
 

ZION LUTHER AN CHURCH  
 

 
December 8th, 2013 

Second Sunday of Advent



2 
 

                             
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Elsie DallaPiazza in memory of her father Armando 
DallaPiazza. 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Janet Oelschlager.  
ALTAR FLOWERS AVAILABLE December 22nd (one needed) and December 31st (one 
needed). Altar Flower envelopes for these dates are available in the church office. If you 
are interested please call the office at (412) 221-4776 or e-mail secretary@zlcb.org  
MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST starts at 8:00am on Saturday. Come early if you’d like to 
help cook! We’re enjoying discussions on the upcoming sermon text as well as genuine 
fellowship. Looking forward to seeing you there!    
MORE WORSHIP!  Don’t forget to worship with us on Wednesdays in Advent (7:00, with 
a free dinner starting at 6:00), Christmas Day at 10:00am, New Year’s Eve (7:00) and, 
starting 1/8, Wednesday evenings at 7:00 for a service of Prayer and Preaching!  Our 
Advent theme is “The Gospels of Advent”, and our first midweek sermon series will be 
preaching through the book of Jude.  We hope you can make it! 
CHURCH CHOIR meets on Thursday at 7pm in the Choir Loft.  We’re looking for a variety 
of musical talent, so come and check out this important ministry! 
MEN’S RETREAT.  Looking ahead to 2014, we are planning a men’s retreat for the 
week/weekend of April 10-13 at Camp Pioneer.  If you are interested in going, or would 
like to know more, there’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.   
SUNDAY SCHOOL Sunday school needs leaders and helpers for the January Unit 
entitled "Calling the Disciples".  Please fill out a volunteer form in the Narthex or contact 
Katie Gielarowski if you are interested (winechick123@gmail.com). 
USHERS NEEDED We are currently looking to form a fourth team for the 8:00am service. 
If you are interested please contact Larry Zreliak. 
FOOD BANK collection is next Sunday.  The item of the month is “hot drinks.”  Please 
bring your Food Bank items with you to church next weekend.  Thank you! 
ZION’S CHRISTMAS DINNER AND SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGEANT is Sunday, December 
15. Please join us for dinner at 5:30pm followed by the pageant at 7:00pm. Flyers will be 
passed out at the front of the church with more details and reservation info. We hope to 
see you there! 
DEAR MEMBERS OF ZION: Thanks to everyone for your support of the pledge drive for 
funding of the sanctuary upgrades.  With donations and pledges made to date, we are 
within $20,000 of our fundraising target for the first phase of the project.  In order to 
meet our goal of installation in January 2014, we need sufficient time for ordering 
materials and contracting services; therefore, the timing of the funding portion of the 
project is critical.  As a reminder, pledged contributions will need to be received by Friday 
January 10, 2014. We ask for your continued prayers and consideration of this project so 
that we can meet our goal of completing the installation between the Christmas and 
Lenten seasons. 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 
  

 Two days after Thanksgiving, it looked like Alabama was going to 
remain atop the BCS College Football standings yet again.  At 59:59 into the 
game, the score was tied.  Alabama Coach Nick Saban had persuaded the 
officials that there should be one second left on the clock, giving his team 
time to try a long field goal to win the game.  What could possibly go wrong?  
Worst comes to worst the field goal would miss and the game would go into 
overtime.   

 

What could possibly go wrong?  For the Crimson Tide, just about 
everything.  The kick was short.  But instead of falling harmlessly to the 
ground, it was caught by an Auburn player who ran, untouched, 109 yards to 
pay dirt at the other end of the field.  Time expired with Auburn six points 
ahead of a disbelieving and formerly #1 Alabama team.  War Eagle, indeed! 

 

In our Old Testament lesson this morning, we read a popular 
prophesy by Micah, who predicted that the Christ would come from 
“Bethlehem Ephrathah” hundreds of years before Jesus was born.  This is 
usually a happy text, spoken around the warm holiday glow that is the 
Advent and Christmas season.  The Messiah is going to come from 
Bethlehem, what could possibly go wrong?  Well, if you keep reading in 
Micah 5, plenty of things.   

