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First Midweek Lent  
 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

Our theme for midweek services this year are the parables Jesus tells on his 
long trek from Galilee (in the north) to Jerusalem (in the south), where he 
will be crucified.  The parables all come from the Gospel of Luke and are all 
told with the cross looming in the background. 
 
The first parable Jesus tells after committing himself to go to Jerusalem (and 
certain death) is the parable of the Good Samaritan.  This evening we are 
going to study this parable, understand its basic meaning and look at what it 
means in view of the cross.   
 
The questions raised by this parable are: who IS my neighbor, and how can I 
be like the “good Samaritan” to the neighbors in my life?  Maybe more 
importantly, how has Jesus been a “good Samaritan” to me, how is he being a 
“good Samaritan” to me, and how will be a “good Samaritan” to me?   
 
Far from drawing a circle around his disciples and telling them to be kind to 
people inside the circle, Jesus invites us to view all those we meet “along the 
path” as our neighbor, as people who are in need of our care and attention.  
But more than that, Jesus teaches us to see all those we meet “along the path” 
as having a condition that no one else can make better and that we have been 
uniquely trained, commissioned and gifted to handle.   
 
God bless your time in worship this evening, contemplating the words of 
Scripture and trusting what they say about our Lord Jesus Christ and 
yourselves as his disciples. 
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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Service of the Word 
 

The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind the serious 
and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church Year. 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

The Invocation 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
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The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering 
 

The Reading: Luke 10:25-37 
 

 And behold, a lawyer stood up and put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  He said to him, “What is written in the Law?  
How do you read it?”  And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”  
And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among 
robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead.  Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side.  So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when 
he saw him, he had compassion.  He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine.  Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took 
care of him.  And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, 
saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come 
back.’  Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell 
among the robbers?”  He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”  And Jesus said to 
him, “You go, and do likewise.”   
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Michael Sterba & John Gielarowski 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier, &  
 Jack Oelschlager and 
 Neil Ackerman, Chuck LaJeunesse, Brian 
 Pasquini, & Lois Sauro 
Altar Guild: Sarah Ali & Melanie Becker  
  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Christ, the Life of All the Living 420 
 

The Postlude 


