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ALTAR FLOWERS are given by the Klemash family in memory of loved ones. 
ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Elsie DallaPiazza in memory of grandparents Andrew and 
Julia Wagner. 
ALTAR FLOWERS AVAILABLE for December 8th (one needed), December 22nd (one 
needed), December 29th (one needed) and December 31st (one needed). Altar Flower 
envelopes for these dates are available in the church office. If you are interested please 
call the office at (412) 221-4776 or e-mail secretary@zlcb.org  
MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST starts at 8:00am on Saturday. Come early if you’d like to 
help cook! We’re enjoying discussions on the upcoming sermon text as well as genuine 
fellowship. Looking forward to seeing you there!    
MORE WORSHIP!  Don’t forget to worship with us on Wednesdays in Advent (7:00, with 
a free dinner starting at 6:00), Christmas Day at 10:00am, and, starting 1/8, Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 for a service of Prayer and Preaching!  Our Advent theme is “The Gospels 
of Advent”, and our first midweek sermon series will be preaching through the book of 
Jude.  We hope you can make it! 
CHURCH CHOIR meets on Thursday at 7pm in the Choir Loft.  We’re looking for a variety 
of musical talent, so come and check out this important ministry! 
MEN’S RETREAT.  Looking ahead to 2014, we are planning a men’s retreat for the 
week/weekend of April 10-13 at Camp Pioneer.  If you are interested in going, or would 
like to know more, there’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.   
SUNDAY SCHOOL Sunday school needs leaders and helpers for the January Unit 
entitled "Calling the Disciples".  Please fill out a volunteer form in the Narthex or contact 
Katie Gielarowski if you are interested (winechick123@gmail.com). 
USHERS NEEDED We are currently looking to form a fourth team for the 8:00am service. 
If you are interested please contact Larry Zreliak. 
THANK YOU to everyone who participated in No Shave November.  Through the scruff 
and itchiness, we were able to raise funds for Christian Charity!   
THANK YOU to everyone who helped with decorating the Sanctuary for the Christmas 
season!      
ZION’S CHRISTMAS DINNER AND SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGEANT is Sunday, December 
15. Please join us for dinner at 5:30pm followed by the pageant at 7:00pm. Flyers will be 
passed out at the front of the church with more details and reservation info. We hope to 
see you there! 
Dear Members of Zion: Thanks to everyone for your support of the pledge drive for 
funding of the sanctuary upgrades.  With donations and pledges made to date, we are 
within $20,000 of our fundraising target for the first phase of the project.  In order to 
meet our goal of installation in January 2014, we need sufficient time for ordering 
materials and contracting services; therefore, the timing of the funding portion of the 
project is critical.  As a reminder, pledged contributions will need to be received by Friday 
January 10, 2014. We ask for your continued prayers and consideration of this project so 
that we can meet our goal of completing the installation between the Christmas and 
Lenten seasons. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 
  

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, everywhere you go! There is 
Christmas music playing in the stores as you shop, there is snow on the 
ground, and there are Christmas lights hung on houses. Zion is even 
decorated for Christmas.  The trees are set up, the garland is strung, and the 
wreaths are hung. It truly is beginning to look a lot like Christmas. 

 

Are you ready for Christmas?  Have the presents been bought? Have 
the lights been set up at your house yet? Although the world encourages us to 
celebrate Christmas as soon as possible we realize that we need time to 
prepare for the holiday.  We have to buy the presents, prepare the food, and 
gather the family. 

 

During the season of Advent the Church prepares for Christmas. We 
prepare not only the decorating but more importantly we prepare our hearts.  
We prepare our hearts for the promised Savior. We prepare our hearts for 
the Savior who is coming, who has come, and who will come again, the Savior 
who will come to save and to judge the world. 

 

In our Gospel lesson for today we hear about a man named John the 
Baptist. John came to prepare the way for Jesus.  He prepared the way by 
preaching a message of repentance. He wanted people to repent of their sins 
and thereby be able to receive Jesus into their hearts. Today, we listen to 
John’s message.  As we await the coming Savior we repent and turn our 
hearts to Jesus. 

 

In this season of Advent we turn our hearts to the Lord.  May we 
remember the reason for the season. Never getting caught up in the hustle 
and bustle but keeping our eyes focused on our coming savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

May God richly bless you. Come let us worship our Lord. 
-       Vicar David 

 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor (pastor@zlcb.org) Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967 
David Schultz, Vicar (vicar@zlcb.org) Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant Website:  www.zlcb.org
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The Divine Service 
 

Welcome to Zion!  Please take a minute to sign the attendance book (at the 
end of the pew) and let us know you are here.  If you are visiting with us, 
please take a minute to review the communion policy (in this bulletin) and let us 
know if you would like someone from the church to contact you.  God’s 
blessings on your worship this morning! 
 

 Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending 336 

 

The Invocation 
 

Vicar:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
 

Confession of Sins   
 

Vicar:  As we celebrate and remember the first coming of the Lord  
  Jesus, we also look forward to his second coming.  As we do so,  
  we recognize the need we have for our sins to be forgiven so  
  that we can stand when the Last Day comes.  Therefore, let us  
  confess our sins and receive the forgiveness only God can give.       
 
People: Merciful Lord, as we remember with joy and thanksgiving  
  your first coming, we also remember with sadness the sins 
  and shortcomings of the previous week.  You came to set  
  us free from sin.  And yet, we have willingly chosen to  
  remained enslaved by its deceitful empty promises.   
  Forgive us.  Let us delight in your will and walk in your  
  ways until you come again.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.   
  Amen. 
 

Absolution Spoken by the Vicar 

People:  Amen. 
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The Hymn of Praise:  This Is the Feast 155 
 

Refrain:  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Refrain. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
Refrain. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
Refrain. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia. 
Refrain. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Vicar:   … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
  

(Please be seated) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Malachi 2:17-3:5 
 

 You have wearied the LORD with your words.  But you say, “How have we 
wearied him?”  By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, 
and he delights in them.”  Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?” 
 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  And 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.  But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like 
a refiner’s fire and like a fullers’ soap.  He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring 
offerings in righteousness to the LORD.  Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
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 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment.  I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who falsely, against those who 
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who 
thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.”  
 

The New Testament Reading:  Philippians 1:2-11 
 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always and in every prayer of 
mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now.  And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  It is right for me to feel this 
way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of 
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.  
For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.  
And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so by pure and blameless 
for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
(Please stand) 
 

People:  Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go?  You have the words of  
  eternal life.  Alleluia! 
Vicar:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd Chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel Reading:  Luke 3:1-20 
 

 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  And he went into all the region around the 
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Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  As it is 
written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley shall 
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become 
straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of our God’.” 
 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 
brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance.  And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father.’  For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham.  Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees.  Every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?”  And he answered them, 
“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to 
do likewise.”  Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?”  And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.”  
Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?”  And he said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 
wages.”   
 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I 
baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people.  But 
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, 
and for the evil things that Herod had done, added this to them all, that he locked up 
John in prison.   
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Vicar:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Children’s Message (8:00 and 10:30) 
 

Sermon Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 344 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering and Choir Anthem (10:30) 
 

(Please stand) 
  

The Benediction 
 

The Recessional: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 348 
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Memory Passage for the Week 
 

Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the 

clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Week in Worship 
Sunday Worship Attendance (11/24) – 202 
Sunday School/ Bible Class (11/24) – 86 
Offerings (11/24) - $4708.64 
Sanctuary Improvement (11/24) –$540 

 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Vicar: David Schultz 
Pastoral Assistant/Pianist: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolyte: TBD (8:00) 
 Josiah Ackerman (10:30)  
The Greeters: David and Mary Hutula (8:00) 
 Mike and Debbie Sterba (10:30) 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, 
 Ron Meier and Jack Oelschlager (8:00) 
 Neil Ackerman, Ross Chilcott, 
 and Kari and John Gresh (10:30) 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager 
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Week of Dec. 1 - 8, 2013 
 

 

 

SUNDAY 
12/1 

 

8:00AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
10:30AM – Worship w/ Communion 

MONDAY 
12/2 

7:00PM – Trustees Meeting (Conference Room) 
8:00PM – Monday Night Football (@ Bubba’s) 

TUESDAY 
12/3 

7:15PM – Board of Education  

WEDNESDAY 
12/4 

6:00PM – Advent Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00PM – Advent Worship 
 

THURSDAY 
12/5 

10:00AM – Bible Study (Conference Room) 
7:30PM – Elders Meeting 

FRIDAY 
12/6 

 

SATURDAY 
12/7 

8:00AM- Men’s Bible Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30AM – E3 Pittsburgh Meeting (Conference Room) 

SUNDAY 
12/8 

8:00AM – Worship w/ Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Adult Bible Class 
10:30AM – Worship w/ Communion 
12:00PM – Stephen Ministry Supervision (Conf. Rm.) 
2:00PM – Stephen Ministry Training (Conf. Rm.) 


