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PRAYER.  This year our focus has been on memorizing Bible passages that 
summarize the basics of the Christian faith.  Starting tomorrow, our focus turns 
to prayer.  We will have a midweek service of Prayer and Preaching (Wednesday, 
7pm starting January 8th) and starting next Sunday, elders and Stephen 
Ministers will be available after the worship service up front (in the chancel area) 
to pray with anyone who has need or want for prayer.   
 
BART FLEISCHMANN, a member of Zion since 2011, passed away unexpectedly 
this Monday.  Bart is survived by his wife, three children and parents.  Please 
remember the Fleischmann family in your prayers.  A memorial service will be 
held at Zion this Friday at 11am.    
 
SARAH ANN McLELLAN was born on Saturday at 4:00pm weighing 7 pounds, 
13 ounces.  Sarah was baptized into Christ shortly after being born.  Both baby 
and mother are home and doing well.  The McLellan family would like to thank 
you for your prayers and support.   
 
ONE YEAR AGO.  What were you doing one year ago?  Zion was being 
introduced to the idea of becoming part of the Vicarage Program, we were 
looking for ways to use the Kingdom Fund, and we had just formed the Long-
term Planning Committee.  A year later, we have been blessed by Vicar David, 
Jenna and Leah, have put the E3 Conference into motion (courtesy of the 
Kingdom Fund), and have almost completed the Sanctuary Improvement Project 
(courtesy of the recommendation from the Long-term Planning Committee).  
Thank you for supporting the ministry of the Gospel through Zion with your 
time, talent and treasures!      
 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER.  Our Church newsletter is available on-line at the 
church web site: zlcb.org.  If you would like a hard copy of the newsletter, you 
can pick one up in the back of the church OR you can contact the church office 
and tell us to mail you out a copy.  You do not need to be a member of Zion to 
get our full-color monthly newsletter   
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Welcome to worship! 
 

 We come together this evening to listen to the gospel, receive 
forgiveness, enjoy fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ, and give 
thanks to God for another year of grace and blessings.  2013 was a good year 
for Zion and for you.  It was a good year because Jesus gave us more time to 
speak his name to people around us, watching him work by the Holy Spirit to 
produce faith and give his gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  It was a 
good year because, despite the plots and cunning of the devil, we still believe 
in Jesus.  It was a good year because we are still permitted to worship our 
God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit without fear of punishment or harm.   
 For many of us, 2013 was a good year because we prospered, enjoyed 
good health, got to do fun things and spend time with the people we love.  We 
were able to see people we love graduate, get married, have children, retire 
or generally “do well.”  For many of us, 2013 was also an easy year. 
 For some of us, 2013 was a hard year.  People we love died, we lost 
our jobs, saw loved ones make mistakes that resulted in pain and loss, we 
didn’t make the team or the grade.  We disappointed people who love and 
trust us.  It was a hard year, but it was still good.  It was still good because in 
the midst of death, our faith in the mercy of Christ and eternal life became 
more important.  While unemployed, we learned that our daily bread comes 
from the providence and grace of God.  When people we love made mistakes, 
we saw God’s healing hand restoring what sin had taken away.  When we let 
people down, Christ’s forgiveness gave us the heart to try again and carry on. 
When we failed on the playing field and classroom, we learned the 
importance of being accepted of Christ unconditionally.   
 And so we come together.  Some of us can’t wait for 2013 to be over 
and done with, while others of us will remember 2013 fondly for the rest of 
our lives.  But together, we can sing God’s praises, trust in his mercy and 
grace, and petition him for all good things (some easy, some hard) in 2014. 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  www.zlcb.org 
Vicar David Schultz  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Pastoral Assistant, Darren Eliker Fax: 412-221-4780  
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The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn:  The Day Thou Gavest    886 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Admonishment to Confess 
 
The Confession: 
  
People:  Lord Jesus Christ, we come before you and admit to you   
  and one another that we have failed to meet the righteous  
  expectations you have for us.  We have shamed you by   
  what we have said, thought and done.  We have hurt other  
  people—those for whom you died—with our thoughts, words  
  and deeds.  We want to start the new year restored to you and  
  to each other.  And so we ask for your forgiveness and for the  
  Holy Spirit to strengthen the bonds of Christian unity you have  
  given to us.   Hear us, O Christ, our only Savior and source  
  of life now and in the age to come.  Amen.      
 
Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 
 

The Hymn of Praise       933 
 

My soul rejoices, my spirit voices—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
For God my Savior has shown me favor—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
With praise and blessing, join in confessing  
God, who is solely mighty and holy—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
His mercy surely shall rest securely 
On all who fear Him, love and revere Him—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
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His arm now baring, His strength declaring—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
The proud He scatters, their rule He shatters—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
Oppression halted; the meek exalted. 
Full are the hungry; empty the wealthy—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
Here is the token all that was spoken 
To Abraham’s offspring God is fulfilling—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 30:(8-14) 15-17 
 

And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, 
 that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever. 
For they are a rebellious people, lying children, 
 children unwilling to hear the instruction of the LORD; 
who say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets: “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 
 speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, 
leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 
Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 
 “Because you despise this word and trust in oppression and perverseness 
 and rely on them, 
therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
 like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, 
 whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 
and its breaking is like that of a potter’s vessel that is smashed ruthlessly 
 that among its fragments not a shard is found 
 with which to take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 
For thus says the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 
 “In returning and rest you shall be saved;  
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 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
But you were unwilling, and you said, “No!  We will flee upon horses”;  
 therefore you shall flee away; 
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, 
 till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 
 

The New Testament Reading:  Romans 8:31b-39 
 
 What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us?  He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?  Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?  It is God who 
justifies.  Who is to condemn?  Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.  Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword?  As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day 
long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 12:35-40 
 

 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who 
are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 
open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks.  Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds awake when he comes.  Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself 
for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them.  If he comes 
in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants!  
But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into.  You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”   
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The Sermon Hymn: Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising  375 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and buried. 
 He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

Admonition and Prayer for the New Year 
 

Benediction 
 

(Please stand) 

The Recessional: Jesus, Lead Thou On  718 
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Service Participants
 

Pastor: Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar: David Schultz 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga, Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Elder 
The Greeters: Clara Hayes 
The Ushers: TBD 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, and Molly Oelschlager 
  
  