 

This morning we are going to unpack this popular Christmas 
prophesy and see that, in context, it carries an importantly different 
application than what we usually take from it.   

 

God is sending the Savior; what could possibly go wrong!  (???) 
 

God bless your time in worship this morning as you listen to and 
receive the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

-Pastor Duncan 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor (pastor@zlcb.org) Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967 
David Schultz, Vicar (vicar@zlcb.org) Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant Website:  www.zlcb.org
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The Divine Service 
 

Welcome to Zion!  Please take a minute to sign the attendance book (at the 
end of the pew) and let us know you are here.  If you are visiting with us, 
please take a minute to review the communion policy (in this bulletin) and let us 
know if you would like someone from the church to contact you.  God’s 
blessings on your worship this morning! 
 

 Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: From All That Dwell Below the Skies 816 

 

The Invocation 
 

Vicar:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
 

Confession of Sins   
 

Vicar:  This morning, we will listen to the Word of God spoken   
  through the Prophet Micah.  We will hear of God’s salvation.   
  We will also hear of God’s judgment.  Standing at the foot of the 
  cross, we are reminded of the severity of the punishment our  
  sins deserve.  Living in the shadow of the cross, we are   
  comforted by the extent of God’s love and mercy for us in Jesus  
  Christ.  Therefore, let us confess our sins and receive God’s  
  forgiveness.         
 
People: Lord of justice and mercy, we come before you this   
  morning to confess that we have sinned against you in  
  thought, word and deed.  No works of ours can atone for  
  what we have done.  Only you can make right what sin has  
  made wrong.  Forgive our sins and lead us in paths of  
  righteousness for your name’s sake.  We ask this in the  
  name of Jesus Christ, our savior.  Amen.   
 

Absolution Spoken by the Vicar 

People:  Amen. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  This Is the Feast 155 
 

Refrain:  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Refrain. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
Refrain. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
Refrain. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia. 
Refrain. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Vicar:   … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
  

(Please be seated) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Micah 5 
 

Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; 
 with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
 whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth;  
 then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
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 And he shall be their peace. 
When the Assyrians come into our land and treads in our palaces, 
 then we will raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men; 
they shall shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword, 
 and the land of Nimrod at its entrances; 
and he shall deliver us from the Assyrian 
 when he comes into our land and treads within our border. 
Then the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many peoples 
 like dew from the LORD, like showers on the grass, 
 which delay not for a man nor wait for the children of man. 
And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the nations, in the midst of many peoples, 
 like a lion among the beasts of the forest,  
 like a young lion among the flocks of sheep, 
which, when it goes through treads down and tears in pieces, and there is none to deliver. 
Your hand shall be lifted up over your adversaries, and all your enemies shall be cut off. 
And in that day, declares the LORD, 
 I will cut off your horses from among you and will destroy your chariots; 
 and I will cut off the cities of your land and throw down all your strongholds; 
 and I will cut off sorceries from your hand, 
 and you shall have no more tellers of fortunes; 
 and I will cut off your carved images and your pillars from among you, 
and you shall bow down no more to the work of your hands; 
 and I will root out your Asherah images from among you  
 and destroy your cities. 
And in anger and wrath I will execute vengeance on the nations that did not obey. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

People:  Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go?  You have the words of  
  eternal life.  Alleluia! 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd Chapter. 
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People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel Reading:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  For this is he who was spoken of by 
the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight’.” 
 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey.  Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 
region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?  Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham.  Even now the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees.  Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 
 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”   
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Children’s Message (10:30) 
 

Sermon Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem 361 
 

Sermon 
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(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering and Choir Anthem (10:30) 
 

