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ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Michael and Deborah Sterba in memory of Michael’s 
mom and dad and in memory of Deborah’s dad and by Rochelle and Andy Thompson in 
memory of loved ones. 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Judith Dames in memory of Paula, Ray, Greg and Andy. 
ALTAR FLOWERS AVAILABLE for December 31st (one needed). If you are interested 
please call the office at (412) 221-4776 or e-mail secretary@zlcb.org  
MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST starts at 8:00am on Saturday. Come early if you’d like to 
help cook! We’re enjoying discussions on the upcoming sermon text as well as genuine 
fellowship. Looking forward to seeing you there!    
CHURCH CHOIR meets on Thursday at 7pm in the Choir Loft.  We’re looking for a variety 
of musical talent, so come and check out this important ministry! 
MEN’S RETREAT.  Looking ahead to 2014, we are planning a men’s retreat for the 
week/weekend of April 10-13 at Camp Pioneer.  If you are interested in going, or would 
like to know more, there’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.   
CREATION SEMINAR.  Zion will be hosting a Creation Seminar the weekend of June 13-
15th.  Mark your calendars and prepare to come and listen to experts in different 
scientific fields defend the Biblical account of the creation of earth and life! 
SUNDAY SCHOOL Sunday school needs leaders and helpers for the January Unit 
entitled "Calling the Disciples".  Please fill out a volunteer form in the Narthex or contact 
Katie Gielarowski if you are interested (winechick123@gmail.com). 
USHERS NEEDED We are currently looking to form a fourth team for the 8:00am service. 
If you are interested please contact Larry Zreliak. 
CHRISTMAS WEEK WORSHIP AND BEYOND. We will be having Christmas Eve 
(7:00pm) and Christmas Day (10:00am) worship services this week.  Join us also for New 
Year’s Eve Worship (7:00pm) and for worship each Wednesday starting on January 8th 
(also at 7:00pm)  
THANK YOU to the Sunday School children, volunteers and parents who made the 
Sunday School Christmas Program last Sunday evening a wonderful event!  Thanks also 
to the Interaction Committee for organizing the amazing dinner we enjoyed before the 
program!   
TODAY’S GOSPEL READING AND SERMON will be posted to the ZLCB.org website later 
today. For an archive of older sermons, visit www.zlcb.org/sermons 
Dear Members of Zion: Thanks to everyone for your prayerful support and contributions 
toward funding of the sanctuary upgrades.  With donations and pledges made to date, we 
are within $17,000 of our fundraising target for the first phase of the project. We ask 
for your continued prayers and consideration of this project so that we can have the 
sanctuary upgrades fully funded and completed before the beginning of the Lenten 
season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 
  

 As we wind down our year of Bible memorization, we come across a 
text that has a lot to say about family.  And what better time to talk about 
family than the Christmas season!  Whether you are traveling or staying put, 
odds are you are going to be seeing some of your relatives between now and 
the end of the year.  When I was in Nebraska, there were Christmas’ that I 
spent solo (before Bo came along).  It was a strange thing to not have a house 
full of cheer while celebrating the birth of the Christ.   
 
 It has been said that you don’t get to pick your family.  For better or 
worse, you did not choose your family and the ties you have with them 
cannot be undone.   
 
 Our memory passage for this week, from Galatians 4, uses the images 
of family to teach us about our connection to God.  Paul teaches us that we 
are not servants; we are family members of God and therefore heirs of all 
that is Christ’s.  Because of the death and resurrection of Christ, we have a 
claim to all that is his because we are part of his family.   
 
 As you prepare to celebrate Christmas and (hopefully) spending time 
with family, consider what it means to be part of God’s family, co-heirs with 
Christ of all that belongs to God.  You didn’t pick your earthly family; you 
didn’t pick your heavenly family either.  Christ chose you in him before the 
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. And just as you 
cannot change your earthly family, your status as a family member of the 
heavenly family is also secure.   
 
 God’s richest blessings to you this morning as you worship the Lord! 

-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor (pastor@zlcb.org) Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967 
David Schultz, Vicar (vicar@zlcb.org) Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant Website:  www.zlcb.org
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The Divine Service 
 

Welcome to Zion!  Please take a minute to sign the attendance book (at the 
end of the pew) and let us know you are here.  If you are visiting with us, 
please take a minute to review the communion policy (in this bulletin) and let us 
know if you would like someone from the church to contact you.  God’s 
blessings on your worship this morning! 
 

 Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 809 

 

The Invocation 
 

Vicar:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
 

Confession of Sins   
 

Vicar:  As we listen to God’s word this morning, we will learn that we  
  have been adopted by God as sons.  Just as we reflect our  
  human parents in what we look like and even how we behave,  
  so too should we reflect our heavenly Father in what we say,  
  think and do.  We have failed to do this. We have sinned and  
  have shamed our Lord and Father in heaven.  Let us therefore  
  confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness.            
 
