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Third Midweek Lent  
 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

This evening we are blessed to have the Lutheran High School from 
Indianapolis’ Choir sing for us before, during and after the service.  We 
are thankful for their presence here this evening and pray that they 
would be refreshed, as we are, by the hearing of the gospel, spoken and 
sung.   
 
Thanks also to those of you who are opening your homes to the high 
school students and chaperones!   
 
This evening our sermon series on the parables of Jesus on the way to 
the cross continues.  This week, we focus on a parable that really 
doesn’t sound too much like a parable.  Jesus appears to be giving 
sound social advice (don’t sit in the set of honor because it can lead to 
your being dishonored), which hardly fits the mold of the parable.  And 
yet, there Luke is, telling us that this is, in fact, a parable.  And since it is 
a parable, there’s a meaning other than the surface-story-meaning. But 
what is it?  (And why does it matter?) 
 
As usual, the context gives us a clue as to what this parable means.  I 
think you’ll like—and be challenged by what you discover in the 
parable for this week! 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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Service of the Word 
 

Performed by the Lutheran High School Choir 
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross arr. Gilbert Martin 
When Jesus Wept    William Billings 
Walk With Me    arr. Jack Schrader 
Thy Will Be Done    Craig Courtney 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

The Invocation 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
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The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering 
 

The Reading: Luke 14:1-11 
 

 One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, 
they were watching him carefully.  And behold, there was a man before him who had 
dropsy.  And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to 
heal on the Sabbath, or not?”  But they remained silent.  Then he took him and 
healed him and sent him away.  And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an 
ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?”  And 
they could not reply to these things. 
 Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they 
chose the places of honor, saying to them, “When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished 
than you be invited by him, and he who invited you both will come and say to you, 
‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest 
place.  But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’  Then you will be honored in the 
presence of all who sit at table with you.  For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Jubilate Deo     Lutheran High School Choir 
 

Sermon 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
The Elders: Jim Neill and Brian Pasquini 
The Greeters: Larry and Janet Zreliak 
 Jay and Kim Anderson 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller, 
 Barb Oechslein and Wayne Oechslein 
 Ross Chilcott, Steve Kovach, 
 Vince Kimberland and Richard Quinlan 
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschalger 
  

 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

Praise His Holy Name Lutheran High School Choir 
 

The Postlude 


