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Last Midweek Lent  
 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

What happened between Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday?  We are 
familiar with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and the events later that week 
leading up to his arrest and death, but did you know that all of the gospels 
have multiple chapters of information about what Jesus did and said on the 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of “Holy Week”?  This evening we are 
going to take a look at one of Jesus’ teachings from his time in Jerusalem in 
the days before his arrest, suffering, death and resurrection. 
 
Luke tells us that the words of our text are a parable, and it is a good thing 
that he does, because they do not read like a parable.  What is the “heavenly 
meaning” of the earthly story of the ripe fig tree predicting summer?  What 
did it mean in Jesus’ day, and what does it mean for us?  And what did it mean 
in view of the crucifixion of Christ which would happen mere hours after 
Jesus spoke this parable?  All this and more we will examine this evening in 
our last midweek Lenten service.   
 
Please consider who you could invite to Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday services here at Zion.  We are going to make our services as 
accessible to people who may not have an understanding of the gospel, or 
who are not familiar with Christian worship as possible.  We will be offering 
communion at the Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday services; the Good 
Friday service will not offer communion and will be a traditional “Tenebrae” 
service.   
 
God’s blessings to you as you contemplate the love of Christ for you this Holy 
Week, and allow your life to be transformed by the good news of the 
forgiveness of sins and reality of eternal life! 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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Service of the Word 
 

The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind the serious 
and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church Year. 
 

 (please stand) 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
 

The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

The Prayers 
(Please be seated) 
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The Offering 
 

The Reading: Luke 21:29-37 
 

 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees.  As soon as 
they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near.  
So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near.  Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place.  
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.   
 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap.  For 
it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth.  But stay awake at all times, 
praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, 
and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 655 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant Darren Eliker 
The Elders: Jim Neill and Brian Pasquini 
The Greeters: Larry and Janet Zreliak 
 Jay and Kim Anderson 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller, 
 Barb Oechslein and Wayne Oechslein 
 Ross Chilcott, Steve Kovach, 
 Vince Kimberland and Richard Quinlan 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschalger 

The Postlude 


