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Altar Flowers are given by Jack and Jacque Oelshlager, in 
memory of their parents, and also given by Kim Erbrecht.  
 
Eternal Light is given by Judy Dames, in memory of Raymond, 
Gregory, Paula, and Andy. 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE service will be at 7:00PM.  We hope you can 
make it!   
 
Stephen Ministry Supervision and Continuing Education will 
meet Sunday, January 6th at 12:30pm.   
 
DID YOU KNOW that Zion is going to have a Softball Team this 
spring?  Sign-ups to be a part of our team on a slow-pitch church 
league are on the bulletin board in entry way to the church.   
 
C. A. L. M. Look for information on our Summer ’13 Mission Trip 
in your January Zion Newsletter!  We will have our first “Interest 
Meeting” in March.  All ages and guests are welcome to attend! 
 
Verse-a-Week.  This year’s theme was Bible-in-a-Year; next year’s 
theme is Verse-a-Week.  We have a list of verses we are memorizing 
together as a church available in the entry way to the church.  
Lists are also available on the church web site and in your monthly 
newsletter.  Join us as we “read, mark, learn and inwardly digest” 
the Scriptures in 2013! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
December 25, 2012 
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CHRISTMAS DAY 
December 25, 2012 

 
Welcome (Back) to Zion Lutheran Church!   
 
It’s been only several hours since we worshiped last on Christmas Eve.  Yet 
here we are, back at church.  You might notice that we have many of the same 
elements in the worship service this morning as we did last night: confession 
and absolution, scripture readings, and prayers.  Either I’m just terribly 
uncreative, or there’s a reason why Christmas Eve Worship and Christmas 
Day Worship look so similar (as do our other worship services).   
 
The reason why so many of our worship services look and sound similar is 
because we keep needing the same things over and over from our good and 
gracious God.  Forgiveness of sins?  Yes.  Hearing God’s Word of forgiveness 
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  Yes.  Coming to God with thanksgiving and 
requests that only he can answer?  You bet.   
 
And what does this have to do with Christmas?  Christ coming visibly into the 
world, God with us, Immanuel, lets us know that God is with us in such a way 
that he can and will forgive, he can and will give us faith to believe in him, 
and he can and will listen to and answer prayers.  Christmas, in other words, 
validates what we are doing in worship.  Indeed, it validates the claim that 
we have a relationship with God at all and that this relationship gives us hope 
today, salvation eternally and joy unending.   
 
Merry Christmas!! 
 

-Pastor Duncan 
 

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Darren Eliker, Pastoral Assistant 
Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967  Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
Website:  www.zlcb.org Fax: 412-220-9741 
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The Divine Service 
 

The Prelude 
Please take a moment before the service to fill out the Attendance books. 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Pastor:  Dear Lord Jesus Christ, we come to your house this morning to  
  celebrate your birth.  Over two-thousand years ago you took on 
  flesh and entered our world, becoming like us in every way,  
  only without sin.  Thank you for choosing freely to be like us to  
  redeem us.  Through your Word in this Divine Service,   
  strengthen our faith and allow us to praise you for all you have  
  done! 
People: Amen 
 

Opening Hymn:  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing   380 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.   
 (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Confession and Absolution   
 (Hebrews 10:22) 
 

Pastor:  This morning, as we come together to celebrate the birth of our 
  Lord Jesus Christ, let us also remember the reason why he  
  entered the world: to bear our sin and be our savior.    
  Confident, therefore, in the forgiveness of sins, let us make our  
  confession to God. 
People:  Lord Jesus Christ, we have sinned against you in thought,  
  word, and deed.  Forgive us.  Restore us to a right   
  relationship with you.  Be patient with us, strengthen our  
  faith and remove the temptations from us that we cannot  
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  overcome.  Give us an increase of the Holy Spirit, that we  
  may bring glory to your name.   Amen.  
 (Luke 18:13) 
The Absolution (spoken by the Pastor) 
 

People:  Amen. (John 20:19-23) 
 

The Hymn of Praise: Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 374 
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
  

The Service of the Word 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good 
news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  The voice of your 
watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye 
they see the return of the Lord to Zion.  Break forth together into singing, 
you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people; he has 
redeemed Jerusalem.  The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all 
the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

The New Testament Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-6 
 

 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.  
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and 
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he upholds the universe by the word of his power.  After making purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become 
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs.   
 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I 
have begotten you”? 
 Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 
 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 
God’s angels worship him.” 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew the 1st chapter.  
People:  Glory to Thee, O Lord! 
 

The Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being 
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord has spoken by the 
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord  commanded him: he took his wife, but 
knew her not until she had given birth to a son.  And he called his name Jesus. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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People:  (sing) Praise be to thee, O Christ! 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

Children’s Message 
 

The Sermon Hymn:  Once in Royal David’s City 376 
 

Sermon 
(Please stand) 
 

The Creed: Nicene Creed  
 
I believe in one God,  
 The Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth 
 And of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 The only-begotten Son of God, 
 Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 Very God of very God, 
 Begotten, not made, 
 Being of one substance with the Father, 
 By whom all things were made; 
 Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
 And was made man; 
 And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
 And sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
 Whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The Lord and giver of life, 
 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
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Service Participants
 

The Officiant: The Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Pastoral Assistant: Darren Eliker 
The Organist: Paula Gardner 
The Elders: Frank Vallelunga, Ken Wuerthele 
The Acolytes: Grant Geregach, Vallelunga 
The Greeters: Dawn Geregach 
The Ushers: Bill Becker, Brent Miller, Barb & Wayne Oechslein,  

   Steve Gauer, Dan Harris, Loren Ludeman, 
Jim Oelschalger 

Altar Guild: Janet Oelschlager, Marian Oelschlager 
Crucifer: Frank Vallelunga 
  
  

 And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
 

The Collection of the Offering 
 
(Please stand) 
 

Pastor:   Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead  
  our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of 
  the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you  
  may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his  
  sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
People:  Amen!  
 

The Recessional:  Angels from the Realms of Glory 367 


