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Ash Wednesday  
 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 

Earlier this week, Pope Benedict XVI announced to the world that he was 
going to retire at the end of the month.  For the first time in 600 years, the 
Roman Catholic Church is scheduled to have a “Pope Emeritus.”  The 85 year-
old Pontiff cited his health and inability to perform the duties incumbent on 
the office as reasons for his historic decision.  And so it is fitting that, two 
days before Ash Wednesday and the start of the Lent season, the church’s 
most visible and recognizable “employee” resigns his post due to issues 
related to his mortality. 
 
Ash Wednesday is that day in the church year when we recognize and 
confess that we are mortal: created in the image of God, but given to sin its 
consequences.  We will all die.   
 
Yet Ash Wednesday is also the first day of Lent, that season of the church 
year when we celebrate and remember the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf to 
overcome death for us and give us the gift of everlasting life.   
 
And so Ash Wednesday is somewhat of a paradox: a tragedy in its focus on 
human sin-caused mortality; a celebration in its focus on the work of Christ 
for us.  And in so being, Ash Wednesday is a statement on the lives we as 
Christians have been given: inherited sin and death from Adam; inherited 
righteousness and life from our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
God be with you and bless you this Lenten season as you contemplate on the 
sacrifice and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the gift of salvation and the 
promise of eternal life.   
 
-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
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Service of the Word 
 

The Prelude 
 

Introduction to Worship 
 

Hymn-sing 
While you can choose any of the hymns in the hymnal, please keep in mind the serious 
and reflective nature of this service and season of the Church Year. 
 

Announcements 
 
(please stand) 
 

Opening Hymn:  Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 440 
 
The Invocation 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
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  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
 

The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

The Meaning of Ash Wednesday 
 

The Imposition of Ashes 
During the imposition of ashes, you are encouraged to come forward to have the sign of 
the cross made in ashes on your forehead.  This serves as a reminder both of our 
mortality, but also of our being sealed in Christ for all eternity.   
 

The Prayers 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering 
 

The Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:9-22 
 

 What gain has the worker from his toil?  I have seen the business that God has 
given to the children of man to be busy with.  He has made everything beautiful in its 
time.  Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what 
God has done from the beginning to the end.  I perceived that there is nothing better 
for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; also that everyone 
should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man. 
 I perceived that whatever God does endures forever, nothing can be added to 
it, nor anything taken from it.  God has done it, so that people fear before him.  That 
which is, already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what 
has been driven away. 
 Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was 
wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even there was wickedness.  I said in my 
heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter 
and for every work.  I said in my heart with regard to the children of man that God is 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Michael Sterba & John Gielarowski 
The Acolyte Joshua Gielarowski 
The Ushers: Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, Ron Meier, &  
 Jack Oelschlager and 
 Neil Ackerman, Chuck LaJeunesse, Brian 
 Pasquini, & Lois Sauro 
Altar Guild: Sarah Ali & Melanie Becker  

testing them that they may see that they themselves are but beasts.  For what 
happens to the children of man and what happens to the beasts is the same; as one 
dies, so dies the other.  They all have the same breath, and man has no advantage 
over the beasts, for all is vanity.  All go to one place.  All are from the dust, and to 
dust all return.  Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the 
beast goes down into the earth?  So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man 
should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot.  Who can bring him to see what will be 
after him? 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  Amen! 
 

The Recessional: Jerusalem the Golden 672 
 

The Postlude 


