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Altar Flowers are given by the Klemash Family in memory of loved 
ones. 
 
Eternal Light is given by Judith Dames in memory of Paula, Ray, 
Greg and Andy. 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE service will be at 7:00PM.  We hope you can 
make it!   
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY. The Christmas season should be a happy 
time with family and friends, celebrating with joy the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus.  Unfortunately, for too many people the holidays are 
lonely times, filled with sadness and melancholy.  Stephen 
Ministers have been trained to provide Christ-centered care to 
people going through hard times.  If you would be interested in 
having a Stephen Minister, or learning more about Stephen 
Ministry, please contact Pastor Duncan or the church office.     
 
MIDWEEK WORSHIP begins January 8th @ 7:00pm.  Join us for a 
weekly service of prayer and preaching!     
 
UPCOMING EVENTS.  Did you know that we are going to be 
hosting a Creation Science Conference in June?  We are!  We are 
also taking a men’s retreat in April and a Mission Trip back to 
Camp Pioneer in July!  More details about each of these upcoming 
events will be available in Zion’s January Newsletter.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
December 25, 2013 
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CHRISTMAS DAY 
December 25, 2013 

 
Welcome (Back) to Zion Lutheran Church!   

 
 Have you opened presents yet? Did you get that perfect gift? That gift you 
have been begging for and longing for since even before thanksgiving? Maybe 
you haven’t opened your presents yet. Maybe you have to wait till church is over 
before you can open them. Growing up I knew a family that mom and dad made 
the kids wait till after church on Christmas Day and after Dad took a nap before 
they could open presents.  I hope your family doesn’t have to wait that long. 
 
 On this glorious Christmas morning we join with angels, shepherds, Mary, 
Joseph, and all creation as we sing and praise our God for the gift of His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  The wait is over! The Advent wreath is all lite. Our Savior Jesus has 
been born! He is the reason for the season.  He is the gift we want most.  He as 
our gift continues to give us more gifts. Gifts of forgiveness of sins, gifts of life, 
and gifts of salvation! 
 
 In our Gospel lesson for this day, we hear of the Angels coming to the 
shepherds.  As the shepherds heard the good news of a Savior being born they 
could not help but to go and find the Savior and Worship Him. Like the 
shepherds, we are compelled to go and worship our Savior. Here in God’s house 
we find our Savior, not in swaddling cloths or lying in a manger, but we find him 
in his Word and in his Body and Blood. 
 
 May our God bless you this Christmas season. I hope and pray your 
Christmas is filled with peace and joy. I hope you receive wonderful presents, but 
never forgetting the greatest gift you have, the gift of a Savior, Jesus Christ. 

- Vicar David 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  www.zlcb.org 
Vicar David Schultz  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
Please take a moment before the service to fill out the Attendance books. 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn:  Now Sing We, Now Rejoice   386 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
  

Confession and Absolution   
 

Pastor:  This morning, as we come together to celebrate the birth of our 
  Lord Jesus Christ, let us also remember the reason why he  
  entered the world: to bear our sin and be our savior.    
  Confident, therefore, in the forgiveness of sins, let us make our  
  confession to God. 
People:  Lord Jesus Christ, we have sinned against you in thought,  
  word, and deed.  Forgive us.  Restore us to a right   
  relationship with you.  Be patient with us, strengthen our  
  faith and remove the temptations from us that we cannot  
  overcome.  Give us an increase of the Holy Spirit, that we  
  may bring glory to your name.   Amen.  
 
The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen.  
 

The Hymn of Praise: Angels We Have Heard on High 368 
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer.  
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The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 62:10-12 
 

Go through, go through the gates; prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway; clear it of stones; 
 lift up a signal over the peoples. 
Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: 
Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes; 
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” 
And they shall be called The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD; 
and you shall be called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken. 
 

The New Testament Lesson: Titus 3:4-7 
 

 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life.   
 

Choir:  Alleluia Gloria 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter.  
People:  Glory to Thee, O Lord! 
 

The Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 
 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered.  This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  And all went to be registered, each to his own town.  And 
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Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flocks by night.  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great 
fear.  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased.”   
 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  And they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger.  And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child.  And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
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(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 358 (v. 1-3, 15) 
 

Sermon 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Nicene Creed  
 

I believe in one God,  
 The Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth 
 And of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 The only-begotten Son of God, 
 Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 Very God of very God, 
 Begotten, not made, 
 Being of one substance with the Father, 
 By whom all things were made; 
 Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
 And was made man; 
 And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
 Whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The Lord and giver of life, 
 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
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Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar David Schultz 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Augie Bishop and Chris Yellig 
The Greeters: Dick and Carolyn Wible 
The Ushers: TBD 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian, and Molly Oelschlager 
Crucifer: Bill Bishop 
  
  

 

The Collection of the Offering 
 
(Please stand) 
 

Pastor:   Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead  
  our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of 
  the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you  
  may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his  
  sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
People:  Amen!  
 

The Recessional:  Angels from the Realms of Glory 367 


