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ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Michael and Deborah Sterba in memory of 
Mike’s father, Stanley Sterba, and by Ben and Megan Meyer in honor of Lexi 
Grace Meyer. 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Derek & Heather Nicodemus in honor of Bryson’s first 
birthday. 
BABY BOTTLES for the Pregnancy Resource Center baby bottle campaign must 
be returned to the table in the narthex by March 16.  
WE ARE FORMING A CHILDREN’S CHOIR to prepare to sing at the Easter 
Service.  This is intended for children in grades 1-6.  We will be practicing in the 
Sanctuary Wednesday nights from 6:30-6:50 starting March 12th.  Any 
questions contact Paula @ 412-576-8072. 
DEAR MEMBERS OF ZION, with contributions made to date, we are less than 
$1,300 away from our fundraising target for phase 1 of the sanctuary 
upgrade project.  Please consider donating to this project so that we can 
achieve full funding.   
CHURCH CHOIR meets after the midweek service on Wednesday. 
J@CK.  That’s the name of our Summer Mission Trip: July at Camp for the 
Kingdom.  We’ll be going to Camp Pioneer from the 27th of July to the 3rd of 
August to serve.  Details to come, mark your calendars now; all are welcome! 
ASH WEDNESDAY is this Wednesday.  Come out to Zion at 7:00pm for the start 
of the Lenten Season.  We will have the traditional Imposition of Ashes as well as 
prayer, preaching, and music that reflects the penitential mood of the season. 
MEN’S RETREAT is scheduled for the week/weekend of April 10-13 at Camp 
Pioneer.  If you are interested in going, or would like to know more, there’s a 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex and handouts on the table 
where you got this bulletin that can tell you more.  The cost is $50 per night; 
$120 for all three nights.   
CREATION SEMINAR.  Zion will be hosting a Creation Seminar the weekend of 
June 13-15th.  Mark your calendars and prepare to come and listen to experts in 
different scientific fields defend the Biblical account of creation. 
GENESIS BIBLE STUDY continues today at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Come 
and learn about the first book of the Bible!   
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY is back! Join us this Tuesday from 7:30-8:45pm as we 
continue a six week study about Jesus Feeding the five thousand. We invite you 
to join us as we dig deep into Scripture to see a compelling picture of our 
compassionate Savior.  Please consider making this study part of your week. 
You won’t regret it!  Contact Alissa McLellan at 412-295-5452 or by email at 
alissamclellan@yahoo.com if you have any questions! 
TODAY’S GOSPEL READING AND SERMON will be posted to the ZLCB.org 
website later today. For an archive of older sermons, visit www.zlcb.org/sermons 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 

  
In a little over two months, we are going to celebrate “Friendship 

Sunday” here at Zion.  (I hope you all have had time to think about who 
you might invite to worship.  Continue to pray for wisdom, 
assertiveness and a receptive spirit to your invitation!)  Maybe you are 
thinking about surprising someone with an invitation to church, maybe 
you are going to finally invite the person you’ve shared your faith with 
on more than one occasion, or maybe you are going to invite the same 
person for the thousandth time.  Or maybe you’ve given up and don’t 
think it will be worth your effort, having been turned down so many 
time in the past.   

This morning we hear Jesus tell a parable about a sower who 
sows seed.  It falls everywhere!  The road gets covered, the rocks get 
pelted and the birds get a free meal all thanks to the overly exuberant 
sower.  I have to think that if Jesus was given the challenge to invite 
people to church he wouldn’t hesitate to invite everyone he knew, 
along with perfect strangers, to come and listen to his gospel.  But I also 
think that Jesus would know that most of the people he invited would 
refuse to come.  For one reason or another, they would turn down the 
invitation to listen to the best news they will ever have an opportunity 
to hear.   

As we look to Friendship Sunday, I think we are motivated by 
one of two things: either we are motivated by a fear of possible 
rejection or we are motivated by love.  Fear will refuse to act; love acts 
boldly, persistently, and fearlessly.  Praise God someone acted lovingly 
to you at some point in your past to bring you to where you are 
today—here, in God’s house, as a member of the body of Christ and an 
heir of eternal life! 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor (pastor@zlcb.org) Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
David Schultz, Vicar (vicar@zlcb.org) Website: www.zlcb.org 
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The Divine Service 
 

Welcome to Zion!  Please take a minute to sign the attendance book (at the 
end of the pew) and let us know you are here.  If you are visiting with us, 
please take a minute to review the communion policy (in this bulletin) and let us 
know if you would like someone from the church to contact you.  God’s 
blessings on your worship this morning! 
 

 Announcements  
Processional Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 657 

 

The Invocation and Prayer for Worship 
 

Vicar:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.  
 

Confession of Sins   
Vicar:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in  
  prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord  
  Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider  
  our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
  we have sinned in thought, word and deed, and that we cannot  
  free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His  
  people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our  
  heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and  
  saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 
  lead us to everlasting life.  Amen.       
 

