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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

 On the eve of the national holiday of Thanksgiving, we come together 
to worship, to receive more gifts from our heavenly Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  It might seem strange that we should see this Worship Service 
primarily as a time to GET MORE instead of a time to GIVE BACK—our thanks 
and praise—to God.  And yet, that is why we are here.  God loves to give his 
gifts; we love to receive them and need what they promise. 
 There is a virtue in giving thanks; there is a greater virtue in giving 
gifts.  This evening, we will focus our attention on the greatest gift we have 
been given and the most important thing for which we are thankful: the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 In our Old Testament Lesson, taken from the book of Deuteronomy, 
Moses teaches the Israelites that the God who delivered them from slavery in 
Egypt will continue to show them his favor and grace as they enter the land 
promised to their ancestors. 
 Our Epistle Lesson, an early Christological Hymn, recorded in Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians, gives us all reason after reason to be thankful, as it 
lists the events in the suffering, death, resurrection and eternal reign of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Finally, in our Gospel Lesson, Jesus foreshadows the ultimate act of 
self-sacrificing service, as he washes the feet of the disciples.  This act 
foreshadowed the one act that would make all people clean from all sin, his 
death on the cross. 
 As God’s people we know we have a lot to be thankful for.  And so, on 
the evening before the national holiday of Thanksgiving, we come together to 
be reminded of and to celebrate all that we have been given: forgiveness, life 
and salvation!  God bless your time in worship this evening! 
 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  www.zlcb.org 
David Schultz, Vicar  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Service of the Word 
 
The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn:  For the Fruits of His Creation  894 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 
Pastor:  As we come together to express our thanks to our heavenly 

Father for all He has given to us by His grace, without any 
merit or worthiness on our part, let us begin by admitting we 
have ignored opportunities to express our thanks in lives of joy 
and contentment.  We have enjoyed what is evil and shunned 
the good given to us by our God.  Taking credit for God’s gifts as 
things we have somehow earned, we have committed the 
greatest sin of all: we have made ourselves God.  Let us 
therefore confess our sins to God our Father. 

People:  O most merciful God, you have given us everything we 
have by your grace.  You have given us unique gifts and 
talents.  You have loved us more in one day than anyone or 
anything will love us in a lifetime.  Yet we have turned our 
backs on you.  We have failed to be content.  We have 
taken credit for what is yours.  In your mercy, forgive our 
sins.  Restore us to a right relationship with you.  Give us 
hearts that long to give thanks. 

 
The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
People:  Amen. 
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The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 7:6-9 
The Israelites could be thankful for the mercy of the Lord. 
 

 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.  The LORD your 
God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the 
peoples who are on the face of the earth.  It was not because you were more in 
number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, 
for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and 
is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought 
you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from 
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  Know therefore that the LORD your God 
is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those 
who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” 
 

The New Testament Lesson:  Philippians 2:5-11 
We can be thankful for the death, resurrection and triumph of Jesus! 
 

 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore 
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
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earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th Chapter. 
People:  Glory be to Thee, O Lord! 
 

The Gospel: John 13:1-9 
Jesus sets the example of servanthood for his disciples. 
 

 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end.  During supper, when the devil had 
already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper.  He laid 
aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.  Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?”  Jesus answered him, “What I am 
doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.”  Peter 
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.”  Jesus answered him, “If I do not 
wash you, you have no share with me.”  Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my 
feet only but also my hands and my head!”    
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to thee, O Christ! 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Sermon Hymn: O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 632 
 

 Sermon 
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(Please stand) 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 Born of the Virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy Christian Church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting.  Amen! 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng  813 
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Service Participants
 

Pastor: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: John Gielarowski and Jay Anderson 
The Acolyte: TBD 
The Greeters: TBD 
The Ushers: TBD 
Altar Guild: Kathleen Conn and Shelly James 
 


