to the one who has called them by the Gospel,  
  let us pray: 
People:  Lord Jesus, although we do not know the names of your people  
  in the city of Raqqa, you do.  We ask that you would look with  
  compassion on your people there, grant them relief from their  
  suffering.  We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Vicar:  For our brothers in sisters in Christ in the town of Qaim, that they  
  would cling to the promises of your word, that you will never leave  
  them nor forsake them, let us pray: 
People: Lord of Life, we ask that you would be merciful to your people in 
  Qaim.  Demonstrate your presence among them and glorify your 
  name.   
Vicar:  For the body of Christ in Deir al Zair, that they would be bold   
  witnesses to the truth and that, in the middle of persecution, they  
  would thrive and grow, let us pray: 
People: Lord of the church, unleash the power of the Holy Spirit to bring  
  people to faith in Christ through the witness of your people in  
  Deir al Zair and across this face of the planet, that sins may be  
  pardoned and eternal life given. 
 

 (Please be seated) 
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Prayer Verses 
 

Pastor: Give ear to my prayer, O God, and hide not yourself from my plea for  
  mercy!  Attend to me, and answer me; I am restless in my complaint  
  and I moan, because of the noise of the enemy, because of the  
  oppression of the wicked.  For they drop trouble upon me, and in  
  anger they bear a grudge against me.  Psalm 55:1-3 
People: Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer; from the end of the  
  earth I call to you when my heart is faint.  Lead me to the rock  
  that is higher than I, for you have been my refuge, a strong  
  tower against the enemy.  Let me dwell in your tent forever!  Let 
  me take refuge under the shelter of your wings!  Psalm 61:1-4 
Pastor: Psalm 90: the Prayer of Moses, the Man of God.  Lord, you have been  
  our dwelling place in all generations.  Before the mountains were  
  brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from  
  everlasting to everlasting you are God.  You return man to dust and  
  say, “Return, O children of man!”  For a thousand years in your sight  
  are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.  You  
  sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass  
  that is renewed in the morning; in the morning it flourishes and is  
  renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. 
People: For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we  
  are dismayed.  You have set our iniquities before you, our secret 
  sins in the light of your presence.  For all our days pass away  
  under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh.  The  
  years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength  
  eighty, yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone,  
  and we fly away. 
Pastor: Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to 
  the fear of you?  So teach us to number our days that we may get a  
  heart of wisdom.  Return, O Lord! How long?  Have pity on your  
  servants!  Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we  
  may rejoice and be glad all our days.   
People: Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, and for  
  as many years as we have seen evil.  Let your work be shown to  
  your servants, and your glorious power to their children.  Let  
  the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work 
  of our hands upon us; yes, establish the work of our hands! 
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The Verse (sung by soloist): O Lord, Hear My Prayer 
(Please stand) 
 

Vicar:   For your people in Mosul, that they would be given relief from fear  
  and enjoy times of peace to proclaim your goodness and mercy, let  
  us pray: 
People:  Prince of Peace, deliver your people from persecution and fear.   
  Perform signs and wonders to benefit and bless your people in  
  Mosul, that you might demonstrate yourself to be the Living  
  God, and the deliverer of the persecuted and oppressed. 
Vicar:  For those who bear the name of Christ in Tikrit, that they would  
  remain united and steadfast, that their witness would be known  
  throughout the world, let us pray: 
People: Giver of faith, we ask that you would strengthen the faith and  
  witness of your people in Tikrit.  Let their faithfulness be known 
  throughout the earth and your name praised.   
Vicar:  For the people of God in the cities of Walid and Turaibil, that justice  
  and peace would be delivered to them by the hand of none other  
  than God himself, let us pray: 
People: Lord of justice and peace, deliver your people from the hand of  
  their oppressors, protect and defend them against all harm and  
  danger, preserve their faith and lead them to greater trust in  
  you as the giver of all good things. 
 

 (Please be seated) 
 

Prayer Verses 
 

Pastor: And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and  
  do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree,  
  but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into  
  the sea,’ it will happen.  And whatever you ask in prayer, you will  
  receive, if you have faith.”  Matthew 21:21-22. 
People: Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,  
  which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.  And  
  when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where  
  they were staying.  Peter and John and James and Andrew,  
  Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
  Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James.  All  
  these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer,  
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  together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus and his  
  brothers.  Acts 1:12-14 
Pastor: And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the  
  fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  And awe came  
  upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done  
  through the apostles.  And all who believed were together and had  
  all things in common.  And they were selling their possessions and  
  belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  And 
  day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in  
  their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,  
  praising God and having favor with all the people.  And the Lord  
  added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  Acts  
  2:42-47 
People: When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made  
  many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to  
  Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging  
  them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many  
  tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.  And when they  
  had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and  
  fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had  
  believed.  Acts 14:21-23 
Pastor: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.  Let your   
  reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand: do not  
  be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and   
  supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to  
  God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will  
  guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:4-7   
People: When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in  
  heaven for about half an hour.  Then I saw the seven angels who  
  stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  And  
  another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer,  
  and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all  
  the saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke  
  of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God  
  from the hand of the angel.  Then the angel took the censer and  
  filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and  
  there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and 
  an earthquake.  Revelation 8:1-5 
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The Verse (sung by soloist): O Lord, Hear My Prayer 
(Please stand) 
 

Vicar:   For the saints in Rawah and Anah, that they would let the love they  
  have for each other and for God make a life-changing impression on  
  those who persecute them, let us pray: 
People: Use your people, O God, to change the hearts of those who hate  
  them and would do them harm.  Create faith in the enemies of  
  your people and create true peace through faith in our Lord  
  Jesus Christ.   
Vicar:  For the faithful remnant in Ramadi, that they would be protected by  
  God so that their quiet lives of faith and righteousness may bring  
  praise to his name, let us pray: 
People: Protector of the weak, protect your people in Ramadi, that they  
  may exercise their faith freely, to be a blessing to those who do  
  not know you, and to bring glory to your name.   
Vicar:  Finally, let us pray for the Christians living in Falluja, that they may  
  keep their eyes focused on Jesus Christ and him crucified for them in  
  the middle of adversity and persecution.   
People: Lord of the church, keep your gospel at the center of the lives of  
  your people in Falluja, and your church across the earth, that we 
  would all draw our identity and strength from the one who gave 
  his life as a ransom for all people.   
 

(Please be seated) 

The Verse (sung by soloist): O Lord, Hear My Prayer 
 

The Homily 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
Vicar:   …Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Benediction  
Following the Benediction, you are encouraged to gather together in small 
groups in the narthex area, the back of the church, and the chancel area to 
pray together.  Pastor will lead a group in the chancel; Vicar will lead a group 
in the back of the church.  You may also remain in your pew to pray silently 
for as long as you wish.  Thank you for being here this evening.   


