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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
VOTERS MEETING. There will be a voters meeting on Sunday, April 27, at 9:20. 
PHASE TWO of our Sanctuary Improvement Project has begun!  In Phase One 
we laid down new flooring, stained the wood, added new kneelers at the 
Communion Rail and added pew chairs in the back of the sanctuary.  Now, for 
Phase Two, we are going to tint the windows (to reduce glare and temperature) 
and add air conditioning.  We estimate that this project will not exceed $45,000.  
Please prayerfully consider how you can help us complete Phase Two before the 
summer heat is upon us!  Look for more information about Phase Two of the 
Sanctuary Improvement Project in future bulletins, newsletters and on our 
website.   
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION will be open on Easter Sunday! 
 Look for the "Weird Animals" table in the Narthex for registration and volunteer 
forms!  Check out our website for more information:  www.zlcb.org/vbs. 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at Concordia South Hills. Residents of Personal Care 
and the Medical Center would love a visit from you.  Volunteers are needed to 
usher residents to activities and encourage them. Simple activities include art, 
music and cooking, led by a professional.  Assistance with the once-a-month 
birthday party is also needed.  Or you can just visit, listen and pray with them.  
If you could give of your time occasionally, it could be once a month, once a 
week or every other month.  You can choose to be a blessing to these lovely 
residents looking for a sympathetic ear or pat on the back. Contact Barbara 
Fisher at 412-881-8446 or Kelly Epperson, Activities Director, at 412-294-1357. 
SOFTBALL. The first game of the season is next Tuesday at 6:45 at McLaughlin 
Run Park.  Come out and support your Zion Lions! 
FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY is rapidly approaching.  If you are thinking about 
inviting someone to come with you on May 11th, please allow us to partner with 
you in prayer by completing the Friendship Sunday insert-card and placing it in 
the offering plate.   
J@CK.  That’s the name of our Summer Mission Trip: July at Camp for the 
Kingdom.  We’ll be going to Camp Pioneer from the 27th of July to the 3rd of 
August to serve.  Details to come, mark your calendars now; all are welcome! 
EASTER SERVICES are at 8:00 and 10:30, with a breakfast in between the 
services starting at 9:15.  Celebrate the resurrection of our Lord with us at Zion!   
CREATION SEMINAR.  Zion will be hosting a Creation Seminar the weekend of 
June 13-15th.  Mark your calendars and prepare to come and listen to experts in 
different scientific fields defend the Biblical account of creation. 
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 Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

 “Pastor, am I saved?”  It’s not uncommon that this question is asked 
either overtly or under the cloak of some other question or statement about 
salvation, grace, forgiveness, and sin.  In theory three answers are possible: 
you are not saved; I do not know if you are saved; and you are saved.  The 
first is true if the only way to be saved is for you to be perfect as God is 
perfect.  The second is true if God demands a level of obedience or good 
works and might choose to overlook or pay for your shortcomings and sins 
himself.  The third is true only if God has saved you himself.   
 Tonight, we are going to witness and remember the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  As we move closer, the light grows dim.  And when he, the Light 
of the World, is entombed, it will be dark.  We will sing hymns that are 
emotionally charged and listen to passages of Scripture that have moved the 
souls of hundreds of millions before us.  We will stand in dark silence as the 
cross is laid on the altar. 
 “Am I saved?”  Opinions vary.  Your feelings shift from one extreme to 
the other, unstable and uncertain.  Your works and even your faith are weak.   
 Look to the cross.  See Jesus suffering, the righteous for the 
unrighteous.  See him obediently enduring the wrath of a Holy God for the 
sins of the world.  See his broken body hanging lifeless and know beyond a 
doubt that atonement for sins has been made.   
 You will not find assurance of your salvation in religious rituals, your 
good works, or even the strength of your faith.  There is one place, and one 
place only, where you can be assured that sins are forgiven and you stand 
guiltless in the presences of God: the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  When 
doubts and fears come your way, look at the love of Christ on display, lifted 
up, for the whole world and for you! 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  David Schultz, Vicar 
www.zlcb.org  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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The Service of the Word 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance Books, located at either end of the pew.  Thank you!) 
 

The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  Jesus I Will Ponder Now 440 vs.1, 2, 5, 6 
 
The Invocation 
 

Vicar:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

The Confession and Absolution  
 

Vicar: This evening we come together to witness and remember the 
amends-making sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The only 
sacrifice able to atone for sin, Jesus went to the cross for you 
and for all.  Therefore, poor in spirit, we confess our sins to 
him. 