(Please stand) 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:  This morning, our Savior and Judge comes to us with his body and  
  blood.  This same body and blood that satisfied the justice of God  
  now comes to us as a means of his mercy and grace.  The table is  
  prepared, the Lord is here.  Let us pray.     
 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
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The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can examine 
themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith that differs from that of 
our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the words “this is 
my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with alcohol sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Music   
Come and Behold Him     (Bulletin p.12) 
As the Deer       (Bulletin p.12) 
How Great Is Our God     (Bulletin p.13) 
 

(Please stand) 
  

The Benediction 
 

The Recessional: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 344 

 

Memory Passage for the Week 
 

John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
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Last Week in Worship 
Sunday Worship Attendance (12/1) – 185 
Thanksgiving Eve Attendance (11/27) - 65  
Sunday School/ Bible Class (12/1) – 73  
Midweek Attendance (12/4) – 69  
Offerings (11/27) - $1240  
Offerings (12/1) - $6056 
Offerings (12/4) - $1158  
Sanctuary Improvement (11/27, 12/1, 12/4) –$1554.63 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar: David Schultz 
Pastoral Assistant/Pianist: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolyte: Grant Geregach (8:00) 
 Lara Luedeman (10:30)  
The Greeters: Gene and Sharon Koop (8:00) 
 Rob Oelschlager (10:30) 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, 
 Ron Meier and Jack Oelschlager (8:00) 
 Neil Ackerman, Ross Chilcott, 
 and Kari and John Gresh (10:30) 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager 
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Week of Dec. 8 - 15, 2013 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 
12/8 

 

8:00AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
10:30AM – Worship w/ Communion 
12:00PM – Stephen Ministry Supervision (Conf. Rm.) 
6:15PM – Stephen Ministry Training (Conf. Rm.) 

MONDAY 
12/9 

7:00PM – School Christmas Program 
8:00PM – Monday Night Football (@ Bubba’s) 

TUESDAY 
12/10 

 

WEDNESDAY 
12/11 

6:00PM – Advent Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00PM – Advent Worship 
 

THURSDAY 
12/12 

10:00AM – Bible Study (Conference Room) 
7:00PM – School Christmas Program 

FRIDAY 
12/13 

6:30PM – Bowling (AMF Mt. Lebanon)  

SATURDAY 
12/14 

8:00AM - Men’s Bible Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

SUNDAY 
12/15 

8:00AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
10:30AM – Worship w/ Communion 
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CCommunion Songs 
 

Come and Behold Him (George T. Searcy & John Chisum) 
 

(CHORUS) 
Come and behold Him come and behold Him 

Come with an honest heart to see all He is 
Come and behold Him wait now before Him 
Come with an honest heart to see all He is 

 

Come and behold Him come see His glory 
Come with an honest heart to see all He is 

We will discover all of His beauty 
His light will burn away all the darkness we've known 

 

CHORUS 
 

Come and behold Him come see His mercy 
Come find His tenderness reaching to you 

Just as a mirror shows a reflection 
His Word and Spirit come now reflecting His love 

 

CHORUS 
 

CCLI Song No. 1322573 
 

As the Deer (Martin Nystrom) 
 

As the deer panteth for the water so my soul longeth after Thee 
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship Thee 

 

(CHORUS) 
You alone are my strength, my shield to You alone may my spirit yield 

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship Thee 
 

You’re my friend and You are my brother 
Even though You are a King 

I love you more than any other 
So much more than anything. 

 

CHORUS 
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CCLI # 1596342 

 
 

How Great Is Our God 
by Chris Tomlin 

 

The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice 

 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide 

It trembles at His voice, trembles at His voice 
 

CHORUS 
How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God and all will see 
How great, how great is our God 

 
Age to age, He stands, and time is in His hands 
Beginning and the end, beginning and the end 

 
The Godhead Three in One, Father, Spirit, Son 

Lion and the Lamb, Lion and the Lamb 
 

BRIDGE 
Name above all names 
Worthy of our praise 

My heart will sing 
How great is our God 

 
 

CCLI Song # 4348399 
 


