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Fifth Midweek Lent  
 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

This evening, we contemplate Jesus’ last parable from the Gospel of Luke 
before he enters Jerusalem at the start of what we call “Holy Week,” the week 
leading up to his crucifixion and resurrection.   
 
Coming on the heels of his encounter with the wealthy tax collector 
Zaccheaus, Jesus tells a parable about a wealthy man who leaves his estate in 
the hands of servants who undermine his ventures.  Arriving back home, the 
man finds that several of his servants have increased his wealth while one 
has done nothing with the money he has left him to manage.  Richly 
rewarding those who were faithful managers in his absence, the wealthy man 
severely punishes the unfaithful servant as the parable comes to a 
conclusion. 
 
This evening, we are going to take a look at the parable, coming to an 
understanding of who’s-who and what it means for us, 2000 years later and 
half a world away.   
 
Don’t forget that next week we will have services on Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and again on Sunday as we celebrate the events leading up to and 
including our Lord’s suffering, death and resurrection.  These events are the 
cornerstones of our faith, without which we would not have the hope we do 
in the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  Please plan to attend worship next 
week, and prayerfully consider who you can bring with you, someone who 
doesn’t know the power of Christ’s resurrection, or who may doubt that his 
forgiveness and grace is for them.   
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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Service of the Word 
 

The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind the serious 
and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church Year. 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

The Invocation 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
 



4 
 

The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering 
 

The Reading: Luke 19:11-27 
 

 As they hear these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to 
Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear 
immediately.  He said therefore, “A nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself 
a kingdom and then return.  Calling ten of his servants, he gave them ten minas, and said to 
them, ‘Engage in business until I come.’  But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation 
after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’  When he returned, having 
received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had given the money to be 
called to him, that he might know what they had gained by doing business.  The first came 
before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.’  And he said to him, ‘Well 
done, good servant!  Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have 
authority over ten cities.’  And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made five 
minas.’  And he said to him, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’  Then another came, 
saying, ‘Lord, here is your mina, which I kept laid away in a handkerchief; for I was afraid of 
you, because you are a severe man.  You take what you did not deposit, and reap what 
you did not sow.’ He said to him, ‘I will condemn you with your own words, you wicked 
servant!  You knew that I was a severe man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what 
I did not sow?  Why then did you not put my money in the bank, and at my coming I might 
have collected it with interest?  And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from 
him, and give it to the one who has the ten minas.’  And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten 
minas!’  ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away.  But as for these enemies of mine, who did not 
want me to reign over them, bring them here and slaughter them before me.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant Darren Eliker 
The Elders: Jim Neill and Brian Pasquini 
The Greeters: Larry and Janet Zreliak 
 Jay and Kim Anderson 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller, 
 Barb Oechslein and Wayne Oechslein 
 Ross Chilcott, Steve Kovach, 
 Vince Kimberland and Richard Quinlan 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschalger 

People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Chief of Sinners Though I Be 611 
 

The Postlude 


