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ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Jodi Fitzgerald to the glory of God. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Bob and Shelly James in honor of Jordan’s 18th 
birthday and the DallaPiazzas to the glory of God. 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP. Please join us for worship TOMORROW, New 
Year’s Eve at 7:00PM!       
 
CALM. That’s the name for our 2013 Mission Trip.  From July 28th – August 3rd, 
we will be going on our Camp Pioneer, Adirondacks and Lake Placid Mission 
Trip.  As with last year, the cost will be low, the opportunity to serve will be 
high, and the memories you make will last a lifetime!  Open to all ages, we will 
provide more information on the trip in the January Church Newsletter, website 
(zlcb.org) and here, in the worship folder.    
 
THANK YOU for completing the Assessment Surveys.  The Long-Term Planning 
Committee will use the information you gave, along with prayer, in giving a 
recommendation to the Voters Assembly about what our big-picture long-terms 
plans might be. 
 
MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST will not be meeting tomorrow morning.  We will 
resume our study and eating in 2013.   
 
MEN’S MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL will not be meeting tomorrow evening; we 
will have something planned for the NCAA National Championship game on the 
7th, however.  We will let you know more next week!   
 
CONFIRMATION Instruction will not meet again until the 7th of January.  Enjoy 
the Christmas and New Year Holidays! 
 
NURSERY!!!  Did you know that Zion has a nursery?  We do!  Located 
downstairs, you can listen to the service and keep your little ones entertained 
with the many toys we have for them there.  If you would like to, ask an usher to 
show you how to get to the nursery.  They would be glad to help you.  
 
SAVE THE DATE Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) would like you 
to join them in Pittsburgh on June 27-30, 2013 for their national convention. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dec. 30th, 2012 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

This is the last week that our worship readings are based on our Bible in a Year readings.  As we finish 
the book of Isaiah together, many of us will have, for the first time, read the entirety of Scripture.  Some 
of it made sense, some of it was confusing and some of it was hard to pronounce.  But I hope that, 
looking back, you will see how the whole of Scripture points us to the person and work of Jesus Christ.   
 

We like to call the first four books of the New Testament the “Gospels.”  (The word “gospel” means 
“good news.”)  But I hope you now see that the entire Scripture, every book from Genesis to Revelation 
could properly be called “Gospel,” or “good news.”  There’s not enough room on this introduction page 
to highlight the “good news” parts or themes of each book of the Bible.  Instead of attempting to 
bombard you with the overwhelming amount of “gospel” that makes its way into the pages of Scripture 
as the Savior is promised, explained, comes, teaches, purifies, suffers, dies, makes atonement, redeems, 
rises, conquers, reigns, and plans for his return, I want to share some summary thoughts I have after 
reading the Bible in a Year (well… almost; I’m writing this on the 18th of the month… still have a little 
bit to go).   
 

The two things I was stuck with while reading the Old Testament were just how bad life under the 
kings was for the average Israelite and how much more preferable it would have been to live in the 
period of the Judges.  Also, I was surprised/ reminded just how prevalent the idolatry of the Israelites 
was; and how it was the cause to all of their problems and led to their repeated downfalls.  Lesson: it’s 
important to get your God right; sound doctrine matters.   
 

As I read the Gospels (in view of what I wrote above, maybe I should clarify: the first four books of the 
New Testament), what impressed me most was the way in which Jesus “undid the curse” by making 
right what sin and evil had made wrong: forgiving sins, healing the diseased and crippled, raising the 
dead, teaching the truth, and protecting those in danger (just to name a few).  In doing this, Jesus 
foreshadows what life in the New Heavens and the New Earth will be like. 
 

The Epistles were a joy to read as well.  It was impossible to ignore the connection the Apostles made 
between the work of Christ for us and the resulting identity we have in him now as well as the future 
hope we have of eternal glory.      
 

I hope you are as blessed as I was in reading the Bible in a Year.  If you joined late or sat on the 
sidelines this year, the resources for reading through the Bible in a Year we used will continue to be 
available on our website and from the church office on request.   
 

As we leave the Bible in a Year behind, we move forward to our 2013 theme of memorizing a Bible 
verse (or passage) every week.  The verse for the coming week will be printed in the bulletin under the 
Benediction, the sermon will be based on the verse (or passage) and you can obtain a list of all the 
memory verses (or passages) is available from the table on the narthex.  God bless you as you “read, 
mark, learn and inwardly digest” God’s Word in the coming year!  
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-221-4780 
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The Divine Service  
 

The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Hymn: Joy to the World 387 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
 (Matthew 28:18-20)  
Confession of Sins   
  

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and  
  confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the  
  name of the Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

(Hebrews 10:22) 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  who made heaven and earth. 

