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MIDWEEK SERVICES will continue throughout the season of Advent.  Don’t 
forget to come early for our Advent Dinners (starting at 6:00, served in the 
basement).   Our theme for these Midweek Services is: Advent According to the 
Gospels.  We will be hearing how the evangelists Matthew, Luke and John 
handled the time before the birth of Christ in their gospel accounts.   
 
PRAYER:  Two years ago, we read through the Bible in a year together.  This 
year, our focus has been to memorize passages of Scripture that teach the 
basics of the Christian faith.  Next year, our focus is going to be prayer.  There 
will be Wednesday evening services through 2014 focusing on prayer and 
preaching (starting 1/8 @ 7:00pm).  As Scripture says: “the prayer of a righteous 
man is powerful and effective.”  And Christ our Lord says: “If you believe you will 
receive anything you ask for in prayer.”     
 
Interested in Joining Zion?  While not necessary for salvation, visible 
membership in a congregation is, theologically speaking, a good idea.  We’d love 
to have you (and your family) become part of our fellowship!  Talk with Pastor 
Duncan, Vicar David or contact the church office if you are interested in 
learning more about church membership. 
 
Sunday School for children and adults is offered on Sunday morning, starting 
at 9:15.  We have some incredible and dedicated teachers who would love to 
share the good news of Jesus with your children!  Pastor Duncan leads the adult 
class in the basement; we are going to begin a three week unit that will parallel 
what you are hearing at the midweek service: Christmas (and Advent) according 
to the Gospels.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

 Throughout these midweek services we will be taking a closer look at 
the Advent of the Gospels.  We will be looking at Matthew, Luke, and John and 
hear the story of our Savior. The theme for these Wednesdays in Advent will 
be “The Coming Savior.” 

As we gather for worship this evening we hear from our first Advent 
of the Gospels, the Gospel according to St. Matthew.  In our Gospel lesson for 
this evening we hear a list of names. A list of names read in church might 
seem strange and even boring.  However, names are very important.  A name 
can help define or give a clue as to what something is.  For example, the name 
of our church is Zion.  Zion is described in the Bible as the place where God 
dwells.  Therefore, Zion is a great name for our church because God dwells 
here through his word and sacraments.  

In Matthew chapter 1, at the end of the list of names, we see a man 
named Jesus. The name Jesus means, “The Lord is Salvation.” “The Lord is 
Salvation” is a great name for Jesus because He is the Savior of the whole 
world.  As the names listed before him have been awaiting his presence, 
finally Jesus is born, finally Salvation is here. 

The Salvation that Jesus brings might seem strange and even boring.  
He comes not with trumpet or fanfare.  Instead he comes in meekness, being 
born of a virgin, and being laid in a manger. As he grows, He doesn’t become 
the biggest, fastest, or strongest. Instead, he humbly goes to a cross and 
suffers and dies.  In His strange and even boring manner, Jesus brings 
Salvation! 

Throughout this season of Advent we have our eyes focused on the 
coming Savior. We rejoice that our God has kept His promise to send us a 
Savior. We turn our hearts away from our sins and evil desires and turn them 
towards Jesus.  The one who is coming, the one who has come, and the one 
who will come again. 

-Vicar David 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967 
David Schultz, Vicar  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant www.zlcb.org 



4 
 

The Divine Service  
The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Hymn-sing  
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Confession of Sins   
 

Pastor:  This evening we will listen to the genealogy of Jesus read.  We  
  will hear the names of prostitutes, murderers, idolaters and the 
  like listed one after another.  As the family of God, our names  
  would fit right in. Sinning against God in thought, word and  
  deed, we are no more worthy to call Christ our brother than  
  even the worst offender.  And so, as we prepare to hear the  
  Gospel proclaimed, let us confess our sins to our heavenly  
  Father, trusting in his mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
People:  Father in heaven, I thank you for hearing my confession.   
  You have made me part of the divine family, with Christ at  
  the head.  And yet, I have chosen to willfully and   
  deliberately sin, dishonoring you and bringing shame to  
  my Lord Jesus Christ.  I ask for your forgiveness.  Make me  
  more like my brother, Jesus, and less like my father, Adam.  
  I ask this in the name of Jesus.  Amen.     
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
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(Please be seated) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-25 
 

 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the 
LORD to the test.”  And he said, “Hear then, O house of David!  Is it too little for you 
to weary men, that you weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good.  For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.  The LORD will bring upon 
you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come 
since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
 In that day the LORD will whistle for the fly that is at the end of the streams of 
Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.  And they will all come and 
settle in the deep ravines, and in the clefts of the rocks, and on all the thornbushes, 
and on all the pastures. 
 In that day the Lord will shave with a razor that is hired beyond the River—with 
the king of Assyria—the head and the hair of the feet, and it will sweep away the 
beard also. 
 In that day a man will keep alive a young cow and two sheep, and because of 
the abundance of milk that they give, he will eat curds, for everyone who is left in the 
land will eat curds and honey. 
 In that day every place where there used to be a thousand vines, worth a 
thousand shekels of silver, will become briers and thorns.  With bow and arrows a man 
will come there, for all the land will be briers and thorns.  And as for all the hills that 
used to be hoed with a how, you will not come there for fear of briers and thorns, but 
they will become a place where cattle are let loose and where sheep tread. 
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The Gospel Reading:  Matthew 1:1-25 
 

 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 
 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob 
the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father Perez and Zerah by 
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the 
father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nashon, and Nashon the father 
of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed 
by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. 
 And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon 
the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father 
of Asaph, and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of 
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father 
of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 
and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to 
Babylon. 
 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, 
and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of 
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud 
the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was 
born, who is called Christ. 
 So the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and 
from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the 
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 



7 
 

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband, Joseph, being a just man and unwilling 
to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son.  And he called his name Jesus. 
 

The Sermon Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 338 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 

(Please be seated) 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

(Please stand) 

The Benediction  
 

The Recessional: Hark the Glad Sound  349 
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Service Participants
 

Pastor: Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar: David Schultz 
Pianist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Greeters: TBD 
The Acolyte: TBD 
Altar Guild:    Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager 

 
 
 