Absolution Spoken by the Vicar 

People:  Amen. 
 

The Hymn of Praise:  This Is the Feast 171 
Vicar: This is the feast of victory of our God.  Alleluia. 
People: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,   
 whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
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 Power and riches and wisdom and strength  
 and honor and blessing and glory are His. 
 This is the feast of victory of our God.  Alleluia. 
 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
 Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
 This is the feast of victory for our God, 
 for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Vicar:    Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
  

(Please be seated) 
 

Children’s Music 
 

The Baptism of Lexi Meyer (10:30—Daughter of Ben and Megan Meyer) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
“For you shall go out in joy 
    and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall break forth into singing, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
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Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the Lord, 
    an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
 

The New Testament Reading:  2 Corinthians 11:19-12:9 
 

 For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves!  For you bear it if 
someone makes slaves of you, or devours you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on 
airs, or strikes you in the face.  To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! 
But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to 
boast of that.  Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they 
offspring of Abraham? So am I.  Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am 
talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless 
beatings, and often near death.  Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the 
forty lashes less one.  Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three 
times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in 
danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from 
Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false 
brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, 
often without food, in cold and exposure.  And, apart from other things, there is the 
daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.  Who is weak, and I am not 
weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? 
 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.  The God 
and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not 
lying.  At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of 
Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the 
wall and escaped his hands. 
   I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on 
to visions and revelations of the Lord.  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago 
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was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows.  And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in 
the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— and he heard things that 
cannot be told, which man may not utter.  On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my 
own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— though if I should wish to boast, 
I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no 
one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me.  So to keep me from 
becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn 
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from 
becoming conceited.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should 
leave me.  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
 

Vicar:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 8th Chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel Reading:  Luke 8:4-15 
 

 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came 
to him, he said in a parable, “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, 
some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured 
it.  And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no 
moisture.  And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 
And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these 
things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant,  he said, “To you it 
has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in 
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parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 
Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  The ones along the path are 
those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, 
so that they may not believe and be saved.  And the ones on the rock are those who, 
when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a 
while, and in time of testing fall away.  And as for what fell among the thorns, they are 
those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches 
and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.  As for that in the good soil, they 
are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear 
fruit with patience. 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Children’s Message (10:30) 
Sermon Hymn: Lift High the Cross 837 
Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. 
 And on the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
 and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
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 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering and Choir Offertory   
(Please Stand) 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:  This morning, we meditated upon the parable of the sower.  As we  
  approach the season of Lent, our focus will turn to the suffering and  
  death of Christ, our Lord.  The message of his death is heard by  
  many, but believed by few.  Therefore, in faith, let us receive the  
  body and blood of our Lord in this sacrament, trusting that he alone  
  is our Savior and our means of eternal salvation.  Lord, remember us  
  in your kingdom and teach us to pray:    
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can examine 
themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
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forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith that differs from that of 
our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the words “this is 
my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with alcohol sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Music   
Be Still, My Soul        752 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus      770 
What Is This Bread         629 
 

The Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn: Built on the Rock 645 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Participants
Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar: David Schultz 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Jim Neill and Brian Pasquini 
The Acolyte: Josiah Ackerman (8:00) 
 Jennifer Fitzgerald (10:30)  
The Greeters: Bill and Carole Schrag (8:00) 
 Rob Oelschlager (10:30) 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop,  
 Ron Meier and Jack Oelschlager (8:00)  
 Neil Ackerman, Ross Chilcott, 
 Kari Gresh and John Gresh (10:30) 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager 
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Last Week in Worship 
Sunday Attendance (2/23) – 217 
Sunday Bible Class (2/23) – 59 
Midweek Attendance (2/26) - 15 
Offerings (2/23 & 19) - $4825.25 
Sanctuary Improvement (2/23 & 19) –$540 
 

Week of Mar 2-9 

 

 

SUNDAY 
3/2 

 

8:00AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
10:30AM – Worship w/ Communion 

MONDAY 
3/3 

7:00PM – Trustees (Conference Room) 

TUESDAY 
3/4 

7:15PM – Board of Education (Conference Room) 
7:30PM – Women’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 

WEDNESDAY 
3/5 

7:00PM – Ash Wednesday Service 
7:45PM – Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:00PM – Long Term Planning (Conference Room) 

THURSDAY 
3/6 

10:00AM – Bible Study (Conference Room) 
7:30PM – Elders (Conference Room) 

FRIDAY 
3/7 

6:30PM – Bowling (AMF Mt. Lebanon) 

SATURDAY 
3/8 

8:00AM - Men’s Bible Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30AM – Stephen Ministry Training (Conference Rm) 

SUNDAY 
3/9  
 
Food Bank Collection 

8:00AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
10:30AM – Worship w/ Communion 
3:30PM – Youth Group Bowling 


