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MIDWEEK SERVICES will continue throughout the season of Advent.  Don’t 
forget to come early for our Advent Dinners (starting at 6:00, served in the 
basement).   Our theme for these Midweek Services is: Advent According to the 
Gospels.  We will be hearing how the evangelists Matthew, Luke and John 
handled the time before the birth of Christ in their gospel accounts.   
 
PRAYER:  Two years ago, we read through the Bible in a year together.  This 
year, our focus has been to memorize passages of Scripture that teach the 
basics of the Christian faith.  Next year, our focus is going to be prayer.  There 
will be Wednesday evening services through 2014 focusing on prayer and 
preaching (starting 1/8 @ 7:00pm).  As Scripture says: “the prayer of a righteous 
man is powerful and effective.”  And Christ our Lord says: “If you believe you will 
receive anything you ask for in prayer.”     
 
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!  After worshiping at Zion this Sunday, don’t forget to 
come back for Christmas Eve (7:00pm) and Christmas Day (10:00am) services!  
We will also have worship on New Year’s Eve (7:00pm) and Wednesdays starting 
on January 8th (also at 7:00pm). 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL for children and adults is offered on Sunday morning, 
starting at 9:15.  We have some incredible and dedicated teachers who would 
love to share the good news of Jesus with your children!  Pastor Duncan leads 
the adult class in the basement; we are going to begin a three week unit that will 
parallel what you are hearing at the midweek service: Christmas (and Advent) 
according to the Gospels.   
 
THANK YOU to the Church Council, Elders, and Men’s Bible Study for providing 
the dinners before the Advent services this year!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

 This evening we hear from our series on the Advent of the 
Gospel’s.  Tonight we hear from the Gospel according to St. John. We hear 
who Jesus is. He is God Almighty! As God Almighty, he comes to His people to 
save them.  

 
What can I do to get to heaven? That’s the popular Christian question, 

right? All of this life is just a way for me to advance to the next life. If I can do 
X, Y, and Z then I will be able to leave this sinful world and join God in 
heaven. 

 
 As you gather into worship this evening we are encountered by the 
Gospel according to St. John.  In this Gospel, John states a new claim.  It is not 
about you trying to get to heaven to be with God. Rather, God comes to YOU!  
In fact, as we hear the Gospel read we realize that we can do NOTHING to get 
to heaven. The goal of this life is not to escape this world and go up to 
heaven. Instead, the goal is for God to bring heaven to us! 
 
 In John’s Gospel we hear how God comes to His people.  The very God 
who made the heavens and the earth humbles himself and puts on flesh and 
is born of a woman. He takes on our own likeness. He is tempted just as we 
are, yet without sin. He goes to a cross and dies for you. So that, He can take 
all of your sins away. 
 

The goal of the Christian life is not to try to get to heaven. Rather it is 
for God to come to us.  God comes to us even now as we hear his Word and 
partake in His Sacraments.  On that last day, Christ will come to us again and 
give to us eternal life. 

 
-Vicar David 

 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967 
David Schultz, Vicar  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant www.zlcb.org 
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The Divine Service  
The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Hymn-sing  
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
   
Confession of Sins   
 

Pastor:  This evening we will hear the words from the prologue to the  
  Gospel of St. John.  The Word, who created all things, sustains  
  all things, and will inherit all things, is also the judge of all  
  things.  Therefore, let us confess our sins and receive the  
  forgiveness only the Word, Jesus Christ, can give. 
People:  Father in heaven, I confess that I have sinned against you  
  in thought, word, and deed.  I have let busyness replace  
  joy, presents replace prayer, and “the holiday spirit”  
  replace Christ.  As I prepare to celebrate the birth of the  
  Word, your Son, Jesus Christ, my Lord, I ask that I may do  
  so with a clear conscience.  Forgive my sins and lead me in  
  righteousness all the days of my life.  Amen.        
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 
 

 
The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
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The Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives,  
 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound. 
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
 
For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their offspring shall be known among the nations,  
 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;  
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,  
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to sprout up before all the nations. 
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The Gospel Reading:  John 1:1-14 
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 
 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.  He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

The Sermon Hymn: Arise, O Christian People 354 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and buried. 
 He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
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(Please be seated) 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

(Please stand) 

The Benediction  
 

The Recessional: The Night Will Soon Be Ending  337 
 
 
 
 

 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar: David Schultz 
Pianist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Greeters: TBD 
The Acolyte: Elder 
Altar Guild:    Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager 

 
 
 