People:  Lord Jesus Christ, I confess that I have sinned.  I have 
sinned against strangers.  I have sinned against people I 
know.  I have sinned against people I call my friends.  I 
have sinned against people you have given to me for 
family.  I have sinned against you.  Forgive my sins with the 
blood of your cross.  Blot out my transgressions with the 
blood of your cross.  Restore me to a right relationship 
with you by the blood of your cross.  By the blood of your 
cross, save me.  Amen. 

 

The Absolution (spoken by the Vicar) 
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The First Song: What Wondrous Love Is This   543 
 

Luke 22:39-53 
 And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and 
the disciples followed him.  And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that 
you may not enter into temptation.”  And he withdrew from them about a stone's 
throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 
from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.”  And there appeared to him 
an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed more 
earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.  

And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping for 
sorrow, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not 
enter into temptation.” 
 While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one 
of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said to 
him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” And when those who 
were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the 
sword?”  And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 
 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him.  Then 
Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come 
out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 
 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But 
this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” 
 

First Devotion: The Garden 
 

The Second Song: O Sacred Head Now Wounded   450 
 

Luke 22:54-62 
 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's 
house, and Peter was following at a distance.  And when they had kindled a fire in the 
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middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among them.  Then a 
servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, “This man 
also was with him.”  But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.”  And a little 
later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, 
“Man, I am not.”  And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, 
“Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.”  But Peter said, “Man, 
I do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still 
speaking, the rooster crowed.  And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter 
remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows today, you will deny me three times.”  And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 

Second Devotion: A Denial 
 

The Third Song:  Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted  451 
 

Luke 22:63-23:5 
 Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they 
beat him.  They also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that 
struck you?”  And they said many other things against him, blaspheming him. 
 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, 
both chief priests and scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they said, 
 “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 
and if I ask you, you will not answer.  But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated 
at the right hand of the power of God.” So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, 
then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.”  Then they said, “What further 
testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.” 
 Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. And 
they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and 
forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 
 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You 
have said so.”  Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in 
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this man.”  But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout 
all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.” 
 

Third Devotion:  On Trial 
 

The Fourth Song:   When I Behold Jesus Christ 542 
 

Luke 23:6-25 
 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when 
he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who 
was himself in Jerusalem at that time.  When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for 
he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to 
see some sign done by him.  So he questioned him at some length, but he made no 
answer.  The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him.  And 
Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him 
in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate.  And Herod and Pilate became friends 
with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other. 
  Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and 
said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And 
after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your 
charges against him.  Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing 
deserving death has been done by him.  I will therefore punish and release him.”  
 But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us 
Barabbas”— a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the 
city and for murder.  Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, but 
they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!”  A third time he said to them, “Why, what 
evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish 
and release him.”  But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be 
crucified. And their voices prevailed.  So Pilate decided that their demand should be 
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granted.  He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and 
murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will. 
 

Fourth Devotion:  Death Sentence   
 

The Fifth Song:   The Lamb 547 
 

Luke 23:26-43 
 And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 
in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. And there 
followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and 
lamenting for him.  But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.  For behold, the days are 
coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and 
the breasts that never nursed!’  Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on 
us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’  For if they do these things when the wood is green, 
what will happen when it is dry?” 
 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 
 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, 
and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  And Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 
garments.  And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 
 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If 
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”  There was also an inscription over him, 
“This is the King of the Jews.” 
 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!”  But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed justly, 
for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing 
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wrong.”  And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  And 
he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 

Fifth Devotion: Making Amends   
 

The Sixth Song: The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns   532 
 

Luke 23:44-56 
 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land 
until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn 
in two.  Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. Now when the centurion 
saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” 
 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had 
taken place, returned home beating their breasts.  And all his acquaintances and the 
women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 
 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He 
was a member of the council, a good and righteous man, who had not consented to 
their decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God.  This man went 
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and wrapped it in a 
linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid.  It 
was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning.  The women who had 
come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 
 Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments. 
 On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
 
Sixth Devotion: Victoriously Dead 
 

The Seventh Song: Were You There   456 vs. 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Spoken softly by the Congregation) 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar: David Schultz 
The Organist: Dennis Johnson 
The Elders: Rob Oelschlager and David Hutula 
The Acolyte TBD 
The Ushers: TBD 
Altar Guild: Debra LaJeunesse, Carrie Lemonovich and Carolyn Wible 
  

The Strepitus 
 

The Ringing of the Bell and Lowering of the Cross 
 

The Congregation leaves in silence. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