(Psalm 124:8) 
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

(Psalm 32:5) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  
  and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought,  
  word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  
  have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole  
  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We  
  justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For  
  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
  Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  
  name.  Amen. 
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Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 

  (John 20:19-23)  
 

Christmas Hymn of Praise:  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 380 
 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy  mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 

Refrain: Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 
Refrain. 
 

Hail, the heaven born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in His wings. 
Mile He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons or earth, born to give them second birth. 
Refrain. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, 
and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create, 
for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. 
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I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; 
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it an infant who lives by a few days, 
or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
for the young man shall die a hundred years old,  
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD,  
and their descendants with them. 
Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
and the dust shall be the serpent’s food. 
They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the LORD. 
 

The New Testament Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

 Blessed  be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
him.  In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all 
wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
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 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we 
who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.  In him you also, 
when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 

(please stand) 
 

The Alleluia and Verse  156 
 

People:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
  eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew the 2nd chapter. 
People:  Glory to thee, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews?  For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.”  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Christ was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so 
it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel’.”   
 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star had appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too 
may come and worship him.”  After listening to the king, they went on their way.  And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 
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over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy.  And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him.  Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Children’s Message  (10:30) 
 

The Sermon Hymn: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 394 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
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The Collection of the Offering 
 

Choir Offertory (10:30) 
 

(Please stand) 

The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Pastor:  This morning, we saw Isaiah promise a blessed eternity for the  
  redeemed; the Apostle Paul speak of the inheritance we have   
  because of our standing in Christ now; and in the Gospel reading, we  
  heard how Gentile astrologers were numbered among those for  
  whom Christ came to save.  And today, Christ comes to us and gives  
  us what was promised in all three of our readings.  He promises we  
  will drink the cup of the fruit of the vine with him at his coming, he  
  forgives our sins now today, and he gives us a visible sign of the  
  union we have with each other through him in the celebration of the  
  supper that bears His name.  And so, as you prepare to receive the  
  one who died for you and now lives and reigns to all eternity, Jesus  
  Christ our Lord, peace be with you.  Let us pray. 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
   kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give  
   us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we  
   forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom  
   and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 163 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

(Please be seated until it is your time to commune.) 
 

The Distribution 
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We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, can examine 
themselves spiritually and believe they receive the true body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and as a profession of their faith.  If you hold a profession of faith that differs from that of 
our congregation, please speak to the Pastor before the start of the service before communing.   

 We believe the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. 
 We believe Christ offers the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s Supper, but that the Lord’s Supper is not 

necessary for salvation. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper remembers the death of Christ and proclaims his death until he returns. 
 We believe the Lord’s Supper is a statement of unity in the body of Christ; we do not believe it creates 

that unity. 
During the distribution, you are encouraged to sing the Distribution Hymns, pray, or meditate on the words 
“this is my body… this is my blood, given for you.”   
The cups at the center of the Individual Communion tray contain diluted wine for those with alcohol 
sensitivities.   
 

Distribution Hymns 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 359 
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 393 
Let All Together Praise Our God 389 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship 
  of the Holy Spirit be with us all.                     (2 Cor.  13:14) 
People:  Amen 
  

The Recessional: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 549 
 

Memory Verse for the Week: John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one 

comes to the Father except through me.” 
 

The sermon next week will be based, in part, from our memory verse for the week. 
A complete list of weekly memory passages is available on the church web site, from 

the church office, and on the table in the church entryway.   
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga and Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Grant Geregach (8:00) 
 Ryan Harris (10:30) 
The Greeters: George, Jane and “Chester” Kozak (8:00) 
 Michael and Deborah Sterba (10:30) 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller and  
 Barb and Wayne Oechslein (8:00) 
 Steve Gauger, Dan Harris, 
 Loren Luedeman and Jim Oelschlager (10:30) 
  Altar Guild: Janet and Marian Oelschlager 
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Week of Dec. 30 – Jan 6, 2012 - 2013 

 
 

SUNDAY 

12/30    (Isaiah 64-66) 
  

8:00 AM - Worship w/Communion 
9:15 AM – Sunday School and Bible Class 
10:30AM - Worship w/ Communion 

MONDAY 
12/31  
 

7:00PM – New Year’s Eve 

TUESDAY 
1/1 
New Year’s Day 

 

WEDNESDAY 
1/2   

 

THURSDAY 
1/3   

7:00PM – Choir Practice 
7:30PM – Elders Meeting 

FRIDAY 
1/4   

 

SATURDAY 
1/5   

 

SUNDAY 
1/6   
 

8:00 AM - Worship w/Communion 
9:15AM – Sunday School and Bible Class 
10:30AM - Worship w/ Communion 
12:30PM – Stephen Ministry Continuing Education 