People: Father in heaven, in your unlimited mercy, you have  
  adopted me into your family.  I confess that I have acted  
  more like a child of the devil than a brother or sister of  
  Jesus.  I have brought shame to my heavenly family, the  
  church.  Forgive my sins and allow me to bring honor to  
  you by what I say, think and do.  I ask this through Jesus  
  Christ, my brother and Lord.  Amen.     
 

Absolution Spoken by the Vicar 

People:  Amen. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 357 (vs. 1-3) 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Vicar:   … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
  

(Please be seated) 
 

The Baptism of Britney Lee Rogers  
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Psalm 53 
 

 To the Choirmaster: according to Mahalath.  A Maskil of David 
The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”   
They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; there is none who does good. 
God looks down from heaven on the children of man 
 to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. 
They have all fallen away; together they have become corrupt; 
 there is none who does good, not even one. 
Have those who work evil no knowledge, who eat up my people as they eat bread, 
 and do not call upon God? 
There they are, in great terror, where there is no terror! 
For God scatters the bones of him who encamps against you; 
 you put them to shame, for God has rejected them. 
Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
 When God restores the fortunes of his people,  
 let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. 
 
The New Testament Reading:  Galatians 3:23-4:7 
 

 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until 
the coming of faith would be revealed.  So then, the law was our guardian until Christ 
came, in order that we might be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are 
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no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through 
faith.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male or female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to promise. 
 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though 
he is the owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date 
set by his father.  In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the 
elementary principles of the world.  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!  Father!”  So you are 
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

Vicar:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 12th Chapter. 
 

The Gospel Reading:  Matthew 12:46-50 
 

 While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers 
stood outside, asking to speak to him.  But he replied to the man who told him, “Who 
is my mother, and who are my brothers?”  And stretching out his hand toward his 
disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!  For whoever does the will of 
my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”   
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Children’s Message (10:30) 
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Sermon Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 357 (vs. 4-7) 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering and Choir Anthem (10:30) 
 

(Please stand) 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:  This morning, we gather around the family table.  Having been  
  adopted by God and made heirs with Christ, we now come to receive  
  the guarantee and first-fruits of out inheritance.  The table is   
  prepared.  The Lord is here.  Let us pray.     
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
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The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can examine 
themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith that differs from that of 
our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the words “this is 
my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with alcohol sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Music   
Here I Am To Worship     (Bulletin p.11) 
Sweet Forgiveness       (Bulletin p.11) 
 

(Please stand) 

The Benediction 
 

The Recessional: Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending 336 
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Memory Passage for the Week 
 

Colossians 2:13-14 
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling 
the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.  This he set aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Week in Worship 
Sunday Worship Attendance (12/15) – 200 
Sunday School/ Bible Class (12/15) – N/A  
Midweek Attendance (12/11) – 69 
Offerings (12/15) - $4705 
Offerings (12/11) – $944 
Sanctuary Improvement (12/15) –$10,400 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar: David Schultz 
Pastoral Assistant/Pianist: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolyte: Chris Yellig (8:00) 
 Sydney Harris (10:30)  
The Greeters: George, Jane and Michael Kozak (8:00) 
 Bob and Nancy Spotti (10:30) 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, 
 Ron Meier and Jack Oelschlager (8:00) 
 Neil Ackerman, Ross Chilcott, 
 and Kari and John Gresh (10:30) 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager 
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Week of Dec. 22 - 29, 2013 
 

 

  

SUNDAY 
12/22 

 

8:00AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
10:30AM – Worship w/ Communion 
5:00PM – Christmas Caroling (meet @ Zion) 

MONDAY 
12/23 

7:00PM – Sunday School Meeting 
8:00PM – Monday Night Football (@ Bubba’s) 

TUESDAY 
12/24 

7:00PM – Christmas Eve Worship 

WEDNESDAY 
12/25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

10:00AM – Christmas Day Worship 

THURSDAY 
12/26 

 

FRIDAY 
12/27 

6:30PM – Bowling (AMF Lanes Mt. Lebanon) 

SATURDAY 
12/28 

8:00AM - Men’s Bible Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

SUNDAY 
12/29 

8:00AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
10:30AM – Worship w/ Communion 
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CCommunion Songs 
 

Here I Am to Worship (Chris Tomlin) 
 

Light of the world, You stepped out into darkness.  Open my eyes let me see. 
Beauty that made this heart adore you, hope of a life spent with You. 

 
CHORUS 

Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, here I am to say that you’re my God. 
You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me. 

 
King of all days, O so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above, 

Humbly You came to the earth You created, all for love’s sake became poor. 
 

BRIDGE 
I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that Cross (2x) 

 
CCLI # 3266032 

 
 
 

Sweet Forgiveness 
 

There is therefore no condemnation 
for those of us in Jesus. 

There is therefore no condemnation 
for those of us in Jesus 

Sweet forgiveness is found in Jesus, 
Sweet forgiveness is found in Jesus, 
Sweet forgiveness is found in Jesus, 

in Jesus Christ! 
 


