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Fourth Midweek Lent  
 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

Our theme for Lent continues this week as we look at two parables Jesus tells 
on his way from Galilee to Jerusalem, where he will suffer and die for the sins 
of the world. 
 
Our parables this evening are connected and teach us about the response of 
God to repentance.  (There’s a third parable in the series, but our text this 
morning focuses on the first two.  Maybe Darren will cover the third in his 
sermon; maybe he won’t.)  Repentance is the least we can do when 
confronted with the reality of our sin.  It deserves no reward.  In fact, even 
sins that are repented of still deserve to be punished.  
 
But instead of wanting to punish the sins we’ve already committed, our God 
(and the heavenly host) is so happy we have acknowledged our wrongdoing 
and desire to make changes in our lives that he completely either forgets to 
punish the sins we’ve already committed, or considers them atoned for 
already.  Jesus tells us that the reaction of God to “one sinner who repents” is 
like a man who has found a lost sheep or a woman finding a lost coin.  Both 
throw a party because what was lost is now found; it is back under the 
protection of its rightful owner.   
 
God bless you as you learn these parables and see yourself in them as the 
sheep that has been rescued and the coin that was found.  You and I, we are 
in the protection of our rightful owner.  And all of this is by his grace, 
according to his plan, and pleasing in his sight!   
 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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Service of the Word 
 

The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind the serious 
and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church Year. 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

The Invocation 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
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The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering 
 

The Reading: Luke 15:1-10 
 

 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  And the 
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.”   
 So he told them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he 
has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after 
the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing.  And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’  
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a 
lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it?  And when she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the coin that I had lost.’  Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant Darren Eliker 
The Elders: Jim Neill and Brian Pasquini 
The Greeters: Larry and Janet Zreliak 
 Jay and Kim Anderson 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller, 
 Barb Oechslein and Wayne Oechslein 
 Ross Chilcott, Steve Kovach, 
 Vince Kimberland and Richard Quinlan 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschalger 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Salvation unto Us Has Come 555 (vs. 1, 6, 9, 10) 
 

The Postlude 


