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 Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

 This evening we come together to listen to the Word of God from 
Genesis 3.  This reading, the Old Testament Lesson from last Sunday, is the 
theme for our first midweek Lenten Service of 2014.  In this text, we hear 
how a serpent deceived Eve (and, down the line, her husband, Adam) with a 
simple question and one little lie.  It’s easy to read the story and think how 
foolish Adam and Eve were, listening to the serpent instead of the clear word 
of God.  We can learn a lot from this disastrous chapter in Scripture.  One of 
the things we can learn is just how weak humankind was—even before the 
Fall.  If Adam and Eve gave into the lies and the deception of the serpent in 
their original condition, how easy is it for us, whose nature has been 
disfigured by sin, to give in to the myriad temptations that surround us. 
 Eve gave in to an obvious lie.  We, on the other hand, are bombarded 
by temptations that are subtle.  “Nobody will get hurt.”  “You deserve it!”  “It’s 
your life.”  “One more won’t kill you.”  “Just one little peek.”  How much more 
important is it then for us to know by heart what God’s Word says, so that we 
can resist the temptations to sin that saturate our daily lives. 
 Vicar David preached on the Gospel Lesson on Sunday, which was 
from Matthew 4, where Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil.  More than a talking serpent, Jesus was tempted by the father of lies 
himself.  And whereas the serpent used a bald face lie that Eve 
unquestioningly bought, the devil uses cunning and deceit as he twisted 
God’s Word to ensnare Jesus.  Not only did Jesus stand up to the devil on an 
empty stomach (he hadn’t had anything to eat for 40 days), but he prevailed 
in a way that caused the devil to leave him.   
 And now this Jesus, the only one in history to go up against the devil 
himself and come out on top, comes to us with words of forgiveness and 
peace for when we, like Adam and Eve, fail to prevail against the evils that 
tempt us.  This Jesus, who succeeded where Adam and Eve failed, loves you 
enough to die for you, conquer death for you, undo the curse brought about 
by Adam and Eve for you!  God bless your time in worship this evening! 

-Pastor Duncan  
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  www.zlcb.org 
David Schultz, Vicar Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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Service of the Word 
 

The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind the serious 
and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church Year. 
 

Announcements 
 

(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 440 
 

The Invocation 
 
Vicar:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Vicar:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Vicar:   Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
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The Absolution (spoken by the Vicar) 
 

The Prayers 
 

Vicar:  …Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Reading: Genesis 3:1-21 
 

  Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 
Lord God had made. 
 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree 
in the garden’?”  And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden,  but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in 
the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  But the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths. 
  And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden.  But the Lord God called to the man and said to 
him, “Where are you?”  And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 
ate.”  Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
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 The Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you above all livestock 
    and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise his heel.” 
To the woman he said, 
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
    in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
    and he shall rule over you.” 
And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
    and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
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Service Participants
 

Pastor: Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar David Schultz 
Organist: Paula Gardner 
Elders: Jim Neill and Brian Pasquini 
Acolyte TBD 
Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier, Jack Oelschlager, and 
 Neil Ackerman, Ross Chilcott and John and Kari Gresh 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager  
  

for you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 
The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.  And the 
Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon 
 

The Offering 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  Finally, brothers, rejoice.  Aim for restoration, comfort one  
  another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of  
  love and peace will be with you.  Greet one another with a holy  
  kiss.  All the saints greet you.  The grace of our Lord Jesus  
  Christ and the love of God and the  communion of the Holy  
  Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: What a Friend We Have in Jesus 770 
 

The Postlude 


